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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 8 OF CITY CODE CHAPTER 25-
12 BY ADDING SECTIONS 25-12-181 INTERNATIONAL WILDLAND-
URBAN INTERFACE CODE, SECTION 25-12-182 CITATIONS TO THE
WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE AND  SECTION 25-12-183
LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE WILDLAN-URBAN INTERFACE CODE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

PART 1. Article 8 (Reserved) of City Code Chapter 25-12 (Technical Codes) is
amended to change the title to Wildland-Urban Interface Code and add new sections
25-12-181, 25-12-182 and 25-12-183 to read as follows:

ARTICLE 8. WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE Reserved.
§25-12-181 - WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE.

(A) The International Wildland-Urban Interface Code and Appendices A
through D, 2015 Edition, published by the International Code Council
(“2015 Wildland-Urban Interface Code”), are adopted and incorporated
by reference into this section with the changes described in Subsection

B) and amendments in Section 25 12183 (Local Amendments to the

2015 Wildland-Urban Interface Code).

(B) - The following sections are amended or deleted

101.4 101.5. -

102.4 10242 }103.1 103.2
1041 - 1042 - 104.3 104.3.1
104.5 1046 104.7 105.1
105.3 me2 & |107.1 107.2
107.4 107.4.1 107.4.2 107.5
107.6.1 107.7 107.8 107.10
108.2 108.3 108.7 108.8
108.10 108.11 108.12 109.1
109.1.2 109.1.2.1 109.1.2.2 109.1.2.3
109.1.4 109..1.4.1 109.1.4.2 109.1.4.3
109.2.1 109.2.2 109.3 109.4
109.4.2 109.4.3 109.4.4 109.4.5

Page 1 of 14

Commented [BM1]: Table revised to correct errors and
for current proposed amendents .




¥1 30 7 958g

_ HAOD FOVITALNI
NVERIN-NVICTIM THL OL SINFIWANANY TVIO'1 - €81-T1-5T §

HWAXXXXXT0C PIO 301m05

(3P0 FoDLIB]U] UDGI]-PUDIPIIA] 947 0 SIBuipuDtly
70007 ) £81-C1-G¢ UoNoas AqQ popusuie S8 Pl ( 8poy soD/IeIH] Ubgi;}-pUDIpILi
[puonpuaiuf) 181-71-6¢ UONI3§F AG PajdOpe Se 9pO7) 30BISNU] UeqI)-PUEIPTIM

1909 #'$09

1109 £ TE09

$0S 11408

1'L+0S L+0S

0S| 1°€0S °1qeL 1°€08

i z'108

01 70¥ T01v0F 1'01'+0b

8'0F L'¥0t 9'¥0p

TEYOY 1€ H0F £0r

£'c0p €T E0Y 1"

T1Tov I'1°20% £70€

il vl TEIT

Tell STl ¥TIl

1711 gIL1 T111

€011 011 1011

L'¥'601 9'¥'601 9°S¥601 $'S¥ 601
1'€S 7601 €560l 1’75601 7S ¥'601

— N onst N



OO Y B U

—_
W —=oOo

—_—
W

—
MO G0 Oy

[N ]
—_ O

(SIS S ST (S I ST G I S S )
[s=JAN < SRR Be N I S VI V]

L W W W
O S

The following provisions are local amendments to the 2015 Wildland-Urban
Interface Code. Each provision in this section is a substitute for the identically

numbered provision deleted by Section 25-12-181(B) (Wildland-Urban Interface
Code) or is an addition to the 2015 Wildland-Urban Interface Code:

101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Wildland-Urban Interface Code
of the City of Austin [NAME-OEJURISBICTION], hiercinafter referred to as “this

code". All references to jurisdiction in this code shall mean the City of Austin.

101.4 Retroactivity. The provisions of the code shall apply to conditions arising
after the adoption thereof, conditions not legally in existence at the adoption of this
code and conditions that, in the opinion ‘of the code official, constitute a distinct
hazard to life or property.

