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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS
FEBRUARY 24, 2020
NRD-2020-0004
92 RAINEY STREET
RAINEY STREET NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1911-12 contributing bungalow and construct a new high-rise tower in its place.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

1) Demolish existing contributing building.
2) Construct new 53-floor, 606’ tower, occupying two adjacent lots at 90 (now Container Bar) and
92 Rainey Street. The tower includes:
a) Below-ground garage
b) Commercial space (first and second floors plus third-floor bar area):

1. Materials throughout include a transparent glass curtainwall system with
metal mullions; simplified pilasters of textured stone at bay divisions; recessed
mural panels with overhead lighting, and textured concrete cladding. Flat
metal awnings above each tenant entrance at 1 and 1.5 stories are topped with
lit signage.

1. At the east elevation, vertically-articulated panel systems of varying widths
define tenant spaces. An altered metal shipping container with viewport
projects from a recessed bar space at the second floor, hovering above the
streetscape. An angled precast concrete panel projects through both recessed
bar spaces.

c) Hotel and residential spaces:

1. The tower is clad in a reflective glass curtainwall system throughout, with
precast concrete accent panels on secondary facades.

ii. Levels 8-52 are set back from the lower section of the tower (at roughly 177).

1. After level 24, which separates the hotel units from residences and short-term
rental units, glass balconies project from the north and south elevations.

d) Roof deck

RESEARCH

The house at 92 Rainey Street was built around 1911. Its first owner was Alonzo B. Cook, who
ran a horseshoeing shop on Congress Avenue. From 1914 to 1920, the house had many owners
and renters, including a painter, a grocer, and a night watchman. By 1920, it had been purchased
by Emil and Edith Bohls. Emil Bohls was the proprietor of a restaurant in 1920, but he soon
opened an auto paint shop on 5th Street, which remained in business for many years. By 1937, as
Austin’s automobile culture continued to grow, Bohls had expanded his repertoire to include a
tourist camp, as well as a filling station, on South Congress Avenue.

By 1939, the Bohls family had sold the home to Charles B. and Pearl Eustace. The Eustace family
had lived across the street at 95 Rainey since 1922. Charles had recently retired from the
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company after a 39-year tenure, and, as one of the earliest
telephone employees in Austin, was an active member of the Telephone Pioneers Association.

Charles and Pearl Eustace had one son, Major Hal Leighton Eustace. Eustace served in the U.S.
Air Force. Prior to joining the Air Force in 1942 at age 35, Major Eustace had worked as the
managing editor of the Brownsville Herald, and frequently contributed his stories and expert
opinions on military life to news publications. After retiring from the Air Force, Major Eustace
returned to his childhood home, where he lived until his death in 1975.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are used to evaluate new construction
projects in National Register historic districts. Applicable standards include:
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9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and

shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic
Integrity of the property and its environment. The existing contributing building will be

demolished to accommodate the new high-rise tower. The proposed new building is differentiated
from the remainder of the historic buildings in the district in form, height, materials, size, use,
and scale. The proposed new building’s massing, size, and scale are not compatible with the
surrounding historic structures in the district. Its sculptural use of materials such as stone and
precast concrete are at odds with the traditional materials and styles used on Rainey Street
during the historic period. The projecting shipping container further highlights the building’s
scale. Note: All proposed signage will be required to undergo the historic review process upon
applicant submittal of sign permit applications.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner
that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its

environment would be unimpaired, If the proposed new construction is removed in future, the
remainder of the district would be unimpaired.

STAFF COMMENTS

The building contributes to the Rainey Street National Register Historic District. It was altered
in 2010 under a permit approved by the Commission on consent (see backup).

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-

352). The property may demonstrate significance according to City Code:

a) Architecture. The building is constructed in the Craftsman style.

b) Historical association. There do not appear to be significant historical associations;
however, the Commission may consider the contributions of the Eustace and Bohls
families to Austin’s commerce and demographic context as long-term middle-class
occupants with lifestyles typical of the neighborhood’s residents during the twentieth
century.

