


 

PROJECT REVIEW PROCESS: CITY PROJECTS



 

PROJECT REVIEW PROCESS: DENSITY BONUS PROJECTS

Six weeks prior to the target Design Commission meeting:

Five weeks prior to the target Design Commission meeting:

By the end of the fourth week (24 calendar days) prior to the target Design Commission meeting:

By the end of the third week (17 calendar days) prior to the target Design Commission meeting:

detailing substantial compliance with the Urban Design Guidelines for Austin

By the end of the second week (10 calendar days) prior to the target Design Commission meeting:

specific feedback

One week (7 calendar days) prior to the target Design Commission meeting:

Design Commission meeting:

Within one week after Design Commission meeting:



 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
Incomplete Applications

Submissions without the required Adobe PDF electronic file shall be deemed incomplete.

Public Notice

Limits on Resubmissions 

Rebuttal of Project Review Letter

STAFF CONTACTS



Congress Avenue Urban Design Intiative

✔

Congress Avenue from 11th Street south to Riverside Drive

City of Austin, Public Works Department
Project Manager: David Taylor

City of Austin, Public Works Department
Office of the City Architect
505 Barton Springs Road, Suite 900 - 78704

David Taylor
(512) 974-7132

City of Austin

City of Austin, Public Works Department
Office of the City Architect
P.O. Box 1088 - 78767

To Be Determined To Be Determined

To Be Determined To Be Determined



No - this is a courtesy briefing.

A recommendation of support is requested.

The plan is complete. Technical drawings are not complete.

No zone change is required for public right-of-way. The plan will be presented to both the
Planning Commission and City Council within the next several months.

N/A



The Congress Avenue Urban Design Initiative envisions Congress Avenue as a great Texas
people place - the cultural, historic, and commercial spine of Downtown where people come
to share, celebrate, and create a bright future. City Council's call in the Downtown Austin
Plan to redesign the Avenue as the "Main Street of Texas" requires its transformation into a
functional complete street that is, above all, walkable and retail-supportive. A schedule for
the construction will depend on available funding. (See attached.)

Yes - a total of four public meetings/open houses were held at various stages of planning
and design. In addition, online surveys were set up after each public meeting to gather
additional input.

N/A

Yes - City Staff has been involved in the project from the beginning.

No.



Shared Values for Urban Areas 

Congress Avenue Urban Design Initiative 

 
1. Humane Character 

The comfort of the people using Congress Avenue was of great importance in the design process. 
The design will provide ample shade, high quality materials, and visual interest for users of the 
street.  
 

2. Density 
The project will create more pedestrian space and greatly enhance the bicycle/scooter 
infrastructure.  
 

3. Sustainability 
A key part of the project is new trees along Congress Avenue as well as upgraded stormwater 
infrastructure. The wider sidewalks and enhanced bicycle/scooter lanes will encourage modes of 
transportation other than the automobile.  
 

4. Diversity 
A key part of the project is the idea that Congress Avenue is welcoming to everyone. Multiple uses 
of the space by multiple groups was integral to the thinking of the proposed design.   
 

5. Economic Vitality 
Increasing the pedestrian space and enhancing the public realm will make Congress Avenue an 
even more inviting place for the people of Austin. This will increase its appeal as a place to visit 
and to shop.  
 

6. Civic Art 
The street itself can be considered a work of art, in addition to enhancement to the Ann W. 
Richards Congress Avenue Bridge. The bridge in particular is set to incorporate shade structures 
that will be of artistic merit.  
 

7. A Sense of Time 
The proposed design seeks to maintain the strong connection the Avenue already has to the Texas 
State Capitol Building at the top of the street.  
 

8. Unique Character 
The design proposes to create a uniquely Austin place that will celebrate the local and state 
culture.  
 

9. Authenticity 
The proposed design has Austin and Capitol Building very much in mind. The space will be one 
where people from Austin and all of Texas can come, congregate, shop, and enjoy the public 
realm.  



 
10. Safety 

One of the primary goals of the project is to increase safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, scooters, 
and drivers by enlarging the sidewalks and giving dedicated space for bicycles and scooters.  
 

11. Connection with Outdoors  
A goal of the design is to enhance the public realm thereby drawing people outdoors and 
connecting them with their City.  



Congress Avenue does not currently have any bus routes, though there are numerous bus
routes within a few blocks. The proposal is to rebuild the avenue to have bike/scooter lanes
and wider sidewalks. The project will seek to correct numerous deficiencies with the
existing infrastructure, including sidewalks that are not currently ADA compliant.

The Ann W. Richards Congress Avenue Bridge is required to be preserved, though the
proposal is to make changes to the top of the bridge where the pedestrians, bicyclists,
people who scoot, and drivers are.

This project is a part of the Downtown Austin Plan. The DAP was intentionally light on
details for Congress Avenue as the intention was to have a separate process for the street.

This project is currently unfunded.



The project is entirely public. It will enhance the public realm by creating wider sidewalks,
dedicated bike/scooter lanes, correct existing ADA deficiencies, and creating an unified
design for the avenue of excellent quality.

The project very much encourages street-level activity and will increase shade trees and
multimodal transportation paths. The exact location of benches and bike racks has not
been determined, but they will certainly be a part of the final design.

N/A



N/A

N/A

The project will encourage mode shifting from automobile to other forms of transportation
including walking, bicycling, and scooting.


