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Update on 2019 
Traffic Fatalities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Vision Zero philosophy is that we are facing a public health crisis considering the number of people who die and who are injured on our streets.  




Years of Life Lost
2,669

(Through 10/31/2019)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Years of Life Lost” is a public health term and is an estimate of the average years a person would have lived if they had not died prematurely. It is, therefore, a measure of premature mortality. It is a method that gives more weight to deaths that occur among younger people.

These are the fathers and mothers, sons and daughters, siblings and spouses, friends and neighbors that we are losing.  These are people as young as 5 and as mature as into their 80s. They cover most races and ethnicities and backgrounds. 

It’s safe to assume that none of these people woke up and knew that it would be their last day alive.  This should serve as a reminder that car crashes impact everyone, and we have a profound loss in our community every day that we lose someone to a preventable car crash. 

All of that said, this still doesn’t account for the ~500 serious injuries that result from car crashes annually in Austin, and the years of productive life lost for those individuals.





1. Overall Traffic Fatalities
2. Pedestrian Fatality Focus
3. Pedestrian Safety Initiatives
4. Broader Vision Zero Efforts
5. Discussion

Agenda
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Overall Traffic Fatalities (Through 10/29/2019)
Total Number of Fatalities

• 2019 YTD - 70 Fatal Crashes with 72 Fatalities

• 2018 YTD - 60 Fatal Crashes with 61 Fatalities

By Mode

*17 Pedestrians were people experiencing homelessness and 
of those 10 occurred on IH-35

2019 2018

Motor Vehicle (driver or passenger) 32 27

Pedestrian 28* 25

Bicyclist 2 1

Motorcyclist 10 8
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Fatal Factors (Through 10/29/2019)
IMPAIRMENT 2019 2018

Impaired Drivers 17 24

Impaired Pedestrians 9 8

(Pending Toxicology Results) 4

OTHER FACTORS 2019 2018

Pedestrian FTYROW 27 18

Drivers in fatal crashes with 
Suspended or No DL

27 19

No Seatbelt 7 6

TIME OF DAY
# of 

fatalities % of total
% of 
day

12AM - 4AM    20 28% 17%

4AM - 8AM 8 11% 17%

8AM - 12PM 9 13% 17%
12PM - 4PM 9 13% 17%
4PM - 8PM 2 3% 17%

8PM - 12AM 24 33% 17%
TOTALS 72 100% 100%
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PedestrianTraffic Fatalities (YTD 2019)

Fatal Pedestrian Collisions 
• 15 occurred on a high speed roadway (I-35 or other)

• 13 occurred on a local street

Homeless Stats
• 11 occurred on a high speed roadway (I-35 or other)

• 6 occurred on a local street

HOT SHOT calls for Pedestrian Crossing High Speed Roadway
• 2019 YTD- 2,824

• 2018 YTD- 2,524
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Pedestrian Safety Initiatives
IH -35 Focus

Capital investments (Bond and grant $)

Other Coordinated Efforts
- Crosswalk maintenance 
- Capital Metro coordination
- Communications campaign
- Lighting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Office of Design and Delivery – User Research – to understand from the perspective of the people there
Crossing the streets for instrumental reasons. They are obtaining services, food, and/or space to sleep.
Are aware of how dangerous crossing the streets are and are implementing safety strategies. 
PEH perceive driver’s behaviors as threatening
Current safety measures in place are inconvenient for pedestrians
Desire for a bridge to cross safely and shorten the distance between safe crossings

Working with TXDOT on a pilot to extend the barrier higher and encourage more people to think twice before running across the highway

2018 Bond:
$4 million for low-cost, high impact pedestrian crossings. 
Examples of low-cost, high-impact projects: refuge islands, curb extensions, RRFBs, in-street signage.
Projects will be prioritized based off crash history, risk characteristics, and pedestrian activity, along with cost-sharing opportunities with other Local mobility programs. 
Currently prioritizing projects, identifying partnership opportunities (e.g. installing crossings in conjunction with sidewalk projects), and developing cost estimates and contracts, and hiring additional staff to implement the program.
Two projects are currently being implemented:
Oak Springs Drive between Webberville Rd. and Springdale Rd. - series of 5 pedestrian refuge islands; partnership with Bikeways and Sidewalk programs.
Loyola Lane between Northeast Dr. and Ed Bluestein Blvd. – series of 6 pedestrian refuge islands; partnership with Bikeways and Safe Routes to Schools. 

CAMPO Grant – “Pedestrian Safety and Transit Connections” project
ATD, in partnership with Cap Metro, was awarded $1.2 million in federal funds and is contributing $500,000 local match as part of the CAMPO 2019-2022 Project Call. Capital Metro is contributing $225K of the local match.
The project will construct approximately ten pedestrian hybrid beacons (PHBs) at strategic locations to provide safer pedestrian access to Capital Metro bus stops, especially in transit-dependent and low-income communities of Austin, which are disproportionately affected by pedestrian crashes.
Currently working with Cap Metro to finalize PHB locations for further evaluation and design. Construction expected to begin in late 2020.
 
Other initiatives that may be worth mentioning
Worked with Signs and Markings to incorporate Pedestrian High Injury Network into crosswalk maintenance schedule
CapMetro coordination on mid-block bus stops
Working with Toole Design on recommendations for developing pedestrian signalization guidelines (e.g. LPI’s) based on national best practice. 
Completed the West Campus Lighting Study in early 2019 to identify short- and long-term strategies to improve street and pedestrian lighting in West Campus. All non-functioning lights identified in the study have been repaired by Austin Energy.
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Broader Vision Zero ATD/APD Efforts

Vision Zero in Action partnership

No Refusal Initiative

Communications Plan

High-Injury Network

Presenter
Presentation Notes
~70% of fatalities and serious injuries occur on just 8% of our City’s road network = HIN

Vision Zero in Action uses the HIN to focus on the four key behaviors.  Through the first part of the year APD officers documented over 1,000 observed violations per month.

We increased the amount of funding that will be provided to continue the No Refusal Initiative. This initiative is an effort to enforce DWI laws, keep the public safe by encouraging drivers to make responsible decisions, and to apply for blood search warrants on suspects who refuse to provide a breath or blood specimen as required by law. People should know that this means more nights not just on major events, holidays, and weekends, but the days before and afterwards too.  




Questions/Comments
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