¢) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic,
or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the
city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with
artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

The building’s scale precludes the possibility of compatibility through design choices.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Should the Commission choose to release the permit for demolition, staff recommends
encouraging relocation; then completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving
at the Austin History Center. The Commission may alternately consider a demolition delay, as
the building is contributing to the historic district. Comment on and release plans.
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NOTIFICATIONS

CASE#:  NRD-2020-0004

LOCATION: 92 Rainey St.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Source: applicant, 2020. See I;éckup documentation.

Occupancy History
City Directory Research, Austin History Center, February 2020

1992

1985-86

1981
1977
1973

1968
1965

1962

1959
1955
1952
1949
1947

1944-45

Matthew LaBarbera, renter
Manager, Fire Island Glass Studio

Bruce M. Glick, renter
Stagehand, International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Local 205

Tom and Martha Rivera, renters
No return

Hal L. Eustace, owner
Retired

Mrs. Pearl M. Eustace, owner

Mrs. Pearl M. Eustace, owner (wid. Charles B.)
Hal L. Eustace, renter
Retired

Mrs. Pearl M. Eustace, owner (wid. Charles B.)
Hal L. Eustace, renter
USAF

Mrs. Pearl Eustace, owner

Charles B. and Pearl Eustace, owners
Charles B. and Pearl Eustace, owners
Charles B. and Pearl Eustace, owners

Charles B. and Pearl Eustace, owners
Barbara Muldrow, renter (wid. Joseph)

Benjamin F. and Stellie M. Richers, renters
Carpenter



1941
1939
1937

1935
1932-33
1929

1927

1924

1922

1920

1918

1916

1914
1912

1910
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Charles B. and Pearl Eustace, owners
Charles B. and Pearl Eustace, owners

Emil M. and Edith Bohls, owners
Proprietor, filling station and tourist camp, 2109 S. Congress Ave.

Emil M. and Edith Bohls, owners
Emil M. and Edith Bohls, owners

Emil M. and Edith Bohls, owners
Auto painter, 205 W. 5th St

Emil M. and Edith Bohls, owners
Auto painter, 205 W. 5th St

Gus Carlstrom, renter
Printer

Emil M. and Edith Bohls, owners
Proprietor, Auto Paint Shop, 205 W. 5th St

Emil M. and Edith Bohls, renters
Note: The Eustace family occupied 95 Rainey Street from at least 1922-1932.

Emil M. and Edith Bohls, owners
Proprietor, restaurant, 110 Congress Ave.

Andrew Meredith, renter
Fireman

Charles and Jennie Work, renters
Watchman, E.M. Scarbrough and Sons
Note: The rest of the large Work family owned and occupied 91 Rainey at this time.

William and Delia Gerard, owners
Painter
Miss Myrtle Frierson, renter

Angel DelAmo, renter
Grocer, 114 Congress Ave.

William R. Davie, owner

Alonzo B. Cook, owner
Horseshoer, 608 Colorado Street

Address not listed



Biographical Information

CHARLES B. EUSTACE
Charles B. Eustace, 8, of 92
Ralney Strect died at his home
Sunday. He had been a resident
of Austin 56 years and was a re-
tired employe in 1933 ol South-
western Bell Telephone Company
with 39 years scrvice. He was a
‘member of the Baptist Church
:nnd Association of Telephone Pio-
neers.
| He is survived by his widow,
iMrs. Pearl Euslace of Austin; a
son, Major Hal Eustace of Har-
risburg, Pa.; and three sisters,
Mrs. Gus E. Brown and Mrs. Aus-
tin Jones, both of Luling and
Mrs. Fannle McBride of Gon-
zales; and a brother, B. B, Eu-
stace of Las Vegas, Nev.
Funeral services will be held at
Wilke-Clay Funeral Home Tues-
day at 4 p.m. with Rev. G. W.
Childers officiating.
Pallbearers will be E.
grove, E. J. Moore, Charles All-
red, Ed Sponberg, W. B, Math.
ews and A. D, Morgan. Burial
will be in Austin Memorial Park.

