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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 18, 2019 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0574 
700 GARNER AVENUE 

PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1946 house. 
ARCHITECTURE 
One-story stone veneer ranchette with multi-light metal casement windows of varying 
dimensions throughout, a compound hipped roof with gabled covered entryway clad in 
composition shingles, and a decorative stone veneer wing wall at entry.  
RESEARCH 
The house was built in 1946 by Felix Henry Barnhouse, Jr., with his brother and father upon 
his return from World War II. Barnhouse, an Army veteran and linotype operator, followed 
in his father’s footsteps – both had served in the military, and both worked at the Austin 
American-Statesman for over twenty years. The Barnhouses did most of the work on the 
home themselves, with the exception of some stonemasonry.  
F.H. Barnhouse, Jr. was married with three children and was an avid sailor. His wife 
Frances, an active Episcopalian, was also employed at the Statesman early in her marriage, 
but later worked at the Episcopal Theological Seminary. The Barnhouses lived in the home 
until at least 1962, and briefly hosted renters Alice and Woodrow Powell shortly after the 
home’s construction. From 1965 to 1968, it was occupied by short-term renters. 
In 1973, the home was purchased by William L. Crow, a manager at the Night Hawk 
restaurant, and his wife Ruth. After Ruth’s death that same year, William remarried; he and 
his wife owned the home until at least 1977. By 1981, the home had been converted to a 
duplex and housed a variety of short-term renters.  
STAFF COMMENTS 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (Land 
Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property may demonstrate significance according 
to one criterion: 

a) Architecture. The house is constructed in the Ranchette style, and is an intact 
example of a common housing type associated with returning WWII veterans. 

b) Historical association. The house does not meet the criterion for significant historical 
association.  

c) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. 

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Strongly encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but 
release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center. 



 D. 4- 2 
LOCATION MAP 

 
  



 D. 4- 3 
PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 

 

 

 
Photos: Street View, 2019 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
November, 2019 
1992 a. David and Cozette L. Bays, renters 

Lawyer 

b. Robert E. McMinn, renter 
Note: The directory indicates that McMinn was a new resident. 

1985-86 Daniel Ames, renter 

1981 Stephanie Buslott, renter 
Note: The directory indicates that Buslott was a new resident. 

1977 William L. and Vivian Crow, owners 
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Supervisor, Night Hawk 

1973 William L. and Ruth Crow, owners 
Supervisor, Night Hawk 

1968 Hunter C. and Viola Mangham, renters 
Manager, Sigmor Service 

1965 Samuel L. and Violet Horner, renters 
District storekeeper 

1962 Henry Jr. and Frances Barnhouse, owners 
Machinist, American-Statesman 
Clerk, Episcopal Seminary bookstore 

1959 F.H. Jr. and Frances Barnhouse, owners 
Machinist, American-Statesman 
Office secretary, Episcopal Theological Seminary 

1955 Felix H. Jr. and Frances Barnhouse, owners 
Printer, American-Statesman 

1952 Felix H. Jr. and Frances Barnhouse, owners 
Printer, American-Statesman 

Mrs. Alice Powell, renter 
Office secretary, Reinhardt Co. 

1949 Felix H. Jr. and Frances Barnhouse, owners 
Linotype operator, American-Statesman 

Alice and Woodrow Powell, renters 
Office secretary, Reinhardt Co. 

1947 Felix H. Barnhouse, Jr., owner 
Linotype operator, American-Statesman 

  

Biographical Information 

 
The Austin Statesman; Oct 15, 1973 
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The Austin American, 10-20-46 
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The Austin Statesman; Jul 19, 1957 
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Building Permits 

 
Building permit, 1-9-46 

 

 
Addition/remodel permits, 1-8-60 and 7-17-79 

 

 
Remodel permit, 7-6-76 
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Sewer tap permit, 1-9-46 

 
Water tap permit, 1-46 


