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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 18, 2019
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2019-0574
700 GARNER AVENUE
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1946 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story stone veneer ranchette with multi-light metal casement windows of varying
dimensions throughout, a compound hipped roof with gabled covered entryway clad in
composition shingles, and a decorative stone veneer wing wall at entry.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1946 by Felix Henry Barnhouse, Jr., with his brother and father upon
his return from World War II. Barnhouse, an Army veteran and linotype operator, followed
in his father’s footsteps — both had served in the military, and both worked at the Austin
American-Statesman for over twenty years. The Barnhouses did most of the work on the
home themselves, with the exception of some stonemasonry.

F.H. Barnhouse, Jr. was married with three children and was an avid sailor. His wife
Frances, an active Episcopalian, was also employed at the Statesman early in her marriage,
but later worked at the Episcopal Theological Seminary. The Barnhouses lived in the home
until at least 1962, and briefly hosted renters Alice and Woodrow Powell shortly after the
home’s construction. From 1965 to 1968, it was occupied by short-term renters.

In 1973, the home was purchased by William L. Crow, a manager at the Night Hawk
restaurant, and his wife Ruth. After Ruth’s death that same year, William remarried; he and
his wife owned the home until at least 1977. By 1981, the home had been converted to a
duplex and housed a variety of short-term renters.

STAFF COMMENTS

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (Land
Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property may demonstrate significance according
to one criterion:

a) Architecture. The house is constructed in the Ranchette style, and is an intact
example of a common housing type associated with returning WWII veterans.

b) Historical association. The house does not meet the criterion for significant historical
association.

c) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Strongly encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but
release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for
archiving at the Austin History Center.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Photos

Photos: Street View, 2019
Occupancy History
City Directory Research, Austin History Center
November, 2019
1992 a. David and Cozette L. Bays, renters
Lawyer

b. Robert E. McMinn, renter
Note: The directory indicates that McMinn was a new resident.

1985-86 Daniel Ames, renter

1981 Stephanie Buslott, renter
Note: The directory indicates that Buslott was a new resident.

1977 William L. and Vivian Crow, owners



1973

1968

1965

1962

1959

1955

1952

1949

1947

Supervisor, Night Hawk

William L. and Ruth Crow, owners
Supervisor, Night Hawk

Hunter C. and Viola Mangham, renters
Manager, Sigmor Service

Samuel L. and Violet Horner, renters
District storekeeper

Henry Jr. and Frances Barnhouse, owners
Machinist, American-Statesman
Clerk, Episcopal Seminary bookstore

F.H. Jr. and Frances Barnhouse, owners
Machinist, American-Statesman
Office secretary, Episcopal Theological Seminary

Felix H. Jr. and Frances Barnhouse, owners
Printer, American-Statesman

Felix H. Jr. and Frances Barnhouse, owners
Printer, American-Statesman

Mrs. Alice Powell, renter
Office secretary, Reinhardt Co.

Felix H. Jr. and Frances Barnhouse, owners
Linotype operator, American-Statesman

Alice and Woodrow Powell, renters
Office secretary, Reinhardt Co.

Felix H. Barnhouse, Jr., owner
Linotype operator, American-Statesman

Biographical Information

MRS, RUTH L. CROW

Mrs. Ruth Louise Crow, 45,
700 Gamer, died in a San
Antonio hospital, Friday. She
had been a resident of Austin
seven years and was @
Catholic.

Survivers  include  her

husband, S-Spt. William L.

HCrow Jr., Austin; two sisters,
Mrs, W. L. (Vera Ann)
Clinpensmith, Chicora, Pa,,
and Mrs. J, E. {(Alma) Crosby,
Pitisburgh, Pa.; two brothers,
Harold J. Ritzert, Chicora,
Pa., and Kenneth F. Ritzert,
New York, and a number of
nicces iand nephews.

Funeral will be 3 pm.

Crow, “Retd.,- Austing three Tyesday at Bergstrom Air

© danghters, Misses  Sandra porce Base Chapel, Rev.

Louise, Karen Lymn and joenn M. Kmiecik, St.

2 Bonnie Leigh Crow, all of jopariyg  catholic  Church,
: Austini one son, William L. yericiating.

The Austin Statesman; Oct 15, 1973

D.4-4



Seabee Father, Sons Build Two
~ Houses in Record 5 Months

“Can Dol

That's the stogan of the Seabees,
the naval construction ouifit that
performed  almest  unbelievable
feals of building durjng World
S War IL

It's still the motlo of F. H.
. Barnhouse Sr., head machine op-
erator for the American-Statesman,
who served 18 months in Waorld
War 1 and three years as a chisf
carpenier’s male in the Seabecs in
World War 1I. Far Barnhouse and
his 1w sons, F. H Jr, or "Heonry"”
and W. T. iBill} Barnhouse, both
of whom also are velerans, have
jusi compleied a couple of expert
building jobs in the true Seabee
tradition.

