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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 28, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0517 

1911 ROBBINS PLACE 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1934 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-and-a-half story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled brick veneered house with Tudor 

Revival design elements, including the front-gabled and round-arched entry portico; single 

and paired 1:1 windows with 9:1 wood screens; front gablet to the right of the central entry; 

front-gabled dormer to the left of the entry; open concrete patio across the right side of the 

front façade. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1934 and was originally rented by Sidney C. 

and Georgia McIntosh, who lived here until around 1938.  Sidney C. McIntosh was an 

engineer for the Railroad Commission of Texas. 

Andrew P. and Julia Montgomery purchased the house around 1938, and lived here until 

around 1948, when they switched houses with her parents, R. Brown and Julia Robbins, who 

lived at 1900 San Gabriel Street.  Julia Montgomery was the only child of R. Brown and Julia 

Robbins, and was living in Madison, Wisconsin, when she met Andrew P. Montgomery, the 

son of the vice-president of Madison’s electric railway system.  They married in 1933 and 

moved to Austin, where Andrew P. Montgomery went into business with his father-in-law, 

R. Brown Robbins, in his insurance company in the Elks (later the Nash) Building at 618 

Colorado Street.  Around 1948, Andrew and Julia Montgomery switched houses with her 

parents, who were living at 1900 San Gabriel Street.  Andrew and Julia Montgomery lived 

at 1900 San Gabriel until the late 1950s, when they moved to California. 

Andrew Montgomery appears to have been very popular, and was very active in numerous 

civic organizations in Austin, serving, as had his father-in-law, as director of the Austin 

Chamber of Commerce, president of the Rotary Club, and many other civic and charitable 

local institutions.  It was therefore particularly notable when, in late February, 1958, he was 

last seen at the Kennelwood Docks on Lake Austin and then failed to return home.  Julia 

Robbins Montgomery, becoming fearful for her husband’s well-being in what has been 

described as a rainy and cold night, called the police, who found Andy Montgomery’s boat, 

wallet, and several articles of clothing at the Kennelwood Docks, but no sign of the man 

himself.  Several teams from the Austin Fire Department and other agencies began a search 

for him, which included dragging the lake for his body, all of which were unsuccessful in 

locating him.  Six months later, a reporter for the American-Statesman, on vacation in 

Denver, Colorado, swore that he saw Andy Montgomery there, but when they called his name, 

he ran away.  A year after his disappearance, his presumed widow, Julia, filed for control of 

their community property, stating that her husband was presumed drowned in the lake.  Six 

months after that, there were a couple stories in the newspaper about how Andy Montgomery 

was living in northern California, and that Julia Montgomery had gone there to reunite with 

him.  There never was a really good justification for his disappearance published in the 

newspapers, except that he had “gone to pieces” and needed to get away.  Nor was there ever 

any accounting for the trouble he caused the AFD and others in trying to locate his body in 

the lake.  It is unclear if he ever returned to Austin after that.  Julia Montgomery moved to 

California to be with him, but they divorced in California in 1971.  Julia Montgomery died in 
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California in 1972; her body was returned to Austin for burial in the Oakwood Cemetery 

Annex, but no obituary appeared in the Austin newspapers.  Andy Montgomery remarried, 

and died in California in 1988.  His obituary was published in the Austin paper. 

Andrew and Julia Montgomery traded this house for that of her parents, at 1900 San Gabriel 

Street around 1948, and her parents, R. Brown and Julia Robbins, moved into this house, 

where they lived until Julia Robbins died in 1958. 

R. Brown Robbins was brought up in Vernon, Texas, the son of the John W. Robbins, who 

became the treasurer of the State of Texas in 1898.  Brown Robbins worked as a book-keeper 

in the State Treasurer’s office, and then was appointed chief clerk of the State Treasury by 

his father in 1905 to replace a man who resigned to organize the American National Bank of 

Austin.  Brown married Julia Eilers of Bastrop in 1906, and returned to Austin, where he 

and his father opened a real estate and insurance business.  After his father retired , Brown 

went into business with his brother, Leonard, incorporating The Robbins Company, dealing 

in fire insurance policies, real estate, and rental properties.  They opened their offices at 618 

Colorado Street. 

