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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
AUGUST 24, 2020
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2020-0280
1405 KENT LANE
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1940 house.
ARCHITECTURE

The building at 1405 Kent is a two-story symmetrical-plan house with stone veneer cladding at
the first floor and horizontal wood siding at the second. The building has a side-gabled asphalt-
shingle roof. An attached side-gabled garage and single-story addition with a second-floor deck
appear at secondary elevations. 8:8 wood windows at first floor; 6:6 at second floor. The front door
is covered by a metal awning and articulated by simple decorative stonework. Windows at the
main fagade are surrounded by inoperable shutters, while windows at secondary facades appear
in single and paired configurations.

RESEARCH

1405 Kent Lane was built in 1940 by A. C. Bryant. Its first occupants were Roy and Ione
Patterson. Roy Patterson was an insurance agent with Farm and Home Savings and Loan of
Missouri; his firm also dabbled in real estate. In the 1960s, Patterson partnered with developer
L. L. McCandless to build the Emerald Bend Resort on Lake Travis. Patterson’s son-in-law, Lt.
William J. Wright, was held in North Korea as a prisoner of war. Wright was among few Korean
War P. O. W.s who returned alive: nearly 40% of those captured did not survive (Korean War
Legacy Foundation, https:/koreanwarlegacy.org/). The Wright family lived briefly with the
Pattersons while Lt. Wright recuperated.

By 1955, the home had been sold to Reverend Samuel N., Jr. and Catharine Baxter. After moving
to Austin from service as an archdeacon in the Northeast, Samuel Baxter worked as the rector of
nearby Church of the Good Shepherd from 1954 to 1985. In the 1960s, Baxter became acting
secretary of the state Episcopal diocese; he later completed three terms on the Board of Trustees
for St. Andrew’s Episcopal School. Catharine Baxter was also active in the church community,
serving as a member of the altar guild for eighty-two years.

STAFF COMMENTS

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate to high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-
352).

a) Architecture. The building does not appear to convey architectural significance.

b) Historical association. The building is associated with Reverend Samuel N. Baxter.

c) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic,
or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the
city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with
artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, then relocation over demolition. Release the permit
upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History
Center.


https://koreanwarlegacy.org/
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Occupancy History
City Directory Research, July 2020
Note: Post-1959 directory research is unavailable due to facility closure.

1959 Rev. Samuel N. Baxter, Jr., owner

1958 Samuel N., Jr. and Catherine Baxter, owners
Pastor, Good Shepherd Episcopal Church

1957 Samuel N., Jr. and Catherine Baxter, renters

1955 Samuel N., Jr. and Catherine Baxter, owners
Pastor, Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, 2206 Exposition Blvd

1952 Roy D. and Ione J. Patterson, owners
Patterson & Jones Co.; Agent, Farm & Home Savings & Loan Association of Missouri,
123 W. 7th Street

1949 Roy D. and Ione J. Patterson, owners

Patterson & Jones Co.; Agent, Farm & Home Savings & Loan Association of Missouri,
123 W. 7th Street
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1947 Roy D. and Ione J. Patterson, owners
Patterson & Jones Co.; Agent, Farm & Home Savings & Loan Association of Missouri,
123 W. 7th Street

1944 Roy D. and Ione J. Patterson, owners
Agent, Farm & Home Savings & Loan Association of Missouri, 605 Capital National Bank
Bldg.

1941 Not listed

Biographical Information

Catharine Dallas ‘Kitty’ (Fagan) Baxter died peacefully at her home in Austin on May 3rd with her
family present. Two months shy of her 97th birthday, Mrs. Baxter died of natural causes. Kitty was
born to Catharine Dallas Dixon Fagan and John Louis Fagan on July 30, 1913 in Whitehall, New York,

on the Vermont border where her civil engineer father was working for the summer. She returned to

her beloved Philadelphia when she and her twin brother Louis Estell Fagan were a few weeks old.

