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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
FEBRUARY 25, 2019
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2019-0060
2403 TOWER DRIVE

PROPOSAL

Alter roofline of primary fagade and construct second-story addition to a ca. 1941 house;
enclose carport.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan building capped with a cross-gabled roof; stone masonry
cladding; 1:1 vinyl-sash windows.

RESEARCH

The house was constructed for J. Neils and Wanda Thompson, who lived in the house from
1941 until at least 1955. J. Neils was a UT engineering professor who served as the first
director of the Balcones Research Center (now the J. J. Pickle Research Campus), which
has been credited as spurring Austin’s role as a high-tech center. Thompson was
extraordinarily active in research, serving on numerous state and national committees and
widely professionally recognized. He also was a leader in local economic development, with
leadership in the Austin Chamber of Commerce and active championing of research
industries in Austin. Finally, he was “a major force in college athletics” as a member of the
UT Athletic Council, a representative to the Southwest Conference, and Council member
and eventually president of the NCAA. Though his economic development and athletic
accomplishments were concentrated in the 1960s and 1970s, Thompson spent his early
career, beginning with his hiring at UT and including the notable achievement of founding
the Balcones Research Center, living in 2403 Tower Drive.

Rodney Desmond and Jayne Kidd were the only other long-term occupants during the
historic period; they lived there from around 1959 until about 1968. Rodney worked as the

district manager for Aetna Life Insurance and served on the Austin School Board.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

The project includes six parts:

1. Repairs to rear exterior walls and roof damaged by fire.

2. Alteration of the front-gabled roof to extend over the central and right structural
bays, covering the expanded front porch, and addition of a small gabled portico over
the front door. Both roofs will be supported by wood columns.

Replacement of 1:1 vinyl-sash windows with multi-lite vinyl-sash windows.

Enclosure of the carport and installation of an awning garage door.

5. Construction of a second-floor addition over the garage clad in wood siding to match
existing, capped by a front-gabled roof, and features 1:1 and 2:2 vinyl-sash windows.

It is set back approximately 34 feet from the front wall of the house.

6. Replacement of the front porch with a larger porch.

Ll

STAFF COMMENTS

The building does not appear to meet the criteria for designation as a historic landmark.
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Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1)
2)
3)

The building is at least 50 years old, having been constructed around 1941.

The building appears to retain a high degree of integrity.

Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation
(City of Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property may
demonstrate significance according to one criterion: historical association.

a. Architecture. The house was designed in the Minimal Traditional style. It
does not appear to possess architectural distinction.

b. Historical association. J. Neils and Wanda Thompson lived in the house for at
least 15 years, starting when J. Neil was hired as a professor at UT and
extending through the founding of the Balcones Research Center (now the J.
J. Pickle Research Campus). There appear to be significant historical
associations, though the J. J. Pickle Research Campus has more significant
associations with Thompson’s research career. The campus includes a
building dedicated to Thompson, the J. Neils Thompson Commons Building.

J. Neils Thompson Commons Building. Credit: University of Texas.
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c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield
significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not appear to have a unique location,
physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the
character, image, or cultural identity of the city, a neighborhood, or a
particular group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve the partial demolition application, subject to completion of a City of Austin
Documentation Package. Encourage the applicant to retain the original front roofline to
better preserve the house’s historic integrity.



DDDDDDDDDDD
CASE# HDP-2019-0060

SUBJECT TRACT
PENDING CASE

LOCATION: 2403 TOWER DRIVE
ZONING

product ks for Informational purposes and may nod have bean prepared Tor or be switable for legal,

engineering, or surveying purposes. 11 doas not reprasent an or-fhe-ground survey and reprasents anly the 2l F

approxcimaie relative location of property boundaries. \\‘E:x_ __,/«//
) L1 n ‘*/1’

=333 This product has been produced by CTM far (e soie pUrpose of QEGgrapnic reference. Mo waranty Is made

by the Clty of Auslin ragarding specific accuracy or complesanass.

N

3
A L s
i




PROPERTY INFORMATION

D.8-5

Photos

=

L — 5

t proposed to be enclosed.

West elevation and carpor




D.8-6
Occupancy History

Completed by Historic Preservation Office staff
February 2019

1941 Address not listed

1944-55 J. Neils and Wanda Thompson, owners
Professor, UT (1944, 1952); associate professor, UT (1949); director, structural
mechanics research, UT (1955)

1959-68 R. (Rodney) Desmond and Jayne D. Kidd, owners
District manager, Aetna Life Insurance (1959, 1962); regional superintendent,

American Found Life Insurance (1965); sale representative, Aetna Life Insurance
(1968)

1973 Richard Dalton, owner
No occupation listed

1977 Russell E. and Ann Benton, owners
Lawyer, no employer listed

1986 Scott Sayers, owner
No occupation listed

1992 Scott P. Sayers Jr. and Julie F. Sayers, owners
Scott worked as the president of Texas State Directory (1800 Nueces); Julie
worked as editor at the same company.

Background Research

J. (Jesse) Neils Thompson was born in 1912 in Canyon, Texas, to Pat and Winnie
Thompson. Pat worked as a plumber. By 1930, the family was living in Bay City, where Pat
sold automobiles. Thompson attended the University of Texas at Austin, where he played
football. He remained in Austin after college and began working for the Texas Highway
Department in 1935. In 1941, he joined the UT faculty as a professor of civil engineering.

In 1945-46, Thompson and colleague Prof. C. Read Granberry led the effort to lease a
federally owned 406-acre magnesium plant (declared surplus after World War II), with the
intent to “extend and develop the research function of the University for the benefit of the
public.” The property was purchased in 1949 with Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson’s help.
Originally called the Off-Campus Research Center, the site became the Balcones Research
Center in 1953 and the J. J. Pickle Research Campus in 1994. Thompson was the first
director of the Center, a role he held for 31 years as research facilities expanded
tremendously. “I believe the people of Texas will eventually realize the importance of
research at the University of Texas,” he concluded a 1951 letter to the editor that argued
for a first-class research institution. Thompson also directed the Structural Mechanics
Research Lab, one of 27 research laboratories then in the Center. The Austin History
Center website notes that many people credit the Balcones Research Center with launching
Austin’s identity as a center for high-tech industry, as many highly trained faculty and
graduate students who worked at the Center went on to found or work at electronics and
research companies.
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Thompson paid keen attention to the city’s economic development, serving as vice president
of the Austin Chamber of Commerce in the early 1960s and championing additional
research industry. In this role, he headed the Chamber’s economic development
department. “With a new industrial brochure that has been acclaimed the best in the U.S.,
with an active Economic Development Council of 70 businessmen, with the addition of a
half dozen new industries during the past year, and with the growth of research
organizations and instrument manufacturers already here, Austin is realizing a significant
and solid economic growth,” Thompson told 7The Austin Americanin 1961. The same year,
he was appointed director of the City National Bank of Austin. The Chamber of Commerce
recognized him with one of its first Economic Development Awards in 1970 for his longtime
service and contributions. By 1973, he was serving as president of the Chamber.

Thompson was widely professionally recognized, serving as president of the local, state, and
national Society of Professional Engineers and a Fellow of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, the American Concrete Institute, and the American Society of
Civil Engineers. In the early 1950s he served as state coordinator for engineering services
in the State Defense and Disaster Relief Division, which planned how to use Texas’s
engineering resources against a potential enemy attack or natural disaster. In 1960, the
Texas Society of Professional Engineers named him “Engineer of the Year.” In 1957 and
1968, Thompson contributed to technical investigations of workforce housing, first as a
member of a National Academy of Sciences committee for the Federal Housing
Administration and later as chairman of the National Research Council’s Building
Research Advisory Board, which advised the Department of Housing and Urban
Development on advanced technology for low-income housing.

In addition to his research leadership, Thompson was “a major force in college athletics,”
according to the Austin American-Statesman. He served on the UT Athletic Council for 24
years, including as chair, and was instrumental in expanding Memorial Stadium and
constructing the Frank C. Erwin, Jr. Special Events Center (Palmer Auditorium). He also
represented UT on the Southwest Conference and acted as vice president of the conference.
In 1977, he was elected president of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)
after a stint on the NCAA Council, including at least one term as vice president. When he
assumed the presidency, the NCAA faced pressing questions around whether athletic
“superpower” colleges could set their own policies, or whether other schools—via voting
membership in the NCAA—could weigh in, as well as how to implement Title IX.
Throughout his career with college athletics, Thompson insisted on integrity and helped to
jumpstart tougher enforcement against cheating.