Mus-|

MRS. PEARL M. EUSTACE
* Mrs, Pearl M. Eustace, 85, of

“hospital Wednesday., Funeral
services are pending at Wilke-

the widow ‘Charles B.
Eustace, well known Austin
telephone pioneer, and had been
a resident of Austin since 1906.
Survivors include a son, Hal
Eustace of Austin; a sister, Mrs.
Tobe W. Adair, Sr., of
Shreveport, a.; two brothers,
Boyd Muldrow of Bruni and

of

02 Ralney Street died in a localj:

Clay Funcral Home. She wasl:

‘

TP LI LS Ry & L.

EUSTACE, Maj. Ha
'lzlym'a (USAF, ret), 68, of
92 Rainey, died Tuesday.
Services 10 a.m. Friday at
WilkeClay Funeral Home.
Survivors: aunt, Mrs. Mildred
Adair of Shreveport, La.; and
uncle, Armold Muldrow of
Rosebud.

’.Arnold Muldrow of Rosebud.
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Fustace family obituaries. The Austin Statesman; Jul 21, 1958 and Aug 6, 1969; The Austin
American Statesman;, Jun 19, 1975.

EMIL MANUEL BONLS
Funeral services for E. M.

(Pete) Bohls, 79, of 2112
Brackenridge, were held
Wednesday at WilkeClay
{Funeral lHome, Rev. Gordon B.
'Bnys. pastor of Congress
Avenue Baptist Church,
officiating.

Jessie  Allen,
Howard Sedwick, Howard Long
and Gene Long. Burial was in
Allen-McNeil Cemelery.

Pallbearers were Don Allen,
Everett Bohls,

Obituary for Emil M. Bohls. The Austin Statesman; Apr 3, 1968.

his

ALONZO COOK BUYS OLD S8TAND.

—y

Alonzo Cook, Austin’s expert horsa-
rhoer, has purchaged his old atand at
$10 Colorado Btiroet, where ha Inviica
cyMomers and.
horseshoeing to cajl oan him New
phones 988 ——Advw.

others desiring

The Austin Statesman- Jul 1, 1914



LEAVE YOUR CAR IN
SUN, RAIN OR SKOW

The Weather Cannot Hurt
The New DUCO Finish

Duce Pinish is different frem
any other finlsh ever pat on a
motor car. And It stands what
8o finish has ever stood before.

With Dueo Finlsh on your
car, you can leave It out ia sll
kinds of weather. Raln, mud,
sncw, lce, won't hurt it a bit
Let the bot sun shine on It all
day, or run the engine scalding
hot. Duco will remaln sttractive.

After weeks of hard driring,
yeu esn rud ordinary mod
spots 2ff Dgeo with a dry cloth,
tf you like, for only sharp peb-
bles will serateh the fialsh. The
lastre gets higher and finer
with sge.

Every car owner who bas
sesn Duco wants It. Come to
our shop and see cars finlahed
with {t. Wateh us make teats
to prove (ts darabllity, Talk
to owners who bhave tested
every clalm we make. Let us
finish your car with Duco In
ene=third to one-half the usual
time reqguired. It will always
loek:uw a3 long as you own #

E. M. Bohls
AUTO PAINT

SHOP

205 WEST 5th ST
PHONE 703

The Austin American’ Feb 22, 1925

Telephone Workers

Back From Meet -
. “ munager of the Southwestern Betl

© Telephone company.
meeting of the Telephone Pioneers. y

Austin delegates to the annual

of America, Texas branch, have re=-

turned from Galveston after o suc- .
cessful mecting Saturday, accord-:

fng to John W, ISzelle. manager of

the Southwestern Bell Telephone

company office here. 'fhose who

attended the meeting from Austin’

were:  Mrs, ‘T Dellmare, chlef op-

erator; &, B, Bustace, plant man; °
Miss Lottle Franklin, chicf tcller,

and Manager Kzelle,

Telephone Pioneers
"Dined In’ Austin

IONEER telephone people were
dinod Thursdny at the Stephen
I, Austin hy John Lzelle, district

