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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
FEBRUARY 25, 2019
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2018-0663
3204 BRIDLE PATH

PROPOSAL
Demolish a ca. 1940 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-and-a-half story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a combination of Cape
Cod massing and Colonial Revival details; full-width inset porch; single 6:6 fenestration.

RESEARCH

The house was built around 1940. The first occupants were Gerald C. and Anna M. Mann,
who rented the house for about 4 years in the early 1940s. Gerald C. Mann was a former
football star at SMU, where he earned the nickname of the “Little Red Arrow.” After college,
he went to Harvard Law School then returned to Texas to practice law with his brother in
Dallas. He was appointed Texas Secretary of State in 1935, and Attorney General of the
State of Texas in 1938. He served as attorney general until 1944, when he returned to private
practice in Dallas. Through his tenure as attorney general, Mann was an avid supporter of
FDR’s progressive policies, and embarked on a campaign of trust-busting in Texas. He died
in Dallas in 1990.

From around 1945 until recently, the house was owned and occupied by Joe P. and Martha
Greenhill. Joe P. Greenhill was a native of Houston and was became an assistant state
attorney general in 1948. While in that position, he argued the losing side of Sweatt v.
Painter, the landmark civil rights case that led to the ultimate overturning of the doctrine of
separate but equal in public schools. Through this case, he and Thurgood Marshall, the
African-American attorney representing Heman Sweatt, became friends. He was a founder
(with Judge Ireland Graves and Chrys Dougherty) of the prominent Austin law firm of
Graves, Dougherty and Greenhill in 1950. Governor Price Daniel appointed him to fill a
vacancy on the Texas Supreme Court in 1957, and he was elected to serve on the Supreme
Court in 1958. He became Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in 1972, and served in that
capacity until his retirement 10 years later. In his later years, he worked to install processes
for arbitration and mediation in Texas jurisprudence, allowing low-income people access to
the legal system to settle disputes without having to file an expensive lawsuit. Justice
Greenhill died in 2011; his widow, Martha, died in 2018.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date.

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined
that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:
a. Architecture. The house reflects Cape Cod massing and Colonial Revival
details, especially in the window and door configuration, both common
architectural trends in Austin from the 1920s through the late 1940s. The
house has insufficient architectural distinction to warrant individual
designation as a historic landmark.
b. Historical association. The house has associations with two leaders of the legal
profession in Texas — Gerald C. Mann, who served as Secretary of State and as
Attorney General in the late 1930s and early 1940s, followed by Joe Greenhill,
who served as Attorney General before being appointed to the Texas Supreme
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Court, where he served for 25 years, 10 years as chief justice. Staff recognizes
the importance of these two people in the legal profession but does not believe
that the house qualifies as a historic landmark because of their associations.

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic
group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for
archiving at the Austin History Center.
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries

Thig product has heen produced by CTW for the sole purpose of geographic reference. Mo warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific ac curacy or completeness.
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
3204 Bridle Path

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
October, 2018

1992 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Lawyer, Baker & Botts, attorneys, 98 San Jacinto Street.

1985-86 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Chief justice, Texas Supreme Court

1981 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Chief justice, Texas Supreme Court

1977 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Chief justice, Texas Supreme Court

1973 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Chief justice, Texas Supreme Court

1968 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Associate justice, Texas Supreme Court
Also listed are Joe Greenhill, Jr. and William D. Greenhill, both students.

1965 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Associate justice, Texas Supreme Court
Also listed is Joe P. Greenhill, Jr., a student.

1961 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Associate justice, Texas Supreme Court
Also listed is Joe P. Greenhill, Jr., a student.

1957 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Partner (with Ireland Graves and Chrys Dougherty), Graves, Dougherty &
Greenhill, attorneys, 1003 Capital National Bank Building, 114 W. 7" Street.

1954 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Partner (with Ireland Graves and Chrys Dougherty), Graves, Dougherty &
Greenhill, attorneys, 1003 Capital National Bank Building, 114 W. 7" Street.
1952 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Partner (with Ireland Graves and Chrys Dougherty), Graves, Dougherty &
Greenhill, attorneys, 1005 Capital National Bank Building, 114 W. 7" Street.

1949 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Assistant State Attorney General

1947 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners
Briefing attorney, State Supreme Court

1944-45 Lydia H. Cage, renter
Consultant, State Department of Public Welfare
Also listed is Harriet H. Cage, a private secretary.
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NOTE: Joe P. and Martha Greenhill are not listed in the directory.

1942 Gerald C. and Anna M. Mann, renters
Attorney General, State of Texas
NOTE: Joe and Martha Greenhill are listed at 1102 Eason Avenue; he was a
clerk at the State Supreme Court.

1941 Vacant
NOTE: Gerald C. and Anna M. Mann are listed at 104 W. 33" Street. He was

the attorney general of the State of Texas.

1940 The address is not listed in the directory.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

Gerald C. and Anna M. Mann (ca. 1941 — ca. 1944)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Gerald C. and Anna Mary Mann as the renters of the house at 104
W. 33" Street in Austin. Gerald C. Mann was 33, had been born in Texas, and was the attorney
general of the State of Texas. Anna Mary Mann was 31, had been born in Texas, and had no
occupation listed. They had 2 children: Jerry, 9; and Lola, 7. Both had been born in Texas. The
family lived in Washington, D.C. in 1935.



Gerald Mann Quits
Washington Post

Will Resume Law Practice,
In Dallas

Gerald (. Mann, former secre-
lary of state, hap resignsd ae Wash-
ington representative of the Tex-
ax planning board, and wli reopen
his Idallas law offfces, [le has ds-
clned a lucrative f{ederal law ap-
polntment In Texas, In order 1o ro-
sume his law practice, bot (&8 A
prospeciive future candldate fnf
mitorney general, according to In-
formation from Washington.

