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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DECEMBER 16, 2019
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2019-0633
4000 BALCONES DRIVE
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1953 house along with a ca. 1972 guest house and accessory building.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story Ranch house with masonry veneer; picture windows and multi-light casement
windows at main and secondary facades; a side-gabled, standing-seam metal roof with deep
eaves; and sliding glass doors.

RESEARCH

The property was owned primarily by the Davol family, who first constructed the main house
in 1953. Frank H. Davol was a Brooklyn native who worked as a mechanical engineer; he
passed away in 1966. His wife, Hayes Thompson Davol Knox, was an active member of the
board of directors of the Heritage Society of Austin and the Texas Historical Foundaton, as
well as a member of other culture, heritage, and horticultural organizations. After the death
of her first husband, she married Jay Knox, a war veteran and retired banker.

Mr. and Mrs. Knox passed away within a year of each other in 1976 and 1977. Hayes Davol
Knox’s son and his wife, John and Dorothy Davol, then moved into the home at 4000
Balcones; they had previously lived next door at 4002 Balcones. John Davol was an
accountant and served as a vice-president and treasurer of the Calcasieu Lumber Company.

STAFF COMMENTS

The auxiliary dwelling and shed were constructed ca. 1972-73, and thus are not eligible for
landmark designation evaluation. The house does not appear in any City survey.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (Land
Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property may demonstrate significance according
to one criterion:

a) Architecture. The house is constructed in the Ranch style with mid-century modern
stylistic influences.

b) Historical association. The house does not appear to meet the criterion for significant
historical association.

c) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION
Photos

b } . t.\-—- 2 -
Main house. Applicant photos.
Occupancy History
City Directory Research, Austin History Center, December 2019
1992 John and Dorothy Davol, owners
Retired
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1985-86 John and Dorothy Davol, owners
Retired

1981 John and Dorothy Davol, owners

1977 No return
Note: John and Dorothy Davol, vice-president of Austin Industries, Inc., are listed at 4002
Balcones Drive.

1973 Jay and Hayes D. Knox, owners
Retired

4002: John and Dorothy Davol, owners. Vice-president of Calcasieu Lumber.
1968 Mrs. Hayes Davol, owner (wid. Frank. H)
4002: John and Dorothy Davol, owners

1963 Frank H. and Hayes T. Davol, owners
4002: John and Dorothy Davol, owners
1958 4000: Frank H. and Hayes Davol, owners

4002: John and Dorothy Davol, owners
Controller, Calcasieu Lumber

1955 4000: Frank H. and Hayes Davol, owners

Clarabelle Rumsey, renter
Maid

4002: John and Dorothy Davol, owners
Comptroller, Calcasieu Lumber

1952 Balcones Dr. not listed

Biographical Information

KNOX, Mrs. Hayes Thomson Dav-
ol, 4000 Balcones Drive, died Satur-
day. Services 11 a.m, Thursday at
St. Luke’s on the Lake Episcopal
Church. A participant in numerous
clvie projects, I{nox helped organize
the St, David's Hospital Auxiliary
and participated in the restoration of
the French Legation. She was also a
member of the Austin Heritage So-
clety and the Texas Historical Foun-
dation. Survivors: sons, Dr, Rector
Thomson Davol of Greenwich,
Conn., John Davol of Austin; daugh-
ter, Mrs. Mack Wallace of Longmea-
dow, Mass,; 14 grandchildren; 13
great-grandchildren, (Weed-Coriey)

The Austin American Statesman; May 9, 1977



TAY KNOX

Jay Knox, 4000 Balcones,
died July 24th. Born May 23,
1888 in Auburn, New York,
yhe was the son of the Rev.
'Dr. George William Knox
-:mrt Anma Holmes Knox,
iwho at that lime were on
durlow from Japan where
10, Knox was a missionary.,
1in 1823 the family relurned
to America, living in Rye,
Mew York, Pelham Manor
cand New York City.

3

¢ Mr. Knox was graduated
ifrom the Hill Schoel, Potls-
:quni Pa., and then want to
‘Hamilten College. Upen
irraduation he entered I.[mnn
TThealogical Seminary
Mew York, after which he
'was ordained a Preshyteri-
{an minister. Afler serving
'as an assistant pastor of the
!Jﬂ‘1f:.l Presbylerian Church
iin Morristown, New Jersey,
t"r1r Knox became pastor of
‘the  Union Preshylerian
LChurch in Newburgh, New
York where he remained un-
til he enlisted as a chaplain,
and was senl overseas.

' After the end of World
War 1 Mr. Knox entered the
‘banking profession serving
in banks in New York Cily,
‘Wew Orleans, Camden, New
‘Jersey and Mizmi, Florida.
Upon reliring he and his
wife, Ihe former Emma Lee
Caldwell, moved 1o Austin,
where Mrs. Knox had grown
itp. Afler her death he mar-
ried Mrs. Hayes Thomson
Daval.

