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ORDINANCE NO.
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING ARTICLE 4 OF
CHAPTER 25-12 (THE ELECTRICAL CODE) OF THE CITY CODE TO
ADOPT THE 2617 2020 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE AND LOCAL
AMENDMENTS TO THE ELECTRICAL CODE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF CITY OF AUSTIN:

PART 1. Article 4 of Clty Code Chapte
City Code is repealed and replaced with a new Atticle 4 fs

odes) of the

ARTICLE 4. ELEC
§ 25-12-111 ELECTRICAL CODE.
Protection Association (2047 2020 Electrical
incorporated by reference into this sectxon w

Electrical Code -
2020 Electrlcaﬁl,

2017 2020 Electrical Code are deleted:

_ Section 80.15

- Section 80.19(D)
Section 80. 21
Section 80.27
Section 80.35
Seetion200-6(A)
Section22532
Seetton230-70(A3)
Seetton250-H9A)
Section 310.110
Section-330:3060)
Seetton330-360()
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See&en%—%—k@(%} Seetion33810(A)
Section-410:36(B)
Seeﬁen—é&@.—?.%@&)—{@ Section 680.41

(C) The city clerk shall file a copy of the 26472020 Electrical Code with the
official ordinances of the City.

§25-12-112 CITATIONS TO THE ELECTRICAL CODE.

In the City Code, “Electrical Code” means the 2047 2020
and amended by Section 25-12-111 (National Ele tri

Code — Technical).

§ 25-12-113 LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO TH CTRICAL CODE-
ADMINISTRATION: ]

eleted by Section 25-12-
}addltlon to the 2017 2020 Electrical

Citation. A document described in Chapter 1-3 (Citation Program) issued by the
director or the building official.

Contractor. A person who is an electrical contractor.
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Electrical Contractor. A person engaged in electrical contracting consistent with

Chapter 1305 of the Texas Occupations Code.

Electrical Contracting. The business of designating, installing, erecting, repairing, maintaining,
or altering electrical wires or conductors to be used for light, heat, power, or signaling purposes.
The term includes the installation or repair of ducts, raceways, or conduits for the reception or
protection of wires or conductors and the installation or repair of any electncal machinery,
apparatus, or system used for electrical light, heat, power, or signaling,

Electrical Inspector An 1nd1v1dual who meets the reg irements of Sectlon 80.27

inside or outside of any building or structli;e, lo
requirements of the Electrical Code.

Texas Departmen of Licensing and Regulation: A state agency responsible for
the administrating and enforcing Title 8, Chapter 1305 of the Texas Occupations
Code and 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 73.

Workmanlike Manner. The standard established in Section 110.12 (Mechanical
Execution of Work).
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'80.15 Electric Board. The Electric Board shall comply with Chapter 2-1 (Boards

and Commissions).
80.19(C) Issuance of Permits.

(1) Standard Permits.

(a) Except as provided in Section 80.19(C)(5) ( Homestead Permit ), the
building official may issue an electrical permi to an electrical

specifications, and other data submitte:  application for a permlt
Other departments may review the plans 1§ necessary to verify
compliance with apphcab‘ |

may nét change, modify, or alter plans and
1thout the approval of the building ofﬁ01al Work

A building, structure, or tenant finish out that will exceed 5,000 square
feet requires a drawing sealed by a Professional Electrical Engineer
licensed by the State of Texas. A building, structure, or tenant finish out
of 5,000 square feet or less requires a drawing with the signature and
license number of the qualifying master electrician of record for a State
of Texas licensed electrical contractor or be sealed by a Professional
Electrical Engineer licensed by the State of Texas.
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(f) If adequate information and detailed statements are filed that comply
with the requirements of the Electrical Code, the building official may
issue a permit for the construction of part of an electrical system before
the plans and specifications for the entire system have been submitted or
approved. The electrical permit holder may proceed at the permit
holder's own risk, without assurance that the permit for the entire
building, structure, or building service will be app

(2) Permit required. Except as specified in Section 80.19(C}(3), a person who

permit is not required:

