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OUR AUSTIN STORY

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE

The Historic Squares and
Congress Avenue: Austin’s
original public spaces

Cordova Map of Austin, 1872

Wooldridge
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Republic
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OUR AUSTIN STORY
PROCESS

* Steering Committee

* Project website (with engagement
opportunities)

* Public open houses

e Public walks and talks

* One on one interviews

* Media and social media outreach

Great cities
tell great

stories.

Our Austin Story.

"
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Help us tell Our Austin Story:
The story of Austin through
the lens of our historic city
squares.

The Downtown Austin Alliance, in partnership with
the Austin Parks and Recreation Department, is
developing a comprehensive interpretive strategy
for the three historic city squares: Brush, Republic,
and Wooldridge. The goal is to find meaningful
stories—grounded in these civic spaces—that
connect to the people and places of Austin.
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Share Your Story
Community Events
Thursday, March 23

1lam —1pm

City Hall, 301 W. 2nd Street

Saturday, March 25

1lam - 1pm

Departure Lounge, 311 W. 5th Street
Online

downtownaustin.com/ouraustinstory
#OurAustinStory




OUR AUSTIN STORY

STEERING COMMITTEE

* Kate Singleton, Preservation Austin -Chair

e Ashley Dowgwillo, Visit Austin

* Mike Miller, Austin History Center

* Sylvia Orozco, Mexic-Arte Museum

* C(Clarissa Perez, Visit Austin

* Charles Peveto, Friends of Wooldridge Square
* Dr. Andrea Roberts, Texas A&M University

* Bob Ward, Travis County Historical Commission
* Allison Watkins, Austin Parks Foundation

e Joanna Wolaver, Shoal Creek Conservancy

Austin Parks and Recreation Department
* lLaura Esparza

* Rey Hernandez

e Kim McKnight

e (Cara Welch

e Vanessa Castro, also Tejano Trail



experience communication & gossip
information & entertainment .§ = events

Narratives (stories) are used in planning to connect new
with old and to foster a sense of identity and community



BRUSH SQUARE

1. Cattle, Cotton and
Commerce

2. Austin’s New Deal

3. Powerful Women

4. The Cowboy’s Culture

George Washington Littlefield

Ted Lee Eubanks

Cattle Drives

Ted Lee Eubanks



Walker’s Austex Chili Factor , 1948

REPUBLIC SQUARE

1. Austin’s Birthplace and
the Auction Oaks

2. Guadalupe Park and
Austin’s Mexico

3. The Soul of the Square

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church

 Ghis New Mexican .
% Cook Book and S
L aSampleof |

i Dept. G-19, Austin, Texas, U.S.A,
aew WALKER’S "AUSTE X"
= CHILE AN® TAMALES

Austin History Center



Jim Franklin Poster, 1968
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WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE

1. Keep Austin Weird
2. Soul of the City
3. Winds of Change

R 103 ST. .
L GUADALUPE

Wooldridge Square Bandstand Concert

¥ >
v .




HAMILTON SQUARE

e Austin’s First High School (1900 - 1956)
* First Baptist Church (1969)

“Old Red” Austin High School

The Portal to Texas History, Austin History Center, Austin Public Library, Austin, Texas



http://texashistory.unt.edu/

CONGRESS AVENUE - VIBRANT CONNECTIONS

* The Colorado River
« b5t Street Mexican American Heritage Corridor
 Transportation

Whistle Stop and Sam Wah Cafe, 1948 Congress Avenue with street rail, 1913
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The Portal to Texas History; Austin History Center, Austin Public The Portal to Texas History; Austin History Center, Austin
Library, Austin, Texas Public Library, Austin, Texas



http://texashistory.unt.edu/
http://texashistory.unt.edu/

IMPLEMENTATION

Mapping Our Austin Story

OUR AUSTIN STORY
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EL ALMA DE
REPUBLIC SQUARE
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L comida Mexicana en Austin CoOmenzo wn las
COCHIaY de l0s Mesicanos y los Tojanos que vrvian
alradador de s plazs. Las famillas ded vecindario
Proparatan tamales y dulces mesicancs POra vender
A lolargo de (o svennds Congross. Estas cocings
maccaron sl comienzo de 4 i

A formar In cocinag Wevicans

Prosparando en Austin

Lo residentos locates Irabajaban e (as fabricas

e mmay-nmlmoﬂu«mm

locatizadas corca e la plars Los nihos jugaban

o0 la plaza mienteas oy padres trabajaban en ostas
WNdO ios alimentos pars ol mercado

P .
- —

INTERPRETIVE SIGNS AT
REPUBLIC SQUARE




INTERPRETIVE SIGN AT WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE

June 19, 2019: Celebrating 107t Anniversary of Booker T. Washington’s visit to Wooldridge
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UPCOMING: WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE INTERPRETIVE SIGNS
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Texas Historical Commission Preservation Austin
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PARTNERSHIPS

Historic Churches

Austin History Center
Association: Eberly Luncheon




AUSTIN,

WEAYE CAPITAL OF TEXAR.

Austin, State Capital of Texas, 1887. Lithograph, 28 x 41 in. Lithographer unknown. Austin History Center, Austin Public Library




AUSTIN
ALLIANCE

DOWNTOWNAUSTIN.COM

f @DowntownAustinAlliance B @DowntownAustin Yy @DowntownATXinfo



