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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 28, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0650 

2804 SAN PEDRO STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Relocate a ca. 1925 house to outside the city limits. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, clipped side gabled frame house with a symmetrical façade 

dominated by a central, segmental-arched independent entry porch over the Craftsman-style 

front door with triple vertical glazing in the upper third and sidelights with vertical divided 

lites in the upper third; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1925.  The first owners and occupants were 

Harris and Claire Gardner, who lived here until around 1931.  Harris Gardner was a 

renowned local attorney and judge who pioneered the Juvenile Court system of Travis 

County.  The Harris Gardner Juvenile Court complex on South Congress Avenue is named 

for him.  From here, Harris and Claire Gardner moved to 2414 Jarratt Avenue, where they 

spent the rest of their lives.  The house on Jarratt Avenue is a historic landmark due to its 

association with the Gardners. 

George A. McNaughton, a linotype operator, was the next owner of this house.  He lived here 

until around 1936.  Raymond and Maggie Farley owned and occupied the house in the late 

1930s and early 1940s; he was the proprietor of a news stand on W. 7th Street near the 

Masonic Hall. 

From around 1942 until around 1981, the house was owned and occupied by William and 

Mozelle Byles.  William Byles was born in Chicago and was a medical doctor.  After he passed 

away in 1967, Mozelle Byles continued to live in this house until 1981.  She died in San Diego, 

California that same year. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was listed with no priority for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 

Survey (1984). 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a frame mid-1920s cottage with a prominent entry, 

its only distinguishing characteristic.  Otherwise, the house reflects a common 

style with no architectural distinction. 

b. Historical association. The house was first owned by J. Harris Gardner, the 

champion of the juvenile court system in Travis County; he and his wife lived 

here for 6 years and then moved to a house in Pemberton Heights, where they 

spent the rest of their lives, and which is designated as a city historic 

landmark.  Other than the tenancy by the Gardners, there do not appear to be 

significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
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or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use on-site, but release the permit upon completion 

of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 

dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.  

The house does not meet the criteria for individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2804 San Pedro Street 
ca. 1925 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2804 San Pedro Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
September, 2010 
 
1992  A: Kristen Castellanos, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  B: Charles B. Yale, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Charles B. Yale was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Louise Meintjes, renter 
  Student 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Louise Meintjes was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  Mozelle D. Byles, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Mozelle D. Byles, owner 
  Widow, William J. Byles 
  Retired 
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  Robin Campbell, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1972  Mozelle D. Byles, owner 
  Widow, William J. Byles 
  Retired 
 
1963  William J. and Mozelle D. Byles, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  B: Benjamin F. and Margaret Zidmars, renters 
   Student 
 
1957  William J. and Mozelle Byles, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1953  William J. and Mozelle D. Byles, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949  William J. and Mozelle Byles, owners 
  William: No occupation listed 

Mozelle: Clerk, Southern Union Gas Company, 422 Congress Avenue. 
Also listed are Beatrice Byles, a student at the University of Texas; and Dan J. 
and Phyllis Byles, a helper at Jesse James Smith Garage, 2800-02 Guadalupe 
Street. 

 
1947  William J. and Mozelle Byles, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Beatrice L. Byles, a student at the University of Texas. 
 
1944-45 William J. and Mozelle Byles, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Daniel W. Byles, U.S. Army. 
 
1941  Raymond H. and Maggie Farley, owners 

Carrier, American Publishing Company, publishers of the Austin American and 
Austin Statesman, newspapers, 7th and Colorado Street. 
NOTE:  William J. and Mozelle Byles are not listed in the directory.  The 1942 
directory shows William J. and Mazelle [sic] Byles living at 5313 Duval Street; 
neither had an occupation shown. 

 
1939  Raymond H. and Margie Farley, owners 
  Proprietor, Farley’s News Stand, 201 W. 7th Street. 
 
1937  Vacant 
  NOTE:  George A. McNaughton is listed in the Fort Worth city directory. 

NOTE:  Raymond H. and Margie Farley are listed at 3213 Liberty Street; he was 
employed in the circulation department of the Austin American and Statesman, 
newspapers. 

