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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
MAY 20, 2016 

NRD-2019-0032 
1510 Wilshire Blvd. 

WILSHIRE WOODS NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 
 
PROPOSAL 

Construct a two-story addition to a ca. 1948 house. 
ARCHITECTURE 

The building is a 1374 square foot, single-story Ranch style house. Its façade features broken 
rangework masonry veneer, a built-in planter, asymmetrical multiple-light metal windows, 
and a large picture window at the gable. Its cross-gabled, low-pitched asphalt shingle roof 
with deep eaves is typical of the style, and its canted floor plan responds to the curvature of 
the streetscape. A cantilevered frame carport is located at the south side of the main 
elevation. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The following alterations are proposed: 
1) Demolition of existing carport 
2) Construction of a second-story, 574 sf addition to a single-story house. The proposed 
addition will have board-and-batten siding and a gabled roof with composition shingles to 
match the existing roof on the house. It has two fixed-pane 3-light windows at the main (east) 
and west elevations, two 2-light windows at the south elevation, and several smaller single-
light windows at the north and west elevations. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1948 by Wilshire Wood developers Carlton Brush and Tom Bradfield 
for notable Austin journalists Buck and Lorraine Hood, who continuously occupied it for at 
least 45 years. 
Lorraine Barnes Hood, an eminent Texas journalist, reported for the American- 
Statesman for over 30 years. She received multiple state and national journalism awards as 
a Capitol correspondent, including the Associated Press’ National Press Award for News 
Feature Writing, the Anson Jones Award of the Texas Medical Association, and the National 
Medal of the Texas Heritage Foundation. Barnes extensively covered local and state politics 
for decades, and worked on public relations for the 1960 Kennedy-Johnson campaign. 
However, throughout her well-rounded writing career, Barnes covered more than just 
politics: her repertoire included Texas history and culture; developments in women’s rights 
and civic goals; medical and scientific advancement; crime, poverty, and police operations; 
literature reviews penned during her time as the Statesman’s Book Editor; and a brief stint 
in the society pages. Barnes’ civic contributions and long-term coverage of local government 
led to her nomination for City Council in 1959; however, she declined the nomination, stating 
that her dedication to the newspaper and to her family left little time for conscientious 
decision-making as a member of Council. 
 
Buck Hood (1906-1983) served as managing editor of the American-Statesman for more than 
30 years. After starting his career as a paperboy and a student reporter in Fort Worth, he 
later served with the US Treasury as the Director of the Press for the War Finance 
Committee of Texas during World War I before becoming a correspondent with the American-
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Statesman. Prior to his move to Austin, Hood was the first correspondent to publish news of 
the Escobar Revolution in Mexico in 1929, successfully subverting government censorship as 
a Laredo reporter when larger news outlets’ representatives in Monterrey failed. During his 
tenure as editor at the American-Statesman, Hood was honored by the VFW and commended 
by then-Senator Lyndon B. Johnson for his myriad contributions to the community. Hood 
was a friend and supporter of Johnson throughout his political career, serving on his 1941 
Senate campaign and arranging foreign visits for Johnson after he ascended to the 
Presidency. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are used to evaluate projects on 
contributing buildings in National Register historic districts; general design principles state 
that additions should be secondary to the principal structure in terms of size, scale, and 
materials, and that they should be located at the rear of the house whenever possible.  The 
addition should have materials, scale, and fenestration patterns compatible with the existing 
house. Applicable standards from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
include: 
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 
The proposed project could alter the property’s historic character by changing the 
relationship of the existing structure to the lot and to the streetscape. 
 
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be 
retained and preserved. 
The proposed project includes removal of an added carport, which was constructed during the 
historic period. 
 
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 
The proposed project will not affect historic materials on the majority of the house. 
 
9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  
Though the proposed addition is small in area, it alters the existing house’s massing, and 
could disqualify it as a contributing structure to the district. The house is an intact example 
of an early Ranch style building, with a horizontally-oriented, single-story “rambling” design; 
as such, it would lose integrity with the addition of a second story that extends beyond the 
roof ridge.  
The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic 
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the 
property and its environment. 
The proposed work is adequately differentiated from the old via the use of board siding and 
contemporary windows. The horizontally-oriented window pattern on the addition is 
compatible with the rhythm of existing fenestration; however, the vertical siding is not. The 
addition’s placement in front of the roof ridge is not compatible with the historic structure. 
 
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property 
and its environment would be unimpaired. 



 C. 5- 3 
If the addition were removed, the essential roof form on the majority of the house would 
remain intact, though the roofline would require significant repair. 
 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation:  

a. Architecture. While the house displays many of the distinguishing characteristics of 
the Ranch style in massing/scale, exterior materials, and fenestration, it does not 
appear to be an exceptional example of its type. 

b. Historical association. The house is significant for its long-term association with 
owners and distinguished Austin journalists Lorraine and Buck Hood. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 
cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Postpone the public hearing to June 24, 2019 to allow the applicant time to consider design 
changes to the addition that would increase compatibility with the historic structure that 
would not foreclose the opportunity for future designation. If the Commission elects to make 
a decision at this meeting, staff recommends commenting on and releasing the plans upon 
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Occupancy History 

 
1510 Wilshire Blvd. 

ca. 1948 
 

City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office, May 2019 
1947 Address not listed 

 
1949 Buck and Lorraine Hood, owners 

Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman 
Reporter, Austin American-Statesman 
 

1952 Buck and Lorraine Hood, owners 
Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman 
Reporter, Austin American-Statesman 
 

1955 Buck and Lorraine Hood, owners 
Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman 
Reporter, Austin American-Statesman 
 

1959 Buck and Lorraine Hood, owners 
No occupations listed 
 

1962 Buck and Lorraine Hood, owners 
Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman 
 

1965 Buck and Lorraine Hood, owners 
Editor, Austin American-Statesman 
Reporter, Austin American-Statesman 
 

1968 Buck and Lorraine Hood, owners 
Employee at State Department of Commerce 
 

1973 Buck Hood, owner 
No occupation listed 
 

1977 Buck and Lorraine Hood, owners 
Retired 
 

1981 Buck and Lorraine Hood, owners 
Retired  
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1986 Lorraine Hood, owner 
Retired 
 

1992 Lorraine Hood, owner 
Retired  

 
Biographical Information 
 

 
Left: American-Statesman staff meeting, ca. 1950s. Lorraine Barnes and Buck Hood are in the back 

row. Right: Buck Hood in uniform, ca. 1943 
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Article on the career of Buck Hood. The Austin American; Oct 18, 1953 
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Left: Statesman “Outstanding Women” feature on Lorraine Barnes, Jan 14, 1962. Right: Decline of 

nomination for Council; The Austin Statesman, Feb 20, 1959. 
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“2 Texans Get Awards in Writing,” The Austin Statesman; Feb 16, 1957. 
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“VFW Cites Hood for Citizenship,” The Austin American; Jun 26, 1956 
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“Round-up Hosts Rate as Top Writers.” The Austin American Statesman; Sep 20, 1953  



 C. 5- 12 
Building Permits 

 
Original 1948 building permit for house at 1510 Wilshire Blvd. 

 
Building permit for carport and storage room addition, issued 10-10-63 
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Inspection card for carport addition, 10-10-63 

 

 
Sewer tap permit issued to Bradfield & Brush, 12-18-47 
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Water tap permit, 1-20-48 
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Photos 

 

 
Streetscape: The house is sited on a curved lot adjacent to other single-story midcentury Ranch 
buildings. 
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