Mann was active In Gov. James
V. Allred's campalgn two years agn,
and touk office as secretary of state
when Allred wawn fnnugurated. Ie
resigned 1o gn to Washington naa
reprerentative  of the planning
hoard, at mors than double the
meagre §I000 constitutionally-1lm-
ltedd salary of the recretary of slate

In his final report to the ataie
plannlng hoard, Mann  recounted
that since ha han Leen In Warhing-
ton, saven majlnr staienlde TrxnA

projects sponsared  hy the board
liave Ywen  approved  for federal
grants exceedlng $3,600000, *I d“E
not feel” he told the hoard, “that.
conditlens Jurtify my contlnulng in
thin rapacity longer.” i

The projreets ptecessfully  apon-
eored  inclipde A FI60.600 histoslead®
Industrinl survey: a 5000 under.
pround water surveyr: a §2.354, 000
statew ide tazatlon and delinquent
tax aurvey:; a 117000 planning
ard staflf project to help finaner
the bhenrd's actlvliles: n FRT5,000
mineral resources =irvey; A Fings
0 mtntenfde  sdycational  soevey
aml n §5400 husipyers research sur-
ey,
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Another Job Done

Gerald C. Mann, resigning 1%
Washinglon representative of the
Texas planning board, will return
to hit Dallas law practice, and
fikely will manage Gov. James V.,
Allted's re-election campaign in
North Texas. e is a prospective
future candidate {ar attorney
" weneral,

Gerald Mann returns to Dallas

Austin American-Statesman, March 1, 1936
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‘Little Red Arrow’ Scores Again

" Photo hy Neal Douglam
Youthful Gerald C. Mann took his oath of office as attorney
general of Texas Saturday at the capitol, The oath was administer-

ed by Associate Justice John H. Sharp of Texas supreme court,

left. Mann returned to his second state office, having formerly !
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served as secretary of state, but entered his first state elective

office as attorney general

e D e ———



Mann, Sworn As
- tate Attorney,
Ready for Work

Former Gridiron Ace

Announces a Full
Staff of Aides

Gerald C. Mann, whose fame as a

fleet runner on the football field'
held good in his first state political
race, was sworn in as attorney gen-
eral of Texas Saturday, 1 p. m. at
the depariment over which he will
preside for the next two years.
"Associnte Justice John H. Sharp
of supreme court administered the
path, in the presence of about 200
peaple who thronged the attorney
general's library., Outgoing Atty.:
Gen. William McCraw, Judge Ralph |
Yarborough, who opposed Mann in|
the first primary and supported him |
in the second, many members of
the appellate and Travis county
bench and of the bar, and members |
of his staff, witnessed the brief
ceremony.  Mrs, Mann, who is re-
covering from a recent illness, was
unable io be present.

Thanks Friends

Mr. Mann, at the close of the
ceremony, as he affixed his name
to the official oath, thanked his
friends for attending the swearing-
in ceremony, and dedicated his.ef-
forts to the service of Texas as
the gtate's chief law officer.

There had just been hung over
his desk in the capitol a large wood
plaque, presented by "his former
associates in the state department
when he was secrelary of state, on
which was carved:

"I sacriticed no principle to gain
this office; I will sacritice none
to keep it." This was s paraphrase
of his campaign slogan.

Mann during the day announced
completion of his staff, in readiness
to carry on the vast legal business
of the stale, and shaped plans to
departmentalize the work into
seven bureaus, with chiefs in .charge
of each, )

The youthful official, who gained
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Mann Takes Over
High State Post

Sworn In, He Names

Staff of Aides

fContinued from page 1}

tame as a member of the SM.U.
football team, already had behind
him a considerable record of pub-
lic service. Appoinied by Gov.
James V. :_'Ll‘lred as secrelary of
state, he served in that office until
he resigned to become the repre-
sentative of the Texas planning
board in Washington. There he
pushed through Texas public im-
provement projects aggregaling
more ihan $100,000,000, When he
rounded up this task, he resigned,
and returned to private practice of
law at Dallas, as & member of the
firm of Mann, Irion and Mann.

Seasoned Lawyers

He was one of five candidates
who enfered the attorney gencral's
race last spring. Into the run-off
against Lieut, Gov, Waller F, Wood-
ul, he heard the radio address of
Gov-Nominate Lee O'Daniel, en-
dorsing Mr. Woodul for allorney
general, only to redouble his ag-
gressive campaign fight and come
through to an overwhelming wvie-
lory.

Mr. Mann, in selecting his staff,
chose numerous seasoned lawyers
alder than himself as assistanis at-
torney general, along with others,
to help carry on the state's vast
legal business.

For the past 106 days, befors he
was sworn in, he has been here,
busily organizing and completing
hiz staff, and getting ready for the
ii_mpﬁnt of heavy work after the
irs
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‘Mann in a group at the capilol Sun-

Among Dallas assoelates and
friends wha attended the ceremaony
were: Mr, and Mrs, Sam McCorkle;
M, H, Irion, Mr, and Mrs., Guy
Mann, Rep. W. O. Reed, Mr, and
Mrs. W. A. Diffey, Jr,, Mr. and Mrs.
Lynn Lawther, Freeman Burford
and son, Mrs. E. A, Smiih, Fred
Martin and others,

Members of the Sunday school
class he formerly taught af First
Methodist church, Dallas, unable
fo be here Saturday, will wvisit

day noon, and there present him
with an engraved plague bearing
his campalign motto, Presentation
will be made by Sam McCorkle,
member of the firm of Mann, Irion
and Mann, whe sueceeded Mann as

D.2-12

Gerald C.

teacher of the class,
Mann is sworn in as Attorney General of Texas

Austin American-Statesman, January 1, 1939

Youthful Gerald Mann, Who Can Turn Down a Job
{On Supreme Court, Is Living Symbol of Success

Iy HAROLD V., RATLIFF

DALLAS, April 12—{AP)—Suc-
eors story: The comparatively bricl
but eventful life of Gerald C. Mann,
football star, minister, lawyer, paoli-
tician,

AL 33 Mann can afford o decline
#n appointment to the chiel jus-
tieeship of the Texds supreme
court.

