
From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Vincent Lambiase
Graham, Mark

RE: Villas at Davenport - Zoning Opposition
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 5:09:15 PM
2019-09-25 Letter protesting Dell Foundation Expansion.docx

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***

From: VDPmanager@goodwintx.com <VDPmanager@goodwintx.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 4:22 PM
To: 
Subject: Villas at Davenport - Zoning Opposition

Professionally Managed by Goodwin & Company

Villas at Davenport

Villas at Davenport Owners,
Everyone should have received the official notice from
 the City of Austin that the Dell Foundation (adjacent to
 the Villas) is requesting a zoning change in order to
 build a second office building.  Your Board has been
 working for several months to understand the proposal
 and its impact on the Villas.  

There are many reasons why we feel this would be a
 detriment to our community with the most obvious
 being the potential negative impact on our property
 values.  

It is imperative that each of us notifies the city of our
 position and urges them to reject the application. 
Attached is the original notice for your reference and a
 suggested template for you to use to draft your own
 letter.  It can be sent via email or USPS.  
In addition to your personal reasons for requesting
 denial of the application,  we suggest some of the
 following;  the Foundation was aware of the
 zoning/restrictions when they purchased the property
 and now want a change which will adversely affect us;
 we purchased our homes at a high price point with the
 understanding that this property was "built out"; 
 another building with a larger and taller profile will
 dramatically change the neighborhood from residential
 to commercial; the sky bridge connecting the buildings
 is on the Villas side; there would be a dramatic increase
 in traffic and density, which the small streets cannot
 handle;  the environment will be compromised i.e.
 traffic, noise, lighting, water quality, aesthetics; and
 this zoning change does not serve the public, only the
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  9/25/19

 

Mr. Mark Graham 

City of Austin Planning and Zoning Department 

505 Barton Springs Road 

Austin, TX  78704 



Via email:  Mark.Graham@austintexas.gov 

 RE:  Case Number C814-88-0001.12 

 NOTICE OF FILIING OF APPLICATION FOR AN AMENDMENT TO A PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 

 

Dear Mr. Graham,   

I have received the attached notice of Case Number C814-88-0001.12 as the owner of property located within 500’ of the proposed rezoning.   

I urge the Planning and Zoning Commission to reject and deny the request of Applicant for the above referenced amendment. 

1. Traffic at the intersection of 360 and Westlake Drive is beyond gridlock between the hours of 8:00 – 9:00am and 4:00 – 6:00pm Monday thru Friday

2. Traffic on Westlake Drive (east of Hwy 360) reaching over capacity during these same hours.

3. The noise and pollution caused by this traffic has severely impacted our community

4. The addition of this building will place our community of 31 homes in the middle of an industrial park



[bookmark: _GoBack]Sincerely



Vincent Lambiase

4501 Westlake Drive #19

Austin, TX 78746

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 Foundation. 
Your board welcomes any feedback, suggestions, or
 offers of assistance as we move forward.  Please feel
 free to contact any of us for further information.  
Debbie Novelli 
Greg Hooser 
Dean Truitt 

Copyright 2019

CAUTION:This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source.
 Please use caution when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a
 malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to CSIRT@austintexas.gov.
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  9/25/19 

  

Mr. Mark Graham  
City of Austin Planning and Zoning Department  
505 Barton Springs Road  
Austin, TX  78704  
 

Via email:  Mark.Graham@austintexas.gov  

 RE:  Case Number C814-88-0001.12  
 NOTICE OF FILIING OF APPLICATION FOR AN AMENDMENT TO A PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT  
  

Dear Mr. Graham,    

I have received the attached notice of Case Number C814-88-0001.12 as the owner of property located 
within 500’ of the proposed rezoning.    

I urge the Planning and Zoning Commission to reject and deny the request of Applicant for the above 
referenced amendment.  