(a) to replace an approved
portable appliance;

ay, or four-way or dimmer switch,
ddle fan, or luminaire;

ptacie with a ground-fault circuit interrupter receptacle,
ance receptacle, an arc-fault circuit interrupter receptacle,
stance receptacle;

D the service will not be de-energized, to replace an overcurrent
protection device or fuse of same voltage and amperage and in the same
location;

(g) to repair or replace an electrode or transformer of the same size and
capacity for a sign or gas tube system;

(h) to replace insulating material to a splice;
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(1) to remove electrical and communication wiring;

() to install temporary wiring for experimental purposes in a suitable
experimental laboratory;

icture, or television

(k) to install wiring for a temporary theater, motion p
stage set, ’

tus, equipment,
it capable of

() to install or repair an electrical device, appliance, ap
or electrical writing operating at less than:25 volts a

(m) to install or repair a low-energy pow ' i ] of

(n) for the following activi
transmission of electrica

4 E ‘ rmi n applicant who seeks a permit to make
pairs on non-exempt work shall identify the
it application.

.

(5) Homestead permit. A person who is not licensed to perform electrical work
may perform €lectrical work under a homestead permit if:

(a) the residence is the person's homestead and principal residence;

(b) the electrical work does not include the main electric system;
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under the register
pursuant to Section 105.1.1 (Adnnual Permit) of the Building Code.

(c) the person has not secured a homestead permit for another residence
within the prior 12 month period;

(d) the person has owned and occupied the property as of January 1 of the
tax year in which the person applies for a homestead permit;

files an affidavit

(e) the person applies for a homestead permit in perso
e is the person's

stating that the location where the work will be
homestead;

(f) the person obtains a homestead permit
before electrical, mechanical, or plu

(g) the person does not allow or cause
work under the permit;

or manufactured home is located in a mobile home
munity, or other commercial premises.

mit. Electrical work may be performed in a facility operating
industrial plan program under an annual permit issued

80.19(E) Permit fees. The fee for the permit is set by separate ordinance.

80.19(H) Time limitation on application; permit expiration and reactivation.
The time limits for applications and the requirements for permit expiration and
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‘reactivation, including a fee for expired permits, are established in Chapter 25-12,

Article 13 ( Administration of Technical Codes ).
Exception. An annual permit is valid for 360 consecutive days from the date the
permit is issued and may not be extended.

80.19(I) Special inspections program. Electrical work may be performed under

business day from the w

(2) the scope of work may not:

nspect the electrical work performed for one out of five
out of ten commercial permits. As a condition of the
ontractor shall provide access to the permitted work.

program, the
80.21 Plan Review Fees. The fee for plan review is set by separate ordinance.

80.27 Inspector's Qualifications. All electrical inspectors shall be certified by a
nationally recognized certification program and approved job description
acceptable to the City's Electrical Board.

80.35 Effective Date. The National Electric Code as published by the National
Fire Protection Association shall be adopted in accordance with Title 8, Chapter
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. 1305 of the Texas Occupations Code Sec. 1305.101(a) (2), and Administrative

Rule 73.100 and shall be effective as of the date adopted by the State.
80.36 Licenses.

80.36(A) License required. Except as allowed in Subsection 80.19(C)(5) (
Homestead Permit ), a person shall hold a current electrical license issued by the
State of Texas to perform electrical work within the City.

80.36(B) License display. When performing electrical licensee shall keep
his or her license in possession and shall display the 1

building official or the owner of the premises or

80.36(D) Temporary staffing com
registered, or certified by the State of

contracting licen

(A)

rm or offer to preform electrical contracting
, the person shall register with the City.

within the

defined in Article 4 (Electrical Code) of Chapter 25-12
L.Codes) has the same meaning in this article.

(2)

(3) In this‘article, registrant means a person who registers with the City to
perform or offer to perform electrical contracting.

