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Overview

* Tree preservation policy
objectives and outcomes

* Code and process
* Due diligence
* Questions
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Chapter 1
Tree Ordinances in Austin and Successes

(Nationally recognized tree preservation ordinances)




Tree Ordinances In Austin

- First adopted in 1983

- Public health, safety,
and welfare (Home Rule
& Discretionary)

. Preserve first then
replenish

- Alignment with council
strategic outcomes

Preserve the character of Austin’s
urban forest, protect its current
health, and increase it’s longevity
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The Value of Trees In the

Urban Environment

¢ TreeS are fOU ndational ‘ﬂ STRATEGIC DIRECTION
to multiple public policy s . S

econ pp ty wh d ty d ty are where every Austinite has choices at every stage of life
u cele b d wher unity ne d nd v I that allow us to experience and contribute to all of the
tS recogni d whert i d ship comes from its commuuiw following outcomes:
O bJ e C mem h and whe ecessities of life are affordable
and accessible to !I

* Trees are a $1 o billion ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY MOBILITY
@ & AFFORDABILITY S e,

when we want to get there, safely

Having economic opportunities and and cost-effectively
resources that enable us to thrive in

our community.

* Trees reduce energy
SAFETY HEALTH &
cost by ~$20M/year P @ ETEI?“SXELW
 Trees reduce speed
and shade pedestrians B

B g hsdvat q Believ gth city government works

ttu I, ethnic, dI ing effectively and c: Hb t ely for all
pp rt ities. ofu th t it is equitable, ethical
and innuvatava
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Our Community Values Trees

* Home Rule—Tree
protection is an
expression of our
values

 Continued public
support for trees and
tree preservation
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Efficacy of Heritage Tree

Ordinance

- Ordinance adopted in February 2010

- 14 Commission variances

- Over 5,000 reviews by City Arborist staff

- More than 70,000 inches of Heritage Trees
reviewed

- 95% preservation rate. National model.
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Chapter 2
Administering the Tree Ordinances

(Process matters)




The Larger the Tree, the Greater

the Protection

Levels of Tree Ordinance Protection

8" and larger
- Required to be surveyed on commercial
site plan submittals

19" and larger are PROTECTED SIZE TREES
- All species are protected
- Tree permit is required for impacts or
removal (residential and public)

24" and larger can be HERITAGE TREES
- Only specific species qualify
- Requires a variance for removal or impacts
that exceed code requirements
- Variances can be administrative
- Greater penalties for unpermitted
impacts

30" and larger HERITAGE TREES
- Proposed variances must go through
the public process

ﬁ De\élép?nent

SERVICESPDEPARTMENT



Review Criteria for Protected

and Heritage Trees

Code Criteria for Rules for Protecting
Removal Trees

1. Prevents a
reasonable use

2. Prevents reasonable -
access A

3. Dead, diseased, or T AR N R
imminent hazard Ren . S
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Due Process for Administering

Heritage Tree Ordinance

Variance granted

. . (example BOA to ' =6 > Tree
App"c_atlon reduce rear yard A:::;T; d Preserved Mitigation
Submitted saieck) Approved e required if
W_lth |_>|jes 24-29 Administrative Eppropiiate
Hertage vy o
Tree variance, - Applicant
2 modification, P iAnEnce ok Denied = appeals
alternative granted denial -
. compliance or
L waiver from
another code
requirement result
_Tree Dead, in preservation of v Heritage
Diseased or an Heritage Tree? No P Tree removal
Imminent process begins
Hazard
I 3 Permit A 4 Environmental
VICS b Issued e

Board and Urban +

| PUDIIC tree iy Forestry Board

30" Notication to

diameter [FHENE
commission
or larger, =
hearing

> Private tree m—] Enwg;nar::ntal com—t

Mitigation
Approved t» rquuired

Land Use
Commission

. Tree
Denied 4= preserved
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Chapter 3
Due Diligence for Reasonable Use

(Reveal the real and perceived constraints, protect
more trees)
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* Parking standards.
* Know your Fire Code! It has a big impact on land use and trees.
* Know your driveway alignment options.
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15'FLOORTO.
FLOOR 2

STRUCTURED PARKINGTO
MEET CODE MINIMUM




SETBACKS 15— — ==

\ ALLOWS FOR 45-75%GLAZING _—




REQUIRED FIRE. ACCESS
A\ 43' FROM SOUTH PRQP EINE )’_;}__:_,'.—:-'.‘ ,.
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| RESIDENTAL COMPATIBILITY SETBACK

3 |
.‘ . ......-oo - ’ 300' from
. Property line

200" from
. Propertyline

100" from
Property line
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Example Plans for Tree Review
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Thank You. Questions?

[y

http://austintexas.gov/department/community-tree-preservation
Keith.mars@austintexas.gov
‘¢’ Devélopment (512) 974-2755
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