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Outline
• Environmental History
• Austin’s Trees
• Conservation Challenges
• City Services and Personnel
• Opportunities



Environmental Legacy
Urban Forest Context
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Environmental Legacy
Urban Forest Context
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Austin’s Urban Forest
Tree Initiatives

Tree Preservation Ordinance (1983)
Urban Heat Island Resolution (2004)
Tree and Landscape Ordinance Analysis (2004)
Tree Task Force (2006)
Climate Change Initiative (2007)
Urban Forestry and Environmental Boards 
Resolution (2008)
Tree Summit Recommendations (2009)
Heritage Tree Ordinance (2010)
Urban Forest Plan (2013)
Legislative Special Session (2017)



Urban Forest Principles 
Ensure public health, safety, and welfare
Public and private property
Conserving by preservation, care and  
maintenance,  and replanting
Resilient to all potential changes
Expedient and consistent
Healthy diversity of size
and species
Protecting Austin’s 
history and character



Large Scale Challenges
• Growth/Urbanism
• Climate Changes
• Public Relations
• Property Rights



Urban Forest Inventory Assessment
• First-of-a-kind
• Urban forest structure/value

1. 34 million trees
2. 92% native
3. 31% canopy coverage
4. Avg tree trunk is 5-inches
5. Most common species

Ashe Juniper, Cedar Elm
Live Oak, Hackberry

• Compensatory value $16 billion
• Insect/disease threats
• Management/budget decisions
• Accessible data
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City of Austin’s 
Urban Forestry Functions

Maintenance & Operations

….to support the best managed city in the country, is to uphold the community’s 
values by providing an effective and fair system to plan, preserve and replenish trees

PARD Forestry
PW Street Tree Program

AE Utility Foresters
WPD Creek Maintenance

AFD Wildfire Division
Preserving, Planning & Promoting

Community Tree Preservation Division
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PROMOTING

PRESERVING PLANNING

• Predevelopment Consultation
• Development Review and 

Permitting
• Construction Inspection
• Emergency Response
• Enforcement

• Urban Forest Plan Implementation 
(Imagine Austin, Invasive Species, 
Neighborhood Plans, Community 

Wildfire Prevention)
• Resource Management

• Regional Standards of Care
• Forest Health Resources

• Disease Assessment and Mapping

• Young Engagement
• Interdepartmental and 

Community Training
• Special Events
• Social Media

• State of the Urban Forest Report
• Project Funding

Community Tree Preservation Division
General Categorization
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Plan Implementation

Urban Trails Plan

Complete Streets

Urban Forest Plan

Neighborhood Plans

Planting
Prioritization

Plan

Wildfire Protection 
Plan

Youth Engagement Plan
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informative

Promotion and Outreach

accessible

nature-based



Promotion and Outreach



Promotion and Outreach



Urban Forest Health, Analysis
and Resource Coordination

Partnership Development
Pest and Disease 
Monitoring, Outreach, 
and Management
Urban Forest Grant and
Funding Portal



Urban Forest Preservation
Predevelopment 
Consultation
Development 
Review
Construction 
Inspection
Compliance 
Enforcement



Urban Forest Management Opportunities

Partnering with community 
to inform and maintain the 
urban forest

Full Time Enforcement
24 Hours a Day and
7 Days a Week

Innovatively Beyond Code 
Compliance

Canopy Coverage Goals



Urban Forest Conservation
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…can’t do it alone!
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…can’t do it alone!
Citizens & Stewards
Federal & State 
Partners
Boards & 
Commissions
City Council & Upper 
Management
Design Professionals
City Reviewers & 
Inspectors
Neighborhood 
Groups
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