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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 20, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0192 

1805 E. 3RD STREET 

 

PROPOSAL  

Demolish a ca. 1911 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan, cross-gabled building; vertical board-and-batten siding; 4:4 wood-sash 

windows; shed porch with two entry doors; National Folk style. The building appears to be in 

poor condition, particularly a rear addition where the roof has caved in. 

 

RESEARCH 

1805 E. 3rd Street was occupied first and longest by Valentin and Josefa Herrera, who lived 

in the house from 1911 until their deaths in 1942 (Valentin) and 1963 (Josefa). Their seven 

children and grandchildren lived with them at various times. Their daughter Consuela 

Herrera lived at 1805 E. 3rd Street from at least 1924 until around 1941. Another daughter, 

Mary Grace Herrera, lived at 1805 E. 3rd Street all her life, until at least 1986. 

 

Valentin (or Valentine, or Valentino) Alcale Herrera was born in Mexico in 1856 or 1859. He 

and his family immigrated to the United States in 1899. In 1910 he lived in Comal, Texas, 

and was farming rented land. The following year, the Herreras had moved to 1805 E. 3rd 

Street in Austin, where Valentin operated and taught at a Spanish school until at least 1920. 

In 1935, he worked as a salesman in El Fenix, his wife’s bakery. Valentin Herrera died in 

Austin in 1942. 

 

Josefa (or Josefina or Josephine) Duran Herrera was born in Mexico in 1871. She married 

Valentin Herrera in 1887 in El Saltillo, in Mexico’s Coahuila state. The couple had at least 

seven children, all of whom lived with them at 1805 E. 3rd Street for some period. Josefa’s 

occupation is not listed in most city directories, as is typical for women, but the 1924 directory 

does list her as the owner of a confectionery at 518 Chicon Street. By 1935, she and her 

daughter Florinda were the proprietors of El Fenix Bakery at 1907 E. 3rd Street. No 

information about El Fenix Bakery could be found. She was a member of the El Buen Pastor 

Presbyterian Church. Josefa Herrera died in Austin in 1963, after 50 years living in Austin, 

49 of which she spent in the house at 1805 E. 3rd Street. Her death certificate lists her as a 

housewife. 

 

Consuela Herrera Mendez was born around 1906. She was the first Mexican American 

teacher in the Austin Independent School District. She taught at the Comal Street School in 

1932. Her date of death was not found during preliminary research. 

 

Mary Grace Herrera was born in 1912 in McQueeney, Texas. She was the second Mexican 

American teacher in AISD. She worked as a teacher in Fulmore Junior High School, then at 

Palm School beginning in 1938. In 1973, she was a featured witness in a trial where the 

federal government brought suit against Austin. At issue, as framed by The American 
Statesman, was designing a plan to desegregate elementary schools and “eliminating 

discrimination—if it exists—in mostly Mexican-American schools.” Herrera testified about 
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instructions to only speak to students in English, and agreed with other witnesses that no 

special programs existed “to meet the special needs of the Mexican-American student.” Mary 

Grace Herrera appears to have lived in 1805 E. 3rd Street from her childhood at least until 

1986. She died in 1992. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The property was recommended as eligible for designation as a historic landmark by the East 

Austin Historic Resource Survey (2016). 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 

1) The building is more than 50 years old. 

2) The building appears to retain a high degree of integrity. Doors have been replaced. 

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City 

of Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property appears to 

demonstrate significance according to one criterion and may meet two criteria. 

a. Architecture. The house embodies the distinguishing characteristics of the 

gable-front-and-wing form of the National Folk style, including an L-plan, 

cross-gabled roof, and corner porch.  

b. Historical association. The house was occupied by the Herrera family for 75 

years: first by Valentine and Josefa Herrera (around 1911 until 1963), then by 

their daughter Mary Grace Herrera (until at least 1986). Valentine ran a 

Spanish school, while Josefa owned El Fenix Bakery, a confectionery shop. 

Consuela Herrera Mendez was the first Mexican American teacher in AISD, 

while her sister Mary Grace Herrera was the second; Mary Herrera taught at 

Palm School for at least 35 years. There may be significant historical 

associations. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield 

significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property does not appear to have a unique location, 

physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, 

image, or cultural identity of the city, a neighborhood, or a particular group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

The property may be eligible for designation as a historic landmark. However, the 

Commission may wish to consider the property’s condition before initiating historic zoning. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Consider postponing the case or initiating historic zoning to allow further research on the 

Herrera sisters and their potential significance as early Mexican American teachers in AISD. 

If the Commission chooses to release the permit, staff recommends completion of a City of 

Austin Documentation Package. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (north) façade of 1805 E. 3rd Street. 

 

Occupancy History 

Completed by Historic Preservation Office staff, April 2019 

 

1910 Address not listed 

 

1912 Silas Wright (colored), renter 

 Laborer, no employer listed 

 Betsy Woodson (colored) 

 No occupation listed 

 

1914 Valentine Herrera 

 Teacher, no employer listed 

 Treneo Herrera, renter 

 Student, UT 

 

1916 Valentine Herrera, owner 

 Confectioner (107 Congress Avenue) 

 Miss Florine Herrera, renter 

 Student 

 Treneo Herrera, renter 

 Clerk, no employer listed 

 Isaac D. Herrera, renter 
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 Student, UT 

 Jose Herrera, renter 

 Repairman, Typewriter Sales Co. 