I doing so the youthful atterncy
general said he was eonvineed he
was hetter equipped for his pres-
ent position, therefore could be of

more service,

sized Mann has been nothing short
of meteoric.
He earned nalional fame as quar.

versity's football fcam in 1927,

He had to work for his education,
doing chores on a farm, janltor
work, wailing table and selling in-
SUraAnce.

Mann was a cnach {we years at
his alma mater, them went io Har-
vard law school. He earned his
woy as A [netory hand and,minis-

| Mass. _
iand appeared twice the congregas -
;-ttum selected him as regular pas- -
terback af Southern Methodist uni-: tor | -

ter. Me tried for a pulpit vacancy
at Magnolia, suburb of Gloucester,

_ Despite his high attainments Mann
is 1o inexperienced—in the oves
of the law—in become chicl justice
uniil Eeptember. Tn hold this of.
fice one must have been a lawyer
seven Yoars.

But Gav. W. Lee O'Daniel wns
willing to wait for him—io hold

the place open until Maun enuld
qualify.

As atlorney general Mann gels
510,000 a year: az chiel justice he
would get $8,000.

The rise of the hlncl:-hajmm pint.

After he bought a long coat 5

He fairly leaped inte polities,
serving a5 A compaign  manager,
assistant atlorney pgeneral, Scere-
tary of state and coordinator nt|*
stale and federal work projects. 1o

Mann, chosen attorney general in i
1938 is unopposed for ro-clection, ]

His intimates say he will run for !
governor two years {rom now, Oth-
ers think he will secck a place in
the United States sensie.

Story about Gerald C. Mann
Austin Statesman, April 12, 1940



Mann Most Popular

Choice for Governor |

By JOE BELDEN N
Falltnr, Teaas Survers of FPublle Opinlon
iCeprricht, 14411

though Mr. O'Danlel has just
gone to Washington and Mr. Steven-
son now lives in the mansion, 1t
is H-year-old Gernld C. Mann whe
is Texas' man of the hour.

The volers have the youthlul ate
tarncy genernl uppermost in their
minds ax their choice for fovernor
in the elections next summer, it
Is found in a poll that covered
"lexas from the Panhandle te the

THE BELDEN POLL

How wolers in the varfous zec-
tions of Texas choose their
favorites for the pubernatorial
race in 1042:
Mm;lﬁﬁ! vas'n O'Tan’l

Tlalar ... ) ll"’
North  Teind 13
Fant Team an H i 37
South  Tesss ..., A% an 18
Ceniral Teras ... b% 2 "
Southwest & Lower

Valley _....ou v 43 I 12
Werl Teman ... 1 az 12

T

Jower valley. Texas Surveys of Pub-
lic Opinion, using the same scien-
tific technlques that enabled it ta
predict five state elections with an
average crror of 25 per centage
points, set out te find from the
people themselves the answers o
these questions:

« Who are at present the most
popular possibilities for governor In
10427

2. Where does Stevenson rank
with the electorate as he beglns
hix tenure as governor?

3. What are O'Daniel's chances
today, should he decide o run for
a third term?

No Presentation Triek

The survey finds that it makes
1ittle difference how the idea s
presented—Gerald C. Mann Is the
favarite of about half of the elec-
tore. His defeat in the recent U, S,
senaln race xeems to have left him
unseathed. First, Interviewers ask-
ed, “At thls time, whom do you
think you wonld llke to see elected
governor of Texas next summer?™
suggesting no names. These were
the results:

Gerald C. Mann .....ovvveenns -11'
Coke . Stevenson .. e &
W, Lee O'Daniel cvvviviinness l:l"
Lyndon H. Johnson .....s.es. 13"
Others a*

‘Then this query was presented,
naming three men currently men-
tloned as most probable candidates
for governor next summer, “If you
hiad a chanee to choose from one
of these three men for governor,
which do you think you might favor
—Gerald C, Mann, W. Lea O'Daniel,
Coke R. Sievenson?” The answers:
Gerald C. Mann ....ooviveues. 515
Coke R. Slevenson ... Larm
W. Lee O'Danlel ..........00 18"

This study Is not fo be interpret-
—_— - 7

BEER DELIVERY

Instant Serviee — lce Cold
Hhiner, Case 5185 6-G0e

Budwelser, Caxe $3.00, 6-00g
Charlie's Liquor Store

19th & Guad, Thone 4525

Pappy’s in the Senate and Coke’s in Mansion
But Jerry Is People’s Choice, Says Belden Poll

THE BELDEN POLL:

Whom Would the Votgrs

Choose for Gevernor )
in 19427? ’

=

2

"

With O'Daniel in Washinglon as senator, Stevenson promoted
10 the governorship, and Mann back at his atlorney general's
desk, Texas has cleared its political decks, is already looking
forward to the primaries less than a year hepee, Three pere
ronalilies have impressed the voters as the most likely candidates
for governor, and as the bar graph above shows, Mann is today
the top faverite when his name is placed alongside the other
two. When the selection is not limited to these three men, how-

cver, Lyndon Johnson polls as

many voles as O'Daniel, Mann

and Stevenson still leading in that order, this latest Belden

Poll shows.

