
Vision Zero 
Update to PAC

February 3, 2020



Agenda

1. 2019 data and trends

2. Discussion on recent/current initiatives

3. Get involved
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Years of Life Lost
3,107

(2019 Total)



* Includes 1 e-scooter classified as a Pedestrian

** Includes one crash with one fatality in non-APD jurisdiction

Austin Data
Fatalities by Mode (2019 vs 2018)

 2019 2018

Mode # Fatalities
% of Total 
Fatalities # Fatalities

% of Total 
Fatalities

Pedestrian* 36 40% 31 42%

Bicyclist** 3 3% 2 3%

Motor Vehicle 39 44% 32 43%

Motorcycle 11 12% 9 12%

 89  74  
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Austin Data
Fatal Crashes by Month (2019 vs 2018 vs 2017)

Fatal Crashes by Month

April - 10 fatal crashes September- 12 fatal crashes

May  

8 fatal crashes

Cumulative Fatal Crashes by Month
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Temporal trends

Austin Data

6 of the 9 occured in November or December
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Hour
# fatal 

crashes %

12 AM to 4 AM 21 24%

4 AM to 8 AM 14 16%

8 AM to 12 PM 9 10%

12 PM to 4 PM 9 10%

4 PM to 8 PM 9 10%

8 PM to 12 PM 25 29%

87 100%



Temporal trends

Austin Data
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Where and when

● 46% of all fatal crashes were on freeways or frontage roads

● 54% of all fatal crashes happened between 8PM to 4AM

 

Austin Data
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Demographics

● 71 (81%) of fatal crash victims were male 

● 26 (30%) were aged 21-30

Austin’s fatality rate per 100,000 for 2019 is 8.9 

● Equal to the five-year average; lower than it was in 2012, 2015



Pedestrian data 

Austin Data

Of the 36 pedestrian fatalities:  

● 17 were on a freeway or a service road

○ 14 related to IH-35

○ 1 scooter fatality

● 11 were crossing at mid-block/non-intersection (non-freeway 

related)

● 3 were walking in travel lanes

● 1 was crossing an intersection when traffic signals changed

● 4 - other
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Of the 36 pedestrian fatal crashes:  

● 27 pedestrians had suspected impairment

● 1 driver had suspected impairment



Pedestrian data 

Austin Data

Of the 36 pedestrian fatalities:  

10



Updates on Initiatives
Speeding Increases Risk
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Kinetic Energy=(½*mass)∗velocity²

Miles per hour (MPH)



A person’s chance of 

surviving being hit by 

a car decreases 

drastically with faster 

speeds. Graphic: 

ProPublica. Data: 

AAA Foundation for 

Traffic Safety report.

Source: Seattle SDOT 

blog

Updates on Initiatives
Speeding Increases Risk
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Kinetic Energy=(½*mass)∗velocity²

Miles per hour (MPH)



Updates on Initiatives
Speed Management:  

a. Analysis on urban 

core speed limits, 

citywide residential 

streets/collectors

b. New program for 

residential 

streets/collectors
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Leading Pedestrian Intervals 

Updates on Initiatives
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Downtown Leading 

Pedestrian Interval 

Initiative 

Updates on Initiatives

● Double the number of LPIs 

in Austin within the most 

pedestrian-dense 

environment 

○ Phased approach

● Outreach

● Evaluation
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Updates on Initiatives
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Increased Enforcement for FY20

Updates on Initiatives

2019: 1,800+ DWI 

arrests
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Increased Enforcement for FY20

Updates on Initiatives
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Updates on Initiatives
ATXN Videos on 

four key behaviors: 

Speeding

Failure to Yield

Impaired Driving

Distracted Driving
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFww_fDWygE


Fatality Review Board Progress

Updates on Initiatives
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Fatality Review Board Progress

Updates on Initiatives
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Fatality Review Board Progress

Updates on Initiatives
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● In-house database 

● Geospatial file

● Comprehensive cost scale

● 2018 VZ Bond, Speed Management Program

● Focus segments

● Future infrastructure (including PHBs)

Crash Data and Analysis 

Updates on Initiatives
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Vision Zero Viewer and Dashboard

Updates on Initiatives
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-DRAFT-



Get Involved
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LPI Survey - Qualitative Evaluation

● Surveying begins next week (Feb. 10-16) and we need volunteers

● Flexible times - sign up for the morning, lunch, or evening

Future street teams for VZ-related initiatives

● Daylight savings time

● Safe Ride Home promotion

● CapMetro initiatives

Promote awareness of VZ/safety culture - organizations/associations/social 

media/direct conversations

Please email david.gray@austintexas.gov if you are interested.



Questions / Comments

Lewis Leff

Transportation Safety Officer

Austin Transportation Department 

Lewis.Leff@austintexas.gov
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