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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
MaAYy 20, 2019
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2019-0124
1201 AZIE MORTON ROAD

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1952 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One- and two-story, irregular-plan, flat-roofed brick-veneered house with International
style influences; metal-framed multi-lite casement windows; stone front deck with a
wrought-iron railing; several frame additions to the rear.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1952 by Joe Lewis Joseph, a plumbing supply business owner. He
and his wife, Katherine, moved here from a house on Northwood Road and lived here for the
rest of their lives. After Joe Lewis’ death in 1960, Katherine Joseph continued to live in this
house; she worked as a realtor.

Joe Lewis Joseph was a member of Austin’s large Joseph family, Joe Lewis was the first
generation of the Josephs born in Austin after the family moved here from what is now
Lebanon. The Josephs had typical occupations for Lebanese immigrants — they ran fruit
stands, confectionaries, and groceries. Their descendants, such as Joe Lewis, diversified their
business interests.

This house sits on almost an acre of land and has views out over Barton Creek and Zilker
Park to the hills west of the city.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond any city survey to date.

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined
that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:

a. Architecture. The house is a good local example of a vernacular adaptation of
the International style in its boxy configuration and fenestration systems.
Austin has very few examples of the International style in residential
architecture.

b. Historical association. The house was the long-time home of Joe and Katherine
Joseph, members of a prominent Austin Lebanese-American family; more
information will be necessary to assess whether the house qualifies for
landmark designation based upon its associations with Joe Lewis and
Katherine Joseph.

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The house is located close to the summit of the hill
overlooking Zilker Park, and has magnificent views to the west, but is
somewhat hidden from the road and therefore may not have the requisite
presence in the neighborhood to qualify for community value.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.




D.1-2
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Initiate historic zoning or postpone again to June 24, 2019 to fully evaluate options other
than demolition of this house. The house appears to meet the criterion for designation for its
architectural merit, with a not-as-strong case for historical associations outside of the
associations with a prominent Lebanese-American family in Austin.
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1201 Azie Morton Road

ca. 1952
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1201 Azie Morton Road

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
April, 2019

1952 The address is not listed in the directory.
The house was built in 1952 by J.L. Joseph.

1953 Joe L. and Katherine Joseph, owners
Proprietor, Joseph Plumbing and Supply Company, 1210-12 E. 6™ Street.
NOTE: The house is listed as 1520 Robert E. Lee Road.

1954 Joe L. and Katherine M. Joseph, owners
Proprietor, Aus-Tex Plumbing Company and Joseph Plumbing and
Supply Company, 1208-12 E. 6" Street.
NOTE: The house is listed as 1411 Robert E. Lee Road.

1955 Joe L. and Katherine Joseph, owners
Proprietor, Aus-Tex Plumbing Company and Joseph Plumbing and
Supply Company, 1208-12 E. 6" Street.
NOTE: The house is listed as 1411 Robert E. Lee Road.

1959 Joe L. Joseph, owner
Proprietor, Joseph Plumbing Company, 1208 E. 6" Street; and Joseph
Plumbing Supply Company, 1212 E. 6" Street.
NOTE: The house is listed as 1201 Robert E. Lee Road.

1962 Mrs. Katherine Joseph, owner
No occupation listed

1965 Mrs. J.L. Joseph, owner
No occupation listed

1968 Mrs. Katherine Joseph, owner
Widow, J.L. Joseph
Retired

1973 Mrs. Katherine Joseph, owner
Widow, J.L. Joseph
Retired

1977 Joe L. and Hazel Joseph, owners
Manager, Walgreen'’s, drug store, multiple locations.

1981 Joe L. and Hazel Joseph, owners

No occupation listed

1985-86 Joe L. and Hazel V. Joseph, owners
Pharmacist, Walgreen’s Drug Store (multiple locations)
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1992 Joe L. and Hazel V. Joseph, owners
Pharmacist, Walgreen’s Drug Store (multiple locations)