Thoso nt the party were Misa

- TLottie Franklin, Miss Mnmmlo

Isrown, Mrs, T, Delmere, W. B,
Mtlton, Charles Eustuce, Clarenra
Hearne, Adoiph Gruber, Capt, J.
', Henderson and Mr. Ezelle,

Mrs. Delmare, now an honor-
ary employe of the company, was
one of tha first telephone opera-
tors In Austin, serving the first
oxchnnge to bhe established here
40 yenrsy ngo, when thera were
only 200 subscribers.

Capt. Henderson-was the prine
cipal sneaker. N

The Austin Statesman’ Jun 2, 1925 and Jan 21, 1926
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By JACK RUTLEDGE
Asracisted Press Stafr

So you think it’s cold? Well, Hal
Eustace of Austin and Brownasville
Is back home in Texas wiping per.
spiration from his forchead. He
thinks it's warm.

Eustace, 3 native
of Austin and later
managing editer of
The Brownsville
Herald, has beenn in

the US Army five years. The last
two have been in Alaska. He was
the southernmost citizen In this
northernmost outpost,

He drove home this week from
IAluta over the Alecam highway
| with two olker Texans. They left
'dnﬂnc the record coldwave that
tumbled temperatures to 83 degrees
below zero at. a place called Snag

In the Yukon territery.

Hal said apologetically he was|
90 miles away from Spag at the|
time. It was cnly 69.9 below zero
where he was, at Northway,

The two other Texans who drove
back with him were Tex Murrah
of Camden and Byron B. Beon (“1
dropped the ¢ during the depression
to save money on ink™) of Linden.

He says this about the terrific
cold: You don't feel it uniess there
is @ wind blowing, He had expect-
ed a jol of moislure and dampness.
but said snow iz dry as a bone when
it gets very cold. There iz not only
no moisture in the snow, but none
in the air. Your scalp ilches and
your nose runs dry.

There it sa much eleclricily in
the alr that you ecan shuffle your
feet, point at a wall with your fing-
er, and throw a spark a foot long.
Dogs wen't let you pel them dur-
ing cold weather, because of the
electric shock.

90miles away from Snag at the
If a firc breaks out, you're gone.
No water 1o put it oul. Just belfore
he left, his unit Jost a $200,000 build-
ing and its materials

You have about three hours of
daylight. To keep warm you hang |
mround the kitchen fire. You eat
sweels and greasy foods, because
your body craves them. You really
don't mind the cold so much be-
tause you dress for it

Avous Atmks: No one has trouble
metting work, at good wages, It's
s0 democratic up there a waitress I
83 good as the coloncl’s lady. Prices
are high—40 cents for a peanut
butter sandwich,

The Alcan Highway Is very dang-
crous, but a heavy tourist flow
is expected this summer.. The best
lime of year to drive it is winter.
In spring the thaws make it bad;
iIn summer there are mosquilocs
over an inch long that literally eat
you up,

A major headache at his alr base ||
was a herd of 500 buffalo that had |
o be shooed off runways when
planes landed.

The drive home was a long
dangerous, hard trip, but Hal said
he knew he was back in Texas
when he stopped at a service station
in El Paso and the altendant, after
ﬁl.lnn_g the tank with gas, said:

‘Mister, you want me to check

them tahrs?"