Thompson had extraordinary energy to fulfill his academic, research, athletic, economic
development, and various civic duties. A 1973 Austin Statesman article called him “Austin’s
go-between for both ‘town and gown’ society.” He continued teaching and consulting
between his retirement in 1983 and his death in 1998 in Austin. See following pages for
relevant news articles and an obituary.

Wanda Thompson (nee Stephens) was born in 1924 in Timpson, Texas. She moved to
Austin to work at the State Highway Department, where she met J. Neils Thompson. The
couple married in 1940 in Travis County and had one child. Wanda Thompson died in 2005
in Austin. Her obituary credits her as being “instrumental in the progress of the University
[of Texas] through involvement in intercollegiate athletics, Balcones Research Center and
the Department of Engineering,” along with her husband (see following pages).
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Rodney Desmond Kidd was born in 1927 in Georgetown to James Rodney Kidd and Von
Lunsford. The family moved to Austin in 1938, and Kidd graduated from Austin High
School and UT Austin. Kidd enlisted in the Navy in 1944 and was released in 1946. He
worked as an educator and coach in Beaumont schools, moving to Austin by 1954 to teach
and coach at McCallum High School. He later worked for Aetna Life Insurance and
American Founders Life Insurance. Kidd was elected to the Austin School Board in 1966. R.
Desmond Kidd died in 1987 or, more likely, 2004 in Travis County. See following pages for
relevant news articles.

Jayne Frances Darsey Kidd was likely born in 1932 and grew up in Austin. She attended
Ward Belmont Junior College and Vanderbilt University in Nashville, later working at the
American Fore Insurance Group as a secretary. She married Rodney Kidd in November
1955 in Austin in what The Austin American called “one of the first prominent weddings of
the holiday season.” The couple had three children. Jayne Kidd worked as a realtor
associate in the 1970s. Her date of death is unknown. See following pages for newspaper
advertisement.

Joistile Beam
Cuis Texas

It making floors and roafs, jois-
tile beams mey Le Installed by e
pkilled labor brecanse no renlering
or form work. essentla) [y ordinary
conerele construction, is necded,

The precast jolsts, with “U" walls

Building Cost

A jolstile beam, developed at the
University of Texns, s cotting
bullding ecosta in the Soulhwest,
Frofessor J. Nells Thompsen an-
noyneed. .

Mede in & "U" gshape Iram rein-
foteed concrele and precast tile,
Jnielile beams ere used in making
“T" beams for ™ol and floor aya-
teme of concrete=lile brick steuc-
turee, pular in thiz xzection of
1th= nntion,

Such construcltion has been used
mote and mare In ithe sl 19 years
for residential, school and light
conmercial hulldings berause 11 I
bolh flreproof and econnmlical,

“In the Auslin ares, jolstile cosis
10 ta 20 cenls lesa per rquare fool
than corresponding wood construc-
tion, and 40 tn 50 cenis leas ithan
solid concrele,” Prolessor Thomp-
son, who directed the recearch, sald.

‘Joistile beam cuts Texas building cost,” The Austin Statesman, 3/29/1950.

poitilng upward, are spaced Across
a givedt area. Then & eorrespond-
ing set, with *1I" wall downward,
in fitted into the apaces In form
smooth upper and lower aurfaces.
Cunerele topping i= placed over Lhe
beam:,

Thompeon reporly Intereat In jois-
tlle Is widespreail, 1le has recelved
lonulzles abhaut 1L from Monlerrey,
Mexieo: San Juan, Puerin Rien, and
Jolinnpeshurg, Sauth Afrira.

Hesearch on the constructing de-

vice was enrrled on in clvil engis
neering laboralories on the Univer-
sity's main eampue and sl ita off-
:‘_Hrn.pus research center near Aus-
in.

Over five years of load testy and
consiruction analyses are  behingd
the University's developmenl of
Joiatile. Civll engineering researche
ers are Investlgating all types of
concrele-tile ronstruction ax a sepys |
ice o Texans '




To the Edllor:

Very few pcople reallze the Im-
portance of rescearch to an institu-
tion of higher learning. In order to
keep abreast of developments and
in order lo educnie the sclentlsis
of tamorrow, It Is necessary that in-
stitutions such ns ours be aggres.
sively participating In research.

It i in the resesrch laboralary
that our selenlisis are tralned and
developed and it is in the research
lakoratory that our sclentists re-
coive perpelunl enthusiasm to delye
into the renlms of the unknown,

Another factor that demonstrates
the necessity for @ research pro-
gram Is that it is only through such
programs that we are able to at-
tract the services of capable scient-
ists of our time, men well fitted
to Impart to our youth the spark

inQ ERLNUAIRT 10 1EATH. 1t 18 Dot
necessary thot we have an Einsteln
among us. As I look about the Uni-
versity In ihe physicol sclence de-
artments and [n the engineering
cpariments, 1 find many capable
selentlsts and engloeers who are
dolng a wonderful work in creating
an enthusinsm to learn among our
atudents.

The people of Texas deserve to
have an institution that will give

Ihese opporlunliies 1o 1t sons and
dnughters. Such opportunitles
should not be reserved only (o thosze
who live in the East and West
where Institutlons exlst and operate
under o program of research that
budgetarily would seem staggering
to ug here nt the Universitly.

My motivation in first helping the
University acouire and more re-
cently in osalsting In the develop-
ment of the Magnesium Plant Into
2 rosearch center has been ihat
one of these days the renllzation
would develop among the people of
Toxn: that we need 1o have an
edineational institotlen on A par
with those of {he East and West
and that we would have available
the facilitles that would make such
nn Institutien possible,

Il iz true that we have done a
foir job in utilizing the old Mag-
neslum Plant In tixiog it up for a
research eenter, but the possibill-
ties and the poleniial have only
been seratched. 1 belleve the peo-
ple of Texas will eveniually reolize
{he Imporianee aof research at the
University of Texns,

J. NEILS THOMPSON,

Direcior. |

University of Texan
Qif Campus.
Researelh Center.

“Important research” letter to the editor, The Austin American, 5/13/1951.
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Off Campus UT Research Persues War Trend

Seven new nstlonal defense re-
gearch projects, most of them xo-
erel, hove beew ndded to the pro-
gram of The Universlty of Texas'

Off-Campus Research Center In the
last six menths, J. Neils Thomp-
gon, director, announced Saturday.

The projecls, undertaken 81 the
rocuest of the Depariment of De-
fenze, hoave required the Installa-
tlon of five mnew laboratorles,
bringing the number now in cperds
tion to 19, of which 15 arc perform-
ing defense research, Thompson
enid in his third seml-annual re-
port  to  the Federnl Securlty

THE NEW PROJECTS, listed hy
laboratorles in which they aArc bo-
ing carrled oyut, are:

1. Primate lobocatory, WUSAF
Gehool of  Avistion Medicine, s
concerned wilh beheverlal studles
of monkeys. Two dozen of the ani-
mals were shipped Lo the labora-
iery from Mew York last week and
pesearch  will hegin  immediately
The Unlveralty's Department of
Piychology s cooperating, Dr, Syl-

fvan J. Kaplan of lhe School of

Aviation Medicine, Randolph Fleld,
is techioical divector, Dr, Karl M.
Dallenbach, head of the Unlver-
sity's psychology department, is
project direcler. The large new
labornlory hos been completed.

2. Clvll engineering rescurch labs
aratory, directed by Thompson. a
member of the clvil engineering
faculty. is performing  research
under two Noavy conbracts on pre-
cpsl relnforced concrete construe-
tlon, The Navy 15 interested because
precost units have many advane
lpges in the development of ad-
vance bases. This is a new labora-
lory, formed to expedite this re-
soaren by consolidating the strue-
tures and materiols englneering
laboratnries which Thompson alsoe
directod.

1. Combustion kinelies rescareh
laboratory, nlse a new unll, i5 car-
rring out baste combustion studies
far the Qffice of Alr Hesenrch. Or.
R. C. Anderson of the chemisiry
department is direclon.

4. Spectorscopy laboralory, Drn
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G, H, Ayres, divector, Is making
anaylses of platinum group metals
for the Atomic Energy Commission.