1. Traffic at the intersection of 360 and Westlake Drive is beyond gridlock between the hours of 
8:00 – 9:00am and 4:00 – 6:00pm Monday thru Friday 

2. Traffic on Westlake Drive (east of Hwy 360) reaching over capacity during these same hours. 
3. The noise and pollution caused by this traffic has severely impacted our community 
4. The addition of this building will place our community of 31 homes in the middle of an industrial 

park 

 

Sincerely 

 

Vincent Lambiase 

4501 Westlake Drive #19 

Austin, TX 78746 

  

 

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 















	
	
 September 30, 2019 
 
Mr. Mark Graham 
City of Austin Planning and Zoning Department 
505 Barton Springs Road 
Austin, TX  78704 
 
Via email:  Mark.Graham@austintexas.gov 
 
RE:  Case Number C814-88-0001.12 
 
NOTICE OF FILIING OF APPLICATION FOR AN AMENDMENT TO A PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
 
Dear Mr. Graham,  
 
I have received the attached notice of Case Number C814-88-0001.12 as the owner of property located within 500’ of the 
proposed rezoning.   
 
As President of the Villas at Davenport HOA, I am submitting our unanimous request that the Planning and Zoning 
Commission reject and deny the request of Applicant for the above referenced amendment for the following reasons: 
 

• The adjacent Villas at Davenport is a 32 home community of $1m+ homes.  This community was developed 
based on the knowledge that the property at 4417 Westlake Drive was ‘built out’, and no additional structures 
were allowed. The map sent with the notice is misleading as it does not show these homes and presents the tract 
as one large property.   

• The proposed office building and garage are much larger profile than the existing structure and will basically be in 
our backyards.  (the parking lot is now at the property line).  There is no doubt this construction will have a 
significant negative impact on our property values and ability to enjoy our homes.  

• When the subject property was purchased, the owners were aware of the existing PUD agreement and its 
limitations.  Now they want to modify the zoning “so the foundation can continue to operate in Westlake close to 
their home”.   

• The surrounding area is primarily residential and only accessed by the two small roads of Royal Approach and 
Westlake Drive.  Additional traffic will have an extremely negative impact on our environment and create safety 
issues with the ability of 1st responders to timely service us.     

• Primary points of access to the two neighborhood schools (Bridgepoint Elementary and St Stephens) are off 
Royal Approach and Westlake Drive.  We cannot afford to further congest these roads.  

• The creek behind the property is becoming compromised and has flooded homes in recent years as more and 
more construction has occurred.     

• Changing zoning WILL hurt our environment—traffic density, air quality, nuisance lighting, water quality, noise, 
and aesthetics 

• A change in zoning will NOT result in a condition superior to the status quo.   
• A change in zoning WILL detrimentally impact the neighborhood character.   

 
While we all appreciate and applaud all the good work the Dell Foundation does for our community, we recognize they 
have the resources to relocate if their current facility does not meet their needs.   
 
The concerns noted above are long term and do not begin to address the nightmare that construction of an office building 
would create in an environment so close to residences.  
 
Thank you for this consideration of declining Case Number C814-88-0001.12   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Deborah Novelli 
4501 Westlake Drive #17, 78746 		
	



From: Tom Traweek
To: Graham, Mark
Subject: proposed zoning changes by Dell Foundation
Date: Thursday, October 03, 2019 12:41:18 PM

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***

October 3, 2019

Mr. Mark Graham

City of Austin Planning and Zoning Department

505 Barton Springs Road

Austin, TX 78704

 

Via email: Mark.Graham@austintexas.gov

RE: Case Number C814-88-0001.12

NOTICE OF FILIING OF APPLICATION FOR AN AMENDMENT TO A PLANNED
 UNIT DEVELOPMENT

 

Mr. Graham,

We have received the notice of Case Number C814-88-0001.12, and as owners of a
 property located within 500’ of the proposed rezoning, we urge the Planning and
 Zoning Commission to reject and deny the request for the above referenced
 amendment, as written.