 
1935  George A. McNaughton, owner 
  Linotype operator 
 
1932-33 George A. McNaughton, owner 
  Linotype operator 
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NOTE:  J. Harris and Claire Gardner are listed at 2414 Jarratt Avenue; he was a 
partner in White, Taylor and Gardner, lawyers, 1403-08 Norwood Building, 114 
W. 7th Street. 

 
1930-31 J. Harris and Claire Gardner, owners 

Partner, (with Ike D. White, Charles A. Wilcox, Ireland Graves, and Q.C. Taylor), 
in White, Wilcox, Taylor & Gardner, attorneys, 1403-08 Norwood Building 114 W. 
7th Street. 
NOTE:  George A. McNaughton is not listed in the directory. 

 
1929  J. Harris and Claire Gardner, owners 

Partner (with Ike D. White, Charles A. Wilcox, Ireland Graves, and Q.C. Taylor), 
in White, Wilcox & Taylor, attorneys, 361-64 Austin National Bank Building, 507-
09 Congress Avenue. 

 
1927  J. Harris and Claire Gardner, owners 

Partner (with Ike D. White, Charles A. Wilcox, Ireland Graves, and Q.C. Taylor) in 
White, Wilcox, Graves & Taylor, lawyers, 361-64 Austin National Bank Building, 
507-09 Congress Avenue. 

 
1924  The address is not listed in the directory 

NOTE:  J. Harris and Claire Gardner are listed at 4006½ Avenue B; he was a 
partner (with Ike D. White, Charles A. Wilcox, Ireland Graves, and Q.C. Taylor) in 
White, Wilcox, Graves and Taylor, lawyers, 361-64 Austin national Bank Building, 
507-09 Congress Avenue. 

 

 
Classified advertisement under “Furnished Houses” for rent 

Austin Statesman, May 18, 1936 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
J. Harris and Claire Gardner (ca. 1925 – ca. 1931) 
J.H. and Claire Gardner appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, which was 
worth $3,000.  J.H. Gardner was 33, had been born in Texas to an Alabama-born father and a 
Missouri-born mother, and was a lawyer.  Claire Gardner was 33, had been born in France, and 
had no occupation listed. They had 3 children: Jacqueline, 7; James, 3; and Thomas R., 1.  All 
the children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows J.H. and Claire Gardner as the owners of the house at 2418 Jarratt 
Avenue, which was worth $6,000.  J.H. Gardner was 47, had been born in Texas, and was a 
lawyer in private practice.  Claire Gardner was 43, had been born in France, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had 3 children: Jacqueline, 17; Jimmy, 13; and Tommy, 11.  All the 
children were born in Texas.  
 
James Harris Gardner died in 1978; his last address was 2418 Jarratt Avenue in Austin.  He was 
born in 1892 in Hamilton County, Texas, and was a judge of the district court.  Claire Gardner 
died in 1989. 
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Appointment of J. Harris Gardner to the Austin School Board 

Austin Statesman, February 15, 1927 
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Story on the candidacy of J. Harris Gardner for district court judge 

Austin American-Statesman, July 7, 1940 
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Story on J. Harris Gardner’s district court judge campaign 

Austin Statesman, August 23, 1940 
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Portion of a story regarding Judge Gardner’s judicial philosophy 

Austin Statesman, January 20, 1954 
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Judge Gardner retires 

Austin Statesman, February 20, 1959 
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Story on Senator Ralph Yarborough’s recognition of Judge J. Harris Gardner’s work 

Austin Statesman, December 3, 1960 
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Story on Harris and Claire Gardner’s 50th wedding anniversary 

Austin American-Statesman, May 31, 1970 
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New story on the death of Judge J. Harris Gardner 
Austin American-Statesman, December 18, 1978 