5. Wuelear physics resenrch lab-
oratery, in which copslderable pro-

regy nNes been made in the instal-
alion of & Van de Grafl electro-
stolic generalor, or "atom smagher,”
Is now working on its flest research
project, In ie dark room Bt is de-
veloping nuclear enmutsions used
in performance of a boale reseorch
contracl between the physics de-
pariment and Wright-Patlerson Adr
Fovee Base, Ir. Emmett Hiudspeth
iz director. ‘

6. The clectrical cngineering re-
search [aboratory, which already
occupies two large bulldings, now
hos ndded n third. 1L was needed
o earry out certnin high nriority
resiareh for the Novy's burcau of
prdnnnee, Dr, A. W. Siraltlon s dis
reclor,

The corrosion resenrch labora-
tory, Inactive for over o yoar, has
heen reactivated, Thompson sald
Megoolistions for am army re-
geatell contraelt aAre  obewl com-
plated, he said. Delzlls were not
plven, Dr. Norman Hackerman of
the chemlstry department will be
In ¢harge.

THE EIGIIT OTRER laboratorics
enpaged in defense resgarch are
high mach number supersonic wiud
tunnel, engineering mechanies
laboratory, well somple aned core
library, US penlogieal survey Inhe
oratory, mineral technllogy labora-
tory, military physies reseatco lab-
pralory, enpines rosearch labora.
tory, and pelroleum engincering oil
well core deposilory.

Loboratories not concerned wilth
natlonal defensze are devoied to
sanitary ongineering, vertebrate
{:aicuntnlogy, cercmics and survey-
ne. -

Thompson's repart was made 1n
fulfitlment of a requirement of the
contracl by which the Unversity
obtalned title to the Rescareh Cone
ter's buildings and prounds ofter
they had been declared sarpios Lol
lawing Warld War IL. During the
war the site was occupied by =
magnesium plant.

“Off campus UT research persues [sic] war trend,” The Austin American, 7/29/1951.



A "bullding boom" Is In progress
ai the Unlverslty of Texas® ON-
Campuy Merearch Center, TProfessor
J, Nells Thompson, direclor, ree
porie ) .

The construction program, [Brg-
eal mt tha Tesenreh Center sinca
the University occupled the propers

iy alx years ago, Is the result of
expanalon of seversl natlonal da-
fense resenrch projects, and the ad-
ditlen of other almllar projects,
Thompeon eald In his semi-snnual
report to the Federal Seecurily
A,gunr.r,

Bix lnborstories curtently are ba-
Ing provided additlonal space, Th
Include the Aeromechanics, Engl-
neering Mechanicat, Milllary Phys-
Ies, Ciwil Engloneering, and Banllary
Engineering resenrch laborstorles.
‘The slxth cannol be described for
securily reasons, Thompeon sakd.

ALL OF THE UNIVERSITY'B
wind tunnels, used in gulded mls-
#ie resenrch, will bo housed In the
Aernmechanics Laboratory. A high
Mach number supersonie wind tuns-
nel hna been |n use at the Nesearch
cenler for a number of years. The
bullding 1t cccuples Is belng more
than douliled by the oddition of a
anM-npara-foot Ula siruclure o
neenmmnndata & low Mach nume
ber wind tunnel and eveniually =
subscnle wingd tunnel.

(A hlgh Cach number tunncl
conducts fests under wind speeds
of from five to 10 times the speed
nf soumd, A low Bach number
tunnel operates In the range of two
lo five lmea the apeed of sound,
while velocitles In a subsonle tun-
nel ara below the speed of suund.)

The regoarch program of the
high and low Mach number tun-
nels I8 sponsnred by the Havy.
Tha subsonle tunnel nleo has been
usedd In the minalle siudles, and
may be w0 used agaln In the fu-
ture, but it s belig used now prin.
cipally for research and instrue-
tlon In the Depariment of Aero-
naullesl Englneering, whoro It nss
wists In the determinollon of ale
joads on alrerall and thelr com-
ponents,

[1r. M. J. Thompson .chalrman of
the Deparlment of Aeronautizal En.
glneering, 1s direclor of the Aero-
inechanles Laboratory. John
Ilnrkness |3 rescarch englneer In
charge,

Mew laboratories, alsa of tlle
construction, are being [nsiolled
In ono of the Ressarch Center'a
largest bulldings for the Engineers
Ing Mechanics, Civll Englineering
and Sanitary Englneerlng research
groups.

The Engineering Mechanliecr
group, in additlon to providing de-

arlmefilnl research and [RslnQes

an, alsp coniributey to the E:!ded
misalle research program, Dr. M.
V. Barton Is director.

The Civll Engineering Hesearch
Laboratory Is continulng research
an precast relnforced concreta con-
struction ynder contracts with tha
MNuvy which recenlly were renewed,

Building Boom Reporfed in Progress
At U of Ts Off-Campus Research Center

iup director of the Research Cenler.

The Banltary Engineering group
| ana begun work on two new proj.
iects, One 1o & siudy of methods of
iremoving and disposlng of radlo.
;nctive algue, sponsore d by the
Aamle Energy Commlssion, and
‘the othereis an investigation of the
(elfects of sewage lrrigatlon enm snll
characteristics, sponsored by the
MNatlonal [nstifuts of Health. Frof.
E. W. Bteel of the elvil enginesring

foculty ix director,
New equipment Ip to be wd
diiitar ilce HHHF
us

o the Military Phy

Laboralory, whose program
been expanded . conslderably, The
bullding in which this equipment
lg 1o be Insialled §z undergolng
major alieratlons. The Inboratory
| sperforming rescarch on the gens
~eral probvlem of alrborne gunilre
ceontral, Dr. M. Y, Colby I3 exces
‘ullve direcler, snd Prof. A. E.
Lockenyitz la direclor.

The Research Center necuples the
Innd nnd bulldings o fa World Way
Il government-owned mognesium
plant, localed aboutl elght miles
norlls ef the Unlversity. When
ihe plant wes declared surplus the
University oblalned it, the consld-
ceration being the publie servieo
benefits mccruing ta fhe United
Siates through the Unlversily's re-
csearch and Instructlonal program
it the Research Center,

TWENTY RESEARCH Iaborato-
rieg currently are in operation st
the Center under the administza-
tive conirol of varioua University
departments, burcauas, snd divisions,
In additlon (o those already mens
tioned, thelr investigntlons include
Important  government-spon
research inyolving flame studies,
paycho-phyalology, roder and oth-
er high frequency radio waves,
electronled, speclroscopy,
tlon kinetles, and er pubjecls
of significance in natlonsl defense,
A 4,000,000.volt Von da Grasf clec-
trosintle generalor, or “stom smash.
er,” has been essenilally compleied
after over iwo years' work and the
Nuclear Fhysles HResearch Labo-
;llt:l]rr. ;l!'!umd. h:;] ::Le E!mm!l.l. L-

udspeth, scoh w gln =
gram of baale research in thiy lm

In sdditlon a number of the lab-
oratories are contributing research
of direet benefit to Industry In the
fleds of geoogy, pelrosum, struc-
tures, chemistry and corroslon,

Ay Imporlant as the resuls of
this research, Thompson sald, s
the ftraining provided graduale
sclence and englneering students
in research fechniques. The Re-
search Center, he said, thus I3 con-
ttributing directy to the suppy ol
iralned scleniliie personne which

combiis-

Thompaon, a member of th & Unl-
versliy's civil engineering facuity,
supervises the waork, slnce he

director of the laboratory as well I

In g0 ghort In_l.hl natlon today,

“Building boom reported in progress at U of T's Off-Campus Research Center,” The Austin

Statesman, 826/1952.




Thompson Gets
Defense Post

J. Neils Thompson, member of
the Unlversity of Texas civil engi-
neering facully and director of
Olf-Compus Rescarch Conter, has
been nemed state coordinator for
engincering services in the State
Defense and Disaster Relief Divis.

fon,

The Unlversity also announced the
employment of Colonet John J. Led-
better as consulling engineer to ase
siat 'l‘homrou.

Almost from the starj of the civil
defense am In Texas, Thomp-
son has been an unofficial consult-
ant to Willam L, McGlll, state co-
ordinator of civil defense, in the
shoping of plans for utllizing the
state’s englneering resources in the
event of enemy attack or natural
disaster.

