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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 26, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0394 

704 W. 22ND STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1880 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, roughly rectangular-plan, National Folk style frame house with single 4:4 

fenestration and a small, independent front porch.  The house has been modified with the 

enclosure of the front porch that was shown on the 1900 Sanborn map; the porch enclosure 

likely occurred in the 1930s and contains windows that match the ca. 1880 windows on the 

rest of the house.  The house has elements of decorative woodwork, including bargeboards, 

a pendant at the apex of the front gable, and window trim. 

RESEARCH 

The house is believed to have been built in 1880 by George S. Heflybower, a Virginia-born 

grocer and champion poultry man in Austin.  Heflybower came from Virginia to Austin in the 

1870s and began work as a clerk for a wholesale and retail grocery concern.  Before moving 

into this house, he lived on San Marcos Street in East Austin.  From around 1880 until 

around 1893, Heflybower worked as a clerk for Wayland & Criser, a wholesale and retail 

grocer in the 800 block of Congress Avenue.  He then went to work as a clerk in A. Sidney 

Johnson’s grocery business in the 900 block of Congress Avenue, and finally as a clerk for 

Hill & Hill, one of the city’s most prominent grocery businesses, located at 1010 Congress 

Avenue.  Heflybower worked for Hill & Hill as a clerk, then city salesman, and solicitor until 

around 1915, when he opened his own grocery business at 2202 Rio Grande Street, around 

the corner from his house. 

His wife, Kate, died in 1907, and George S. Heflybower raised his children in this house: his 

son, George B. Heflybower, went into business with him at the grocery store on Rio Grande 

Street; George B. Heflybower lived above that grocery store until his father passed away, 

when he moved back into this house.  Mamie Heflybower was a teacher at the Texas School 

for the Deaf, where she taught in the blind and deaf department.  A newspaper article from 

the 1920s details her work with two blind and deaf students.  Willie Frances Heflybower 

married Charles J. Deahl, Jr. in 1918; Charles J. Deahl was a career military officer, and 

upon returning to Austin in 1948, they moved into this house. 

George S. Heflybower was also in the poultry business; he competed in poultry exhibitions 

throughout the state with his championship roosters and hens. 

George S. Heflybower died in 1936; Mamie Heflybower, who never married, converted the 

house into a duplex in 1937.  George B. Heflybower, who also never married, died in 1948; 

Mamie Heflybower died in 1960.  Charles and Willie Deahl lived here in one unit of the duplex 

until they passed away, Charles in 1969, Willie in 1976. 

Since Willie Heflybower Deahl’s death, the house has been a rental property, with many 

students as tenants. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was listed as a Priority 2 for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 

Survey (1984). 
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Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a nineteenth century frame house in the National 

Folk style; although the house has been modified with the enclosure of the front 

porch at some point prior to 1962, it retains a very high degree of integrity and 

qualifies under the criterion for architecture. 

b. Historical association. The house was associated with one family for almost 

100 years – George Heflybower was a prominent grocer in Austin who was also 

renowned for his championship poultry; his daughter Mamie was a teacher in 

the blind and deaf department at the Texas School for the Deaf.  The 

Heflybower family lived in this house from 1880 to 1976. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group.  However, it is one of the few remaining 19th century houses in West 

Campus, which used to be a premier residential section of the city. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Initiate historic zoning to fully evaluate alternatives to demolition.  The house reflects 19th 

century architectural style and details, and can qualify as a historic landmark under the 

criteria for architecture as well as historical significance for its associations with the 

Heflybower family for almost 100 years.  If the Commission does not initiate the historic 

zoning case, then staff recommends relocation over demolition, and completion of a City of 

Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 

sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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704 W. 22nd Street 
ca. 1880 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
704 W. 22nd Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2019 
 
1877-78 Unknown 
  NOTE:  George W. Heflybower is listed as living at a boarding house at   
  the southeast corner of Ash (now 9th) and Brazos Streets. 
 
1879-80 Unknown 
  George S. Heflybower is listed as living on the east side of San Marcos Street  
  between Emma and Elm Streets.  He was a clerk for Bertram and Moeller,  
  wholesale and retail groceries, dry goods, boots, shoes, clothing, hats, caps,  
  hardware, and agricultural implements, north east corner of Cherry and   
  Guadalupe Streets. 
 
1881-82 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Wayland & Criser, wholesale and retail groceries, 808 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as being on the north side of Palmetto Street   
  between San Bernard [?] (more likely San Pedro) and San Gabriel Streets. 
 