Henry Jr.. s machinist with the
American - Slalésman  compasing

department, was in  the 1ith
Armored Division of Patlon's famed
Third Army. Bill, one of the first
Maval ROTC garduates at the Uni-
versity of Texas and a naval ol-
ficer aboard the USS Kidd during
ihe recent war, is now with Braniff
Airways, having majored in_ air
teansportation while in the Uni-
versity. '
When the two boys went Lo war,
Dad Hegry couwldn't stay behind
so he joined the Seabees, When
the war wes over, all three re-
turned home and the two boys
wanled homet—but there were.
malerisls scarcities, high labor
costs and other impediments,
'But Henry Barnhouse Sr, re-
membering the “Can Do" molio of
his outfit got logether with the
bays and the three decided to

(build the houses themselves, An
rarchilecl drew the plans for Henry

Jr's house, but Bill drew his own
plans,

Both of the homes are of cut-
slone construction. Henry's s
lecated al 700 Garper Sireet, Bill's
is al 610 East 42nd Streel
Canfinue Regular Jobs

The twe struclures. with Dad
Barnhouse and the {wo boys doing |
must of the work excepl snme o
the slone masonry, hove just been
completed,—three days less than
five months after they staried! It
must be borne in mind alse that
the Barnhouses’ - work on their
houses was earried on in thelr spare
time while all of them continued
their regylar jobs, .

Henry and  his  family have
already moved inlo their home,—
a three-bedroam, two-bath struelure
consisting of 133 square feet and
comtaining 10 closets, Bill and his
fomily al week's end were ready
te move inte their new home, con-
taining two bedrooms and the
other wseal rooms abowve prowund,
and two efficiency aparimenis in
the basement that wiil be rented
to ex-Gla.

Amared

When the inspector came o look
the houses over for Gl-loan pue-
poses, he was amazed ai the fact
that the homes had been bitilt in
lesz than five months, ns compared
with the usunl elght, nine or 10
monihs required now Lo build such
homies, Barnhause Sr. reporied,

But there was more lhan the
saving in time Invalvid,

“Faf example, a conleaciorwanbed
$12000 to build Bil's house. We
built it for $6,000," Barnhonuse Sr,
cxplabmed,

So the Barmhousez are ready 1o

say lo other Gle wanting to build
houses: "Can do! We did!"™

The Austin American, 10-20-46
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Austin Sailors All Set
For 2,600 Mile Cruise

Three lamdlocked  sallors, whe
ek beat eamp on Lake Austin
nrel gol thelr 2en leps on Lake
Travis, will launch a revolution-
any Austinemanufnctured cruiser

b Waderwiny tn the Allantic ami
then up the East Coaast. They will
encaunter  mugh  rucrems  and
choppy walers Al several poists
{on the East Coast,

They hope o reach dew York

duly ¥ Ier oa 2Emile trip
ereph the  Intracoastal Water
way s Sew YWk Gy,

The irie. all Limatvpe opera-|
trrs for The Americnan-Satesman, |
already have piven the 17-faal)
Glagtron Day Cridiger 4 rl.f,nmunll
shnkedawn erdlae by “irving lak
lear it apart™ in the mugh w:nrr.-ii
of the open sea off the Galt]
Coast.

i

As [ar as Is known, an melbsand
pawered cralt such as the Day
Crueser has mod menede a telp along
e entice moute o e saibed e
s Ligatyee aperatocs, The enow
witl ke ilenry  Harohouse, 387
W, 1. Cheud, B amd Charles
weill, 4

They el confident  they  ean
mike the Wew Yok Chy eniise
jimoseven diys, The Glastrom lsont
averaged 2 miles per hour car
[rvimg Tive passengers om 13 pe
vent Lkmile dest off tle Coast ok
Gabvasion,

With ihe trin on the =all water
k] were Dab Topmmsond st 160
iGaston, Jlnmmoml designed the
|t amd is president of Standand
It“.lnw Prodluels, the Auslin firm
twhich will manulfacture fhe cris-
er, Gaston i disieibanior for the
“Gilmsiea boais,