Mr. Knox was a member
af Si. David's Episcopal
Church, Downlown Rolary
Club, and the Heritage So-
ciely.

Survivors include his wile,
Mrs. Hayes Thomson Davel
Knox, Auslin; a son, Walter
Jay Knox, Stanford, Conn; a
daughter, Mrs. L.E. Trenl,
Maplewoed, New Jersey: 4
grandchildren; 1 great
grandchild.

Memaorial services will be
at 18 AM Wednesday, 5L
David's Episcopal Church,
with Rev. Charles Sumners
and Rev. Malcolm Riker of-
ficialing. Arrangements are
by Weed-Corley Funeral
lome.

The Austin American Statesman; Aug 4, 1976

Calcasieu Elects

Company Officers

Flection of Raymond H. DearEipiscopal Church; \’ico
as chairman of the board of president and Director of tho *
idirectors  and  Kenneth  T.Sales and Marketing Executives
Johnson as  president  of.of Austin; Chairman of ihe
Calcasicu Lumber Company inMarketing Commillee o
the annual mecting of the Board Lumherman's  Associalin - of
iThursday, has been announced. Texas; State Director of the
! Dear, with the company iR Home Ruilders Association:
years, wis sales manager for.Vice Chairman of the Advisory
!many vears, becoming its Committee of Associated
president in 1967, Ieneral Contraclors ol Austin;

Johnson has been executivd Pacesetiers Division of United
vice president in charge of'Fund; Director of American
marketing since 1967. Cancer Society’s Travis County

Johnson is  the  fourid|Chapler; past chairman of the
President in Caleasiew’s 90-veas Industrial Co-operalve Training

'history,  previous presid'cms;‘of the Austin Public Scheals;
lbeing W. §. Drake Sr., W. S.member of the Austin Traffic
{ Brake Jr., and Dear. {Safety Council; chairman of the

Other officers elected at the Austin Laws, Repulation and

annual meeling were A. G.Enforcement Commiltee;
iNatsis Jr., viee president in Director of the Austin Retter
charge of operations; John Business Bureau; and Roard

Pavol, vice president in chargejMember of the National Homes
ot finances and treasurer; and|Center Advisary Commitice.
Carl E. Bock, secretary and™ 7

credit manager. ]

The Austin Statesman; Oct 29, 1972
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F. H. Davol
Suecumbs .
Iu Hospltal

Frank H. Davol, 84. of 4000
Balcones, died fn an Austin hos-
pital Tuesday. A resident of Aus-
tin for 18 years, he was a nalive
of, Brooklyn, -, - .

A-member of.the- Episcopal
Church, he graduated from Har-
vard University in 1903 with a
degree i]}._engineering:pod.w;ls
a mechanical englneer until he
retired in 1840, !

‘He is’ sunrived hy his widow.
Mrs, Hayes Thompson Davol;
two sons, Dr; Rector T. .Davol of
Greenwich, Conn., John Davol of
Austin; daughter, Mrs, Mack
Wallace of Long Meadow, Mass,,
12 gmndchildren and one greal-
grandchild.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to
St. Luke's On-The.-Lake in care

of Rev. M, P, Riker, 3406 Shin-
oak, or to St. David's Hospilal
or a favorite charity.

The Austin Statesman; Feb 16, 1966

Mrs. John Dm}w Named

Awards Pro,

Mrs.
argarized the first March of
Nimes in Austin, is among the
five jiiges announced for the

Repoblican  Parly's  secomd
anmual Tops “n Texas
cammurily  servire  awands
PEnEram.

Mrs. Spirn T. Aznew. wile
nf the Viee Presidest, will
present The awands Nct. 31 at
a bhanguet in Ausiin held in
conjunction with the Texas
Federation ol Repohlican
Women's hiepnial coavention
at Villa Capri.

Three  slatewide  winners
will be chosen on a non-
political basis for antstandinz
enntrilutions w their
cnmmunity. The awards are
sponsnred by the  women's
divisinn of the Repoblican
Party af Texas and the Texas
Federation nf  [eubloean
Wamesn.

The remamas fer Spl-es
heine anemnced are Mrs. W
W, MeAlislor of “an Aabanin,
Mrz. Damniel Chesther of
Femin.  Vire, Nehael N
afpes of Te=n'e and Yire
Fajja=ss ™ [maa=e e =y

The Austin Statesman; Oct 12, 1969

oram Judge

John Davel, who M§. Davnl has been active

in spreral communily service
orgairaliong  in- lbe Austin
areai she is president of the
Seillgment (Club, a member of
The Bard of direciors of ihe
Phmed Parenthood and a
mmlicr ol the Junfor Leagoe

ol 'ir.n.ttm. Ehe alen is a
volmecr at  the Cerebral
Palsy Center.