Brown Robbins quickly became involved in many civic and charitable organizations; he 

served as the director of the Austin Chamber of Commerce in the 1920s, and later served as 

president of the Rotary Club. He consistently pushed for civic improvements, including the 

construction of a municipal auditorium.  Upon his daughter’s marriage to Andy Montgomery 

in 1933, Robbins invited him into the firm, and he eventually became a partner.  Brown 

Robbins died in 1954, and his wife continued as the matriarch of the family and of the 

insurance business.  They lived in this house from around 1948 until Julia Robbins’ death in 

1958. 

The house was then rented by a professor at the University of Texas, Gerhardt Fonken, and 

his wife, Carolyn, from Fonken’s arrival in Austin in 1959 through the mid-1960s.  Fonken 

was a professor of chemistry, then went into university administration; he was the head of 

the offices of academic affairs and research from 1979 until 1985, when he was appointed 

provost of the university, serving in that role until his retirement in 1994.  There was a series 

of renters in the 1960s and 1970s; from the early 1980s at least through the early 1990s, the 

house was rented by another UT professor, Gideon Sjoberg.  Sjoberg was a professor of 

sociology at UT, and was the author of The Pre-Industrial City, a 1960 study of ancient cities 

and civilizations to address issues in modern urban industrial societies. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was listed with no priority for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 

Survey (1984). 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a relatively common type of 1930s brick-veneered 

cottage with minimal Tudor Revival detailing.  The house is remarkably intact 

and may qualify under the criterion for architecture for its depiction of a 

vernacular residential design of the 1930s. 

b. Historical association. The house was the home of two families, Andrew and 

Julia Montgomery, who lived here until around 1948, when they moved to her 

parents’ house, and Julia Montgomery’s parents, Brown and Julia Robbins, 

moved into this house, where they lived until 1958.  Brown Robbins was the 

head of an insurance and real estate firm in Austin, and brought his son-in-

law into the company.  Both were active in civic organizations in Austin, 

serving as heads of the Chamber of Commerce and the Rotary Club.  The 



 D.3 - 3 

Commission will need to decide whether these historical associations are 

significant enough to warrant individual designation under this criterion. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of this house, as it appears to retain a very 

high degree of integrity and structural soundness.  Robbins Place is a short street in West 

Campus that was once lined by these relatively modest homes, mostly built in the 1930s, for 

prominent Austin families, and there has already been great incursions at the south end of 

the street with student apartments.  While Robbins Place is not yet a historic district, it 

would certainly qualify as one, and the erosion of the integrity of this potential district with 

the removal of this house, should give cause for deep consideration of alternatives to 

demolition.  If the Commission does vote to release the permit, then staff recommends the 

completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all 

elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin 

History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1911 Robbins Place 
ca. 1934 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1911 Robbins Place 

 
From City Directories, Austin History Center 
Prepared by the City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2019 
 
1935  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Sidney C. and Georgia McIntosh are not listed in the directory. 
 
1937  Sidney C. and Georgia McIntosh, renters 
  Engineer, Railroad Commission of Texas 
  NOTE:  Andrew P. and Julia R. Montgomery are listed at 1914 Robbins Place; he 
  was the office manager for The Robbins Company (R. Brown and Leonard A.  
  Robbins, proprietors), rentals, surety bonds, general insurance, Elks Building,  
  618 Colorado  Street. 
 
1939  A.P. and Julia R. Montgomery, owners 
  Office manager, The Robbins Company (R. Brown and Leonard A. Robbins,  
  proprietors), rentals, surety bonds, general insurance, Elks Building, 618   
  Colorado Street. 
  NOTE:  Sidney C. and Georgia McIntosh are listed at 3008 North Guadalupe  
  (now Hemphill Park); he was a civil engineer. 
 
1941  Andrew P. and Julia Montgomery, owners 



 D.3 - 6 

  Office manager, The Robbins Company (R. Brown and Leonard A. Robbins,  
  proprietors), real estate and insurance, 618 Colorado Street. 
  Also listed is Gertrude Hawkins, a maid. 
 
1944-45 Andrew P. and Julia Montgomery, owners 

U.S. Navy 
Also listed is Lee F. Ferrell, no occupation shown. 

 
1947  Andrew P. and Julia R. Montgomery, owners 
 Office manager, The Robbins Company (R. Brown and Leonard A. Robbins, 

proprietors), general insurance, surety bonds and rentals, 201-02 Nash Building, 
618 Colorado Street 

 NOTE:  R. Brown and Julia D. Robbins are listed at 1900 San Gabriel Street. 
 