Datails of The design weee Ko
lseered wnlil ks weck, The mold-
fed , fikeeplass beal has a length
(ol 17 feel, a beam af 55 inches, n
lelepth of 15 inches, foraard cdeck
length ol A1 inches amd can han-
felle mators with horsepavers Irom
Gk 15,

The 1%fooder is one of soveral
madels of Glaston Boals s 2o
inin  pemoction this [all. Their
manafnciure poomised o gve
Austin a big new bwlustry. The
revolationary degign of the haat,
which alrcady has withstoad boily
ike sall and fresh waler dests,
promises 0 ninke §on beader in
The Woating wordd,

e  Linedype  opermiors  will
lake the sleck malifod lilerglass
craft fram Holon over the v
Inrl canal io Apalachicola, Fla.
From there they oill cross the
opcn =on for 3500 miles 1o 5L
Potersturg, Fla.

They will ga through e upper
Everglades through the Okeecho-

The Austin Statesman, Jul 19, 1957
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Building Permits
m .
Hedry Bamhouse, Jr. 700 Garner Avenue
s ' N.53%f 1,
105 - 4] 2 Y 3 . -
Barton Heighte
Stone vender residence and garage
28648 1-9-U6
Qwner
Building permit, 1-9-46
;iﬁquy Barnhouse 700 Garner Ave,
105 Ne53.3" of 1,2, & 3 0

Barton Heights
Frame Adéition to rear of residence.
75009 . 1/8/60° ' 250.00
owner : none

7-17-79 183878 repair and remodel exist res to create a duplex
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CARPORT $6000.00 | |
Addition/remodel permits, 1-8-60 and 7-17-79

OWNERE W, Crow ADDRESS 700 Garner Ave.
PLAT 105" LOT NO 53,3 of 1,2 & 3 BIK. 0
SUBDIVISION _Barton Heights
OCCUPANCY Res .
BLDG. PERMIT # y5789a  DATE 7 g5 76 gg%ﬁwuoo.oo
CONTRACTOR 1.R Harrel] NO. OF FIXTURES
WATER TAP REC# SEWER TAP REC#

Reapir & Remodel Res.
Remodel permit, 7-6-76



.Recelpt N’o

t; / » ? v a
§ e Austin, Texas, o AR
; To the Suzievfintendent of Sanitary Sewer Division, City of Austin, Texas.

" 8ir—

i
jfurther descmlg; as Lot/V A »7'-1" / _.,? \3 Rlock.. 0 ..Outlot...=mm.0 Division... ™.
rsubdlvwwn A-:?;:‘V L b Plat._[..—”,.n.«, which is to be used as a.__

*In this place there are to be 1nstal]ed,;.\) ,,,,,, fixtures. Plumbing Permit No..«?./: = i 4
I agree to pay the City of Austin, the regular ordinance charge S=3/ i L4
JR-T2

ﬁ?/ (o ‘ Respectfully,
’Stub Out ’
: C 1

} 5 .9»//1/ s
Location]
Date é -l 6/_ (" )

By _____________ %’JAJ\ -

D’?M'u /2, _5’/1/?£/2 //EC’//&
Sewer tap permit, 1-9-46

[ s

" WATER SERVICE PERMIT N
’ Austin, Texas i
O/{L?Receiveanf el LX :Z/ .EA”@ N/‘/C‘OSH\E@ ‘

X

4

S adaress... 2.2.0... (cARDER W ~
! - =

§ Amount.... 2. KM O A ;/M - : 5.4 %

. ’ ) . V720N Wt
§ " - Plumber. 5 £ L : > : Sizﬂr T.ap'."'z. ____________________ ’
\)  Date of Connection....£ =24 % BR % R

Size of Tap Made /7/ . } Qﬂ; %{& .
R Size Service Made 2%%“' a "3 § § X N §
N Size Main Tapped Z i & “\ \\* \\i ) N w
Rg From Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock..: ; ' \ \ @ ¢ % \J \ § }
¢y  From 0, Prop. Line to Curb Cock.. Ny \ i “ ‘\\ YR %\‘\d Q, T\ N
Location of Meter..@=#*7% 2. PR g '\,t \ A} k\;\ \ . s v h
g - Type of Box .../ é R ,,f\‘ WA ‘\ R
¢ P~ g 3 2L ;\. T TR 4
S Depth of Main in 8. M/Iﬁ/ﬁ' ........... sg R e EEE S &Q M L0
i Depth of Service Line Z ECHZA R R o Ry
From Curb Cock to Tap on Mam..;,‘./.. _________________ E'\ { \\\ \«\ \\\\ .
Y Checked by Engr. Dept..Z%2: LD G Ok B ; P b

Water tap permit, 1-46