cd as a sign fhat Gov. Stevenson
will have no chance against Mann
it they should bath run for the of-
fiee. By virtue of his prestige ns
governor, Stevenson will likely in-
crease  his  following. 'This  poll
merely records his position as he
takes up his new dutics, What will
happen to his, Mann's, and
O'Danlel’s fortunes during the next
nine or ten months before the
political fireworks are iznited once
more, Texas Surveys will ehart and
blish in this newspaper month
y month.
Pappy's Popularity Ebhs

What cannot escape nolice Is the
low ebb of O'Daniel’s popularity.
Weeks belore the recent senplorial
clection the surveys pointed to the
stiffest contest he was yet %o face,
a fact confirmed by his extremely
narrow victory, Upen leaving for
Washington, O'Danicl's popularity-
as-governor  fndex indicated his
support was at ils lowest point dur-
ing his second term, 4% per cent.
‘Taday he would be no maich against
Mann and Stevenson. This may
well ke due to a greal exient to
the bellef of many volers that
O'Daniel will seek re-election to
the senate, not the governorship, in
1042, 1t is recalled, however, that
during his last eampalgn ©O'Daniel
promised he might be back for a
third term if Texas politicians “did
not behave themselves” during his
nbsence.

Some comment was heard afler
the senatarial race that O'Daniel
would not have made the grade had
a run-off been held. That opinlon
is substantially correct, for the sur-
veys soon afler the election found
ihat ballots would have been cast
In this way had a run-off been pos-
slble: Johnson 58 per cent, O'Danlel
44 per cont.

Mann's itrength as & gubernatorlal

candidale comes mainly from the
northern part of the siate, He is
weakest among South-East Texnns
and In the Southwest and Lower
Valley sections.
Few I'ensloners for Coke

Residents of cities of 100,000 or
more appear to be among hls most
united supporiers, 82 per cent there
baeking him. It will be remember-
cd that the urban centers were the
weak spots in O'Daniecl's campaign
for the senate. The higher the in-
come of the group, the more people
are found in favor of Mann and
Stevenson. What may be surprls-
ing Is that pensloners divide as
follows when a choice from these
three names is made:

Gerald C, Mann « 57%
Coke R, Slevenson . 16"
W. Lee O'Daniel ... -

Comparlson of opiniens with rel-
erence tn voles cast in the June
election for senalor shows that less
than hall of O'Danicl's followers
then would select him as governor
again:

Crerarerass

Thotwe Who

Voted For

Senntor For: Prefer for Gov.
Mann Stev'sn O'Dn'l

Mann . .oeeee. 0% 6% 5%

O'Danlel. 31" 1\ %"

Oth h !

PERSONAL LOANS
TO BALARIED PEQPLE

AT 8% INTEREST

Southern Guaranty Co.
Diat 4011 618 Drazos

a

B ————

Gerald C. Mann was popular among voters for a Senate run
Austin American-Statesman, August 17, 1941
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Gerald C. Mann was born in Sulphur Springs, Texas in 1907. He attended Southern Methodist
University, where he was twice an All-American quarterback and earned the nickname of the
“Little Red Arrow.” He obtained his law degree from Harvard University, then returned to Texas
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and opened a law firm in Dallas with his brother. In 1935, he was appointed the Texas Secretary
of State, and in 1939, he became the Attorney General of the State of Texas, a position he held
until 1944, when he returned to Dallas and went back into a private law practice. He was known
for his aggressive pursuit of an agenda of trust-busting while serving as Attorney General. In the
larger political world, he was a progressive and strongly supported Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s
administration. He remained very active in Democratic party politics in Dallas, and served as the
Texas director of the Kennedy-Johnson presidential campaign in 1960. He died in Dallas in 1990.
His wife, Anna Mary Mars Mann, died in Dallas in 2002. They are both buried there.

From “A Guide to the Gerald C. Mann Papers,” Briscoe Center for American History, University

of Texas at Austin, and other sources.

Joe R. and Martha Greenhill (ca. 1945 — ca. 2011)

Joe R. Greenhill was born in Houston in 1914 and died in 2011. He served on the Texas Supreme
Court for 25 years, the last 10 of those as chief justice. He got his law degree from the University
of Texas in 1939, where he was a member of the Texas Cowboys. He became an assistant
attorney general of Texas in 1948, co-founded Graves, Dougherty & Greenhill in 1950, and was
appointed to the Texas Supreme Court by Governor Price Daniel in 1957. He was elected to the
court in 1958 and was appointed Chief Justice in 1972. He retired in 1982. He received an
honorary doctor of law degree from SMU in 1977, and joined the firm of Baker Botts in 1982.

As attorney general, Joe Greenhill represented the State of Texas in the case of Sweatt v. Painter,
when African-American student Heman Sweatt sued to be admitted to the University of Texas
School of Law. Greenhill argued against Thurgood Marshall in this case at the U.S. Supreme
Court, which ultimately allowed Sweatt to integrate the UT School of Law and paved the way for
the Brown v. Board of Education case out of Kansas that integrated public schools throughout the
country.

In the 1980s Judge Greenhill worked to change state laws restricting the use of arbitration and
mediation, benefitting many low-income people who now have a new forum to settle disputes
without the need for expensive litigation.