(B) Minimum Requirements to Register.
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] (1) A registrant must be licensed as an electrical contractor pursuant to
y Chapter 130517 of the Texas Occupations Code and Chapter 73 in Title
] 16 of the Texas18 Administrative Code to register.
4
] (2) A registrant shall designate an electrician of record who must be a
i) licensed master electrician,
& (3) The electrician of record:
q ,
1Q (a) may be the same as the registrant;
1] '
y (b) may not be designated as the e
13 electrical contractor business; a
14
15 (c) shall appear in person when the el
16 registered.
17 ‘,
18 (4) Not more than six agents t on behalf of a
14 registrant.
2(
2]
2]
24
2]
2(
77
28
2¢
30
3]
33
34
3]
3¢ (3) A vehicle described in Subsection (A) may not be used for more than
37 one business.
38
39 (E) Offense and Penalty
4(
Page 10 of 23
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(1) A person commits an offense if the person engages in electrical
contracting without a registration required by this article.

(2) An offense under this article is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a
fine not to exceed $500. A culpable mental state is not required for the
commission of an offense under this article, and need not be proved.

80.38 Suspension of Registration

(A) Except as provided in Subsection (B), the bulldmg 0fﬁc1a 1ay suspend a
registration if the registrant violates Section 80 39 of Chapter 25-12, Article 4
(Electrical Code) three or more times w1thm a 12:month perio

(B) The building official may suspend a fééi" r
Section 80.39(A) (2), (A) (9). (A) (15) or (
(Electrical Code).

g ,of Chapter 25-12. Art1cle 4

(1) allow another to use an electrical permit in an unlawful or fraudulent
manner;

(2) perform, or cause to be performed, electrical work that causes injury to
a person or property;

(3) supervise, perform, or cause to be performed electrical work that does
not comply with the supervision requirements in the Electrical Code;
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(4)

(5)

(6)

(7

(8)

©)

perform electrical work without the required license or permit
classification;

display, cause to be displayed, allow to be displayed, or possess an
document that purports to be a license to perform electrical work that is
false, expired, suspended, or altered;

fail or refuse to display a license or permit t electrical work

when requested by the building official;
contract for, or cause to be performe frical work that requires a
permit by a person who lacks a license ired by the Electrical Code;

ireman, or apprentice
mres an electrical license;

on who is performing electrical work for which the
ing the work is not qualified to perform;

persont 1dentified on the person's State of Texas electrical contractor's
license;

(14) perform electrical work under a permit for a business other than the

business identified on the permit authorizing the electrical work;
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] (15) perform, or cause to be performed, electrical work in a manner that
P endangers a person or property;
)

(16) fail to provide notification for a change of business address, qualifying
i master, or contact information included on a State of Texas electrical
4 contractors license on or before the 10 ® day after the change occurs;

¢ (17) refuse to provide picture identification when req estedaEy the building
¢ official; or -

1(

11 (18) fail to comply with the requirements o

13 (19) allow more than five permits to

14

13 (B) A person who violates the requirements of this:section commits an offense,
16 which is a Class C misdemeanor punishable e not to exceed $500 for
17 each offense. Each day a per

18 this section is an offense.

1¢ 4

2(  (C) The building official may report : s Department of Licenses
21 and Regulation

23

24 ‘

2] cian, licensed master electrician, or
2¢ € present on a site to supervise the

>

26

2¢ sponsible for the electrical work being performed shall
3( >rvision, management, direction, and control. A

3] ireman may only supervise residential projects.

33 (C) Theratioo ed master electrician, licensed journeyman electrician, or

34 residential wireman to licensed apprentice electricians may not exceed one

3] licensed master electrician, licensed journeyman electrician, or residential

36 wireman to five licensed apprentice electricians.

31

3§ (D) The designated supervisor shall review the electrical work before submitting a
3¢ request for the building official to inspect.

4(
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80.41 Special Requirements for Installations below Regulatory Flood Datum.

(A) For the purpose of this Sectlon regulatory flood datum (RFD) has the

(B) If a circuit can be de-energized by automatic ope

luminaire that operates at no more than 120
below the RFD. The electrical circuit sha

sater. Only a submersible type splice will be
#A conduit located below the RFD must be
| be self-draining if subject to flooding.

home station located above the RFD to which the elevator will automatically
return after use.