1883-84 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Wayland and Criser, wholesale and retail groceries, 809 Congress   
  Avenue. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 704 Palmetto Street. 
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1885-86 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Wayland & Criser, groceries, 807 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 704 Palmetto Street. 
 
1887-88 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Wayland and Criser, groceries and provisions, 807 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 704 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1889-90 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Wayland and Criser, staple and fancy groceries, 807 Congress Avenue.- 
 
1891-92 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Wayland & Criser, wholesale and retail staple and fancy groceries, 807  
   Congress Avenue. 
 
1893-94 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, A. Sidney Johnson, groceries and provisions, 918 Congress Avenue. 
 
1896-96 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Hill & Hill, groceries and feed, 1008-10 Congress Avenue. 
 
1897-98 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Hill & Hill, groceries and feed, 1010 Congress Avenue. 
 
1898-99 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Hill & Hill, groceries and feed, 1010 Congress Avenue. 
 
1900-01 George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Hill & Hill, groceries and feed, 1010 Congress Avenue. 
 
1903-04 George S. Heflybower 
  City salesman, Hill & Hill, groceries, 1010 Congress Avenue. 
  Also listed as Miss Bettie C. Heflybower (no occupation shown), and Miss  
  Mamie Heflybower, a school teacher. 
 
1905  George S. Heflybower 
  Solicitor, Hill & Hill, fancy groceries, 1010 Congress Avenue. 
  Also listed are George B. Heflybower, a clerk for G.C. Bengener &   
  Brother hardware and sportsmen’s goods, 510 Congress Avenue; Bettie C.  
  Heflybower; Mamie A. Heflybower, a teacher at the  Deaf and Dumb Institute; and 
  Willie Heflybower, no occupation shown. 
 
1906-07 George S. Heflybower 
  Solicitor, Hill & Hill, fancy groceries, 1010 Congress Avenue. 
  Also listed are George B. Heflybower, a clerk for G.C. Bengener & Bro.,  
  hardware, guns, ammunition, and fishing tackle, 817 Congress Avenue; Bettie C. 
  Heflybower; and Mamie A. Heflybower, a teacher at the Deaf and Dumb Institute. 
 
1909-10 George S. Heflybower 
  Salesman, Hill & Hill, groceries and feed, 1010 Congress Avenue. 
  Also listed are George B. Heflybower, a salesman for Walter Tips, wholesale and 
  retail hardware, guns, sporting goods, 708-12 Congress Avenue; Mamie   
  Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas School for the Deaf; and Willie   
  Heflybower, no occupation shown. 
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1910-11 George S. Heflybower 
  Salesman, Hill & Hill, groceries and feed, 1010 Congress Avenue. 
  Also listed are George B. Heflybower, a salesman for Walter Tips, wholesale and 
  retail hardware, guns, sporting goods, 708-12 Congress Avenue; Mamie   
  Heflybower, a teacher; and Willie Heflybower, no occupation shown. 
 
1912-13 George S. Heflybower 
  Salesman, Hill & Hill, groceries and feed, 1010 Congress Avenue. 
  Also listed are George B. Heflybower, a clerk for Walter Tips, wholesale and  
  retail hardware, guns, sporting goods, 709-12 Congress Avenue; Mamie   
  Heflybower, a teacher in the blind and deaf department, Texas School for   
  the Deaf; and Willie Heflybower, no occupation shown. 
 
1914  George S. Heflybower 
  Clerk, Hill & Hill, groceries and feed, 1010 Congress Avenue. 
  Also listed are George B. Heflybower, a clerk for Wells Fargo & Company;  
  Mamie Heflybower, a teacher in the blind department, Texas School for the Deaf; 
  and Willie Heflybower, no occupation shown. 
 
1916  George S. Heflybower, owner 
  Grocer, 2202 Rio Grande Street 
  Also listed are George B. Heflybower, a clerk for George S. Heflybower;   
  Mamie A. Heflybower, t a teacher in the blind and deaf department, Texas  
  School for the Deaf; and Willie Heflybower, no occupation shown. 
 
1918  George S. Heflybower, owner 
  Grocer, 2202 Rio Grande Street. 
  Also listed is George B. Heflybower, a clerk for George S. Heflybower;   
  Mamie A. Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas School for the Deaf; and   
  Willie Heflybower, no occupation shown. 
 
1920  George S. Heflybower, owner 
  Grocer, 2202 Rio Grande Street. 
  Also listed are George B. Heflybower, a clerk for George S. Heflybower;   
  and Mamie A. Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas School for the Deaf. 
 
1922  George S. Heflybower, owner 
  Grocer, 2202 Rio Grande Street. 
  Also listed is Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas School for the Deaf. 
 