1949  R. Brown and Julia D. Robbins, owners 
  Proprietor (with Andrew Montgomery), The Robbins Company, general insurance 
  surety  bonds and rentals, 201-02 Nash Building, 618 Colorado Street. 
  NOTE:  Andrew P. and Julia Montgomery are listed at 1900 San Gabriel Street.   
  He was a proprietor of The Robbins Company.  1900 San Gabriel Street was the  
  former address of R. Brown and Julia D. Robbins. 
 
1952  R. Brown and Julia D. Robbins, owners 
  Proprietor (with Andrew Montgomery), The Robbins Company, general   
  insurance, 201-02 Nash Building, 618 Colorado Street. 
  NOTE:  Andrew and Julia Montgomery are listed at 1900 San Gabriel Street. 
 
1955  Mrs. Julia D. Robbins, owner 
  Widow, Brown Robbins 
  Proprietor (with Andrew Montgomery and John P. Nieman), The Robbins,  
  Montgomery and Nieman Company, general insurance, 201 Nash Building, 618  
  Colorado Street. 
 
1959  Mrs. Julia D. Robbins, owner 
  Widow, Brown Robbins 
  Proprietor (with Andrew Montgomery and John P. Nieman), The Robbins,  
  Montgomery and Nieman Company, general insurance, 201 Nash Building, 618  
  Colorado Street. 
 
1962  Gerhardt J. and Carolyn Fonken, renters 
  Assistant professor, University of Texas 
 
1965  Gerhard J. and Carolyn Fonken, renters 
  Assistant professor, University of Texas 
 
1968  Charles W. and Gay N. Shaw, renters 
  Commercial artist 
 
1973  Ricardo and Luz B. Cornejo, renters 
  Program coordinator, Southwestern Educational Development Lab, 711 Perry- 
  Brooks Building, 800 Brazos Street. 
 
1977  Julia M. Boffa, owner 

Nurse, Medical Personnel Pool, national nursing service, 1206 W. 38th Street. 
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NOTE:  The directory indicates that Julia M. Boffa was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  Gideon A. Sjoberg, renter 

Professor, University of Texas 
 
1985-86 Gideon A. Sjoberg, renter 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1992  Gideon A. Sjoberg, renter 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Andrew P. and Julia R. Montgomery (ca. 1938 – ca. 1948) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows A.P. and Julia E. Montgomery as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $9,000.  A.P. Montgomery was 28, had been born in Wisconsin, and was a salesman 
and book-keeper in a real estate office.  Julia E. Montgomery was 32, had been born in Texas, 
and had no occupation listed.  They had a 2-year old daughter, Julia, who had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census also reveals that the house next door to the Montgomery’s, at 1909 
Robbins Place, was rented by Ralph W. Yarborough and his family.  Yarborough was an attorney. 
 
His 1940 World War II draft card shows that Andrew Proudfit Montgomery was born in Dane 
County, Wisconsin in 1912 and was living in Austin at the time of his registration, where he worked 
for The Robbins Company.  He was 6’-3” tall, weighed 200 pounds and had a light complexion 
with brown hair and gray eyes.  His next of kin was Julia Montgomery. 
 
Andrew P. Montgomery appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the 17-year old son of Dudley and 
Josephine Montgomery, of Madison, Wisconsin, where they owned a substantial house (worth 
$25,000).  Andrew P. Montgomery was the oldest of the 3 Montgomery children listed, and the 
only son.  His father, Dudley Montgomery, was the 46-year old vice-president of the street railway 
company.  His mother, Josephine Montgomery, 43, had been born in Wisconsin and had no 
occupation listed.  The family had a Norwegian-born servant living in their home.  The 1920 U.S. 
Census shows that Andrew’s father, Dudley Montgomery, was the vice-president of the electric 
streetcar line in Madison, Wisconsin. 
 
Andrew P. Montgomery and Julia E. Robbins divorced in San Mateo County, California in March, 
1971. 
 