101.5 Additions or alterations. Additions or alterations shall be permitted to be
made to any building or structure without requiring the existing building or structure
to comply with all of the requirements of this:code, provided the addition or
alteration conforme to that required for a new building or structure.

Additions or alterations shall not be made to an existing building or structure that
will cause the existing building or structure to be in violation of any of the provisions
of this code nor shall such additions. or alterations cause the existing building or
structure to become unsafe. An unsafe condition shall be deemed to have been
created if an addition or alteration will cause the existing building or structure to
become structurally unsafe or overloaded; will not provide adequate access in
compliance with the provisions of this code or will obstruct existing exits or access;
will create a fire hazard; will reduce required fire resistance or will otherwise create
conditions dangerous to human life.

102.4 Referenced codes and standards. Thecodesand standards referenced in-this |
codeshall be-these-thatare-listedin Chapter 7 (Referenced Standards) and Chapter |

80 of the Fire Code, as amended, establishes the codes and standards referenced in

the Wildland-Urban Interface Code. and—suchcodes—and standards—shall be

Page 3 of 14

Commented [BM2]: The exception in this section and
section 101.5 was deleted in response to concerns over
applying fire protection requirements of chapter 6, primarily
defensible space, to existing development throughout the
WUI area. AFD will continue to promote Firewise programs
for voluntary provision of defensible space and reserve
authority to recognize distinct hazards to life or property.

/| Commented [BM3]: 102.4 and 102.4.2 were amended to

match the Fire Code. 102.4.1 was not changed as there were
no conflicts identified as in the Fire Code conflicting
mechanical and plumbing codes and standards.

"| Commented [BM4]: This section does not override other

City regulations. These referenced codes and standards are
limited to those listed in these chapters and do not include
the Land Development Code. 102.2 Other laws states “The
provisions of this code shall not be deemed to nullify any
any provisions of local, state or federal law.”
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Development mcludmg the fire code, as amended, and other cades, as amended, the
Internationed Building Code, site plans and res1dent1al and commermal bmldmg

permit applications, shall include topesraphy

roads, landscape and vegetation details if reqmred to demonstrate defen51ble space|: - ..i.

or a vegetatton management plan lee&&eﬂs—e{lstmetufes—er—beﬂémg—eﬁve}epes—
! 3 Hdings: types
of 1gmt10n-r631stant constructlon of bu11d1ngs structures and thelr appendages and

roof classification of buildings and-site-water-supply-systems.
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[R] WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE AREAS. Any developed area where

conditions affecting the combustibility of both wildland and built fuels allow for the

1gmt1on and spread of ﬁre through the combined fuel complex %&Fgeegmph&ea}

[N] DISTINCT HAZARD. Threat to life or property from conditions affecting
ignition, spread or intensity of wildfire or as determined by tables 502.1 and 503.1

or Appendix C.

302.1 Declaration. The Austin City Council Ie—g&slahve%edy shall declare the
wildland-urban interface areas within the jurisdiction.- The wildland-urban

interface areas shall be based on the findings of fact. The wildland-urban interface| .-

boundary shall correspond to natural or man made features.

302.3 Review of wildland-urban interface areas. The code official shall
reevaluate and recommend modification to the wildland-urban interface areas in
accordance with section 302.1 on a 3-year basis or more frequently as deemed

necessary by the Austin City Council legislative-body.