When we purchased our home five years ago, we were specifically informed that the
 Dell Foundation property was “built out”, and any expansion was specifically
 restricted by zoning regulations. This was important to us, as Westlake Drive in our
 area already serves as an access and egress point for St. Stephen’s School,
 numerous homes in the Aqua Verde, Lakeside and Rivercrest communities, as well
 as the commercial buildings at the corner of Loop 360 and Westlake Drive. Without a
 concurrent expansion in capacity for Westlake Drive, the traffic congestion in our
 neighborhood would clearly be further increased by an expanded Dell facility.

The increased traffic creates both environmental and property value issues. The
 additional noise and congestion associated with more vehicles will adversely affect
 the aesthetics or our neighborhood, which in turn will negatively impact our property

mailto:sttraweek@gmail.com
mailto:Mark.Graham@austintexas.gov
mailto:Mark.Graham@austintexas.gov


 values. This proposed zoning change does nothing to benefit the communities
 affected by it, but instead only benefits the Dell Foundation.

Again, we urge you preserve our neighborhoods by denying the proposed zoning
 change. There are lots of others places around Austin or Round Rock that the Dell
 Foundation can expand without adversely affecting so many families.

Please so not hesitate to contact us if we can be of help with this decision or if you
 have any additional questions

 

Sincerely,

Stephen and Jane Traweek

4501 Westlake Dr. #13

Austin, TX 78746

 

cc: Mr. Greg Guernesey, Director (US mail)

Mr. Jerry Rusthoven, Asst. Director (US mail)

CAUTION:This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source.
 Please use caution when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a
 malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to CSIRT@austintexas.gov.



ANNE BRENNAN
4501 Westlake Drive #14

Austin, Texas 78746-l5Ll
(5L2) er4-s514

abren nan 640tird gmail.com

October 5,2019
Mr. Mark Graham
City of Austin Planning and Zoning Department
505 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX78704

Via email: Mark.Graham@austintexas.gov
RE: Case Number C814-88-0001.12; NOTICE OF FlLllNG OF APPLICATION FOR AN

AMENDMENT TO A PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (Susan and Michael Dell
Foundation)

Dear Mr. Graham:

My husband, Greg Hooser, and I are residents of The Villas at Davenport Ranch and

therefore owners of real property located within 500' of the above-referenced proposed

rezoning for property of the Dell Foundation. We respectfully but strongly urge the Planning

and Zoning Commission to deny the referenced application.

We purchased our home as The Villas were being built, carefulto considerthe surrounding

neighborhoods and properties, including the current Dell Foundation property. We (and we

suspect most, if not all, of our neighbors) purchased our home in reliance on the fact that

any further expansion of the Dell Foundation property was specifically restricted by existing

zoning regulations. Approval of this rezoning application means our reliance on the City's

zoning regulations was, at best, misplaced.

Approval of this rezoning proposal will have a substantial adverse impact on The Villas

residents and the surrounding neighborhoods, and especially on the property values in The

Villas itself. Even during the construction phase of the proposed expansion, the already

heavy traffic on Westlake Drive west of Loop 360 will likely increase exponentially, as

Westlake Drive serves as the access street for large commercial buildings and businesses

near Loop 360, for St. Stephen's School, and for the adjacent neighborhoods of Rivercrest,



Lakeside and Aqua Verde. lt is even likely to increase traffic on Cedar, which runs

between Riverbend Church and Bridgepoint Elementary School.

The additional noise and congestion associated with heavier traffic loads will also

negatively impact our neighborhood's environment and aesthetics. The Villas is now a

relatively quiet and peaceful place during most of the day and night, with heavy traffic

during extended morning and evening rush hours. That would change with the additional

traffic load throughout the day from the additional office and parking capacity. Our

residential neighborhoods would simply become more surrounded by commercial activity.

Approval of this rezoning application would represent yet another expansion of commercial

activity away from along Loop 360 and into the surrounding residential neighborhoods.

