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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 22, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0174 

2016 EAST CESAR CHAVEZ STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1929 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular plan, hipped-roof frame house with a partial-width inset porch; single, 

paired, and triple 1:1 fenestration 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1929 and was rented out for many years.  The 

first tenant was a widow, Ida Nelson, who lived here from around 1929 until her death in 

1933.  Her daughter, Hildur Brueggeman, and Hildur’s husband, Hugo A. Brueggeman, 

rented the house next.  Hugo Brueggeman was an asphalt tester for the State Highway 

Department.  After his death in 1941 from an accidental gunshot wound, Hildur Brueggeman 

continued to live here until around 1963.  She worked as a PBX operator. 

Following Hildur Brueggeman’s tenancy here, the house was rented by a series of Hispanic 

tenants, including a laborer at a dry cleaner and a newspaper mailer. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is recommended as contributing to a potential historic district along E. Cesar 

Chavez Street by the East Austin Historic Resource Survey (2016).  The potential historic 

district stretches from San Marcos Street on the west to Llano Street on the east.  This section 

of the proposed historic district has a large number of potentially contributing buildings. 

 

 

 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house appears to be a common form of vernacular 

architecture with a box frame, inset porch, and hipped roof that was relatively 

typical for blue collar housing at the time it was built.  There does not appear 
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to be sufficient architectural distinction to qualify this house for designation 

as a historic landmark under the criterion for architecture. 

b. Historical association. The house has been a rental property for its entire 

existence; the longest-term tenants were Ida Nelson, her daughter, Hildur 

Brueggeman, and Hildur’s husband, Hugo Brueggeman, an asphalt tester for 

the State Highway Department.  There do not appear to be significant 

historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 

the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 

photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not meet the criteria for individual 

designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2016 E. Cesar Chavez Street 
ca. 1929 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2016 E. Cesar Chavez Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2018 
 
1929  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Ida Nelson is not listed in the directory. 
 
1930-31 Ida Nelson, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1932-33 Mrs. Ida Nelson, renter 
  Widow, Charles Nelson 
  No occupation listed 
 
1935  Hugo A. and Hildur D. Brueggeman, renters 
  Asphalt tester, State Highway Department 
  NOTE:  Hildur Brueggeman was the daughter of Ida Nelson.  Ida Nelson   
  died in 1933. 
 
1937  Hugo A. and Hildur Brueggeman, reners 
  Asphalt tester, State Highway Department 
 
1939  Hugo A. and Hildur Brueggeman, renters 
  Tester, State Highway Department 
 
1941  Hugo A. and Hildur Brueggeman, renters 
  Asphalt tester, State Highway Department 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 2008 E. 1st Street. 
  NOTE:  Hugo A. Brueggeman died from an accidental gunshot wound in   
  1941. 
 
1942  Hildur Brueggeman renter 
  Widow, Hugo A. Brueggeman 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Hildur A. Brueggeman, renter 
  Widow, Hugo Brueggeman 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed as owners are Fred and Agnes Roos; he was a baker for the Shulte 
Baking Company (not listed in the directory). 

 
1947  Hildur A. Brueggeman, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Lorene H. Moore, a stenographer for the Veterans State   
  Service. 
 
1949  Hildur A. Brueggeman, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1952  Hildur A. Brueggeman, renter 
  No occupation listed 
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1954  Hildur A. Brueggeman, renter 
Widow, Hugo A. Brueggeman 
Operator, telephone company 

 
1957  Hildur A. Brueggeman, renter 

Operator, telephone company 
 
1960  Hildur A. Brueggeman, renter 
  Widow, Hugo A. Brueggeman 
  No occupation listed 
 
1962  Hildur A. Brueggeman, renter 
  Widow, Hugo A. Brueggeman 
  No occupation listed 
 
1965  Ben and Felipa Gonzales, renters 
  Laborer, Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning (multiple locations). 
 
1968  Mrs. Felipe Gonzales, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1973  Irene Rodriguez, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1977  Elizardo Astran, renter 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Albert Astran, a mailer for the Austin American-Statesman, 
newspaper. 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Elizardo Astran was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  Albert Astran, renter 
  Mailer, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper 
 
1985-86 Ruben and Janie Romero, renters 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Ruben and Janie Romero were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1992  Albert Flores, owner 
  Retired 
 
BIOGRAPAHICAL NOTES: 
Ida Nelson (ca. 1929 – ca. 1933) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Ida Nelson as the owner of this house, which was worth $3,500.  
Ida Nelson was 62, had been born in Sweden, and had no occupation listed.  She was a 
naturalized citizen who had immigrated to the United States in 1892. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Charles and Ida Nelson living in a rented house at 1609 Sabine 
Street in Austin.  Charles Nelson was a 59-year old Swedish-born house carpenter.  Ida Nelson, 
51, had been born in Sweden and had no occupation listed.  They had 4 children: Hilda, 27, a 
telephone operator who had been born in Sweden; Elsie, 22, who had been born in Michigan and 
worked as a telephone operator; Annie, 18, who had been born in Michigan; and Elliott, 11 who 
had been born in Michigan. 
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Obituary of Ida Nelson 

Austin American-Statesman, August 20, 1933 
 

 
Hugo and Hildur Brueggeman (ca. 1933 – ca. 1963) 
His 1917 World War I draft registration card shows that Hugo Brueggeman was living at 407 E. 
3rd Street in Austin.  He was born in 1888 in Austin and was self-employed in concrete 
construction.  He was married and had a child.  He was of medium height and build, and had grey 
eyes and light hair. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows H.A. and Hildur Brueggeman as the renters of this house.  H.A. 
Brueggeman was 51, had been born in Texas, and was an asphalt tester for the State Highway 
Department.  Hildur Brueggeman was 47, had been born in Sweden, and was a PBX operator.  
They lived in Port Neches, Texas in 1935.  They had no children living with them. 
 
Hugo Brueggeman was living in this house at the time of his death from an accidental gunshot 
wound in 1941.  He was born in 1888 in Austin to a German-born father and a Belgian-born 
mother, and was a chemist for the Texas State Highway Department.   
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Death of Hugo A. Brueggeman 

Austin Statesman, February 4, 1941 
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Story on the finding of accidental death for Hugo Brueggeman 

Austin Statesman, February 5, 1941 
 
 
 

 
Hildur Pauline Brueggeman died in 1972 in Austin.  Her last address was 4211 Red River Street.  
She was the daughter of John Bjork and Ida Gustafson (later Ida Nelson), and was a widow.  She 
was born in 1892 in Sweden and worked as a PBX operator for Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company. 
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Obituary of Hildur Brueggeman 
Austin American, March 9, 1972 
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Water service permit for this house (1929) 

 
 
 

 
The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house with its former address of 2008 E. 1st Street. 
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The house appears on the 1962 Sanborn map with its former and current addresses. 

 
 

 