402.1.1 Access. New subdivisions, as determined by City Code Title 25, Land
Development, thisjurisdietion shall be provided with fire apparatus access roads in
accordance with the fire code, as amended. Iuternational Fire-Code and aceess

Fequﬁemeﬂ-trs—m—aeeeféaﬂee—wﬁ-h Sect.wn 403

402.1.2 Water Supply New subchwsmns as determined by City Code Title 25,
Land Development, this—jurisdiction shall be provided with fire apparatus access
roads in accordance with the fire code, as amended, International Fire—Code and

%eemeq&meme&ts—m—&eeerdaﬁee-m%h Section 404,

402.2.1 Access. Individual structures hereafter constructed or relocated into or
within wildland-urban interface areas shall be provided with fire apparatus access

and driveways in accordance with City Code Title 25, Land Development, the fire
code, as amended, futernational FireCode and driveways—in—accordance—with

Section 403.2. Marking of fire protection equipment shall- be provided-in-accordance
with-Seetion403-5 and address markers shall be provided in accordance with the fire

code, as amended Seetion403-6.

402.2.2 Water Supply. Individual structures hereafter constructed or relocated into
or within wildland-urban interface areas shall be provided with a conforming water
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i

Commented [BM7]: Revised definition to allow inclusion
of ember zone,

Commented [BMB8]: Findings of fact 1o support the
location of these areas will be drawn from the 2014 Austin-
Travis County Community Wildfire Protection Plan and
inputs used to establish the wildland-urban interface areas
for Austin and Travis County; climate, topography. fuel
configurations, both natural and built, and response

. | capabilities.

Commented [BM9]: Findings of fact have been written to

include 1) Local fire environment, 2) Community values, 3)
Land development in the wildland-urban interface, and 4)
Limited firefighting resources (i.e. in cases of multiple starts
during drought conditions and extreme fire weather)
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501.1 Scope. Buildings and structures located in the wildland urban interface area
shall be constructed in accordance with City Code Title 25, Land Development

including the fire code, as amended, other codes, as amended, Fternational-Building
&ede and this code.

Exceptions:

1. Accessory structures not exceeding the allowed square footage per City
Code Title 25, Land Development mciudmg the fire code, as amended,
and other codes, as amended, *vin floorarea where
located not less than 50 feet (15 240- ) from buildings containing
habitable spaces.

2. Agricultural buildings not less ]

. 50 feet (15 240 mm) from buildings
containing habitable spaces '

501.2 Objective. The objective of this chapter is to establish minimum standards to
locate, design and construct buildings or pOI‘thﬂS ierof for the protecﬁon of life and
property, to resist damage from wildfires, and to mitigate building and structure fires
from spreading to wildland fuels: ninimum standards set forth in this chapter
vary with proximity to 40 acre or gre ter cont1ggous ‘wildland fuel areas the-critical
Gre—weather, slope,and fuel typeto provide:increased protection, above the
requirements set f¢ fire code, as amended;; ar;,d other codes, as amended,
Het il s levels of hazard.

Page 9 of 14
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504.1 General. Class 14 igﬂtion—resistant construction Shall be in accordance with | .-

sections 504.2 through 504.11.

504.3 Protection of eaves. Eaves and soffits 50 feet (15 240 mm) or closer to a 40
acre (4.05 ha) or greater contiguous area of licht, medium and/or heavy fuel shall be
protected on the exposed underside by ignition-resistant materials or by materials
approved for not less than 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction, 2-inch (51 mm)
nominal dimension lumber, or 1-inch (25 mm) nominal fire-retardant treated lumber
or %-inch (19.1 mm) nominal fire-retardant-treated plywood, identified for exterior
use and meeting the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the International Building
Code. Fascias are required and shall be protected on the backside by ignition-
resistant materials or by materials approved for not less than 1-hour fire-resistance-
rated construction or 2-inch (51 mm) nominal dimension lumber.

Combustible eaves, fascias and soffits more. than 50 feet (15 240 mm) from a 40 acre

(4.05 ha) or greater contiguous area of light, medium and/or heavy fuel shall be
enclosed with solid materials with a minimum thickness of %-inch (19 mm).
Exposed rafter tails shall not be permitted unless constructed of heavy timber
materials.