We, of course, recognize the contributions Dell and the Dell Foundation have made to our

larger community and wish we weren't forced to oppose the Foundation's plans. Yes, we

know that the proposal represents a substantial expansion of the facilities to the immediate

benefit of the Foundation. But we also know of no reason why such benefits wouldn't also

be attractive to a non-Dell, non-foundation, 24-hour-a-day entirely commercial subsequent

owner. That possibility poses an even greater threat to the welfare of our neighborhoods.

Again, we respectfully urge the Planning and Zoning Commission to preserve our

residential neighborhoods by denying the proposed zoning change. There are plenty of

more appropriate alternative locations in Travis and Williamson Counties for a Dell

Foundation expansion that would not so seriously and adversely affect so many families.

Thank you for your consideration of our opposition to the proposed zoning change.

Sincerely,;fu
Greg

cc: Mr. Greg Guernesey, Director (US mail)
Mr. Jerry Rusthoven, Asst. Director (US mail)



From: Debbie Novelli
To: Graham, Mark
Subject: Case # C814-88-0001.12
Date: Saturday, October 05, 2019 11:18:05 AM

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***

Attached are photos of the signage regarding the proposed zoning change.  I am not sure of the
 specific requirements for signage,  but would imagine that signage should be at each entrance to
 the property (currently only at one), should be on display 24 x 7 (has been removed on weekends),
 should be in a somewhat prominent position to be read by passerby's (currently positioned as far
 from street as possible), and most importantly should be readable (not the case as you can see
 from the photos).  There was an additional sign at the intersection of Royal Approach and
 Westlake Drive which was removed after a few days?  I am assuming that this signage does not
 meet required guidelines.    

Deborah Novelli, Broker Associate
Realty Austin
(512) 699-0856 mobile

CAUTION:This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source.
 Please use caution when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a
 malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to CSIRT@austintexas.gov.
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dmikeska@hoppermikeska.com  
 

October 8, 2019 
 
Mr. Mark Graham     via email: mark.graham@austintexas.gov 
City of Austin Planning and Zoning Department 
505 Barton Springs Road 
Austin, Texas 78704 
 

Re: Case No. C814-88-0001.12:  Davenport West PUD Zoning 
 
Dear Mr. Graham: 
 

Our firm represents Ms. Leta Scherer, who owns a home in the Villas at Davenport at 
4501 Westlake Drive, Austin, Texas.  As you know, the Villas at Davenport are within 500 feet 
of the proposed rezoning of the Davenport West PUD that would allow the Michael and Susan 
Dell Foundation to build a second office building on their tract located at 4417 Westlake Dr, 
Austin, TX 78746.  
  

On behalf of Ms. Scherer, we urge the Planning and Zoning Commission to reject and 
deny the requested amendment, which would dramatically alter the nature and character of the 
neighborhood and the value and enjoyment of our client’s home.   
  

We are very concerned about many aspects of the proposed amendment and the outcomes 
it will produce for its residential neighbors like Ms. Scherer, including but not limited to 
increased traffic and population density, diminished water quality, noise and light pollution, and 
loss of privacy and security, not only during the building phase but indefinitely into the future.  
Ms. Scherer recently purchased her home with the understanding that the adjoining Foundation 
tract was completely built-out and no further buildings or modifications would occur.  Her 
expectation should be met and respected, and changes to the current zoning and building should 
not be allowed. 
  

We appreciate your consideration of this matter.  Please feel free to contact me if you 
need further information. 
 
