Environmenta! Commission September 18, 2019
Item 7B: WUI Code
Attendees: Mark Baker, Nate Casebeer, Chris Herrington

Mark Baker: Thank you for your comments. We are here 1o tatk about WUI Code to improve the safety
of structures in Austin.

Mark Baker: We could remove fire resistant walls, doors, and windows from the code.
Cormmissioner: Do you have this written down?

Mark: No. | could add some comments on the draft and have it by next week.
Commissioner: Say it again.

Mark: We would not require it through the WUI areas or existing conditions. We could look at it for
existing properties. We will require defensible space if it is a hazard to life and property. We could
remove fire resistant materials table from the WUI Code.

Citizen Communication: We could not support the Code as it is. | am proud of Fire wise and have
attended meetings since 2011, It is one thing to do something voluntarily, and a whole other can of
worms to make requirements with lawyers and code. It is hard to harden the home. Then the defensible
space. Embers can really fly. Homes will catch fire. Requiring remodels is great. Enforcing defensible
space is not good. It is not easy to change. We must look at the whole area. AFD can train people. The
process that is proposed has a reviewer, rather than an inspector, to look at the site. This is looking
good.

Commissioner: 1 saw the Golden Cheek Warbler info you sent, thank you.
Commissioner: This includes land from PARD and easements. Fire can start anywhere.
Mark: Yes. The whole city needs to work together. AFD wants to do more outreach.

Nate: According to the data, historically more fire occurrences start on the east side of Austin because
the fuels are finer. We want to bring more awareness to the east side, and get them more involved in
fire wise.

Commissioner: | remember West Lake Hills has water lines that are not large enough to take care of a
fire,

Nate: Yes, we are concerned. We are working with Austin Water and our engineers to take a look at that
hazard.

Commissioner: Westlake Hills is a danger to Austin.
Nate: They are a fire wise area; we are working with them.
Commissioner: This proposal is just for Austin.

Nate: Yes. The City of Austin could be a leader and adopt the WUI Code. Other communities would
follow.
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Mark: | picked up on these changes; we can work with these changes. | will include these changes on the
draft for the meeting next week.