Kitty moved to Austin with her family, The Rev. Sam Baxter and their two daughters, Dallas and
Lucy, in 1954 when Sam Baxter became rector of the Church of the Good Shepherd. She served many
organizations as a volunteer for decades but was particularly active at Good Shepherd where she was
part of many guilds and church activities, especially the altar guild. She had served on an altar guild
throughout her life, from the age of fifteen until her death. Kitty was preceded in death by her parents,

her husband, her twin brother and four brothers and sisters. She i1s survived by her daughters,

Lucy Baxter of Austin and Dallas Baxter and her husband Jerry Mitchell of Alpine. She 1s also
survived by her sister, Florence Boyd of Faston, Connecticut and a brother, George Dallas Fagan of
Manasquan, New Jersey and numerous nieces, nephews and grandnieces and grandnephews. The
family wishes to thank Odyssey Hospice and Tila Burley for her caring help over the past year and a

half. Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, May 7th at the Church of The Good Shepherd,

Austin. Burial will take place in Oakwood Cemetery following a reception at the church. Pallbearers
will be members of the Good Shepherd Altar Guild. In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be sent to

the Catharine Baxter Scholarship Fund at the Good Shepherd School in Austin or the memorial fund
at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Austin.

Source’ Legacy.com, http://wcfish.tributes.com/obituary/show/Catharine-Dallas-Baxter-88523791

The Rev. Samuel N. Baxter Schularship Fund
Established in memory of the Rev. Samuel N.
Baxter (1913-1986). Reverend Baxter was
Rector of the Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd from 1954 to 1985 and served three
terms on St. Andrew’s Board of Trustees.

Source: Saint Andrew’s Episcopal School newsletter, 2011.
https-//issuu.com/sasaustin/docs/winter crusader 2011-2/63
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THE REV, SAMUEL N, BAXTER JR.

New York
To Assume

The Vencrable Samucl N. Bax-
ter Jr., archdeacon of the Diocese
of Western New York, has ac-
copted the call of the Episcopal
Church .of the Good Shepherd to
become the rector of ‘that parish:

He plans to assume his new
dutics Sept. 1. He and Mrs. Bax.
ter and their two daughters, Dal-
las and Luecy, visited Austin and
the parish in June.

The Rt. Rev, John E. Hines of
Austin, coadjutor bishop of the
Diocese ef Texas commended the
new rector highly,

Great Addition

“He is a fine man and will make
a great addition to our diocese
and its work." ha commented.

The Rev. Baxter is a native of
Philadelphin and a graduate of
the Pennsylvania State Callege

% | where he received his bachelor

of Arls degree. He was awarded
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Archdeacon
Pulpit Here

the degree of Bachelor of Sacred
Theology by General Theological
Beminary in New York City in
1939.

.« For iwo ycars.he served.as a
student  pastor at “the “University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
ond did supply work in various
cities in North Carolina, return-
ing to his home diocese in 1341,
he became rector of the Church
of the Atonement, and vicar of tho
Church of the Redeemer, Spring-
ficld, both suburbs of Philadelphia,

On Jan. 1, 1M7, Archdeacon
Baxter began his werk as as.
sistant rector of Calvary Church,
Pittsburgh, renewing an intimate
and long standing {riendship with
Bishop Scaife, who was then rec-
tor of the parish. It was at Bishop
Scaile's request that the Rev. Bax-
ter went to Buffalo, N. Y. in 1348,
where he has been assisting Bishop
Scaife in the administrative work
of the diocese.

Convenlion Delegale

The newly named rector of the
Church of the Good Shepherd was
a delegate to the general convens
tion of the Episcopal Church in
145 and again in 1952, He is cur-
rently secrctary of the general
cenvention's commitlee on  the
state of the church, He has also
scrved as 8 member of the pro-
gram board in Buffalo and the
Erie County Council of Churches,

As the new reclor of the Church
of the Good Shepherd, the Rev,
DBaxter sicceeds the Very Rev,
Thomas M. W. Yerxa, who carlier
this year became dean of the
cathedral in Wilmington, Del. Di-
rection of the parish in the interim
has been in charge of the Rew,
John A. Legan Jr., curate, who
was ordained to the priesthood on
July 1.

