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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 26, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0386 

503 LELAND STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1930 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, pyramidal-roofed frame house with a partial-width entry hood 

on non-original wood posts; single and double 1:1 fenestration with wood screens; synthetic 

siding.  The siding and the entry hood supports are believed to have been added to the house 

in a 1952 remodeling project by Henry and Sadie Needleman. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1930 by Alton P. Walker, a driver for the 

Driskill Hotel Laundry, and his wife, Julia.  The Walkers lived here until around 1934.  Zora 

Crews, a stenographer for the State Department of Health and music teacher, purchased the 

house around 1934 and lived here until around 1946.  Henry and Sadie Needleman, who had 

moved to Austin from Brooklyn, New York, are listed as the renters of the house in the 1947 

city directory, then the owners thereafter.  Henry Needleman started off as the manager of 

the Fair Store, a department store on E. 6th Street, and later became the proprietor of the 

White House, dry goods, also in the 300 block of E. 6th Street.  After Henry’s death in 1960, 

Sadie Needleman continued to live here, and operated Henry’s Family Shoe Store until her 

death in 1980.  The house has been a rental property for much of the time since Sadie 

Needleman moved out shortly before her death.  

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was listed with no priority for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 

Survey (1984). 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a simple box house with a non-original front entry 

hood and synthetic siding.  The house reflects a common style with no 

architectural distinction and has compromised integrity with the entry hood 

and siding. 

b. Historical association. The house was built by a hotel laundry driver, and has 

been owned and occupied by a stenographer for a state agency, and later by 

the proprietors of a small, discount department store.  There do not appear to 

be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 

the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 

photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not meet the criteria for individual 

designation as a historic landmark. 



 D.3 - 3 

LOCATION MAP 
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503 Leland Street 
ca. 1930 

 
2012 photograph 

 

 
2019 photograph 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
503 Leland Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2012 
 
1992  John H. Nichols, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 John Nicoles, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  John Henry Nichols, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that John Henry Nichols was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1977  Sadie Needleman, owner 
  Widow, Henry Needleman 
  Proprietor, Henry’s Family Shoe Store, 423 E. 6th Street. 
 
1973  Sadie Needleman, owner 
  Widow, Henry Needleman 

Proprietor, Henry’s Family Shoe Store, 423 E. 6TH Street. 
 
1969  Sadie Needleman, owner 
  Widow, Henry Needleman 

Proprietor, Henry’s Family Shoe Store, 423 E. 6TH Street. 
 
1965  Sadie Needleman, owner 
  Widow, Henry Needleman 
  Proprietor, Henry’s Family Shoe Store, 423 E. 6th Street. 
 
1962  Sadie Needleman (not listed as owner) 

Widow, Henry Needleman 
Proprietor, Henry’s Family Shoe Store, 423 E. 6th Street. 

 
1958  Henry and Sadie Needleman, owners 
  Proprietor, The White House, dry goods, 309 E. 6th Street. 
 
1953  Henry and Roslyn S. Needleman, owners 

Proprietor, The White House, dry goods, 309 E. 6th Street. 
 
1949  Henry and Sadie Needleman, owners 
  Proprietor, The White House, dry goods, 309 E. 6th Street. 
 
1947  Henry and Sadie Needleman, renters 
  Manager, Fair Store, department store, 321 E. 6th Street. 
  Also listed is Gertrude Needleman, no occupation stated. 
  NOTE:  Zora Crews is not listed in the directory. 
 
1944-45 Zora Crews, owner 
  Stenographer 
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  NOTE:  Henry and Sadie Needleman are not listed in the directory. 
 
1941  Zora Crews, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1939  Zora Crews, owner 
  Stenographer, State Department of Health 
 
1937  Zora Crews, owner 
  Stenographer, State Department of Health 
 
1935  Zora Crews, owner 
  Stenographer, State Health Department 
  NOTE:  Alton P. and Julia Walker are listed at 515 Leland Street; he was   
  a driver. 
 
1932-33 Alton P. and Julia Walker, owners 
  Solicitor, Driskill Hotel Laundry 
  NOTE:  Zora Crews is listed at 311 (305) Leland Street; she was a   
  stenographer for the State Department of Health. 
 
1930-31 Alton P. and Julia Walker, owners 
  Driver, Driskill Hotel Laundry 
 
1929  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Alton P. Walker (no wife listed) was a driver for the Driskill Hotel 
Laundry; he lived at 1905 Newton Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Alton P. and Julia Walker (ca. 1930 – ca. 1934) 
Alton P. and Julia A. Walker appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $2,500.  Alton P. Walker was 26, had been born in Texas, and was a driver for a 
laundry.  Julia A. Walker was 24, had been born in Texas to Tennessee-born parents, and was a 
nurse in general practice.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
By 1940, according to the U.S. Census of that year, Alton P. and Julia A. Walker were living in a 
house they owned worth $2,000 on an Austin rural route.  Alton P. Walker was 36, had been born 
in Texas, and was a laundry truck operator for a retail laundry.  Julia A. Walker was 34, had been 
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had a daughter, Alice J., 8, who had been 
born in Texas.  The family lived in Austin in 1935. 
 
Alton Parker Walker died in Christmas Day, 1966; his last address was 515 Leland Street in 
Austin.  He was born in 1903 in Houston and was the proprietor of Walker’s Repair Shop, 
Electrical and Mechanical, sales and service.  He was a widower. 
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Alton Walker is injured in an auto collision 

Austin Statesman, November 4, 1920 
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Obituary of Alton Walker 

Austin American-Statesman, December 26, 1966 
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Obituary and funeral notice for Alton Walker 

Austin Statesman, December 27, 1966 
 
Zora Crews (ca. 1934 – ca 1946) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Zora Crews as the owner of this house, which was worth $2,000.  
She was then 47, single, had been born in Texas, and was a stenographer for the State Health 
Department.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows her renting a house at 2620 Wichita Street near the 
University of Texas campus.  She was a secretary for the Public Health Department.  The 1920 
U.S. Census shows her as the 27-year old daughter of William and Carra Crews of Uvalde County, 
Texas.  Her father was a farmer; Zora was a music teacher.  The 1910 U.S. Census shows the 
Crews family in Bexar County, Texas, where William Crews was a real estate dealer.  17-year old 
Zora had no occupation listed.  In 1900, the family was farming in Karnes County, Texas. 
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Obituary of Zora Crews 

Austin American-Statesman, February 28, 1974 
 
Henry and Sadie Needleman (ca. 1946 – ca. 1980) 
Henry and Sadie Needleman appear in the 1940 U.S. Census of Brooklyn, New York with their 
two daughters and a son.  Both Henry and Sadie were then 39.  Henry had been born in Romania; 
Sadie in New York.  Henry worked as a confectionary storekeeper.  Sadie had no occupation 
listed. 
 
 



 D.3 - 11 

 
Obituary of Henry Needleman 

Austin American, September 9, 1960 
 
 

 
Obituary of Sadie Needleman 

Austin American-Statesman, November 8, 1980 
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Building permit to Henry Needleman to repair and remodel the house and build a carport (1952) 

 