From Baker Botts attorney profiles

Greenbhill Is Named
To Top State Court
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Few Brewsler Beﬂgn's'
Posl Effective Sept. 30

By s.m woon msign He has been an ahble ancl
" Capltol Correspondent conscientious public servant and
Joe R Greenhill of Austin Tues|one' of our finest jurists.” e
day was-appointed {0 -the State| Greenhill was an honor student -
Supreme Court to fill the vacancy|at the Unlversity of Texas. He re-
ereated by the resignation of As-icelved his BA and BBA degrees
A4 saciate Justice Few Brewster. |in 1035, each with highest henors.
2 Greenhlll, a native of Houston,|He miq;qd the bar examination

ﬁ,
seryed as first: assistant -under|and received his license to prace
Governor Price Danlel when he|gjee in- 1938, The Io

was atlorney general. Greenhillipe recelved his LLB mm%
was Daniel's siate campal:n man- Unlversity ﬂ{h h'igbest honors, >

ager in Jast summer's ele

JOE R. GREENHILL

announced "Tuesday, was elfeciive

bench, after  distingulsied Togal
a shed ]

career, -because of {11 healih. L‘Eﬂ

In announcing .the appol

of Greeohill,” Gov. 'Danlel sald of

has made a distingulshed record
on the Supreme Court and T re-
'mthehn:lﬂuﬂitmﬂ'm

ney o the Texas Supreme  Court
early in 1M1, serving until ha
went - into paval sewiu in Wnrkl
War IL. -

“Alter leaving: Navy service In
1916, Greenhill became an assist-

Judge Brewster, “Judge Brewster ant gltorney general Jam, 1, 1847

under Dandel. He was made {irsg
aseistant  atlorney _:gneral two

- AR
Palladfuwa’ Toudoes’ Tesscmliae fo -

'|" Retiring Judge Brewster .is a
native of Williamson County, His
legal career Included appointment
to the commission of appeals of
the Supreme Court In 1941, He bes
came “an -associate “justice' when
the court ‘membership . was " Ine -
creased by constltutional amends *
ment in 15, Since the death of
Justice B. Smedley In ‘185, ha

125, announeing the appoinanent

n a
Danlel * sald, "Juﬂge Greenhill's
.|integrity, legal scholarship,. ln:l
I:ﬁs experience as hrieling. attor-
1o the: Supreme Court, as an

'asslstant attorney general and ‘as .

a- successful - attorney " In - civil

prauice well qualifies Iﬁm far
this important position, In
opinien he is one of Texas' ablest
Inwyers anrd will make an ownt-
standing member of the Supreme
Court."

Mrs. Greenhill 15 the former
Martha Shuford of Tyler, They
were married in 190, The Green-
hills have iwo sons, Joe Jr., and
gilh.‘ They rcside at 32 Bridle

ath.

Joe Greenhill appointed to the Texas Supreme Court
Austin Statesman, August 27, 1957
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Charbos Crwerzeen
After 15 wears as o member of the Texas Supremg Conrd, foc
Robert Creenhill succeeded Robert Calvert as chief fustice,

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Texas

Joe R. Greenhill takes over as Texas' top jurist

By At Wiese



Fl

n 1957, when Joo Robert

Greenhill was swom  in
for the first time as a mem-
ber of the Texas Supreme
Court, he took the ecath of
office with his left hand rest-
ing on a favorite Biblical
verse, Micah 6:8, "And what
doth the Lord require of
thee but 1o do justice and to
love merey and to walk hum-
Lly with thy Ged.”

Judicially speaking, Green-

hill has Dbeen making thal’

walk for more than 15 years
oW .

On Oct. 5, after a 15-vear
career on the bench that
spans morc¢ than 17,000 cases,
he reached the professional
pinuacle for a Texas jurist,
succeeding Robert W, Cal-
vert as Supreme Court chief
justice.

There were no  drastic
changes in court routine
Things kept rolling along
much as they always have,
with the nine justices ]m:trinlg
arguments and studying briefs
throughout the week, then
handing down their decisions
on We nest]:l}' mornings.

“I think people have a

right to rely on the stability.

of the law, and I think consti-
tutions ought to mean what
they did when they were writ-
ten,” Greenhill says.

He is no mossback oppesed
to all change. though. Even
though he is regarded as any-
thing but a legal activist, he
is a strong advocate of reform
in the state’s cumbersome
judicial system.

“I dont have any stated
oals as chiel justice,” says
the balding, 35-vear-old jurist.
“I just feel that we have to
reorgamize ourselves so we
can give the people better
service, the kind of service
they are constitutionally en-
titled to.”

Joe Greenhill docsn't need
any goals. He already has
achicved his higgest onc by
just being where he is.

He always wanted to be o
judge, almost from the time
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he heard the First stories
about his English great-
grandfather, Henry Ommsby,
who was successively appoint-
ed solicitor general, attorney
general and a member of the
High Court of Justice in ire-
land by Queen Victoria.

It was a winding path
Greenhill followed, howoever,
to hecome the 22nd chiel jus-
tice since Texas won its inde-
pendence from Mesico.

He was bornt and reared in
Houston and represented that
city at the 1925 World Boy
Scout Jamboree in Englind.
Later he spent two vears as
head cheerleader at Houston's
San Jacinto High School (he
was too light for foothall).

In 1933, his mother, Violet
Stanuell Greenhill, moved the
family to Austin so she could
accept Governor Ross Ster-
ling’s appointment as chief of
the state’s child welfare di-
vision.  Young  Greenhill,
whose father had died when
lie was only three years old,
immediately entered the Uni-
versity of Texns,

He was quite & social and
academic ‘success in college,
graduating with highest hon-
ors in 1936 with twin bachelor
of arts and bachelor of busi-
ness administration degrees.