.

The Austin Statesman: July 14, 1954




REV. SAMUEL N, BAXTER JR.

His most recent honor was
his election as secrelary of the,
Baxier ets General Convention and House'
of Depulics of the Prolestant
- - Episcapal Church of the United
Ordlnatlon States which became effective
on May 1, 1861. This office car-

ried with it a new title, that of

C l b i' Canon Samuel N. Baxlter.
e e ra lon He sen‘cc;1 ]t[lile 1961:1' tgcneral
iconvention held in Detroit in;
The Rev, Samuel N. BaXlerlguntomber, following the resig:|
Jr., rector of the Episcopalj.iinn of the Rev. Canon C.!
cmm:h1 of the Gogcsl hShepl}el'd-.Rankin Barnes of Buffalo, |
il celebat the Bl SMUNST Canan Bt D evious|
h B erved as assistant first sec-|
priesthood of the Episcopaly.. v 14" 1o general conven.!
Church Saturday, May 15. yiyns"ang as an honorary canon
He will observe the occasiongy st, Paul's Cathedral in Buf-
in the celebration of holy comdfaig, the city in which he servea!
munion in thanksgiving for hisbefore coming 1o Austin. |
25 years of service, since hiS cang, Baxter was born in
ordination, May 15, 190, alGarmuntown, Pa., and gradua-
Christ Church and St. Michael'sieq from Pennsylvania State!
in Philadelphia by the Rt Rev.cqllege with a Bachelor of Arisi
Francis M. 'I'alll. blShﬂp Otdegmc in 1935 and from the:
Pennsylvania. 'General Theological Seminary
Before coming here a decade'with a Bachelor of Sacred The-,
ago. the Rev, Baxter served asology degree in 1939.
archdeacon of the Diocese of During the month of August,i
Western New York with offices 1950, Canon Baxter and  thel
in Buffalo, N. Y. Before hisRt. Rev. Laurision L. Scaife of |
appointment  as archdeacon the Diocese of Western New
there jn 1848, he was associale York toured Europe visiting the;
rector of Calvary Church injhierarchy of the various Ortho-|
Pittsburgh, Pa. During his serv-|dox churches on the continent.|
jce at the Church of the Re-|Among these churchmen was
deemer in Springfield, Pa., and | Athenagoras, the patriarch of
the Church of the Atonement Constantinople and head of all
in Morton, Pa., he raised these Orthodox Churches.
mission churches 1o parish stal- Now on Sunday, May 16, his
us, His interest in youth led congregation at the Church of
him to accept an appointment the Good Shepherd will add
as assistant chaplain at {he their tribute to him and con.
University of North Carolina at gratulate him on the attainment
Chapel Hill, N, C. of his silver jubilee.

The Austin Statesman: May 10, 1965
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‘Appointed

- Appointment of the Rev.
Samuel ' N. Baxter, rector of
the Church of the' Good Shep-
herd,:lo serve as acting secree|
tary of the Diocese of Texas,
Eplscopal Church, pending the
annual Diocesan Council meeling
next month in Galveston was
announced here Frlday.

Rt, Rev. Milton J, Richard.
son, bishop of the dlocese at
Houston, has named Rev. Bax-
ter as acting secrelary follow-
ing the death of the Rev. Ev-
creit Grant Smith a week ago.
Rev. Baxter will complele prep-
arations for the diecesan council
session.

The Austin Statesman- Jan 22, 1966




Patterson Now
Offers Loans
At Low Rates

tance to the prospective home-own-
er,” according to R. . Patterson,
first mortgage loans, 605 Norwood

building, “for upon this factor fre-
quently depends the success or fail-
ure of the undertaking. The loan
plan should be selected to meet the
individual requirements just as the
type and plan of the house,” asserts
Mr. Patlterson.