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

Joe L. and Katherine Joseph (ca. 1952 — ca. 1973)

His World War | draft registration card shows that Joe L. Joseph was living at 106 E. 1% Street in
Austin. He was born in Austin in 1897, and was not employed. He was of medium height and
had a stout build, brown eyes and black hair.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Joe L. and Katherine Joseph as the owners of the house at 1600
Northwood Road; that house was worth $5,000. Joe L. Joseph was 41, had been born in Texas,
and was an instructor at the College of Beauty Culture. Katherine Joseph was 36, had been born
in Texas, and was also an instructor at the College of Beauty Culture. They had 6 children:
Norraine, 18; Marjorie, 13; Theresa, 12; Rose Marie, 10; Joan, 7; and Joe L., Jr., 2.ad no
occupation listed. All of the children had been born in Texas, and none had an occupation listed.

His 1960 death certificate shows that Joe Lewis Joseph was living in this house (then addressed
as 1201 Robert E. Lee Road) at the time of his death. He was born in 1897 in Austin, and was in

the plumbing business.

§ JOE JosEPH SR.

% Joe Joseph Sr.. 1201 Robert E.
£ Loe Road, died in a local hospital
» Endav afternoon. He was a life-

& Mrs. M. A, Saad, erut Lebanon;
# Mrs. Ben Paykin, New York;
2 Mrs. Thomas Kelley, San Fran-

¥ cisco, Calif.; MIs. ~John McNaw,
£ San Antonio; Miss Theresa Jo-

. ~Joe L.
2 Joseph Jr, and Daniel Joseph,
# Austin; two sisters, Mrs. Carl Nor-
gtm Tulsa, Okla.; Mrs. Sam Em-
“smett, Dallas; seven brothers,
~—Harry ~Joseph, -Sammie Joseph,
ﬁ‘?h’!lip Joseph, Ernest Joseph.
“*¥dward Joseph, Cecil Joseph, all
»of Austin; and Johnme Joseph,
%m'h e
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% Rosary services were held at’
# Look Y¥uneral Home BSaturday
“might and rosary will be held at
the Tesidence Sunday at 8§ pm.
ev. Eugene Dore officiated Sat-
mday and Rev. Joseph R. McAl-
dster will officiate Sunday.
. Requiem Mass will be celebrat-
*“ed at 9:30 am. Monday at St.
. Mary s Cathedral wﬁh Rev Bore
T Sl e
wj}ﬁ{‘&l Home until 9:30 a.m. Sun-
“day at which time it will be taken
—to the residence. Burial will be
- -m Assumption Cemetery. Pall-
; s will be James Joseph,
Bashara. Joe- Daywood;

m
’ﬁf“ﬂ’"“r"{ﬁﬂﬁ ﬁi‘aﬁi‘ies_ﬁ, Haze

Obituary of Joe Joseph
Austin American-Statesman, November 13, 1960

Katherine Margaret Joseph was living in this house at the time of her death in 1973. She was
born in Elgin, Texas in 1902 and was a widowed real estate property manager.



Rmary wﬂl be said Satunday‘
R pm ﬂt CEok-WnIden

e in Asuumnﬂon Cemitte
under the  direction;..~uf
-'mk‘mm Fxmeral Hnme :

" Clisb In care of- 'uu Ebie Rice,
$1L E: 39t St,, Austin, -

Obituary of Katherine Joseph
Austin American-Statesman, June 16, 1973




D.1-

J. L. Joseph 1201 Robert E. Iee Rd

4 Unplatted - - - -
Je L. Davia Traot
Stone veneer residence and garage.

49964/2 C 8-5 $7500.00
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Building permit to Joe L. Joseph for this house (1952)
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Additional water service permit to Katherine Joseph fér this hbuse (1963)

City records indicate a permit to install a partially in-ground water collection cistern in 2012.



