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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

NRD-2018-0068 

1602 PEASE ROAD 

OLD WEST AUSTIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a one-story house built ca. 1927.  

 

ARCHITECTURE 

1½-story, cross-gabled, rectangular-plan house built in the Tudor Revival style; clad in 

stucco with 1:1 single-hung vinyl-sash windows and multi-lite casement wood-sash 

windows. 

 

RESEARCH 

The house was constructed around 1927 for Frank M. Covert Jr. and his wife Elizabeth, 

who lived there until about 1944. Frank worked at the Covert Automobile Co., founded by 

his father and brother. The next long-term residents were Charles and Annette Duval, who 

founded and operated the Annette Duval School of Dancing; they lived in the house from 

about 1962 until at least 1977. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is a contributing property in the Old West Austin Historic District. It does not 

appear to meet the standards for designation as a historic landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old, having been constructed ca. 1927. 
2) The building retains a high degree of integrity. 
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City of 

Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). The property does not appear to 

demonstrate significance according to any of the criteria. 
a. Architecture. The building is an intact example of the Tudor Revival style, but does 

not appear to be architecturally significant. 
b. Historical association. Frank and Elizabeth Covert lived in the house for about 17 

years, while Charles and Annette Duval lived there for at least 15 years. Frank 

Covert was general manager of the Covert Automobile Co. Annette Duval founded 

and ran a popular regional chain of dance studios, and was an early female business 

owner in Austin. However, she was one of several women who owned and operated 

local dancing schools at the time and lived in the house beginning around 1962, well 

after she founded the school. There do not appear to be significant historical 

associations with the house. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, 

physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, 

image, or cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 

with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of the existing building, including 

consideration of a demolition delay, as the building is contributing to the historic district. 

Encourage relocation over demolition. If the Commission votes to release the demolition 

permit, then staff recommends completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, 

consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative 

history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 

Due to the building’s location in a National Register historic district, the Commission must 

review and comment on the proposed plans for new construction prior to the release of the 

demolition permit. The plans are on the agenda for review at this meeting. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (east) façade and north elevation of 1602 Pease Road. 

 

 

Occupancy History 

City directory research, Austin History Center 
By Historic Preservation Office staff 
November 2018 

 

1924 Address not listed 

 

1927-44 Frank M. Jr. and Elizabeth Covert, owners 

 Frank worked at Covert Automobile Co. (321-23 W. 6th Street) the entire time he 

lived at the house. He is listed as a salesman in 1927 and manager in 1935; by 

1939, he appears to own the business. 

 Frank M. Covert III (1941 only) 

 Student, UT 

 Frank J. and Kate L. Turck, owners 

 U. S. Army 

 

1949 Dan M. and Rachel B. Covert 

 Covert Automobile Co. (416-20 San Antonio Street) 

 

1952 Vacant 

 

1955 James H. and Polly Miller 

 Miller-McClain Fire Service (307 W. 19th Street) 
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1959 Vacant 

 

1962-77 Charles L. and Annette Duval, owners 

 Owners, Annette Duval School of Dancing (1005 W. 24th Street and 6214 N. 

Lamar) 

 

1986 Regina W. Skoda 

 No occupation listed 

 Unit B vacant 

 

1992 Gary Manford 

 No occupation listed 

 
Note: The house was initially addressed as 1316 Pease Road. The address changed to 1602 Pease 

between 1935 and 1939. 

 

 

Background Research 
Frank Mortimer Covert, Jr. was born in 1898 in Texas. He joined the Covert Automobile 

Company sometime after his father and older brother Clarence founded it in 1914. By 1935 

Frank was managing the company with Clarence, and by 1940 a news article named Frank 

as the sole general manager. That year, he moved the company to a new location at 5th and 

San Antonio streets, from its original space at 6th and Guadalupe. A few years later (1945-

46), Frank and Dan Covert founded the Austin Motor Truck Company to provide 

“specialized complete service” to truck owners and operators. During World War II, Frank 

Covert Jr. was a district executive for the Office of Price Administration (OPA), which 

controlled rents and prices for various consumer items. He died in 1958 in Austin. 

 

Elizabeth Cartledge Covert was born in 1898 in Texas. She married Frank Covert Jr. in 

1919 and the couple had at least one child. The couple moved to a home on Bee Caves Road 

after living at 1602 Pease. Elizabeth Covert died in 1985 in Austin. 

 

Annette Duval’s birth year and birthplace could not be located. Around 1930, she founded 

the Annette Duval School of Dancing, which was a prominent dance studio in Austin and 

Central Texas at least until the 1960s. It was one of a few women-owned dance studios in 

Austin at the time, though not the first: 1930 city directories list two dancing schools, the 

Eileen McNamara School of the Dance and Verna Woods. By 1935, the Annette Duval 

School of Dancing is listed, along with two others: the Janet Collett Studio and Camille 

Long. Duval and Long were listed in 1940 and Duval and Collett in 1944-45. By 1949, 

Austin boasted five dancing schools, including those run by Duval and Collett. In 1955, the 

city had five dancing schools, with Duval’s the oldest establishment listed. 

 

Annette Duval was among a small group of early businesswomen in Austin. A 1934-35 

“Year Book” of the Business & Professional Women’s Club lists 46 members. The following 

year, the club had grown to about 55 members. Duval was not a member of the club, which 

held monthly programs on travel, arts and culture, and—most of interest—“Texas Laws 

Affecting Women.” However, she did perform “six excellent numbers” at the club’s April 

1936 meeting. 

 

The Annette Duval School of Dancing taught many different types of dancing to toddlers, 

children, and adults, and proved popular. By 1955, it had 4 schools in Austin, according to a 
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contemporary newspaper article (though only two locations are listed in city directories), 

and 17 in other Texas cities. Students at the school performed for various parties and school 

events and, during World War II, in programs for enlisted soldiers and wounded service 

members. 

 

Annette Duval served as vice president of the Texas Association of Teachers of Dancing in 

1948 and taught dancing at the group’s state convention in multiple years. Though city 

directories have the Duvals moving into the house around 1962 and moving out around 

1977, Annette Duval’s death announcement states that she resided at 1602 Pease at the 

time of her death in 1975. 

 

Charles Lavender Duval was born in 1894 in Houma, Louisiana. He studied chemical 

engineering at Louisiana State University, graduating in 1917. He moved to Austin in 1931 

and managed studios of the Annette Duval School of Dancing, his wife’s business. The 

couple had one child. Charles Duval died in 1983 in Hays County. 

 

See following pages for additional information on long-term residents, including relevant 

newspaper articles, advertisements, and obituaries. 

 

 
American Statesman, 7/19/1936. 
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Advertisement, American Statesman, 7/19/1936. 
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Excerpt of obituary for Frank M. Covert, Sr., describing the founding of the Covert Automobile Co. 
Austin Statesman, 8/9/1938. 
 
 



 C.6 - 9 

 
“Covert Auto Firm opens new building today,” Austin American, 11/10/1940. 
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Image included with invitation to the formal opening of the new Covert Buick Company facility, n.d. 
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Austin American, 10/27/1946. 
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Death announcement in Austin Statesman, 8/27/1958. No obituary was located. 

 

 

 
Obituary in Austin American-Statesman, 12/12/1983. 
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Death announcement in Austin American-Statesman, 1/23/1975. No obituary was located. 
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Building Permits 

 
Water service permit issued to C. L. Duval, 8/10/1951. 