With a wide variety of loans from
which to choose, this firm is in
position to render a distinet service
to the prospective home-owner. In
choosing =a loan, consideration
should be given such matters as
interest rate, term, prepayment op-
tions and service features, such as,
policy of loan cempany with refer-
ence {o advances for repairs of the
property, tax and insurance sinking
fund privileges, etc.

“Many home owners who built or
purchased homes prior to 1936 are
availing themselves of the lower
interest rates and smaller payments
now available,” says Mr, Patlerson.
The facilities of the Federal Hous-
ing administration are available for
this type of loan as well as the con-
struction loan. Insurance loans at
rates as low as 4 1-2 per cent inter-

“Sound financing, like sound con- |
struction, is of paramount impor- |

est are available on well located
properties while the popular build-
ing and loan plan is aiding hun-
dreds of Austin citizens in acquir-
ing homes.

Complete details concerning thesc
various types of loans will be given
without obligation by calling at 603
Norwood building or dialing 2-9246
and requesting that a representa-
tive call on you, '

The Austin Statesman- Jun 1, 1940




~ Two Austin PWs Released

On Last Day

By AL WILLIAMS

The painlul waiting or names of
loved ones to appear as released
iprisoners of war came 1o an end
Saturday. ) )

There were tears of jny and tears
iof sadness in at least four Austin
thouseholds following completion of
“Operation Big Switch” Salurday.

Mrs. Willlam J, Wright, wife of

irst Lieutenant William J. Wright,
and Mr, and Mrs. Arthur Simonsen,

arents of First Lientenant Winston
J. Simonsen, receivéed the happy
didings, but two other Austin wom-
en were less foriunate,
y For Mrs. Paul Miller and Mrs.
Ramon Davis the fearful news was
mn news, The waiting and praying
that their missing airmen would be
among the feeed prisoners was over,
and the fervent hopes that they'd
had virtually gone,

Mrs. Miller's husband, Lieuienant
Colonel Paul Miller, was shot dnwni
in June. 1831, and other fliers re-;
ported there was no hope for his!
safety rince his fighler disappeared!
while on. a low-level attack, But;
tn May of this year, lwo years after}
her first notification, the Defense
'‘Department mistakingly notified her
|that enmeone had known an officer
iresembling her husband in a Red
JPOW camp, Her agony was ex-
‘tended and her hopes raised, Mrs.
Miller kept her hopes up down to
the final name Saturday night.

Mre. Davis husband, Rirst Lien-
tenant Ramon Davis, was shot down
on October 5, 1950, but Lit. Davis
wag secn to make a forced landing
behind enemy lines, wave to circling
pilots and disappear into the brush,

As Big Switch

(Continued from Page 1)

-unning inlo the wire room to share
.he good news,

She and Mrs. Miller had been ai
he teletype for two nights, and Mrs.
Wrigl.t had been a nightly telephone
:aller since the repatriation began.

After letting out a war whoop,
Mrs, Wright hurriedly telephoned
ner parents, Mr, and Mrs. R, D.
Patterson of 1405 Kent, with the
news that “He's arrived! He's ar-
rived!" '

Her mother, equally exciled, as-
tounded her with the advice to,
“Cheer up.” The happy wife said
later that her father was on the
downstairs phone and her mother
on an extenslon upstairs and that
she couldn't understand either be-
cause both were “raitling on" at
the same lime,

She hurried home but returned
before completion of the prisoner
list was compleled to watch with
Mrs, Miller,

1t was Mrs, Miller who first spot.
ied the name of Li. Simonsen on
ihe wire and hurried into the news-
room with the information,

The sound of the telephone bell
in ihe Simonsen home at 1901
Meadowbrook Drive brought Mrs.
Simonsen to the phone. She could
only exclaim, “He's here!"” before
bursting into iears.