(F) An electrical unit heater installed below the RFD must be capable of being
disconnected as outlined in Subsection (B). An electrical control on a gas or
oil furnace located below the RFD shall not exceed 120 volts to ground and
the control circuits must be automatically de-energized before water is
present on the floor of the affected area.

Page 14 0of 23




D S o S LN S G TG W N W STy

SN O

11
11
13
14
11
16
17
1§
14
2(
2]
23
23
24
23
26
%
28
24
3(
3]
37
33

34

3]
36
37
38
34

(&)

(H)
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Sump pumping equipment of any type must be provided with a float operated
warning alarm that acts independently of any other float actuating device
used to start and stop pumping equipment. A building and structure utilizing
sump-pumping equipment must have automatic starting standby electrical
generating equipment located above the RFD. The standby generating
equipment must be capable of remaining in continuou ration at 125
percent of the anticipated duration of the design floo

A control center, privately owned transformer, d and main lighting
panel, and switchgear, in addition to other stati

located above the RFD. Portable or movea

All components of emergenc:
be located so that a component
within reach of personnel wor

Land Development Code Title 25 Article 13 Docks, Bulkheads, and
Shoreline Access

Building Criteria Manual Section 5.2.4 Wiring Over and Under
Navigable Water
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| (C) Building Criteria Manual Section 5.2.10 - Subchapter E, Section 2.5,

Exterior Lighting Rules for Alternate Equivalent Compliance (AEC)

(D) Building Criteria Manual Section 4.4.7 - Visitability

PART 2. City Code Section 25-12-114 (Local Amendments to the Electrical Code
Technical) is repealed and replaced with a new Section 25-
follows:

§ 25-12-114 LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE E
TECHNICAL. V’

eted by Section 25-12-
e 2047 2020 Electrical

110.12 Mechanical Execution of Werk. and workmanlike. All electrical
work shall be installed in a neat and wo; - In the Electrical Code,
workmanlike manne 5, but 1s not

installed parallel or perpendicular to the
tural members;

flexibility requires moderate sagging; and

5. each box, cabinet, enclosure, and device is installed level, parallel, or
perpendicular to the building or structure's structural members.
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service conductors and located on the first floor accessible from an
exterior entrance not traveling more than 25-feet.

(3) Service disconnecting means shall not be installed in bathrooms

250.68(A)(1) Concrete Encased Electrode Accessibility. Concrete encased
electrode accessibility for the electric utility district (EUD) locations (having no
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wall rough-in inspection) shall require a grounding inspection port for termination

of the groundmg electrode conductor. ¥he—mspee&eﬂ—peﬂ—eﬁeles&re-shal-l—be
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310.110(C)(1) Conductor Identification.

(A) Color coding of conductors shall be consistent through tﬁach system and
identified as follows: '

(1) Single phase 120/240 volt wiring systems. -

(A) (B) (N)
RED------BLACK------WHITE

(2) Three phase four wire 120/208 volt wiring sysms

(A) (B) (©) (N)
RED-----BLACK----BLUE---WHIT

(3) Three phase three, and four 0/240 volt

(A) ®  (©
RED-----ORANGE----BLACK-

wiring systems.

A AV ¥a ) a a ¥ ML Wi -
- 3 3wy y 12 “nw
. . .

: =-' 3 . ed -.--= cramhce- Manher-and |
type-MCeable-shall-be No-8-AWG-orlarger.
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680.13(1) Emergency switch for swimming pools. A clearly labeled emergency
shutoff switch shall be installed to disconnect all ungrounded conductors for
swimming pool equipment and underwater lighting systems. The switch shall be
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installed in a place that is readily accessible, within sight, and not less than five

feet from the water's edge. The sign for the shut-off switch shall be tn-red-with
letters capable of being read from a distance of 50 feet; shall be made of plastic,
metal, or other durable material; and shall read "Emergency Shut Off". Fhe-switeh

systems. The switch shall be in;
within sight, and not less than fi

The sign for the shtit-off switch shall.t capable of being read
from a distance of 50 feet; shall be made of plastic, metal or other durable
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PART 2. This ordinance takes effect on i

PASSED AND APPROVED

APPROVED

City Attorney City Clerk
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