
 

 

 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Fayez Kazi, Chair 

Planning Commission Members 
 

FROM: Mashell Smith, Land Management Supervisor, Office of Real Estate Services 
 
DATE:  November 1, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: F#10188-1908 Right of Way Vacation – Portion of Onion Street  

(0.399 acres (Approximately 17,393 square feet) being a portion of Onion Street, 
lying between Blocks 3 & 4, Subdivision of Outlot 4, Division “A”, a subdivision 
recorded in Volume W, Page 391, Deed Records of Travis County, Texas) 

 
 
Attached are the departmental comments and other information pertinent to the referenced 
street vacation (Onion Street between E 5th Street and E 6th Street). The area being requested 
for vacation will be used for future development of a paseo (publicly accessibly, pedestrian and 
bicycle friendly open space). All affected departments and private utility franchise holders have 
reviewed this request and recommend approval, subject to the following conditions: 
 
 

1. Austin Transportation Department: 

 A public access easement (PAE) will be required for a portion of the Right of Way (ROW) that 
is being vacated. Access must be for pedestrians, scooters, and all ages, all ability bicycle 
traffic with ADA compliant access/pathways. 

 A Restrictive Covenant (RC) will be attained prohibiting habitable structure(s) over the entire 
ROW area that is being vacated 

2. Austin Water Utility: 

 A water line easement will be retained over AWU facilities until such time the water main is 
properly abandoned, replaced and accepted by AW Pipeline Engineering and the as-built 
plans have been received and approved by AW Infrastructure records. 

3. Capital Metro: 
o The PAE will remain available to the public and provide pedestrian and bicycle access. 

4. Austin Energy: 
o An electric easement will be retained over AE facilities until such time the facilities are 

removed, relocated and approved by Austin Energy. 
5. Austin Fire: 

o Buildings located at 1501 E. 6th Street and 1506 E. 5th Street will be demolished prior to 
the deed transferring ownership is recorded in Travis County. 

6. Google Fiber: 
o There are Google Fiber facilities in the ROW area.  The facilities must be relocated at 

developers’ expense. 
7. Grande Communications: 

o Full reimbursement for cost of construction if Grande will need to be relocated. 
8. PARD/Planning & Design 
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o Record PAE immediately after Deed Without Warranty is recorded to preserve public 
access over envelope of vacated area. 

9. Public Works Department Sidewalks and Special Projects Review: 
o The PAE area must remain publicly accessible, pedestrian and bicycle friendly open 

space and be ADA compliant. 
10. Public Works Department-OCE: 

o Minimum clear height of 15 feet in the PAE area. 
11. Development Services Department, Transportation Planning: 

o Bike access required through the PAE area. 
12. Watershed Engineering Review: 

 A storm drain easement will be attained over storm drain facilities until such time as the 
storm sewer facilities are removed. 

 
 
The applicant has requested that this item be submitted for placement on the November 12, 
2019 Planning Commission Agenda. 
 
Staff contact:    Mashell Smith, Land Management Supervisor, (512) 974-7079 
 
Applicant:    Micahel Gaudini 

Armbrust & Brown, PLLC, (512) 435-2318, mgaudini@abaustin.com 
 
Property Owner:   6th & Onion, LP 
 
The applicant and/or the property owner’s representative will be present at the meeting to 
answer any questions regarding the development project and vacation request. 
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SUMMARY OF REVIEW COMMENTS REPORT 
F#10188-1908 RIGHT-OF-WAY VACATION 

[0.399 ACRE TRACT OF ONION STREET BETWEEN E. 5TH AND E. 6TH STREETS] 

 

 

CONDITIONAL APPROVAL COMMENTS 

 
AUSTIN TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT (ATD) 
ASSESSMENT: Public access easement required over a portion of the vacated ROW.  Access must be for 
pedestrians, scooters, and all-ages, all-ability bicycle traffic with ADA-compliant access/pathways. 