This program ls expecled to be
slepped up with Col. Ledbetter's
assistance. Administratively, the
engineering services program will
be set up at the Unlversity’s Oft.
Campus Research Center. In his
capacity of consulling engineer,
Col, Ledbetter will handle the de-
talls of engineering services co-
ordinntion throughout the state.

MeGill said Fridoy that Col, Led.
better |5 eminently quallfied for the
tatk. A native of Missourl, he serv-
ed in the Corps of Engincers dur-
fng World War II. In addition 10
two degrees in clvil engineering
trom Texass A&M College, he also
was admitted to the Texps Bar by
examination in 1535 and at preseal
is general counsel for the Texas
Society of Professional Engineers.

The colonel wans formerly assisi.
ant cily engincer in El Paso, end
was cngincer snd attorney for the
US Department of State, United
States Scetion, of the International
Water and° Boundary Commission
of the United States ind Mexico.

“Thompson gets defense post,” The Austin Statesman, 11/21/1952.
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do NEILS THOMI'SGN

Thompson |
On Panel To
Study FHA

J. Rells Thompson, direetor ol
e  University's  Bualeones  Ne-
search Conter  and profossoe ol
sivll enpineering, has been nadnedd
1 member of an 1l-man conumit-
jee of the Natiomal Acodemny of

Scicnurs bt conduet technicpl in-

“Thompson on panel to study FHA,” The Austin Statesman, 828/1957.

welopment  and  home  beilding
problems [or the Federal Housing
Welministration.

The appointmient wis Mmude by
Willinm F. Schelck, of Wiashing-
ton.  exeontive dircctor ol the
building research sadvisory boasd,
i divislon of the Motlonal Avndl-
omy of Seicnees.

The committer's assipnment is
to spell out and decument (ochs
pleal  problems  eFncountersd  in
FHA-Imsured housing, amd e ad-
vise FHA on lhe priovity af twese

salve (hem,

Thompson will altemd & moel-
ing of the conmiltee th Washing-
ton Sepl. 1618, The sludies will
e perlormed under contracet be-
Lween the FILA and the Natlonal
Academy of Seienoes,  Academy
members are not paid for their
work, howeover, They contribule
their sKills os a public sorviee.

The Mationsd Acidemy of Sei-
cnees is oW privite arganization,
And ils commitlees are nal code
o standard makineg bodles.  The
home bitilding rescarch commit-
loe, il was explained, will altempt
o provide FIIA with the hest and
mos! objective  fechnienl wdviee
available. Using this advier as
i busls, FIHIA then may inougu-
mite programs which may result
in the vevision of s home con-
siruction standards.

—_—

problems and steps necessary lo:

D.8-13



Industry Drive Help
Uraed Before Realtors

Support of the Austin Chnmber
of Commerce industeinl develop-
menl bureatt in o 10 conmpaign
ta hying more.bosiness 1o the cily
wus weged Tuesdey by J. Nells
Thompson, chalrman of the bu.
vean antd direcier of the Baleones
Researeh Center af the Universily
of Texns.

He said that during the noxt
N years nn ineeense of 125.000
poputation Is Eh prospect, He sald
et will caull for enlargement of
Austin's  employmienl  opportuni-
tes, which can come wough k-
ditionnl Industry,

He spohe belme members of
Hhu Austin Real Estate Board.
The spoaker safd there i n
delinite need ta enlnrge Austin's
imlusteinl program to bring the
Hax program here o hetter bal-
[nnee. He pointed ol fhat pres-
Leaitly G7 per cent of the vity's tux
revenue cames from residences,
0 per cont Jrom commercinl and
only two per cent from industelal
installations, with 15 per cent be-
ing padet In by agricolioml and
jother miscellaneous pursuits.

| Thompson declared that only &
thawedful of the B0 enpincering
gm{llmleu cah year ot the Unl-
versity ol 'Texns stay in Austin
ihcf.-mu.e of lack of pwfessional

opporfunilics. There is alsn n|
need to absorh the people in Aus
s pood Inbor mavkel,

The speaker abserved that there
has been some opposition in Che
past toward Industriallzing  Aus.
tin on the part of these whoe de-
sired lo retain this oty ns n
strictly coblural conter, e adided
it is nol planned to bring smalo |
sticks to the elly, but 1o establish
rither  reseirch organizations
here plus light metal plans, plas-
livs coneerns, and [uenilure ming-
meturing and  kindred  1ypes, of
cotncerns which, he said, are nal
abject ionahle,

Thompsan sail he maln pook-
lems  confronting  the burcau 15
lnck of unds, lack of industeal
slies, and the need for closer
canperition  befween roal  estale
intorests and Chumber of Com-
meree offleinks iy selling Austin b
nuifor industrinl coneerns.

J. C. French awl T, E. Wiley
were formally welcomoed as new
members of  the  Auslin Renl
Sstale Boord by Arthue Piligron,
loid  prosident,  Pihlgren  alsoe
served as installing olliver for {he
now Wamen's Council officets—
Mrs, Incz Maclm, president: Mes,
puttie Park, wvice prosident, sl
Mg, Jdetn Barmw,  scorelory-

treasurer.

“Industry drive help urged before realtors,” The Austin Statesman, 1/20/1960.

J.Neils Thompson Engine

{Edior's Notle; ., Neils
Thompson by one of 1ho Aus-
tin Chamber of Commerce's
most dynamis wotkers. This
word portrait of Thempson,
who is director of The Uni-

‘nomic development depariment,

IN ADDITION, the UT gradu--

He is J. Neils Thompsan, prc»|'ﬂe has trophies to prove liis bowl -
Hessor of civil engineering at the:ing prowess — and clippings oo
University of Texas who alss is|prove his foothall and track ree.!
‘divector of ihe University's fa-lords at UT.

versity of Texas' Balcones Re-
search Cenfer, is  reprinted
from Austin in Action.

A tall! young, athlelictype eh-|periences,
gineer is the capable and interest- | worx and publication authorships|years age. He now serves as high ‘dustrial brochure Ot Las been
ing Charmoher of Commerce vice |in his 4% years than most men ljump and broadjump official in, acclaimed the best in the US,
president in charge of the eco- |mﬂeﬂ1m a lifetime of service.

.mous Balcones Research Center.! A former vice president of the:
. Thompson has collected  more! Southwest  Athletic  Conlerence.
vand varied commitiee assign-, Thompsotr  instigated the move:
iments, professional and eivie e*c—-*»hir_h trew Texas Tech into the
honors,  consultation | Southwest  Conlerence  several

Imast of the Texas Relays.
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Currently, his favorile and best!

participation spart is gall. :

Sandy - haired, businesslikel
Thompstn is well known for Disi
ipteal inlerest in /Il aspects of
the Austin communily, especially
its economic development,

As this department’s head in the
Austin Chamber of Commerce,
Thompson savs: “With a new in-

with an actlve Economic Devel-
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or and Civic Leader

opmend. Counci of 70 business-| further its progress, which is mest  As director of the Structural Me-

tnen, with 1he addition of a halr]
dozen new indusiries during e
past vear, and with the growth
‘research erganizations and insiru-
ment manulacturers aleeady
here, Austin is realizing a signifi-
cant and solid economic growth.”

Thompson's aplimism, cothysi-
&sm and gerious work it the eco-
nomic field has been contagious
in every part of the chamber and
has dene as much as anything to

certainly on the upgiade, thanics Research lab at the Cen-
Born in Canyen, Oct. 14, 1912, ter, he has actlvely partleipated
Thompson received his elementa 1in research on matertals of con-
vy education in Bay City, and hisistruction, highway construetion,
B.S. and 8.5, fram the University ! butlkding fechnology and experi-
of Texus, e and Mrs. Thompson, mental stress analysis.
are paroms of one daughter. | Last yeat Thompson was loror-
AT THE PRESENT time 27 ve-; ed lor his exceptinnal professional
search laboratories are in opera- record when the Travis Chapter
tion at the Balcones - Research] of the Texas Soricty of Profession-
Center, many of them performingial Engineers named him “Engi-
vital pational defense research. 1 neer of the Year,™

‘J. Neils Thompson: Engineer and civic ]eadér, ”The Austin American, 827/1961.