 

1918 Valentino and Josefa Herrera, owners 

 Teacher, no employer listed 

 Miss Florinda Herrera 

 Student 

 Gustavo Herrera 

 Student 

 Trenio Herrera 

 Clerk, no employer listed 

 Miss Octavia Herrera 

 Student 

 Ysaac D. Herrera 

 No occupation listed 

 

1920 Valentino Herrera, owner 

 Teacher, no employer listed 

 Miss Florinda Herrera 

 Student 

 Gustavo Herrera 

 Student 

 Trenio Herrera 

 Clerk, no employer listed 

 Jose Herrera, renter 

 Repairman, F. L. Patty 

 Ysaac D. Herrera 

 No occupation listed 

 

1922 Valentine and Josie Herrera, owners 

 No occupation listed 

 Gustavo A. Herrera, renter 

 Student, UT 

 

1924 Valentine and Josefa Herrera, renters 

 No occupation is listed for Valentine; Josefa owned a confectioner shop at 518 

Chicon Street 

 Consuela Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, no employer listed 

 Florinda Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, no employer listed 

 Gustavo A. Herrera, renter 

 Student, UT 
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 Isaac and Gustavia Herrera, renters 

 Teacher 

  Jose L. and Sire Herrera, renters 

 Clerk, Mrs. J. H. Herrera 

 Octavius Herrera, renter 

 No occupation listed 

 

1927 Valentine and Josefa Herrera 

 No occupation listed 

 Consuela Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, no employer listed 

 Florinda Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, no employer listed 

  Octavius Herrera, renter 

 No occupation listed 

 

1929 Valentine and Josefa D. Herrera, renters 

 No occupation listed 

 Consuela Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, no employer listed 

 Florena [sic] Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, no employer listed 

 Gustavo Herrera, renter 

 Student, UT 

  Octavius Herrera, renter 

 No occupation listed 

 

1932 Valentino and Josefina Herrera 

 No occupation listed 

 Mrs. Florinda Herrera 

 Saleswoman, Leon Speckels 

 Consuela E. Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, Comal School 

 

1935 Valentino [sic] and Josefina Herrera, owners 

 Josefina was the proprietor of El Fenix Bakery (1907 E. 3rd Street), where 

Valentino worked as a salesman. 

 Gustavo Herrera, renter 

 No occupation listed 

  Mrs. Florinda Herrera 

 Proprietor, El Fenix Bakery 

 Consuela E. Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, Comal Street School 

 

1939 Valentine and Josefina Herrera 
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 No occupation listed  

 Consuela E. Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, public school 

 Jose and Esidria Herrera and 3 children, renters 

 No occupation listed 

  Mary G. Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, public school 

  

1941 Valentine and Josephine Herrera, owners 

 Laborer 

  Mary G. Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, public school 

  Octavio Herrera, renter 

 Laborer 

 Consuela Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, public school 

  

1944 Josephine D. Herrera, owner (widow of Valentine A.) 

 No occupation listed 

  Mary G. Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, no employer listed 

 Edelmira Herrera, renter 

 Student, UT 

 Unit B: Jones [sic] and Isidra Herrera and 3 children, owners 

 Typewriter mechanic, no employer listed 

 

1947 Mrs. Josephine D. Herrera, owner (widow of Valentine A.) 

 No occupation listed 

  Mary G. Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, Palm School 

 Unit B: Joseph T. and Isidra Herrera, owners 

 Owner, Herrera’s Typewriter Service (1105 E. 6th Street) 

 Edelmira Herrera, renter 

 Teacher, Zavala School 

 

1949 Mrs. Josephine D. Herrera, owner (widow of Valentine A.) 

 No occupation listed 

  Joseph T. and Isidra Herrera, renters 

 Owner, Herrera Real Estate (1105½ E. 6th Street) 

 

1952 Mrs. Josephine D. Herrera, owner (widow of Valentine A.) 

  No occupation listed 

 Unit B: Edward J. and Ninfa Herrera, renters 

 Baker, no employer listed 
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1955 Mrs. Josefa D. Herrera, owner (widow of Valentin) 

  No occupation listed 

 Unit B: Edward J. and Aninpha [sic] Herrera, renters 

 Helper, Austin Baking Co. 

 

1959 Mrs. Josepha [sic] D. Herrera, owner 

 No occupation listed 

 

1962 Mrs. Josefa Herrera, owner (widow of Valentine) 

 No occupation listed 

 Unit A: Mary G. Herrera 

 Teacher, Palm School 

 Unit B: Edward J. and Ninfa Herrera, owners 

 Baker, Austin Baking 

 

1965 Mary G. Herrera, owner 

 Teacher, public school 

 

1968 Mary G. Herrera, owner 

 Teacher, Austin public school 

 

1973 Mary G. Herrera, owner 

 Teacher, Austin public school 

 

1977 Mary G. Herrera, owner 

 Teacher, Austin public school 

 

1981 Mary G. Herrera, owner 

 Retired 

 

1986 Mary G. Herrera, owner 

 Retired 

 

1991 No return 

 

Background Research 

 
Obituary for Valentin Alcala Herrera, The Austin American, 6/21/1942. 
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Death notice for Valentine A. Herrera, The Austin American, 6/22/1942. 

 

 
Death certificate for Valentin Alcala Herrera, 6/20/1942. 
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Obituary for Josephine D. Herrera, The Austin American, 9/2/1963. 

 

 
Death notice for Josephine D. Herrera, The Austin Statesman, 9/4/1963. 
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Death certificate for Josephine Duran Herrera, 9/1/1963. 
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“Teacher heard in school case,” The Austin Statesman, 5/8/1973. 
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Obituary for Mary Grace Herrera, The Austin American, 9/7/1992. 
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Building Permits

 
Water tap permit issued to Turner (plumber), 5/23/1939. 
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Building permit for rear addition issued to Mary Grace Herrera, 8/13/1973. 