- Curtis Beaty, ATD 
 
AUSTIN WATER UTILITY (AWU) 

ASSESSMENT: “Austin Water (AW) has no objection to the Right-Of-Way vacation of portion of Onion Street 
between East 5th Street and East 6th Street (0.400 acre/17,406 square feet) with the following condition. 

Currently, there is an existing 2-inch cast iron water main in the area requested to be vacated.  A new Water 
Line Easement must be dedicated to the city covering the active water line. The new easement should be 20-
feet wide across the area to be vacated.  

Once existing 2-inch cast iron water main is properly abandoned, replaced and accepted by AW Pipeline 
Engineering and the as-built plans has been received and approved by AW Infrastructure Records the new 
easement can be requested to be released.” 

 

 – Angela Baez, AWU 
 
AUSTIN ELECTRIC (AE) 

ASSESSMENT: Conditionally Approved. The owner/applicant has paid for the removal/relocation of the 
existing electric facilities located in the area of ROW requested to be vacated. (Case 10188-1908) This is 
referenced as Austin Energy WR#191650 - The owner/applicant must dedicate an electric easement for any 
electric facilities to remain as well as any future electric facilities that are proposed. (SP-2019-0254C) 

               – EBEN KELLOGG, AE  
 
AUSTIN FIRE (AFD) 
ASSESSMENT: The Austin Fire Department requires that all buildings located at 1501 E. 6th Street and 1506 
E. 5th Street must be completely demolished prior to the deed vacation for the Onion Street ROW being 
recorded.                
               – Sonny Pelayo, Fire 

 
GOOGLE 
ASSESSMENT: Google Fiber approves this Easement Release with conditions that a relocation agreement 
will be executed for the relocation of GFBR existing conduit in the PUE and Onion Street ROW. 

- Frederic Ritter, Google 
 
GRANDE COMMUNICATIONS 
ASSESSMENT: No objections with conditions of full reimbursement for cost of construction if Grande will 
need to relocate. 

- Daniel Pina, Grande 
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PARD/ PLANNING & DESIGN  
ASSESSMENT: Record PAE in place of the ROW 

-         Robynne Heymans, PARD 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – Sidewalks and Special Projects 
ASSESSMENT: Subject to the proposed publicly accessible, pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly open space is 
ADA compliant. 
             Eric Dusza, PWD 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – OCE 
ASSESSMENT: Stipulate a minimum clear height of 15-feet, since it will remain open for public access. 
           David Boswell, PWD 
 
WATERSHED ENGINEERING  
ASSESSMENT: WPD agrees on the right-of-way vacation as long as a drainage easement is retained for 
existing WPD infrastructure within the requested right-of-way vacation area. 

               Jorge Urquidi, Watershed 

 

APPROVED  (NO COMMENTS) 

 AT&T  DEVELOPMENT SERVICES Land Use Review 
(Engineering) 

 MOBILITY BOND  DEVELOPMENT SERVICES Transportation 

 AUSTIN RESOURCE RECOVERY  PLANNING & ZONING Urban Design 

 GOOGLE  PLANNING & ZONING Zoning Review 

 CTM-GAATN  PLANNING & ZONING Long Range Planning 

 CAPITAL METRO  PUBLIC WORKS Urban Trails Program 

 EMS  CHARTER/SPECTRUM 

  TEXAS GAS 
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www.payne-llc.com 
TBPLS 10194453 

 

 Payne Industries, LLC │ 302 W. Hopkins, Suite 1A │ San Marcos, TX 78666 │ 512.749.2878 

 

 
EXHIBIT “____” 

 
 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT AREA 
 
A DESCRIPTION OF 0.399 ACRES (APPROXIMATELY 17,393 SQUARE FEET), IN THE CITY OF 
AUSTIN, TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS, BEING A PORTION OF ONION STREET, LYING BETWEEN 
BLOCKS 3 & 4, SUBDIVISION OF OUTLOT 4, DIVISION “A”, A SUBDIVISION RECORDED IN 
VOLUME W, PAGE 391, OF THE DEED RECORDS OF TRAVIS COUNTY TEXAS (DRTCT),  SAID 
0.399 ACRES BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY METES AND BOUNDS AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
BEGINNING at a 1/2" rebar with “Chaparral” cap found, at the intersection of the west right-of-way line of Onion 
Street (60’ right-of-way width) and the north right-of-way line of E 5th Street (80’ right-of-way width), same being 
the southeast corner of said Block 4, from which a calculated point for the southwest corner of said Block 4 bears 
N69°45’36”W a distance of 270.54 feet, and from said calculated point a 1 story concrete and brick building corner 
bears N81°21’06”W a distance of 0.21 feet; 
 
