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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 22, 2019 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

NRD-2019-0036 

2205 A LANE 

OLD WEST AUSTIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

PROPOSAL 

Expand existing second-floor dormers and add new dormers; enlarge some window openings; 

replace some windows. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

Irregular-plan house with cross-gabled roof, brick cladding with stucco accents, 1:1 and 

casement wood-sash windows, paired French doors with multi-lite sidelights, and brick 

chimneys. 

 

RESEARCH 

Elbert Thomas and Velma M. (Chapman) Penick lived in the house, then addressed as 2204 

Parkway, between about 1929 and 1993. Tom Penick was born in 1899 in Waller, Texas, to a 

white collar family (his father worked as an electrical engineer). By 1910, the family had 

moved to Austin. As a young man, Tom served as an Army road engineer in Europe during 

World War I (1918-19). After working in Dallas in the early 1920s, he made a career as the 

manager and golf pro at the Lions Municipal Golf Course (“Muny”) from 1928 to 1961 and 

the UT golf coach from 1927 to 1930. He redesigned and renovated the Muny course several 

times based on his Army engineering experience. Tom Penick retired in 1961 and died in 

1989 in Austin. 

 

Tom also introduced his younger brother Harvey to golf by insisting he caddy. (Harvey later 

became an iconic figure as the UT golf coach, succeeding Tom in that role; the Austin Country 

Club Head Pro; and author of the best-selling golf instruction book Harvey Penick’s Little 
Red Book.) 

 

Velma Mae Chapman Penick was born in 1902 in Weimar, Texas. She married Tom Penick 

in 1928. Velma Penick sold the house at 2205 A Lane in 1993 and died in 2002 in Austin. 

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The proposed project has four parts: 

1) Reconstruct and expand existing gabled dormers on the east (primary), north, south, 

and west elevations to shed-roof dormers. Dormers will be clad in hardiplank lap 

siding and covered in asphalt shingles to match the existing roof; 

2) Change selected window openings on the north, south, and west elevations; 

3) Replace selected windows with 1:1 and casement clad-wood windows, painted to 

match existing; and 

4) Extend existing bay window on north elevation to grade. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is a contributing property in the Old West Austin Historic District. It does not 

appear to meet the standards for designation as a historic landmark. 
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Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain a moderate degree of integrity. Dormers were added to the 

primary elevation of the house in 2001-02, and some windows have been replaced. A rear 

garage (facing A Lane) was also enclosed. 
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City of 

Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). The property does not appear to meet 

the criteria. 
a. Architecture. The building is a simplified example of the Tudor Revival style. It does 

not appear to be architecturally significant. 
b. Historical association. Tom and Velma Penick lived in the house for at least 34 years. 

Tom was a prominent and beloved Austin golf pro for decades. However, his most 

significant association was with the Lions Municipal Golf Course (“Muny”), where he 

served as manager and head golf professional from 1927 to 1961. There may be 

historical associations with the house, but not as strongly as with Muny. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 

concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 

cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 

with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are used to evaluate projects in 

National Register historic districts. The following standards apply to the proposed project: 

2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 
The proposed project alters the massing and form of the building (previously 

modified), expands window openings on secondary elevations, and replaces some 

windows. It alters the historic character of the property, which has been previously 

altered. 

5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 
The proposed project replaces some windows. It largely preserves character-defining 

features. 

9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. 
The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 
The proposed addition will alter the spatial relationships that characterize the 

existing house, but those relationships were previously altered with the addition of a 

second floor and smaller dormers. The new dormers will be differentiated from 

historic-age building with different cladding and a different roof form. The project 

meets this standard. 

10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
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If the dormers were to be removed, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

property would be unimpaired. 

 

The proposed project largely meets the standards. Previous alterations to the primary façade 

with the addition of dormers have diminished the property’s historic integrity. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Comment on and release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation 

Package. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (east) façade of 2205 A Lane, seen from Parkway. Photograph provided by applicant. 

 

 
Rear façade of 2205 A Lane, seen from A Lane. Photograph by the City of Austin. 
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Occupancy History 

City directory research, Austin History Center 
By Historic Preservation Office staff 
July 2019 

 

1929 Address not listed 

 

1932 Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 Golf pro, no employer listed 

 

1935 Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 Golf pro, Austin Municipal Golf Course 

 

1939 Thomas and Velma M. Penick, owners 

 Manager, Austin Municipal Golf Course 

 

1941 Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 Manager, Austin Municipal Golf Course 

 

1944 E. Thomas and Velma Penick (+1 child), owners 

 Manager, Municipal Golf Course 

 

1947 E. Thomas Penick, owner 

 Not listed in front portion of directory 

 

1949 E. Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 Manager and golf pro, Municipal Golf Course 

 

1952 E. Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 Manager, Municipal Golf Course 

 

1955 E. Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 Manager, Lions Golf Course, City Recreation Department 

 

1959 E. Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 City Recreation Department 

 

1962 E. Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 No occupation listed 

 

1965 E. Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 Retired 

1968 E. Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 Retired 

 

1973 E. Thomas and Velma Penick, owners 

 Retired 
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Background Research 

 
“Tom Penick at Municipal Country Club,” 1950 (Photo by Neal Douglass, provided by Austin History 

Center to The Portal to Texas History) 
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“Municipal’s Penick Quits Manager Post,” The  “Golf Switch,” ca. 1961, www.golfaustin.org 

Austin American, 9/3/1961. 
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Building Permits 

 
Water tap permit issued to Tom Penick, 12/4/1929. 

 
2002 building permits show that the attic space was finished out and new dormers 

added. 


