
From:

Subject: RE: Board of Adjustment Fee Resolution
Date: Thursday, September 12, 2019 5:48:48 PM

Don

Thank you for your email, and my apologies for not getting back to you sooner.  I brought a budget
 rider that included the change of BOA fees as suggested in the BOA resolution.  Thank you for all of
 the Commission’s work on that resolution.

The Council did vote to pass the following budget rider language:
“Reduce Board of Adjustment (BOA) Residential Variance Fee from $2,905 to $500 and Residential
 Exception Fee from $2,146 to $500. These reduced fees are limited to a homestead that is the
 principal residence of the person who has owned and occupied the residence since January 1 of the
 tax year in which the applicant files the request.”

Please let us know if you have any questions.  Thank you again for your work for the community

Best Regards
Ann Kitchen
City Council D5

From: Leighton-Burwell, Don - BC <b
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2019 5:33 PM
To: 

 <Jerry.Rusthoven@austintexas.gov>; Ramirez, Elaine <Elaine.Ramirez@austintexas.gov>
Subject: Board of Adjustment Fee Resolution

Mayor, Mayor Pro-Tem, and Councilmembers,

The attached resolution was sent to City Council and the City Manager on July 9, 2019 by the
 previous BOA Chair (see both attachment and original email below). We had sincerely hoped that
 this resolution would be included for consideration in the recent budget negotiations, but it has
 been seemingly overlooked. In addition, we have not gotten any response from either City Council,
 nor the City Manager as to their possible interest or shared concern regarding this item. 

As noted in the original email from then-Chair, William Burkhardt, this Resolution passed
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 unanimously by the Board of Adjustment at the April 2019 meeting regarding BOA fees; it’s the
 belief of the Board that fee increases has put access to the Board beyond the reach of the average
 citizen. As a result, only people of considerable monetary means now have access to the Board to
 address their grievances. As further noted, in a climate where we are working to maintain
 affordability and equity in Austin, the Board considers that this substantial rate hike is unfair, and
 disenfranchises the less affluent citizenry in Austin. Once again, the Board hopes that Council will
 take action to remedy the situation.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Leighton-Burwell
Chair, Board of Adjustment
 
 

Begin forwarded message:
 

From: William Burkhardt  
Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 12:19 PM
To: Adler, Steve < ; Renteria, Sabino
 <  Tovo, Kathie <K ;
 Pool, Leslie < >; Garza, Delia
 <D ; Casar, Gregorio < ;
 Kitchen, Ann >; Alter, Alison
 <A ; Flannigan, Jimmy
 < ; Ellis, Paige <P
 'N ' < >
Cc: Cronk, Spencer >; Rusthoven, Jerry
 <Jerry.Rusthoven@austintexas.gov>; Ramirez, Elaine
 <Elaine.Ramirez@austintexas.gov>
Subject: RE: Board of Adjustment Fees Resolution
 
Mayor, Mayor Pro-Tem, and Councilmembers,
 
Please see the attached Resolution passed unanimously by the Board of Adjustment at
 the April 2019 meeting regarding BOA fees; it’s the sense of the Board that recent fee
 increases puts access to the Board beyond the reach of the average citizen, and access
 has become available only to those with relative means; the Board considers this
 fundamentally unfair, and hopes that Council will take action to remedy the situation
 with the next budget.
 
Sincerely,
William Burkhardt, Chair
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Don Leighton-Burwell
Boards and Commissions

Scheduled Meeting Disclosure Information: Written disclosure is required by visitors when attending
 a scheduled meeting with a City Official regarding a municipal question for compensation on behalf
 of another person. Anyone scheduling or accepting a meeting invitation with a City Official must
 either acknowledge that the disclosure requirement does not apply or respond to the following
 survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BCVisitorLog

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The City of Austin provides e-mail addresses for members of its boards
 and commissions for their use as board members. This address should not be used for private or
 personal messages. The views expressed in e-mail messages reflect the views of the authors
 alone, and do not necessarily reflect the views of any board or commission of which the author
 may be a member. In particular, the views expressed here do not necessarily reflect those of the
 City of Austin, or any of its departments, employees or officials. E-mail messages may be subject
 to required public disclosure under the Texas Public Information Act.
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