THENCE with the west right-of-way line of Onion Street and the east line of said Block 4, N20°39’24”E a distance 
of 135.05 feet to a 1/2” rebar with “Chaparral” cap found at the south line of a vacated 20 foot alley, being the 
southeast corner of a 10’ public utility and drainage easement recorded in Document No. 2018200606 of the Official 
Public Records of Travis County, Texas (OPRTCT); 
 
THENCE continuing with the west right-of-way of Onion Street, crossing said vacated alley, N20°39’24”E a 
distance of 20.00 feet to a Mag nail with “Chaparral” washer found in the north line of said vacated alley, being the 
northeast corner of a 10’ public utility and drainage easement recorded in Document No.(s)  2019002223 and 
2019002224 (OPRTCT); 
 
THENCE continuing with the west right-of-way line of Onion Street, and the east line of said Block 4, 
N20°39’24”E a distance of 135.05 feet to a calculated point at the intersection of the south right-of-way line of E 
6th Street (60’ right-of-way width) and the west right-of-way line of Onion Street, being the northeast corner of 
said Block 4, from which a punch hole found in concrete bears S89°05’18” a distance of 0.05 feet, and a scribed 
“X” found in concrete bears N62°52’13”E a distance of 0.07 feet, also from which a calculated point at the 
intersection of the south right-of-way line of E 6th Street and the east right-of-way line of Navasota Street, being 
the northwest corner of said Block 4 bears N69°39'36"W a distance of 270.54 feet, from which a 1/2” rebar with 
“Chaparral” cap found for witness bears N69°39’36”W a distance of 5.08 feet; 
 
THENCE with the south right-of-way line of E 6th Street, crossing Onion Street, S69°27’46”E a distance of 60.00 
feet to a 5/8” rebar found for the northwest corner of Block 3 of said Subdivision of Outlot 4, Division “A”, from 
which a cotton spindle with “Chaparral” washer found on the north line of said Block 3 and the south right-of-way 
line of said E 6th Street, for the northwest corner of a tract called Lot 6 of said Block 3, conveyed to East 6th St., 
LLC in Document No. 2019018925, bears S69°43’37”E a distance of 227.50 feet; 
 
THENCE leaving the south right-of-way line of E 6th Street, with the east right-of-way of Onion Street, and the 
west line of said Block 3, S20°39’42”W a distance of 289.66 feet to a 1/2” rebar with “Chaparral” cap found at the 
intersection of the east right-of-way line of Onion Street and the north right-of-way line of E 5th Street, being the 
southwest corner of said Block 3, from which a 1/2” rebar with “Chaparral” cap found on the north right-of-way 
line of E 5th Street and the south line of said Block 3, for the southwest corner of a tract called Lots 7 & 8 out of 
said Block 3, conveyed to Joseph Carlin in Document No. 2017026778 (OPRTCT), bears S69°44’31”E a distance 
of 181.95 feet; 
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THENCE with the north right-of-way line of E 5th Street, crossing Onion Street, N69°53’18”W a distance of 60.00 
feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING hereof, and containing 0.399 acres, more or less.  
 
Surveyed on the ground February 6, 2017.  Bearing Basis: The Texas Coordinate System of 1983 (NAD83), Central 
Zone, based on GPS solutions. Attachments: drawing 1827-001-LOT2-RCA 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Eric J. Dannheim, RPLS 
State of Texas #6075 
 

 

 

 

References: 
COA Grid: K-22 

TCAD Map: 02-0406 
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