Although he was nominat-
ed by the university for a
Rhodes  Scholarship, Green-
hill entered the U.T. Law
School  instead, where he
edited the eollege vearbook
andd the Texas Law Review,
carned  membership in two
legal fraternities (the Order
of the Coil and Phi Delta
Phi} and again was graduat-
ed with highest honors in
1939,

Returning to Houston, he
entered the Brvan, Suhr, Ber-
ing and Bell law firm, where
he remained until he aceepted
a job as a Texas Supreme
Court  briefing allorney  in
1941.

Although his new pasition
was interrupted by World

~War I (he served as a Naval
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executive officer aboard a
fleet mine sweeper in the
Pacific forward areit}, #t was
enough lo comviner Green-
hill he wanisd someday
o become a Supreme Comrt
justice himself.

When he lelt the sersive in
1946 he went back to his ald
post of hricﬁng attorney,
starting at $200 a month. Tis
familv was growing, though
(he had married the former
Martha Shuford of Tyler in
1940 and had two sons, Joc
Jr. and William Duke, both
now Houston lawyers), and
money was tight,

In 1847, the Supreme Court
justices recommended him to
the state’s new atlorey gen-
entl, Price Daniel, who hired
him, Greenhill recalls, “almost
sight-unseen at the lowes:
job he had, paving the mag-
pificent sum of $300 a
month.”

Within two vears, however,
Greenhill had become Dan-
iel’'s exccutive assistant and
close friend. Together they
handled numerous cases, in-
cluding their controversial de-
fense of the University of
Texas” segregation policies in
the celebrated Heman Marion
Sweatt suit, when the U. S.
Supreme Court hegan to chip
away at the South’s old “sep-
arate but equal” doctrine of
ractal separation.

(Nearly 20 vears  later,
Creenhill voled with the Su-
preme Court majority to up-
hold a lower comrt decision
that broke the 1591 will of
Willimm Marsh Bice und al-
lowed Rice University to be
integrated. )

Greenhill left the attorney
general’s office in 1950 to join
the renamed Austin law firm
of Graves, Dougherty and
Creenhill, where he special-
ived l:lrgu[_v in wail, gas and
undergronnd  water  rights
LA LT

He retained his strong ties
with  Danicl. though, even
serving as his 1956 campaign
chaimian when he was Tirst
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clected governor. But he
largely forget a brief 1950
conversation  they  shared,
when he first divalged his
ambition to sit on the Su-
preme Couort.

Then, in August, 1957, the
telephone rang at Greenhill's
home about 11 pam.

“This is Price Daniel,” said
the caller. “Do you still want
to serve on the Supreme
Court?”

“Yes, sir, 1 surely do,”
rulped the startled Greenhill.

“Then you're it,” Danicl
snapped.

So. on Aug. 2V, 1957, Joc
Robert  Greenhill was  offi-
cially appointed as an assaci-
ate justice to succeed Few
Brewster, whao retired due to
ill health.

He beeame the first Tormer
briefing attorney to actually
serve on the high court. AL 43,
he was also the court’s young-
est member. To Dandel, how-
ever, he was simply “one of
Texas™ ablest Jawyers,”

reenhill’s tenure on the
court came within an
inch of heing very, very short.

In the 1935 Democradic
primary, when he sought the
rennining  two o vears of
Brewster's term, he narrowly
defeated District Judge Sarah
T. Hughes of Dallus by about
13,000 votes out of more than
L1 million cast.

It owas a relatively quiet
campaign,  with  Greenhill
linked with Daniel as the
conservative  candidates  on
the ballot, and Mrs. Huoghes
identilied with U.S.  Sen.
Ralph  Yarhorough (whom
Daniel lad defeated for the
governorship two years be.
Tore} as the liberals,

The 1958 prinary fight was
the last time Greenhill faced
any kind of political oppo-
e, He was reclected to full
six-vear terms without Demo-
cratic or Republican oapposi-
tion in 1960 amd 1966,

In 1972, when Galvert an-
nounced his relirement after
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22 years on the Supreme
Court, Greenhill again was
unchallenged to succeed him
as chicF justice.

Calvert decided to retire
carly and Covernor Preston
Smith appointed Creenhill to
fill out his last three months
as  Texas” most  important
jurist. He officially began his
first clected tenn as  the
court’s presiding officer on
January 1.

As the new chief justice, he
is second in seniorily 1o only
Associate  Justice Buel C.
Walker, who has served sinee
1954, (By coincidence, the
court now also includes his
old friend Daniel, who was
appointed by Gov. Smith in
1970.)

The Greenhill vears on the
Supreme Court have featured
many  colorful,  well-pybli-
cized cases Jike the 1960 de-
vision upholding Texas A&M
Universitv’s - all-male  status
(the school now allows fe-
males), a 1964 ruling reject-
ing the State Bar af Texay
attempt to prevent flamboy-
ant San Fraocisco  defense
lawver  Melvin Belli  from
practicing here and a 1970
edict upholding  the  states
obscenity laws,

Then, of eourse, there was
the 1969 ruling allowing juve.
niles to be commitied to re
form schools if their wuill is
shown by a “preponderance
af evidence” rather than “he-
vond a reasonable doubt” andd
a 1971 decision  reaffinming
the constitutionality of Texas™
“blue  laws™  that  prohibit
businesses from selling certain
merchandisee on consecutive
Saturdays and Sundays,

Behind the headbines, how-
ever, Greenhill's own opinions
have plaved a significant part
in the evolntion of a large
seament of the state’s statutes,

In a 1965 case, for instance,
he applied strict liahility for
the first time to a company
for injuries cansed by a de-
sign defect in their product,
In 1865, speaking for the
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court majority, he held thiat
a plaintiff may recover dam-
s for mental angaish with-
out any phvsical contact T
i aceurred.