- Science Libraries
Foster Research

By J. NEILS THOMPEON
Directlor
Falvones Bescarch Center
University of Texas

Anytime vou got 23000 siu-
dents together, on  occasicnal
“erisis™ is jnevitable, One of
our moest recent, af The Umi-
versily of Texas, centerad
around the nickname pinmed on
our new Undergraduate Library
and Academic Center,

The ULAC is a magniliwens
Sslory, §4,700088  building,
housing more than 60,00 vol-
umes and with 214,932 square
feet of floor space. Ultimately,
il will be stocked with 175,000
volumes, It shelters priceless
collections of 10h and 20th Cen-
tury English and American lil-
erature, a history of science
and Texana and Western Amer-
icana,

The Daily Texan, our campus
newspaper, promptly  nick-
named it “Harry's Place,” in
recognition of the tireless of-
forts by Dr, Harry Ransom, the
Umniversity chancellor, which
made it possibie.

This praduced a ripple of
controversy. It came from siu-
dents who feolt the name undig-
nified — not from Dr. Ransom,
who doesn't care what they call
it s0 long as they use il

And use it they do, Tt s a
popular part of the University's
library system, which iz stock-
ed with more than 1,580 000 vol-
umes in many Separate, spe-
cialized libraries linked togeth.
er by a master index. Included
are professional libraries, each
with a fulltime librarian, in en-
gineering, geology, chemistry,
physics, biology, pharmacy, so-
ciology, business and econom-
jes,

The engineering library alone
subscribes (o more than 1,200
periodicals.

A complete  history of fthe
American theater can be found

. in the Universily's [oblitzelle
 Theater Center, which houses
| the magnificent Albert C. Davis
i Collection of photagraphs, play-
¢ hills, posters, manuscripis amd
o clippings of the Amerlcan stage
from 18330 to 1940. Used for
many years in New York by
scholars, motien picture compa-
nies, magazines and newspa-

pers, it was presented o The
Universilty of Texas in 1956,

The Ellery Quecn Collection
of mysterfes  includes mamy
priceless first editions in s
shelves of mystery novels and
related material.

Facilities for rescarch ai {he
University range from a colloc-
tion of lacks of hair from the
heads of slatesmen like Napo-
leon and poets ke Shelley 1o a
new, ELINLO0D compuier con-
ter; from an jndoor rifle range
1o the SE000,000 Baleones FRe-
search Center housing 25 re.
search laboratories.

Outstanding specialized facili-
fbes inclode four Van de Graaff
accelerators with provision for
threg of them Lo eperate in tan-
dem at a combined power ca-
pacity of 21,000,800 wolis, a
0,000,000  Material  Science
Bujlding and a new 16-foot di-
ameler milllmetier wavelength
radio telescape,

And Horry's Dloce,

But our mosi impuriant res
seaich asset Is talent. During
a typical year, The Universily
of Texas facully produces an
average of one book for cvery
six members and 10 papers per
faculty member.

Few universilies anywhere
can boast such a zeal for re-
search.

Meny of these facully mem-
bers serve as consultanls o
private research and develop-
ment firms, more and more of
which are finding that Acstin
offers unequaled advantages.

Such finms can draw om the
talent and resources of Concor-
dia College, St. Edward's Uni-
versity, Huston-Tillotson Col-
lege, the Episcopal Seminary
of Lhe Southwest and the Aus-
tin  Presbylerian  Theological
Seminary, in addition to those
af The University of Texas.
Within another 30 miles of Aus-
tin are Southwestern Universi-
ity (in Georgetown) and South-
west Texas Siate College (San
Marcos).

Many of these schools, includ-
ing both The University of Tex-
as and St Edwerd's, offer eve-
ning courses which enable full-
time employees of local firms
o further their educations,

‘This, of course, is exiremely
jmportant in an ers that has,
wilhin the short space of 15
years, seen elecironics leap
from the vacuum tube fo the
transistor 1o the laser and
maser,

In less than a gencration,
acrgnautical engincering  has
jumped from piston io jet 1o
rocket and, next, to nuclear
propulsion. About half of what
civii  engineering  gradusles
know today will be ohsalete by
1568 — and only hall of what
they will need to know is avail-
able to them now. In elvil ep-
gineering, unless the graduate
of 10 years azo has devated
regularly 10 per cont af his tinwe
to extending his krowledze be.
vond nis education, he will not
ke even with the graduate of
ioday.

Confinwed  educalion s in-
creasingly necessary 10 offset
obsolescence, This s particular-
I¥ true for faculty membors;
The University of Texat recog-
nizes  that facully mombers
must concenirife on rescarch,
stutly and consuliation to main-
tain proficiency and advonce
intellectually jn their fields.

This attitude, o3 much & the
Universily's perimanesil endow-
ment fund of more than $330.-
00000 15 responsible for il
high academic standing. The
University is the only south-
wostern member of the Asso-
cialion of American Universi-
thes, an honor accorded only 41
top universities in the United
States and Canada.

Followlng a mandate in the
Constidulion  adepted by  the
State of Texas in 1676 to “es-
tablish a University of the first
elasz,™ the people of Texas
opened the doors of the school
on Sopt, 5, 1883 — and they
have been improving b ever
since.

More than 100 years ago, Dr.
Ransom noted recently, Texans
began their efforts to acquire
majar research tollections. Cit-
ing many recent examples of
renewad inferest and guccess in
this field, he commented: “All
this is venfure capital placed
upon the sound business propo-
sition that Texns has an intel-
lectual future,”

“Science libraries foster research,” The Austin American, 4/12/1964.
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BILL YOUNGBLOOD !
UT alds community Top fund raiser

1. NEILE TIIOMPRON

Economic Awards
Go to Austinites

By CHRIS WRITCRAFT |, He arganiced s eursy'l

Financlal Writer rmnﬂmin development,

Lo . - - programs. He was instrumental |

Austin's first kconomic | o comprehensive study of!

Jevelopment  Awards  Wenl |oyqyin's potential for location of
Twesday night (n J.  Nells

an atomic accelerator planned
[hompson, University of Tesas by  the  Atomic  Energy
wofessar, and Willlem D. Bill

Commission in 1964.
Youngblood, Termimix of Aus- | Younghlood, whe has held
in.

most major volunteer
jcommunily leadership  roles,
William €. Milsiead, |w1:||1 the EDC award  for
sresident-elect, Austin Chamber |oblaining wide financial suppnrtr
o Commerce, and 1970 vice Int chumber economie
president and chairman of !hc'dm"'lumfm Programs.

" Youngblood's efforts last yea
Economic Development Council, [onined  §75000 per :mar}m:

presided over the awards dinner \economic development
al the CresL. ifinianting  over the next four|

Thompson, UT  cleil Years. This was a record ntg

0,000 a year more ihan raised
director  of  its  Balcones iI“,]l;:!nprl?.ﬂlld':sf:LI.:'%dehTI::ﬁ;
Research Center and Structural president, amd Vie  Mathias,
Mechanles Research 'executive director, participated
Laboratory, won the ED E:: I. Ilmi Awards  ccremonies. |

. ; | Malstesd owng oa yefr] ‘E‘T:iliﬁl’ll
award for lang service to the fmuipmt’l:l business and]‘H:uh i
Chamber. president of Capitol Chevrolet, |

prigineering professor and

“Economic awards go to Austinites,” The Austin Statesman, 11/25/1970.
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Thompson Faces New Building Job

ol Cort

By LOU MAYSEL

Sporis Editor

4. Neils Thompson, wha has speat at least lour years riding herd

on the difficult sk of enlarging Memarial Stadium, I8 moving
it from one building job to another.
The faculty representative for athletics at the University of
xas, Thompson is mow swilching his allention to the
y-authorized “special events building™ — or caliseum, if you
efer a simpler label,
As yel, Thompson, who is the chairman of the planning
mmitlee for the coliseum, can't talk in any specilics on the
ilding 10 replace Gregory Gym as the home, among other
ings, of the UT basketball team. However, he can shaw youa lot
prey slides of what uther schools have built along these lines,
The slides, which Thompsan took himsell, are of such lacilities
Indiana, LSU, Itinois, Alabama, Michigan, Notre Dame, lowa
ate and New Mexico Siate recently finished, These he showed at
¢ Tuesday night meeting of the Rebounders, the UT basketball
1ers club.
Thompson doesn’t have much hard information 10 give oul on
il UT will build, hawever.
“We're just not far encugh down the road 1o have any idea what
ill b like,™ he said. '

Allhie can point to s that the coliseum s part of the $60 million
iding program authorized by the UT System's Board of
Renls 1wn Salurdays back al Iheir Odessa meeting.
He said the actwal ligere to be allocated lor the coliseum has ot

n lirmed up yer, “We're taliing in terms of a facilty 1o seat
000 1o 20,000 spectators for basketball,™ he sald.