504.5 Exterior walls. Exterior walls of b.uildings or structures 50 feet (15 240 mm)
or closer to a 40 acre (4.05 ha) or greater contiguous area of light, medium and/or
heavy fuel shall be oo'r_lstructe_d with one of the following methods:

L ARG s oved for not less than I-hour fire-resistance-rated construction
on the exterior side. = . = .

2. Approved nbncom_bus'tfbl’e materials.
3. Heavy timber or log wall construction.

4. Fire-retardant-treated wood on the exterior side. The fire-retardant-treated
wood shall be labeled for exterior use and meet the requirements of Section
2303.2 of the International Building Code.

5. Ignition-resistant materials on the exterior side.

Such material shall extend from the top of the foundation to the underside of the roof
sheathing.

504.7 Appendages and structures. Unenclosed accessory structures attached to
buildings with habitable spaces and projections, such as decks and fences, shall be
not less than [-hour fire-resistance-rated construction, heavy timber construction or
constructed of one of the following:

Page 11 of 14

Commented [BM12]: Class 1, 2 and 3 ignition resistant
construction sections from the model code were combined in
1 section. HBA representatives claim all new construction
already meets class 3 standards. It is not necessary to have a
separate section for class 2 since the only differences from
class 1 were class B roof allowed and less protection of
eaves. Therefor all new construction in WUI areas will
tequire class A roofs. The less protective standard for eaves
is added to section 504.3 here.

| { commented [BM13]: From IWUIC IR class 2

__.--"| Commented [BM14]: Revised due to ambiguity over
dimensions. Rules could specify options for fencing to
reduce risk of structure ignition and impact to trees
overhanging combustible fences.
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aﬂd—ems{rmg buildings, structures and premises located within wildland-urban
interface areas.

603.2.2 Trees. Trees are allowed within the defensible space provided they are in

accordance with Section 604 4 t—he—hefmeﬂ%al—ésmﬂee—bemﬁ—efewns—eﬁadﬁeeﬂt

vegetanon understory plants and shrubs Ieaf 11tter and mulch are allowed to be

within the designated defensible space, provided they do not form a means of
transmitting fire &em—&em—na%e—gemh 1o tree canopies or &y structures.

6044Tree§, e e

prevent ﬁre from entermg or sm'eadma throug.h canopies in accordance Wlth City of
Austin regulations. transms e
suppression operations. Overhead clcctmc hnc clearance shall comply w1th the City
of Austin Utilities Criteria Manual Section 1 - Austin Energy Design Criteria.

606.1 General. The storage of liquefied petroleum gas (LPgas) and the installation
and maintenance of pertinent equipment shall be in accordance with the fire code,
as amended, International Fire Code or, in the absence thereof, recognized standards
and NFPA 58.

606.2 Location of containeré or taﬂks. LP-gas containers or tanks shall be located
within the defensible space in accordance with the fire code, as amended,
International-Eire-Code and NFPA 58.

Appendix D (replaced entirely)
FUEL MODELS HREDANGERRATINGSYSTEM

(Section 3.2.1 from the Austin-Travis County Community Wildfire Protection Plan available on-
line at http://www.austintexas.gov/wildfireprotectionplan or by contacting the City of Austin Fire
Department. Section references and citations are as found in that plan.)
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Commented [BM16]: Revised to correspond with sections
101.4 and 101.5 removing exceptions for retroactivity to
parts of the code specifically applying to requirements for
existing,

| Commented [BM17]: Revised to only address risk of fire

spread to tree canopies or structures. Criteria can address
specifics starting with ignition resistance of the structure.

| Commented [BM18]: Environmental Commission

conditions to add language here to require a qualified
arborist and follow standards of care as required for public
trees may exceed City authority to enforce. As with
application of defensible space it would be promoted through
outreach and education programs or required in situations
that allow for special conditions in exchange for other
development rights. 6-3-42 requires removal of diseased tree.
Reference to City of Austin regulations means Chepter 6-3
as well as title 25
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