1924  George S. Heflybower, owner 
  Groceries, 2202 Rio Grande Street. 
  Also listed is George B. Heflybower, the manager of the George S.   
  Heflybower Grocery; and Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas   
  School for the Deaf. 
 
1927  George S. Heflybower, owner 
  Groceries, 2202 Rio Grande Street 
  Also listed are George B. Heflybower, the manager of the George S.   
  Heflybower Grocery; and Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas   
  School for the Deaf. 
 
1929  George S. Heflybower, owner 
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  Groceries, 2202 Rio Grande Street. 
  Also listed are George B. Heflybower, groceries, 2202 Rio Grande Street;  
  and Mayme Heflybower, a teacher. 
 
1932-33 George S. Heflybower, owner 
  Groceries, 2202 Rio Grande Street 
  Also listed is Mamie A. Heflybower, a teacher at the Teas School for the Deaf. 
 
1935  George S. Heflybower, owner 
  Groceries, 2202 Rio Grande Street. 
  NOTE:  George S. Heflybower died in 1936. 
 
1939  Mamie Heflybower, owner 
  Teacher, State School for the Deaf 
  Also listed is Mrs. C. W. Allen, no occupation shown. 
 
1941  Mamie Heflybower, owner 
  Teacher, State School for the Deaf 
  Also listed is Mrs. C.W. Allen, no occupation shown. 
 
1944-45 Mamie B. Heflybower, owner 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Thelma Lockwood, a private secretary at the University of Texas. 
 
1947  A: Thelma Lockwood, renter 
   Assistant administrator, University of Texas 
  B: Mamie Heflybower, owner 
   Teacher 
   Also listed is George B. Heflybower, no occupation shown. 
 
1949  A: Charles J., Jr. and Willie F. Deahl, renters 
   U.S. Army 
   NOTE:  Willie F. Deahl was the former Willie Heflybower. 
  B: Mamie B. Heflybower, owner 
   Teacher 
 
1952  A: Charles J. Deahl,, Jr., renter 
   U.S. Army 
  B: Mamie Heflybower, owner 
   No occupation listed 
 
1955  A: Charles J., Jr. and Willie F. Deahl, renters 
   Student 
  B: Mamie Heflybower, owner 
   No occupation listed 
 
1959  A: Charles J. Deahl, Jr., owner 
   No occupation listed 
  B: Mamie Heflybower, owner 
   No occupation listed 
 
1962  A: Charles J., Jr. and Willie Deahl, owners 
   No occupation listed 
   Also listed is Katherine Deahl, no occupation shown. 



 D.4 - 8 

  B: Elly Stevens, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  Mamie Heflybower died in 1960. 
 
1965  A. Charles J., Jr. and Willie Deahl, owners 
   Retired 
  B: No listing 
 
1968  Charles J. Jr., and Willie Deahl, owners 
  Retired 
  NOTE:  Charles J. Deahl, Jr. died in 1969. 
 
1973  Mrs. Will8ie Deahl, owner 
  Widow, Charles J. Deahl, Jr. 
  Retired 
  Also listed is Katherine H. Deahl, retired. 
 
1977  Mrs. Willie Deahl, owner 
  Widow, Charles J. Deahl, Jr. 
  Retired 
  NOTE:  Willie Deahl died in 1976. 
 
1981  No return 
 
1985-86 Michael D. Armstrong, renter 
  Student 
  NOTE:  The directory indicates that Michael D. Armstrong was a new   
  resident at this address. 
  A: Christopher Sprague renter 
   Student 
   NOTE:  The directory indicates that Christopher Sprague was a   
   new resident at this address. 
 
1992  A: Carolyn LaFrance, renter 
   No occupation listed 
   NOTE:  The directory indicates that Carolyn LaFrance was a new   
   resident at this address. 
  B: Gregory Davidson, renter 
   No occupation listed 
   NOTE:  The directory indicates that Gregory Davidson was a new   
   resident at this address. 
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The former Heflybower grocery store at 2202 Rio Grande Street 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
George S. Heflybower, George B. Heflybower, Mamie Heflybower (ca. 1880 – ca. 1960) 
The 1880 U.S. Census shows George S. and Kate Heflyblower at an un-numbered house on an 
unknown street near San Pedro Street in Austin.  George S. Heflybower was 28, had been born 
in Virginia, and was a clerk in a grocery store.  Kate Heflybower was 21, had been born in 
Arkansas to a North Carolina-born father and a Tennessee-born mother, and is listed as keeping 
house.  They had a daughter, Mary A., 1, who had been born in Texas.  Also in the household 
was a cousin, William H. Hays, Jr., 19, an Arkansas-born clerk in a book store, and a sister-in-
law, Alice Hays, 15, who was listed as in school.  
 