The propersed site, which has been moved as ofien as a foating
ap game dunng ithe years the eoliseum was just a vision, is now
“Ppretty hiom,"” according 1o Thompsan,
£ will be swated evween Bed River and TH 35 and beiween
I§ih and 18k Strevis - o 0 the area between Brackennidge
Fspatal and the Litile Campus, which is now being razed,
ome incheation of what UT may be shooting for is affered by
18 [ndiana gym, whech seats 17000 and is the largest that
mpsan has vissted so far. Just linished, it cost a cool $15
-y Iion and 15 o mults-parpose building.

Jhe deterrminatien that Thompson and his commitles must
3:: belore progressing with the desipn §s just how many
d

ifferent kinds of special events the coliseum should be planned o

le.

Mhis largely determines the cost as much as the size*
Tompson sald, incicating that a larger structure can be built far
a fpeeilic ligure il the range of uses is restricted.

!‘I[‘ plans 1o et out to Unah o look over the coliseums at Utah

,.l! 1Ay JI’:,; N U'Nf T
State and Prigham Young, which have scating capaciiies isied at
20,000 and 23,000, probably as part of some kind of a 1our of the
muore desirable facilivies.

While the planning for the coliseum, which hopefully would be
ready for the 197576 basketball season, goes on, the finishing
touches on the Memorial Stadium expansion will be pushed,

Among the main things yet to be done are to install the lght
fixtures on lh\ﬂ side, overpour the optlon area with concreie
and again installifhe chalr seats and falsh the scoreboard,

Can all this be done belore the football season starts with the
Sept. 23 gamewhih Miami?

“We're counting on it and we sce no_reason it shoukdn't be
ready,” Thempson sald.

While Thompson and his growp start the planning on the
coliseum, Leom Block will be linishing the recruiting of the
baskeihall players whe will probably play init as seniors.

“We"re pleased with [0 bt obviously nol as pleased as we'd be if
we hadn’t lost two o7 Vhree we thought we had,™ the UT coach said
of his recruiting resulls.

Bluck®s main loss was Tommy Barker, the 611 Weslave super
prospect who fumped bis lener of intent for Minnesati.

Black indicated the main recruiting work is over but fur "a
stragpler here and a sirpgler there.” One of those siragelers is
known to be 6-8 Rick Bullock, the San Antonio Jefferson standout
on whom the UT coaches bave worked hard. .

Another 15 Butch Grant, the 6-3 Wharton County Junior College
puard who signed a conference letter with Texas but hasn't made
it final with o national betier yet,

Switehing 1o the prospects fur next winter, Black said, “"We
ihink our outlook Is good. *“We've got some quality and we need 19
et those who'rehurt 1o get well.™

The miain vwao injury questions are 68 John Mark Wilson and 6-3
Mike Dokes becatge "you alwaiys sweat your kaee injurics mare
than anything else,” Black indicated.

*[ don't amiclpate any problem with Larry Robinson's broken
foot, He's not back working on it yel but tha's just & matier of
lime.”™

The other medical case 15 -8 freshman Alan Heillman, who
underwenl correclive surgery on a hand that troubled him from
high schoal,

Replacing Scoater Lemux in the starting lineup, which
presumably Grant could do, is the main problem for Black but
hinding inside depth, which Barker could have glven right oll the
bat, isa second one,

“We have enough people that ene of our Incoming boysor one o
the people we have now will come through at that guard,” Black
commented. .

“That"s not necessarily an easy posliion to fill but Harry
Larrabee and his ability 1o take ofl sume pressure makes it easter
1o lind somcone 1o handle that job.™

“Thompson faces new building job: Coliseum gets attention,” The Austin Statesman, 5/10/1972.




Crisis May Call

Austin's go-belween for Doth
“jown and gpwn" soclety, J.
Neils Thompsen, suys Austinites
should be ready o “live wilh a
lidlir more rupged almesphere’
in order to solve the clty's
enerpy crlsis.

Thompson, = University - of
Texns  profosser  of  eivid
engineering aed president of the
Austin Chwmher of Cominerc,

thr rest of the ecomumuenity™
should be prepared to “do ns
much ag we should” lo refieve

supplles,

cvery wile tries to aperale their
applisnees o lille  more
fefficiently,”  Thompson  sald
whon asked his resction o a
Thursdoy's officinl, c¢all  for
emergy  conservablon,  overy
1ete bl cownts," )
"My fecling s we need Lo look
at e big demand ilems," he
| galil. .
“Industry  Inkes @ lot of
ipower,” he added noting "s'pmu
~Indlustries, bt T hate lo slorl
mentivilog nimes,” could cut
i|down  power consumption
wlthont  xerlously ?:::uni,
| lsines B, :

“Crisis may call for rugged Iliving,” The Austln Statesman 5/256/1978.

saig “the university as well as s

the deain on lhe elty's Ln-LrL} :

“Iif every lome owner and §

For'-Ruggéd Li'ifing

4

I, NEILS THOMPSON
UT eofessor

“IE yonpel toon ﬁ"n_'rr critical
slage,"" he suld, “they will come
tp en Iwe  priorily  (for
cuibacks) tist.” Ho pdded thot
he hoped that sluge of the crisis
waould never be reached.

"My appeal’ hf.- sald, "'is

that we do alf we can o thol we

don't  shul  indusldy  down
Ieause whon wa dd, people will
e ot uI johs. ™ )

D.8-19



El

D.8-20

New NUAA president wants restructuring

Texas’ Thompson sets goals

By DAN COUTURE
Spearis Staff

Noewly elected Nalional

Collegiate Alhletle Asso-

cintipn president J. Neils

Thompson said Wednes-

day nright the resiruclur-

ing of that arganizalion is

the most imporlant issue

he will face in hls lwp-year
lerm.

Thompson was eleeled
president of the NCAA
Wednesday as that group
closed its 7ist convention. “The biggest
challenge, of colrse, isirying lo develop a
system that will accommodate major in-
stitntions, whelher in the Iramework of
Division I or outside it,” Thompson said
fram Miami Beach, Fla.

The NCAA is embrofled in conlroversy
aver whether so-called “super powers™ in
coflegiate athietics should have sole con-
trol over thelr policies or if olther Division
I schools should have a Say tn the malters.

“Restrocturing has te come some-
ums," Thompson said. **The guestion re-
mains, ‘How do you do IL?* This is part of

THOMPSON

the challenge to this job."

Thomgpson acthored a proposal at this
eonvention which would have kepl all pre-
sent schools in the NCAA Division [ classi-
fication, but would have given voling
rights in that group to only those schools
playing bigtime [ootball,

Thompson szid part of the reason he
took the presidency was because the pro-

nsal was voted down. *You don't like to
cave things hali-done. College athleties is
at 2 polnt, znd 1'm not sure critical is the
righl term, where il's subject to a great
deal of change.

“IT'S FACED WITH competition more,
for example, from prolessional sports, for
the entertainment dollar. On the other
hand, it has {o operate in & framework
that will Insure [ts leglimaey and integri-
ty," ho sakd,

Those are only immediale problems,
Thompson stressed.

“Farther down Lhe horizon, there's Ti-
{le IX. Bul the requirments are so ambigs
upus they'il have to be clarified befote we
::'apd really deal with them,” Thompson
said.

Tille 1X of the Education Amondments
Act state both men and women must be

tven enual athlelic opporiunity but there
Was been constant denale as to just what
eslablishes equal opporiunity.

Thompson's duties with the NCAA wil]
consist of presiding aver the proup's exee-
ulive committee. “t's a lairly poworful
post.” Thompson sald. “The council {or-
mulates policy and operaling procedures
of the NCAA"

Thompson said his present duties de-
mand approximately 70 hours per week
and he estimated his added respensibili-
lies will take an additional 15 hours per
week.

THOMPSON IS A PROFESSOR of elvil
ciigincering al Texas, UT's facully repre-
sentative to the Soulhwest Conference
and was a founder of the Balcones Re-
search Center.

Thompson succeeds John A. Fuzak of
Blichigan State University.

Edgar A. Sherman of Muskingum Cal-
lege was elocted secrelary-lreasurer and
the NCAA also elected seven gersons fo
serve bwo-year terms on the policy-maks
ing NCAA council.