 
 
 
George A. McNaughton (ca. 1931 – ca. 1936) 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows George McNaughton as the 23-year old son of George and Minnie 
McNaughton of San Marcos, Texas.  George McNaughton was the second of the couple’s three 
children.  He was born in Texas and was a printer for a newspaper.  His father had been born in 
Scotland and was the editor of a weekly newspaper.  No other family member had an occupation 
shown. 
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The 1936 city directory for Fort Worth, Texas shows George A. and Margaret McNaughton living 
there; George McNaughton was a linotype operator for a printing company. 
 
Raymond H. and Margie Farley (ca. 1938 – ca. 1942) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Raymond H. and Margie Farley as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $4,000.  Raymond H. Farley was 40, had been born in Oklahoma, and was the district 
manager for the local newspaper.  Margie Farley was 40, had been born in New Mexico, and had 
no occupation listed.  They had a daughter, Ann, 10, who had been born in Texas.  The family 
also had a lodger, Aline Lathrop, 30, who had been born in Texas, and was a secretary for the 
State Education Department.0 
 
Lyda Margaret Farley was living in Rollingwood at the time of her death in 1982.  She was born 
in 1895 in Texas and was a homemaker. 
 

 



 D.3 - 22 

 
Obituary of Margie Farley 

Austin American-Statesman, November 1, 1982 
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Obituary of Raymond H. Farley 

Austin American-Statesman, December 3, 1986 
 
William and Mozelle Byles (ca. 1942 – ca. 1981) 
William J. and Mozelle D. Byles appear in the 1930 U.S. Census for Fort Bayard, Grant County, 
New Mexico.  William J. Byles was 44, had been born in Illinois to a Pennsylvania-born father and 
an Illinois-born mother, and was a physician at the base hospital.  Mozelle D. Byles was 34, had 
been born in Georgia, and had no occupation listed.  They had 4 children: Ruth J., 9, who had 
been born in New Mexico; Daniel W., 6, who had been born in Illinois; Beatrice , 1, who had been 
born in New Mexico; and Mozelle J., 8 months, who had been born in New Mexico.  The family 
also had a female servant, Percy Sisneros, 18, who had been born in Colorado to New Mexican-
born parents. 
 
 
William John Byles’ World War II draft registration card shows that he was living in this house in 
1942, the purported date of his registration.  He was born in Chicago, Illinois in 1885 and had no 
employer.  His next of kin was Mozelle D. Byles. 
 
His 1967 death certificate shows that Dr. William John Byles was living at this address at the time 
of his death.  He was born in Chicago, Illinois in 1885 and was a medical doctor.  He fell about 2 
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blocks from his home on his way to a mailbox.  He is buried in Fort Sam Houston National 
Cemetery in San Antonio.  His gravestone shows that he was a 1st lieutenant in the medical Corps 
in World War I. 
 

 
Story on Mozelle Byles’ purse being stolen 

Austin American-Statesman, August 11, 1949 
 
 

 

 
Obituary of William J. Byles 
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Austin American-Statesman, October 14, 1967 
 
 
 

 
Note on the funeral of Dr. William J. Byles 

Austin Statesman, October 16, 1967 
 
Mattie Mozelle Daniel Byles was born in 1894 in Thomas County, Georgia, and passed away in 
San Diego, California in 1981.  She is buried with her husband in the Fort Sam Houston National 
Cemetery in San Antonio. 
 

 
Death notice for Mozelle Byles 

Austin American-Statesman, January 22, 1981 
 
 

 
Building permit to William J. Byles to construct a second residence on the lot (1947) 
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Water service permit for the second residence (1947) 

 
 

 
Sewer connection application for the second residence (1947) 
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Building permit to W.J. Byles to remodel the house into a duplex (1969) 
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The house appears on the 1935 Sanborn map. 
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The 1961 Sanborn map shows the same configuration as the 1935 map above. 

 

 


