ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MOTION 20190918 607b
Date: September 18, 2019
Subject: Wildlands Urban Interface Proposed Ordinance
Motion by: Peggy Maceo Seconded by: Pam Thompson
RATIONALE:
WHEREAS, the Wildlands-Urban Interface Code (WUI) will provide the Austin Fire Department (AFD)
authority to enforce building construction and vegetative maintenance standards that will improve identified
WUI areas; and
WHEREAS, Austin has 54,000 homes that are high risk for wildfires; and
WHEREAS, the trees and vegetation around these homes are also at risk; and
WHEREAS, a “hardened home” has reduced wildfire risk because it uses many non-combustible and
ignition-resistant building materials and is maintained in a fire-resistant condition, and because the Firewise

approach begins with a hardened home as the primary fire protection method and moves outward; and

WHEREAS, defensible space around a home done with Firewise principles is one of the most effective fire
prevention tools; and

WHEREAS, Firewise principles should be applied to protect preserves, public land, and critical habitat from
unnecessary vegetation and tree removal; and

WHEREAS, there are important unintended environmental consequences if trees and vegetation are removed
without using Firewise principles in an attempt to reduce fire risk; and

WHEREAS, the WUI code will not require defensible space to be required throughout the WUT areas for
existing structures unless there is a distinct hazard to life or property and the WUI code eliminates the ignition
resistant construction table.

THEREFORE, the Environmental Commission recommends support of the proposed WUI Code with the
following conditions:



‘prezey

‘SA pIBZEy JOUNSI(] (X "SULIA) 2say3 SUTSN YIIm JusISISuod og ‘S[oty IOppE| Pue ‘SyEeIq o1y popeys
ToSwIesT] HOonpal [Ny ‘Pue] PodoPAdPUI 18] JO SoUIpUT] ‘PIEZE] oWoNx%a 193] 001 ‘PIezey 4o 199]
05 ‘PieZEy ajeIopowl 193] ()¢ ‘plezey @oeds o[qisuajop ‘Te[d JUSWeseUBTH UOLIEIo00A SB [ONS SULIA) QULa(]

"2POD (1M STY} OJUI 8POD [ A\ [PHOLBUIIUT
$10Z 9y Jo suonoas Adory *a0ta1a]a1 £582 10] SUOTIIUIISP PUE ‘SI[GE] “UOTIBULIOJUT S1BPI[OSUO))

(uelg AUIoIA £°801

‘¢ 98eq) "A11odoad roumostuoy Jayjoue Uy 10 puel oqnd ur aie 1937 QO€ 941 JO Je Jo ‘suontod JI ssasoxd
oyl AJuier)) ‘padimbal aq fim sayoul § uey) roSie] 0a1) Aue JO ASAIS 2214 B J1 AJUR]D) UR[J ANUIDIA

3y} U] papnyoul 8g 0] paau [[Im 3Ul] 1O} A3 JO 199] (O UM UOIRIaT2A 10] S[TR1ap,, 18UyMm AJLIB[D

. JUIHES0 [00] pue “§Ind Jodoid
"PoLIad SUTUNId OU SUTPH[OUT "SPAEPULIS I/ JB0) VO,) PUE Spiepue)s sutuiid 2o (0t 1SNV Yim
20UBPIODIR U], 0] FUBYD . '21ed 39J) JOJ SPIEPUE]S AISNPUI 31A 30URPIOIOR U], ‘S90I], ()9 UOI0SS UT

(S991] %09 ‘1 o5ed 01 ppr) TUSUIOSEUBLT 391] 9STMSILY UT 90IATDS
15310,J SeXS], 21 AqQ paulel] JSLIOGIE PIlJIIad € A U9aSISA0 10 potiojrad 2q [[BUs ooeds S|qisuajop
B BUNBRAID J0 asodmd a4} 10§ 19A0 S221] 2AIJRU I0) JI0M 931) AUY PPR ‘S931], ()9 U0 U]

SDUBUIPIO ST} JoAD 92U2Padaid SATY [[IM SUONDSI0Id 8511 988191 18} 7' 70 Uonoes Ul AJiIer)
"JUSIZRURY UOTIEI2Z9A U0 SUONONLISUL JBA[0 IPIAOI]

"SOOURUIPIO 921 9AN99)01d a1]) 2210Juy "poIaW uonaaloxd a1y Arewid a3 se WOy
a1 SuTuopIrey 2J0WI0IJ "PIACUIDI A[LIBSSR09UUN 10U aJe UoTe)23o4A JoTj0 pue 221 08 21jqnd 21} sjeonpg