“Texas’ Thompson sets goals,” Austin American-Statesman, 1/153/1977.



Thompson insisted
on playing by rules

As a longlime member and linally as president of the
NCAA, J. Neils Thompson had many epportunities to
come [ace-lo-face wilh chealing in college athictics.
The iall, gentiemanly engineering prolessor [rom
Texas always had a singular reaction: Follow the roles,
have integrity, do right.

Ten years ago, when (he NCAA was laboring along
with only two enforcement-investigative officials,
Thompson led an efforl which resulted in UT offering a
$5,000 prant (o the NCAA for a study of becfing up en-
foreement procedures. Ile also offered the universily's
help in raising $500,000 to expand the program.

“We fell the way things were going thal we (NCAA
schools) were goaing to be back in trouble like we were
20-25 yeors ago,' he said.

The NCAA lurned down UT's offer, bul made the
changes with a concurrence of ils members. Now,
Thompsan sald, cheating is “nol nearly as bad as il was
bock then. We have some bad ones. Bul there is nol
nearly the chealing that people think. My thinking is In
most instances Lhe proeess stands up.™

Thoempson's term as NCAA presidenl expired re-
ecnlly, and he has resigned as chairman of the Athletics
Council al UT and as the school's facully representa-
tive. He has been involved with athletics at UT for 24
years, the lnst 18 continoously. The record is admira-
ble.

I've known country preachers lo bootleg oul of the
cab stand on Salurday night and give a fire-breathing
sermon on the evils of drinking come Sunday morning.
But that was never the ease of Thompson's advocacy of
the NCAA rules and the University of Texas,

Even in places where UT isn't well-liked, the school
has a repulation for integrity. In tewns where people
would rather beat Texas than wake wp in the morning,
they admit that the Longhorns don’t buy athletes.

Leaving the school's athletic service, Thempson
takes as much pride in that as anything.

“1 share in Lhis pride,” he sald. “10's 2omething many
people are responsible for. But | rejoice in Lhe fact that
we have this reputation.

1 want to give a lot of eredit to the coaches. Darrell
Royal set an excellent example, and virtually all our
conches have followed the same line. They know that
we are guick Lo reporl ourselves for anything. The fact
that we've done so for so many year gives us pride.
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“J've lried this out op every president (of UTY thal
I've been invelved with, and that's been a greal many.
The question is 1his: ‘Do we adhere to the rules?" All
have said yes. And if they hadn't? "I wouldn't have
been around too fong,” replied Thompson.

It hasa't always been easy.

“A lot of people on the oulside have nol been very
happy with us because we haven’t played the same kind
of game Oklahoma has," Thempson said, “And we are
responsible nol only for gur alumni, bul for all our atk-
letic supporlers.

*Thal's where the trouble often is. That's where Okla-
homa Stale (currently on probation for illegal induce-
ments made by the school's supporters) is right now, [
helieve the president of Oklahoma Stale is sincere when
he says he wants to get things under contrel. But | don’l
believe he can gel things like that wnder contral. I don't
believe the president of Oklahema ean get things under
control, And [ think things are oul of contraol.”

The wealthy friends of any university want the school
to succeed, and some are willing to break the rules.
Texas has had such offers of help, Thompsen said.

*Buyl eur coaches have set the tenor (fer following the
rules). O, X. Bible set it way back in his time and Dar-
rell has held onlo it. 11 always enabled me as a member
and president of the NCAA Lo push [or a strong enforee-
ment program.”

Royal returned the compliment. “With his (Thomp-
san's) supparl, il made it easy for me slay on track,”
the UT athletie director said. ' never [ell any pressure
to walk the straight line. Hopefully, 1 was doing it will-
ingly. Bul I will tell you this: Had we done il dilfferently,
Meils Thompson wouldn't have tolerated it, He starls
from inlegrity."

Thompson sat in his office Thursday afternoon, look-
ing oul over the campus. A late summer shower had
washed over the area and now the sun had broken
through again,

“Sometimes,” he mused, “] guess people wondered
whose side I was on. When I had te tell a supporter lo
back off or declare a kid incligible, 1 was like the guy in
the black hat."

This is where the good professor was wrong, In his cf-
forls and service Lo Texas and intercollegiote athlelics
at larpe, he was always one of the guys in a white hat,

“Thompson insisted on playing by rules,” Austin American-Statesman, 9/8/1979.
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J. Neils Thompson, a retired University of Texas engineering professor and a major
force in college athletics for almost 25 vears, died Friday after a long illness. He was
8s5.

Thompson was a former president of the National Collegiate Athletic Association,

the governing body for collegiate sports. He was a faculty representative and
chairman of the UT Athletics Couneil.

Former Texas sports information director Jones Ramsey said Thompson was
" “highly revered" by the NCAA.

" "The NCAA went to him for a lot of opinions," Ramsey said. " “He was highly
respected by the NCAA, even though he did not work for them. (The president's job
was not a paid position.) He never used his power to promote Texas. He used his
power to promote the NCAA"

Said longtime Associated Press writer Denne Freeman: * " He had a knack for getting
things done. . . . The job he did got a lot of national respect for Texas and the old
Southwest Conference in the days he ran the show. And he was a good guy, too.”

Thompson served 24 vears on the UT athletics council during the 1960s and 1g70s.
A civil engineering professor at UT, Thompson was the first director of the Balcones
Research Center and wrote more than 200 techmeal books.

AUT graduate , Thompson was a member of the 1934 Longhorn football team that
earned a 7-6 victory over Notre Dame, a dominant team of the era. He was named to
the Longhorn Hall of Honor in 1g79.

Services will be at 2 p.m. Monday at Weed-Corley-Fish Funeral Home in Anstin.
J. Neils Thompson death notice, Austin American-Statesman, 9/27/1998.



J. NEILS THOMPSON

J. Neils Thompson passed away Friday, September 25, 1998, in Austin, Texas.He
was born on October 14, 1912, in Canyon, Texas.

At the time of his death, Mr. Thompson was professor Emeritus of Civil Engineering
at The University of Texas at Austin, having begun teaching there in 1941. He refired
from active teaching in 198s.

He began his career at the Texas Highway Department in 1935 as a research
engineer and junior resident engineer. He was a registered professional engineer,
serving as president of the Travis Chapter, Texas Society of Professional Engineers
in 1950, as President of the Texas Society of Professional Engineers in 1953 and
president of the National Society of Professional Engineers in 1965-66. He was an
Honorary Member of the Bricklayers International Union and was elected "Fellow”
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science in 1968, a "Fellow” in
the American Conerete Institute in 1973 and a "Fellow” in the American Society of
Civil Engineers in 1974.

During his tenure at UT, he founded and served 31 years as Director of Balcones
Research Center. His service to the University included Chairman of the Athletics
Council, Intercollegiate Athletics for Men and Faculty Representative from 194.4-46
and again from 1963-1979, during which more than $60,000,000 in facilities
utilized by Intercollegiate Athletics were constructed. As President of the Southwest
Athletic Conference in 1973 and 1974, he led the successful effort to bring Texas
Tech University and the University of Houston into the conference. He served as
President of the National Collegiate Athletic Association in 1977 and 1978 and was
elected to the Longhorn Hall of Honor in 1g74.

Service to the community included Viee Chairman of the Board of Trustees of St.
Edward's Umiversity, from which he received an Honorary Doctorate in Humane
Letters in 19g6; past President and Vice President for Economic Development of the
Anstin Chamber of Commerce; past President of the Austin Country Club, Austin
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Kiwanis Club and the Austin Methodist City Board of Missions.

Professor Thompson is survived by his wife Wanda, whom he married on August 3,
1940, at the University United Methodist Church of Austin; one daughter, Patricia
Laitala and her husband Wayne, of Richardson, Texas; two grandsons, Michael
Neils Laitala, who is attending The University of Texas at Austin, and David
Thompson Laitala, a student at Georgia Institute of Technology; one sister, Mrs.
Glendine Short of Bay City, Texas; and three nephews, Michael Wade of Bay City,
Texas, Dr. Pat Wade of Emporia, Kansas, and Harry Sockol of Lake Travis.

The family will receive friends from 4:00 until 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 27,
1998, at Weed-Corley-Fish Funeral Home, 3125 North Lamar Boulevard, Austin.
Services will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, September 28, 1998, at Weed-Corley-
Fish Funeral Home, with burial at Anstin Memorial Park. Honorary pallbearers will
be Dr. Elmer C. Baum, Dr. James Graham, Major General George A. Edwards Jr.,
1JSAF (ret) and Professor Thompson's three nephews.