s 1966 dissent from a ile-
cision upholding the immuni-
tv of charituble institutions
Tromn suit was the cornerstone
on which the court reversed
itsell i 1971 sond voided the
law,

A‘_ chivcf justice. he s en-
dorsed 2 top-to-hottom
court reform plan proposed
by a task foree headed by
Calvert amd pow lJrl'llg CoH-
sicleret! h}.' 1 he I,[‘:_‘:ih'lﬂtlll’l'.
Among  other  things, il
swould merge the Texas Court
oof Criminal .-"|.|l|:u';l|.- ity the
Supreme Conrt, which pres-
el handbes onlv civil cases:
make the chicl pustice the -
myindstrative head of the en-
tiee state judicil svstem, afiel
rm|nin- all illd:._[t'ﬁ fey |||;- el -
vid o w T s bisan Lrasis,
That Tast proposal is par-
1[:-ul.-:r|}' imiportant Lo Corinetie
hill, who Toug has sapported
climinating wll judicial elee-
tivns beciuse he claims vl
ers koow s little about the
catrlicietes they actudle anly
“roll the dice blindly.”
Jrelues shonld be appoint-
ed by the governor fron a list
of prospecls cither .‘-'I:I:‘_"L[l.’.‘ill'lI
or sereenced by the State Bar,
Creenhill thinks, White they
would not face election as
such, judges wonkl he subject
to p-.*rindir.: voler review gned
possible removal, o precess he
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feels shionld apply to the fed-
eral ndiciary too.

AL the very least, Greenhill
argues, party labels should he
tassed  off  judicial  hullots,
(Although he is o lifelong
Memnocrat, he bas never been
accusedd of partisanship on the
bench, 1o 1971, for t-x:unph'.
he voted to uphold the Tex-
as Republican Party's howsuit
that nullificd the state House
of Representatives” redistriet-
ing plan, which had been ap-
pmu-:l by o largelv-Demo-
{,rulu. Le _Lhi«ll'.ltﬂ‘ }

-r]m]h demonstriting the
courts luture  dircction on
procedural matters, Creenhill
and  the other  justices ap-
proved on Oct. J—Calverts
st iy in office——some dras-
tie revisions in their rles Tor
handling eivil cases,

The sweeping changes an-
thorized 1023 and -1 juey
verdiets in eivi] eases for the
first timme, allowed all attor-
wevs and parlies fnosueits e
lave stecess to any evidence
that will be iotraduced and
cranted the Snpreme Conrt
power to reverse, reform or
madife” Jower conrt rulings
in pranting writs of crror in
s Clrcnmsiinoes uilhf:—ut
hie Jrllt‘_': any dlirect e xtmmnv

1 Im[u- this won't he the
el ol the h"ﬂj.ih I don’t
intend for it to be” Creenhill
cenplusives. “Our court V-
tern needs an nwrhtuhnﬂ Ly
make it more efficiont, There's
plenty heft to e done”

Story on Justice Joe R. Greenhill
Texas Star, February 25, 1973
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Justice Joe R. Greenhill

Judge Joe R. Greenhill The Hon Joe R. Greenhill, chief justice of the Texas Supreme Court
from 1972 to 1982, was born in Houston July 14, 1914, the son of Joe Greenhill, Jr., and
Violet Stanuell Greenhill. He was graduated from San Jacinto High School in Houston and
afterwards received B.A., and B.B.A. degrees from the University of Texas, and an L.L.B