Kate Hays Heflybower was born in Arkansas in 1857 and died at the Insane Asylum in June, 
1907. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows George S. Heflybower as the renter of the house at 704 W. 22nd 
Street in Austin, where he lived with his two children, Mamie Heflybower and George B. 
Heflybower.  George S. Heflybower was 68, had been born in Virginia, and was a merchant. 
Mamie Heflybower was 40, had been born in Texas, and was a teacher.  George B. Heflybower 
was 34, had been born in Texas, and was a clerk. 
 
George S. Heflybower died in 1936.  His last address was this house.  He was born in Berryville, 
Virginia in 1850 and was a merchant.  He was a widower. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Mamie Heflybower and her brother, George B. Heflybower as the 
owners of the house at 704 W. 22nd Street, which was worth $2,500.  Mamie Heflybower was 59, 
and a teacher at the School for the Deaf.  George B. Heflybower was 55, and was a retail grocery 
merchant.  Both were single. 
 
George B. Heflybower was living at 704-B W. 22nd Street when he died in 1948.  His death 
certificate shows that he was born in Austin in 1885 and was retired. 
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Mamie Heflybower’s final address as 704-B W. 22nd Street, according to her 1960 death 
certificate.  She was born in 1878 in Austin and was a retired teacher at the School for the Deaf.  
She never married. 
 

 
News story on a chicken thief at George S. Heflybower’s chicken coop on this property. 

Austin Statesman, July 22, 1904 
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Obituary of Kate Heflybower 

Austin Daily Statesman, June 22, 1907 
 

 
George S. Heflybower and his prize-winning poultry 

Austin Statesman, November 4, 1921 
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George S. Heflybower reminiscences 
Austin Statesman, January 13, 1924 
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Advertisement to patronize your neighborhood grocery store showing the grocery of George S. 

Heflybower, staple and fancy groceries, 2202 Rio Grande Street 
Austin Statesman, April 2, 1926 

 

 
Mamie Heflybower’s work with students who were both blind and deaf. 

Austin Statesman, March 12, 1930 
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Obituary of George S. Heflybower 
Austin American, January 2, 1936 

 

 
Obituary of George B. Heflybower 

Austin American, January 30, 1948 
 

 
Funeral notice for George B. Heflybower 

Austin American, January 31, 1948 
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Obituary of Mamie Heflybower 

Austin American, October 4, 1960 
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Funeral notice for Mamie Heflybower 

Austin American, October 5, 1960 
 

Charles J., Jr. and Willie Deahl (ca. 1948 – ca. 1976) 
Willie Deahl was the daughter of George S. Heflybower.  She married Charles J. Deahl, Jr. in 
1918, and spent much of her married life with her husband at various military posts.  She and 
Charles returned to Austin in 1948, and moved into this house  Charles Deahl passed away in 
1969; Willie Deahl continued to live in this house until her death in 1976. 

 
Marriage announcement of Willie Heflybower to Charles J. Deahl, Jr. 

Austin Statesman, May 7, 1918 
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News story on Willie Heflybower Deahl’s recuperation from a fall; the story references that 

Charles and Willie Deahl returned to Austin in 1948. 
Austin American-Statesman, August 25, 1957 
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Obituary of Charles J. Deahl, Jr., the husband of Willie Heflybower 

Austin Statesman, August 20, 1969 
 

 
Obituary of Willie Heflybower Deahl 

Austin American-Statesman, October 9, 1976 
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Building permit to Mamie Heflybower to convert the house into a duplex (1937) 

 
 

 
Building permit to Charles Deahl to demolish an accessory building (1963) 

 
 

 
The 1900 Sanborn map shows the house with a front and rear porch, both of which have since 

been enclosed. 
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house with the front and rear porches at least partially filled 
in (blue)  and a new wraparound porch on the east side of the house.  This map also shows the 
Heflybower Grocery Store (red).  Both buildings were on the same piece of property.  The detail 
below shows the porch configuration in 1935, as well as the existence of a two-story section on 

the front of the house, which no longer exists. 
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The 1961 Sanborn map shows that the front, side, and rear porches have been removed, there 
is no indication of the two-story section shown on the 1935 map above, and that the house has 
been divided into a duplex.  The Heflybower Grocery Store is shown (red) at 2202 Rio Grande 

Street, on the same piece of property as the house. 
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