Arrangements by Weed-Corley-Fish Funeral Home, 3125 N. Lamar Blvd. 452-8811
J. Neils Thompson obituary, Austin American-Statesman, 9/27/1998.
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Wanda Thompson

Wanda Thompson, of Austin, Texas, passed away on September 4. 2005. She was
born on February 15, 1915, to John Samue] Austin Stephens and Effie Katherine
Sapp Stephens in Timpson, Texas, where she spent her childhood and graduated
high school. Leaving "Deep East Texas”, she moved to Austin to become secretary to
Dewitt C. Greer at the State Highway Department. Here she met and married J.
Neils Thompson on August 3, 1940, 1n the University United Methodist Church,
where they maintained life-long membership.

Wanda was devoted to the University of Texas, where Neils was a Professor
Emeritus in Civil Engineering. Together, they were instrumental in the progress of
the University through involvement in intercollegiate athletics, Balcones Research
Center and the Department of Engineering.

She is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, Patricia and Wayne Laitala of
Richardson, Texas; grandsons, Michael Neils Laitala of Denver, Colorado, and
David Thompson Laitala of Austin, Texas; nephew, Harryv Sockol and wife, Kay of
Lake Travis; and aunt, Ercyl Tipton of Jacksboro, Texas.

Wanda stayed in her home with the serene views of the Taylor Slough trees with the
assistance of many wonderful caregivers. The family wishes to express its
appreciation to Dolores Chacon, Ronda Beans, Antonia Mendez, Frances Dembly,
Delores Ellis, Eloisa Gutierrez and Lydia Saucedo for their loval companionship.

A memorial service will be held at the Weed-Corlev-Fish Chapel on Wednesday,
September 7th at 2:00 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the J. Neils Thompson Graduate
Fellowship in Structural Engineering or the J. Neils Thompson Centennial Teaching
Fellowship in Civil Engineering at the University of Texas at Austin, P.0O. Box 7458,
Anstin, Texas 78713-7458.

Wanda Thompson obituary, Austin American-Statesman, 9/6/2005.
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“R. Desmond Kidd seeks re-election,” The Austin S-tatesman 2/12/1972.
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Congratulation goes fo JAYNE
KIDD, Reallor Associate with LEQ
HERZOG & COMPANY, REALTOR
for reaching o high velume of
$278,850.00 in residenticl sales

during the month of July. Wa are
proud 1o have JAYNE o part of
our sales staHf. She will be hap-
py lo assist you in your real es-
tale needs.

Advertisement, The Austin American Statesman &/8/1976.
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c%‘»mmsq -3 3 7€ No 1 792 8
APPLIWION FOR SEWER CONNECTION. 'r .
Austin, Texas, X-/ Z 7’_ 19%

To the Superintendent of Sewer and Public Improvements,
City of Austin, Texas

AN

Siri—

I hereby make application for sewer connection and instructions |

on premises owned by, & ’4/’ Gl /5411
at__, -?¢0 o Lor-@.s Stzeet,
further descrlbed as {% A2, block: , outlot, )
subdivisionmll‘t/ Toeen é .division , plat /& Do
which is to be used as a /% ;

In thlS place there are to be msta]led f ] i

I agree to pay the City Sewer Department the regular ordmance 1

charge. .
Z D }.g E _fRespectful]y m

v — e
Stub Out /7 é o "
Size of MﬂmA/ 3 7] : T v“‘ g

; . % . g !

Size of Service ;.

2 2, Feet Deep ,.,m A
Feet from Property Line,

Inspected by
Connection made bx,”,

Sewer connectzon permit 1ssued to Ne11 J [szc] Thompson, 8/9/1941.




-3+ Neils Thompson:

Tarrytown #6

45625 7-25-50
Ed B.Bustin

- -2403 Tower Drive

162 E.1/2 of 180, all of 189 - - -

* Enlarge kitchen & add sorsen porch (red

$1500.00

Dagsmon Kidd

Tarrytown #6

79903 Be22+61
Jack Rather

FAMILY ROOM  BATHROOM

2403 Tower Drive

162 E.% of 190% all of 189

Frame addition to resldencége

%000.00
add 3

FIREPLACE

Building permit issued to Desmon [sic/ Kidd to construct a wood-frame addition, 5/22/1961.
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Building permit issued to J. Neils Thompson to enlarge kitchen and add screen porch, 7/25/1950.
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ADDRESS: 243{? l‘b\rb\_ @A_ ],EZT*E}; BLK. T W é

par: Jb 2 ' FIRE ZONE & l USE DIST. A3 HaaDist / OCCUPANCY@J‘.\_‘?" é’a.ﬂ

LAYOUT\ \ FRAMINC—\ \ FINAL\

79903

SPECIAL NOTES

5/2’3/4_/ P%ﬂ% s, ‘57 2 '}/4/ Pave. \ e, 7}/2 ¢ /6 ) LA
/S '

~
FLOOR-JOIST /vecebsany 4 I3XIFAIT XY
FOUNDATION 1ZE & O.C. BLDG, CONN. C— ~-2/ = £ g
CEILING-JOIST _ ROOM
FR: SETBACK SIZE £ O. C. YENTILATION
AGGREGATE / STUD SIZE Ve WATER & ,
&MIN.SIDEYD. | 7 /] Lo.cC. ) SEWER RELEASE o Al
SIDE STREET V MASONRY PLMB. DEPT. JForad . &
YARD WALL RELEASE careﬂmm P
STAIRS REQ Y H A B poredl
. EATING & A/C Zlm.
AND NO. RELEASE e ng 1#11"4 -
ATTIC FIRE ELECTRIC
STOPS REQ. DEPT. RELEASE
FIRE WALLS ENG. DEPT,
REQ. & NO. RELEASE
1 ROOF FIRE MARSHAL
OVERHANG RELEASE
ROOF L
OVERHANG =1 far 2
PAVED PARK s
REQ. & NO. /?

ZQ—L,/—WS-\)-‘“"‘“

173

INSPECTOR

Inspection card for a rear addition, 5/25/1961.
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing building footprint, May 1962.

1981 011917 00 00 BP Building Permit

Type BP Building Permit Status Final
Sub Type R- 435 Renovations/Remodel Parent ID
Work Remodel RowID 509037

Group Permits

Primary Property

Address 2403 TOWER DRIVE,
AUSTIN, Texas, 78703, USA Roll 0117040402 Prop ID 372260 Folder Unit

Location [Tarrytown 36 Block — Lot: 9999 Tarrytown 36 9999 —

Tracking Dates and Reference Information

In Date Jun 08, 1981 Issue/Approve Jun 08, 1981 Expires Jul 16, 1981
Ref. No. 0215832 Issued By PIER_ADP Final Date Jul 16, 1981
Name 2403 Tower Drive A 00000 Priority
Description

ﬁRemodel Exist Res

Conditions
}Smoke Detector Req —This P Ermit Not For Re-Roofing.Dormant 4-5-90 Per Fred Castillo***
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Record of building permit to remodel residence, 6/8/1981.



1984 026926 00 00 BP Building Permit

Type BP Building Permit Status Final
Sub Type R- 435 Renovations/Remodel Parent ID
Work Remodel RowID 545509

Group Permits
Primary Property

Address 2403 TOWER DRIVE,
AUSTIN, Texas, 78703, USA Roll 0117040402 Prop ID 372260 Folder Unit

D.8- 32

Location Tarrytown #6 Block: Lot: E1/2 Of Lot 190 & All Of 189 Tarrytown #6 E1/2 Of Lot 190 & All Of 189

Tracking Dates and Reference Information

In Date Dec 11, 1984 Issue/Approve Dec 11, 1984 Expires Mar 22, 1985
Ref. No. 8425927 Issued By PIER_ADP Final Date Mar 22, 1985
Name 2403 Tower Drive A 00000 Priority
Description

Remodel Re-Roof Portion, & Reside Ext Garage**

Conditions

**0Of Res To Create Bedroom &Bath,Relocate Washer/Dryer Drnd Oked By C. Schlagel No Remodeling To Res***

Record of building permit to remodel residence, 12/11/1954.
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Plans showing demolition of carport and construction of new carport, 11/18/2012.