New Heritage President

Amertran-Flalesman (UFL

Mrs. James E. Motheral, vice presi-

Walter E. Long, right. congratulates
5. Conoly Bartlett as the Austin
Herilnge Saciety’s new president.
Lnn;; was chairman of the nominat-
ing commitiee for the 1983 slate of
officers, elected by unanimous vele.
and including Mrs. Wavyman
Adams, honarary president, E, .J.
Revell, Mrz. Frank H. Dawval and

dents; E. . Cravens, treasurer:
treasurer; Mrs. V. G. Okie. as-
sistant ireasurer; Mrs. Henrg.' L.
Hilgartner, recording secretary,

and Blake Alexander, corresponding
secretary. Election was held Thurs-
day Al the annual meeting.

The Austin American; Jan 24, 1965

Ameraan-sStatesnaan TP
BEAUTY ABLOOM — Colorful spring flowers and
beautifully landscaped pardens at five of the city's
loveliest homes will be en view today as Austinites
make their annual garden pilgrimage. Sponsored by
Fi Beta Phi sorority, the tour will include the spacious
garden of Mrs. Frank H. Davol's home where Mrs.
Davol's attractive neighbor and daughter-in-law, Mrs.
John Davel, was photogrophed asz che gave the
blooming tose bushes a cool drink of water. A sug-

gested pilgrimage route beginsg at Mrs. Howard R.
Barr's home, 4602 Ridge Oak Drive; continues to Mrs.

Davol's home, 4000 Balcones; ithen to
Negley's home, No. £ Niles Road
home, No. 12 Niles Road; and M
No. 6 Miles Boad. The 51

all the homes. Children wil

= Alfred W.
Mrs. Fred L. Sharp's
Allan Shivers' home
av be purchased at
i for 25 rents

The Austin American; Apr 10, 1960




ART IN THE HOME—Wayman Adsms, an Austin ariist, ad-

Justs one of his parirails which will hang, alang with other gx-
amples of hls work, in the Frank Daval home during the Texas

————

Fine Arts Assoelation's Art in the Home pilgrimage Tuesday.

-_ L
. - — -

Locking on is Mra. Horlon Wayne Smith, who is in charge of

arTangemenis fof the program.

{Keal Douglass Photo)

Pilgrimage To Show Use of Art in Living

To illustrate the Imporiant con-
rpt that art [3 8 basic Ingredienmt
I good living, the Texas Fine
riy Assgotiation wlll present s
rst Art Im the Home plgrimage
wesday. =

Slx Austin hemes which reflect
ils philosophy of art In our dafly

lives have been selecied for the
pilgrimage. and loczl artists and
architacts Afe caoperaliag in malk-|
lng the pligrbrmege an exhibilt of |
]III:‘I. in the patoral seiting of hame:
L1{-8

Homes which will b+ open are
those af Br. and Mre. J, M Odom,

211 Windmor Road Eas:: Mr. and,

BIrs. Irving Goodiviend, 2808 Bow.-
man Redd:  Mr. and Mrs. Fr
Davol, 4000 Baleones Dilve
Blrs. Arthur Fehe, 5102

Ir. and |

Drive: Dr. and Mra E W, Zim-|
merman, and e and Mre GIdix)
King, 708 Park Flace, i

The Austin American; Apr 6, 1952

dgeonk |

! The
eoet

Eazh Bome selecied represents o
different style or fasdacd of de

3% B § gign im srchitecture and decor, e

[lastrates the wide pesslbilities fo
sejection of art compatible with 1w
tasiey of the people living witk it
Odem heams fer crzepls
inas fice exnmples of & wila
divariily of paictlng styles. Mr
Ocom waa formedly president of
the Texas Fime Arls Asioclation

The Goodfriend hams repeescabs
the penall fewn house and the pes-
sibilitles for disliving moderm
maintings and seulpiure g4 am Ime
tegrel part of the Interiar

Waymarn Adams’ pointings wil
be exhibited I8 the Davol home,
wiilch By of comtemporscy amchliess
fural design aod formiahed iradi-
tionally,

The Fehr home fa conter=porary
in edh design mod deser, Mrz
Fehr's fusmily has beem promines
in arl circles for many years end
Ibe Fehr's own many pedintings by
Texma® figesd ariiste

Dr. and Alrs. Zimmerman owe
ara of Austin's many fife suburban
homes, ard they have mamaged ic
mingle ald possertions with Ihy
mnrmt moderm

The King bome v unique In that
it is an old ene, of New Ergland
acchitecture and decor, Purnbshed
In_early Ameriean siyle

The Bemes will be open Tisesday
from 10 e 113 & m: frem 3 fa
M p. m and frem T3 to 530
P F. There i3 po pchedeled route,
ood the pligrimage may fallew sny
order desired,

The pllgzimage I3 available £
holders of the Arifils in Action
merlen subesriptions, and s othen
for the uwsonl program fes of 31,
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Building Permits
owyer Billy Zidell appress 4000 Balcones Drive
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