Degree from the University of Texas Law School, where he graduated at the top of this
class. He was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, the editor of the Cactus (the University of Texas
yearbook), and a student editor of the Texas Law Review. Judge Greenhill received a
Doctor of Law degree (honorary) from Southern Methodist University. He was selected
Distinguished Alumnus of the University of Texas at Austin (1974), the University of Texas
Law School (1977), and the University of Texas College of Business Administration (1977).
He was married to Martha Shuford of Tyler on June 15, 1940. He and Martha celebrated
their 70th wedding anniversary in June 2010 with the entire immediate family. Judge
Greenhill commenced his legal career as a briefing attorney for the Texas Supreme Court
working with Chief Justice James Alexander and Associate Justices John Sharp and Richard
Critz. During World War II, he served 4 years on active duty, first in naval intelligence, then
as Executive Officer on a fleet minesweeper in the forward area in the Pacific. As First
Assistant Attorney General of Texas from 1948 to 1950, he tried and handled appeals for
many major cases, including several argued before the United States Supreme Court. He
was a partner in the firm of Graves, Dougherty & Greenbhill, Austin, from 1950 until 1957,
when he was appointed to the Texas Supreme Court by Governor Price Daniel. His tenure,
capped by service as chief justice from October 1972 to October 1982, was the longest in
the history of the state's highest tribunal. After retirement from the Supreme Court he
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became Of Counsel with Baker Botts in Austin. Judge Greenhill was Executive Director,
then Executive Director Emeritus of the Texas Bar Foundation. He received the Gold Medal
Award from the Freedom Foundation, was a member of the Warren W. Burger Society
and the Order of St. John's, and was a 33rd Degree Scottish Rite Mason. He was a member
and former president of the Texas Supreme Count Historical Society and of the
Philosophical Society of Texas. He is the honoree of the Chief Justice Greenhill Presidential
Scholarship in Law by the University of Texas Law School and the Chief Justice Joe
Greenhill Scholarship by the Texas Wesleyan School of Law, Fort Worth, which provide
scholarships for law students each year. He was co-incorporator of the Texas Center for
Legal Ethics and Professionalism. Judge Greenhill was a member, vestryman, and Senior
Warden of St. David's Episcopal Church in Austin. As legal advisor to the Right Reverend
John Hines, Bishop of the Diocese of Texas, he was instrumental in resolving legal issues
involved in the acquisition of the land on which the Episcopal Seminary of the Southwest
in Austin was built. Judge Greenbhill's years as Chief Justice of the Texas Supreme Court
were distinguished by transformation in Texas negligence law, a breakthrough he
engineered to allow greater alternative dispute resolution, and his championing
expansion of the state's courts of appeals' jurisdiction to ease years of backlogs at the
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. As First Assistant Attorney General he defended Texas in
Sweatt v. Painter, a desegregation challenge to the University of Texas School of Law in
1950. He lost before the U.S. Supreme Court. Twenty-seven years later he helped dedicate
a new building at Texas Southern University's Thurgood Marshall School of Law, named
for the African-American counsel who had prevailed in the Sweatt case. Marshall became
in 1967 the U. S. Supreme Court's first African American justice. Initially reluctant to have
the Texas Southern law school named for him, Marshall yielded upon Judge Greenhill's
urging. The two jurists had personal and professional relationships that intersected more
than once. On May 17, 1954, when the U. S. Supreme Court unanimously struck down
state laws requiring school segregation, in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, the
Greenhill family was visiting the Court. Thurgood Marshall, once an opponent, now the
elated victor in U.S. history's greatest civil-rights case, swept Judge Greenhill's son, Bill,
onto his shoulders and ran him through the white marbled Great Hall of the Court. Judge
Greenhill is survived by his wife, Martha, his sons, Joe Jr. (Austin), Bill and his wife Ann
(Fort Worth), granddaughter, Emily Pierce and her husband, Adam, (Brooklyn), grandsons
Duke Greenhill, Frank Greenhill, Joe Greenhill V and his wife, Melissa, and great grandson
Elliott Pierce and great granddaughter Violet Pierce. Honorary Pall Bearers are: Bob
Shannon, Larry York, Scott Field, Susan Gusky, Mary Keller, Patrick Keel, Joe Knight, Bob
Howell, Polly Powell, and Joe Faron. Instead of flowers, contributions may be sent to The
Gladney Center for Adoption, Development Department 300 John Ryan Drive Fort Worth,
TX 76132; St. David's Episcopal Church, 301 East 8th Street, Austin, TX 78701-3280; the
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Texas Supreme Court Historical Society, 205 West 14th Street, Austin, TX 78701-1614; or
to a charity of choice. Arrangements are being made by Weed-Corley-Fish, Austin Texas.
A memorial service will be held at 2:00 p.m., at St. David's Episcopal Church, 301 East 8th
Street in Austin, on Tuesday, February 15. There will be a reception in the Parish Hall

following the memorial service.
Obituary of Joe R. Greenhill
Austin American-Statesman, February 13, 2011

GREENHILL, Martha Shuford

age of 100. She was the devoted wife of Judge Joe Greenhill, and a loving mother,
grandmother, and great-grandmother. Martha was born August 25, 1917 in Tyler, Texas.
She was the daughter of Harry D. Shuford and Alla Mae "Bright Rose" Duke, and sister to
her two brothers, Harry and Bill. At age 16, she attended Tyler Junior College, where she
was elected to Phi Theta Kappa, and was the Princess of Tyler's first Rose Festival. She
went on to attend the University of Texas from 1936-1938 as a Phi Theta Kappa and Phi

Lamba Theta, honorary. She graduated with a B.A, Cum Laude at age 20. After college,
she taught elementary school at Becker and John B. Winn. She married Judge Joe Greenhill
on June 15th, 1940. They were married for 70 years, residing in the same Austin home
since 1945. Martha loved St. David's Church in Austin. An active member there, she taught
Sunday school, served on the altar guild, and in many other volunteer positions. Outside
of St. David's, she was a founding member of the Austin Wives Club and an organizing
member of the Women's Symphony League. She was involved with the Settlement Club
and Junior League, working with children in the Cerebral Palsy Center. Martha liked pink,
pound cake, and Miss Piggy. She adored bridge, crossword puzzles, and her Bible study
fellowship. She was a prolific letter writer. She made friends wherever she went and loved
her family fiercely. Martha is survived by her two sons, Joe Greenhill, Jr. and William D.
Greenhill, and her daughter-in-law, Ann Greenhill. She will be missed by her
grandchildren, Emily Greenbhill Pierce, Duke Greenhill, Frank Greenhill, and Joe Greenhill V
and his wife Melissa, by her great-grandchildren Elliott, Violet, James, and Joe; by her
nephews, Harry and David Shuford, and her grandnieces, Rebecca Shuford and Virginia
Freire. We love you, GG. A memorial service will be held at 2:30pm at St. David's Episcopal
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Church, 301 East 8th Street in Austin, on Tuesday, May 8th. There will be a reception in
the Parish Hall following the memorial service. In lieu of flowers, Martha requested that
donations be made to St. David's Episcopal Church, 301 East 8th Street, Austin, TX 78701,
The Gladney Center for Adoption, Development Department, 300 John Ryan Drive, Fort
Worth, TX 76132; or to the Settlement Home for Children, 1600 Payton Gin Road, Austin

TX 78758.
Obituary of Martha Greenbhill
Austin American-Statesman, May 6, 2018

~.Joe.Gresnhill v . o, .o ..saog.ﬁridlepath
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Tobin & Johnson
Frame add to residence
66124 5/1/57 2600.00
Ben Goldstein none

Building permit to Joe Green hill for an addition (1957)