The Austin Statesman’ Feb 12, 1947

" Austinite Helps in AF's

Moon Shadow ‘Survey’

€

. LIBREVILLE, French Equatorial
Africa, Feb, 25--Major Hal Eusiace,
kon of Mr, and Mrs. C, B, Eustace
nf 02 Rainey Street, Austin, Texas,
js here in connection with. the US
Alr Force's bid for a “basement
bargain” in nccuraje -mapping by
making the moon’s shadow do the
“surveying™ across dense jungles
and trackless deserts,
This is the {irst of the six
pelipse stations which the Air Force
has established along 3,200 miles of
the Feb., 25 total cclipse's path
across Africa and Saudi Arabia.

Using photo-clectric cells to re-
rord the split second of total eclipse
as the moon's shadow races across
the carth’s face at almost 2,000
miles an hour, it is hoped to record
lhe distances between the six sta-
tions to within 200 fect of absolute
wccuracy. The time sicnals are be-

ing radioed to the six eclipse sta-
tions by the US Burcau of Stand-
ards in Washington, rclayed via
powerful Voice of America trans-
mitters. The hight and time meas-
urements are reeorded simultane-
ously, side-by-side on a single
graph tape.

The small Air Foree party along
the line of the ecclipse is being

sponsored by the USAF Acronauti- |

cal Chart and Information Scrvice,
and its chief, Colonel Paul C,
Schauer of Washington, D. C., heads
the party. Chief scientific advisor

is Father S. J. Heyden, SJ, director |

of the Georgetown Astronomical
Observatory tn Washington, D. C.
Maj. FEustace is normally sta-
tioned at the headquarters of US
Alr Forees in Europe in Wiesbaden,
Germany., He was managing editor
of the DBrownsville Herald before
entering the Air Force in 1942,

The Austin Statesman’ Feb 25, 1952
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Building Permits

Receipt No.......... — Application for Sewer Connection Ne &7 ’5//}
- A;:atin, Texas, ... ‘ // R 19%

To the Superintendent of Samitary Sewer Divigion, City of Austin, Texas.
Sir:—

1 hereby make nppﬁcauon for sewer connection and instruc on P
at
further described as Lot ~ R Block_J_Outlct Di mz,,,_ .............
subdivision - Plnt/. j which istobeusedasa________

In this place there are to be installed.. .. . fixtures, Plumbing Permit No._.._..___________
I agree to pay the City of Austin, the regular ordhnnce charge, __// 20

Depth at Prop. Line . ... ... Respectmlly
Stub Out, }'_4/'/,(’” GE )] ) 2 /P Q{gm
Date . . o) Gloit e °7Mwl~

T Sl dVox 4

By. L «
NOTE: Connection mmﬁm_ém//j Y tad %

Sewer tap permit, 6-11-20
WATER SERVICE PERMIT E N°l 37186

. Austin, Texas

Received gg_'//o. @&4'77- ;

Address D& R0 E!
Ambunt KDCRZE SRV ICE
Plumber. .~ '

Date of ConnecnonZ//3 /é 3. | |

Size of Tap Made. f/ I i P i |~( g,

Size Service Made. - 7 L 2o b bbb :

LI O T O i o S

Size Main Tapped... .é. G_Z- i : f i : E’ i X i ?;\q

1 : H H . H

From Front Prop. Line to Curb (.ock 7 nogod I = § L . *»\

.From\Sovf/ Prop. Line to Curb Cot‘.k.!.?’g~ \\:3:! 3 % 56 ™ H : E-:-"'\)S

Location of, Meter., £ «£. & i Edsdda | R RN

4 NP ESE2388 ¢ 2 A 2

vpe.of B 00 el NEZSES AT 8 O ESsE

DcpthofMammSt.\?J ‘E’égdgddé $8% 4 Q‘.E

M $£8333882 a2 T

x : i H 1 H H H H H H H

From Curb Cock to Tap on Main. / 7 s IN-EE T N i [ S
él \ [ 1

Checked by Engr. Dept. /2:=42 " 4;’-

,\?2 i

Water tap permit, 9-63