Julia E. Montgomery died in San Mateo County, California in May, 1972.  There was no obituary 
in the Austin newspapers, but she is buried in Austin.  Andrew Proudfit Montgomery died in Shasta 
County, California in 1988. 
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Society page story on the wedding of Andrew P. Montgomery and Julia Eilers Robbins in Austin 

Austin Statesman, December 28, 1933 
 

 
Society page story on the visit of Andrew Montgomery’s mother to Austin for Easter 

Austin American-Statesman, April 13, 1952 
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News story on the suspected drowning death of Andy Montgomery 

Austin Statesman, February 20, 1958 
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Front page news story on the continuing search for the presumed drowned body of Andy 

Montgomery 
Austin Statesman, February 21, 1958 
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Front page news story on the continuing search for the presumed drowned body of Andy 

Montgomery 
Austin Statesman, February 24, 1958 
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News story on the sighting of Andy Montgomery in Denver a few months after his presumed 

drowning 
Austin Statesman, August 14, 1958 
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Julia Montgomery files for full control of community property after Andy Montgomery’s presumed 

drowning death 
Austin Statesman, March 4, 1959 
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Legal notice of Julia Montgomery’s suit for title to all community property 

Austin Statesman, March 11, 1959 
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News story on the future plans of Andy and Julia Montgomery after he resurfaced after his 

presumed drowning. 
Austin Statesman, May 6, 1959 
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News story on the reunion of Andy and Julia Montgomery 

Austin Statesman, May 18, 1959 
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Obituary of Andy Montgomery 

Austin American-Statesman, September 3, 1988 
 
 

 
 
R. Brown and Julia Robbins (ca. 1948 – ca. 1958) 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Brown and Julia Robbins renting the house at 702 West Avenue 
in Austin.  Brown Robbins was 28, had been born in Texas, and was a real estate agent.  Julia 
Robbins was 25, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had a daughter, 
Julia E., 2, who had been born in Texas.  Julia E. Robbins went on to marry Andrew P. 
Montgomery. 
 
His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that Richard Brown Robbins was living at 811 
Riverside Drive in Austin.  He was born in 1881, and was in the fire insurance business at 618 
Colorado Street in Austin.  Julia D. Robbins is listed as his wife.  He was tall and slender with dark 
brown hair and gray eyes. 
 
By 1920, Brown and Julia Robbins were living in Wichita Falls, Texas, where Brown was a real 
estate agent.  He was 36, and had been born in Texas.  Julia Robbins was 33, had been born in 
Texas, and had no occupation listed.  Their daughter, Julia, was 12. 
 
Brown and Julia Robbins appear in the 1930 U.S. census s the owners of the house at 1900 San 
Gabriel Street in Austin; their house was worth $12,000.  It is shown on Sanborn maps as a two-
story stucco house, but it is no longer standing.  Brown Robbins was 48, had been born in Texas, 
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and was an insurance man.  Julia Robbins, 45, had been born in Texas and had no occupation 
listed.  Their daughter, Julia, 22, had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows  R.B. and Julia Robbins as the owners of the house at 1900 San 
Gabriel Street; it was worth $12,000.  R.B. Robbins was 59, had been born in Texas, and was an 
insurance and real estate salesman.  Julia Robbins was 54, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  Their daughter, Julia, had married Andy Montgomery, and was living in this 
house, 1911 Robbins Place, at the time of the census report. 
 
His 1954 death certificate shows that R. Brown Robbins was living at this address at the time of 
his death.  He was born in Texas in 1881 and was a partner in an insurance company. 
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News story on the appointment of Brown Robbins as the chief clerk of the State Treasury 

Department 
Austin Statesman, November 14, 1905 
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News of the marriage of Brown Robbins and Julia Eilers in Bastrop, Texas 

Austin Statesman, June 6, 1906 
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Brown Robbins, as head of the Austin Chamber of Commerce, makes a plea for a municipal 

auditorium. 
Austin Statesman, June 9, 1927 
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Brown Robbins, as president of the Rotary Club, voices his pride in Austin 

Austin Statesman, May 18, 1928 
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The Robbins Company, headed by Brown Robbins, remodels their offices at 618 Colorado 

Street. 
Austin American-Statesman, August 22, 1937 
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Story on the career of Brown Robbins 
Austin American-Statesman, January 11, 1948 
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Obituary of R. Brown Robbins 
Austin American, June 1, 1954 
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Story on the funeral and career of Brown Robbins 

Austin Statesman, June 1, 1954 
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Obituary of Julia Robbins 

Austin American, December 27, 1958 
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Story on the funeral of Julia Robbins 

Austin Statesman, December 27, 1958 

 