 
  

mailto:dmikeska@hoppermikeska.com
mailto:mark.graham@austintexas.gov


 
 
Page 2 of 2 
 

 
 
 

  

 Sincerely,  
 

  
 
 D’Ana H. Mikeska 
 
 
DHM/laa 
 
cc: Mr. Greg Guernsey, Director (greg.guernsey@austintexas.gov) 

Mr. Jerry Rusthoven, Director (jerry.rusthoven@austintexas.gov) 
Ms. Leta Scherer (lscherer002@austin.rr.com) 

  
 
 

mailto:greg.guernsey@austintexas.gov
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From: Dean Truitt
To: Graham, Mark
Cc: Brian Moore
Subject: Villas at Davenport - Zoning Opposition
Date: Wednesday, October 09, 2019 9:50:36 AM

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***

Date

Mr. Mark Graham

City of Austin Planning and Zoning Department

505 Barton Springs Road

Austin, TX 78704

 

Via email: Mark.Graham@austintexas.gov

RE: Case Number C814-88-0001.12

NOTICE OF FILIING OF APPLICATION FOR AN AMENDMENT TO A PLANNED
 UNIT DEVELOPMENT

 

Mr. Graham,

We have received the notice of Case Number C814-88-0001.12, and as owners of a
 property located within 500’ of the proposed rezoning, we urge the Planning and
 Zoning Commission to reject and deny the request for the above referenced
 amendment, as written.

When we purchased our home six years ago, we were specifically informed that the
 Dell Foundation property was “built out”, and any expansion was specifically
 restricted by zoning regulations. This was important to us, as Westlake Drive in our
 area already serves as an access and egress point for St. Stephen’s School,
 numerous homes in the Aqua Verde, Lakeside and Rivercrest communities, as well
 as the commercial buildings at the corner of Loop 360 and Westlake Drive. Without a
 concurrent expansion in capacity for Westlake Drive, the traffic congestion in our
 neighborhood would clearly be further increased by an expanded Dell facility.

The increased traffic creates both environmental and property value issues. The

mailto:dbtruitt@us-dev.com
mailto:Mark.Graham@austintexas.gov
mailto:brian.moore@goodwintx.com
mailto:Mark.Graham@austintexas.gov


 additional noise and congestion associated with more vehicles will adversely affect
 the aesthetics or our neighborhood, which in turn will negatively impact our property
 values. This proposed zoning change does nothing to benefit the communities
 affected by it, but instead only benefits the Dell Foundation.

Again, we urge you preserve our neighborhoods by denying the proposed zoning
 change. There are lots of others places around Austin or Round Rock that the Dell
 Foundation can expand without adversely affecting so many families.

Please so not hesitate to contact us if we can be of help with this decision or if you
 have any additional questions

Dean B Truitt
4501 Westlake Dr. # 12
Austin TX 78746
832 721-7491
dbtruitt@usdg.com

CAUTION:This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source.
 Please use caution when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a
 malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to CSIRT@austintexas.gov.

mailto:dbtruitt@usdg.com


NOTICE OF FILIING OF APPLICATION FOR AN AMENDMENT TO A PLANNED UNIT 

DEVELOPMENT 

  

 Dear Mr. Graham, 

We  have received the attached notice of Case Number C814-88-0001.12 as the owner of 

property located within 500’ of the proposed rezoning. 

We urge the Planning and Zoning Commission to reject and deny the request of Applicant for the 

above referenced amendment. 

Just SOME of the reasons we would like the request denied include increased traffic on Westlake 

Drive, dust and construction detritus, noise pollution, decrease in our property value, and 

locating a business directly next to our homes.   

  

Joe and Daniela Knight 

4501 Westlake Drive, #26 

Austin, TX 78746 



NOTICE OF FILIING OF APPLICATION FOR AN AMENDMENT TO A PLANNED UNIT 

DEVELOPMENT 

  

 Dear Mr. Graham, 

We  have received the attached notice of Case Number C814-88-0001.12 as the owner of 

property located within 500’ of the proposed rezoning. 

We urge the Planning and Zoning Commission to reject and deny the request of Applicant for the 

above referenced amendment. 

Just SOME of the reasons we would like the request denied include increased traffic on Westlake 

Drive, dust and construction detritus, noise pollution, decrease in our property value, and 

locating a business directly next to our homes.   

  

Joe and Daniela Knight 

4501 Westlake Drive, #26 

Austin, TX 78746 
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