"UOTIBIOBOA PUR SO21] JO [BAOWIAI ATBSS200UUN WO pue] o1qnd pue
saazasaid 109101d 07 2ords 2[qIsuajep Sureao o rord pasn are se[dounid asimaln JeY) 2INsu2 [[BYS IS

‘[BRUEBIA] [BOTUUD3 ], 9Y) OJul paidope SURq SUCHBPUSUIIODT 24} 0} I01Id pue ‘Uolssnosip droid Surjiom
SURZIIIO 21} JO UONI[dUI0D 19]J8 HOOS UOISSIUINIO)) [BIUSWITOIIATUY 21} 0} Juasald [[eys IJe1s aIJpIim IV

"SOTONA AJUDSI2UID JOJ SS00R 10 Iojem apiaoid
0} §201] SuiSewep 10 Sutaouwal pIoAR 0] s[epowal pasodoxd pue sue[d 2115 ma1a21 A[panoeod [[eys JJe1S

"aoeds 9]qIsuajap
AY) UT UOTIRIOBIA JO S99} SUIAOWIAT DI0FDQ SIS pue STUIP[ING PI[OPOWDI JO M2U Furuaptey annbay

‘JUSUISSISSE

aSIMaIL] (1]V Joud Inoyiim syealq (a1 PApLYs JO UCTIEAIO 10 90rds 2]qQISUJOP 2)LaID 0) [RAOIILI
uone1o8aA 10 921) MOfJe J0U o] "doeds S[qIsusjep Ul J1om uoneadaa o vs13 Lue Surop o3 roud ‘s|epowal
IO UOTIONIISUOD MOU I0J 9)IS U0 NSLI 2IT] 9Y) SASSISSE (] 210U §5900xd 2518211,] 9ATI0801d © YSTIqeIsy

"Buroaw sa[mu piepuess oy} 03 Jord sSunoowt dnoid Sunjiom [eroass ur o1jqnd
oy} apnyouy 'ssa501d sa[ni a1y YSnoIy} [enuell [esIuls3) § AU 943 01 Pappe 3q [[BYS JBY1 9POD) INIM
a1 10] seonoeid juswedeurw 159q doeA9p ‘9ouBUIPIO UE JO [RACIddR [IOUNO)) WOIJ SYIUCW XIS UTYN M



o Clarify that defensible space shall be required by this WUI Code only for structures (new or remodeled)
located within 50 feet or closer from 40 acres of contiguous areas of light, medium and or heavy fuel:
page 14, 603.2.3 Groundcover; and page 14, 604.4 Trees).

¢ Clarify that ignition resistant construction requirements also applies to remodels and not just to
construction. Change from “buildings and structures located in the WUI shall be constructed in
accordance to” to “buildings and structures located in the WUT within 50 feet or closer to a 40 acres or

greater continuous area of light, medium and/or heavy fuels shall be constructed or remodeled in
accordance to,” (Page 8, 501.1 Scope).

» In Table 502.1 Fire Hazard Severity, change 150 feet to 100 feet to be consistent with Firewise
defensible space of 30 feet, 50 feet, and 100 feet.

¢ Map needs to clearly depict the fire risk in the 35-50-100 feet Firewise defensible space, not just the 150
feet arbitrary distance that was imposed by the fire model.

¢ Change requirement for one hour fire resistance rated construction (such as fire-retardant wood) of
unenclosed structures attached to buildings (decks and fences) from 10 feet to 30 feet This is to avoid
having to prune or remove trees that are close to decks and fences up to 30 feet from the home (Page 12,
504.7 Appendages and Structures).

» Promote defensible landscape design and educate the public against the misconception that creating a
barren landscape, the stripping of trees and plants, is necessary.

» Retain some healthy young trees in the defensible space. Do not remove every tree less than 8 inches in
diameter 1 the defensible space (Page 14, 604.4 Trees).

e Allow 1-2 inches of vegetative debris (dead leaves, fallen deadwood, mulch) on the ground in the
defensible space to improve soil and tree health, and for invertebrates to live. Many trees will die if bare
soil is exposed in the defensible space (Page 14, 604.4 Ground Cover).

e Explore opportunities for grants, rebates, and/or tax incentives to help homeowners with the additional
expense for ignition-resistant construction and/or landscape and tree work in the defensible space.

» Provide extensive public education and outreach such as town hall meetings on the new code to assist
the public in identifying fire hazards before they take action.

VOTE 8-0

For: Bedford, Creel, Thompson, Guerrero, Coyne, Ramberg, Neely, and Maceo
Against: None

Abstain: None

Recuse: None

Absent: Smith, Gordon
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