Then the voice of Mr. Simonsen
came _ through the {elephone re-
ceiver, His voice shqok briefly as
he reverently said, ‘“Thal's fine."

Lieut., Simonsen was reported
shot down on March 1 of this year
while leading a squadron of planes
uon & napalm bombing run against
the enemy. Fellow pilots Informed
the Simonsen's later that their son
radioed back that his plane was
hit and he was headed for friendly
lines. His plane crashed behind
American lines, bul a strong wind
blew Lt, Simonsen's parachute inlo

of Big Switch

'That's the last fime he was seen
by American [orces, and he was
officially listed as missing in aetinn.

Mrs. Davis, a bride of only three
days when her hushand was sent
overseas, drew encouragement from
‘these reports of his crash landing,
but as the months passed by she
reconciled herself to the fact that
her husband might not come back.
Whatever hapes she had were wiped
away Saturday night.

News of Li. Wright's release
reached Mrs, Wright Saturday night
as she scanned the feletype list in
the office of The American-States-
man, and her scream brought re-
porters, copyreaders and edilors

(Continued on” Page 2, Col. 3)

———

THE LONG WAIT—Tense months of waiting for news of thelr
husbands ended Saturday for these Austin women, Mrs, Wil
liam J. Wright, left, Jearned that her husband was released
while walching the names come in on a teletype at The
American-Stalesman. Afterward she.iried to keep up the hope
of Mrs. Paul Miller, whose hushand's name never appeared.
—(Photo by Al Williams),

The Austin American’ Sep 6, 1953
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Two Austin POWSs Released

Comes to End

Red territory.

Until word was received Satur-
vlay night, he had been listed as
missing, The Simonsens heard
from anolher Austin pilot, George
Patterson, however, that their son
had hit ihe ground safely. Patter-
son returned to this couniry ap-
proximately one month after the
incident and told “the Simonsens
about their son landing in enemy
terrilory. Another {flier, from Ken-
tucky, also wrole that Winston
landed safely. . .

Mr. Simonsen . said  Saturday
night he had been worried all day
since his son’s name hadn't ap-
peared _before now and couldn't
imagine why “the Reds waited so
long.,

Lt. Simonsen is a graduate of
Austin High School and was with-
in one-half year -of completing
study at the University of Texas
when he enlisted as a privete in
: the Air Force, He went overseas in
I June, 1952. X
{ Lt. Wright was recalled in the
" Air Forve in Oclober, 1930, and
.was a navigator on a B-20, operat-
ing from -Okinawa. He is a World
War II veteran,

When recalled he was studying
eivil engineering at the University
of Texas although his home is
Goldsboro, N.' C. This is expliained
by his wife, who is an Austinite,
'They met during World War I
when he was stationed in San
Marcos.

He was shot down in August,
1951, after being overseas 3%
morrths, but it wasn't until Dec-
ember of that year that his wile
first heard that be was a prisoner.
The first communications she re-
ceived fromm him was a bouquet of
red roses in February of 1052, Hc
had writlen a local florist {o send
out the roses for Valentine Day.

Letters have continued {o come
in frequenity, and the past June 2¢
Mrs. Wright received three letters
at the same ilime. J
While her husband was in Red
hands, Mrs. Wright was busy con-
stantly visiting and writing friend:
and relatives of the other 10 crew
men who were on her husband®
{plane. She explained that she wa:
;so0 nervous 1o setlle down at
ljob.

“Everyone was very good 1o me
and T felt awlully fortunate having
so many friends {o turn to,” she
isaid.

£




ll(}_M['I AT LAST—Licutenant William J. ! the last prisoner of war exchange, Tt Wright
Wright and ht.i_: wife smile happily upon his ~ had been captive sinee Aug. 1, 1051.—(Staff -
return to Austin Friday night. Returned in i Photo hy Charles Tavlor)

AUSTIN P.W. ENJOYS LAZY DAY HERE

Lt William J. Wright, latest re- ended a more than two year vigil Lackland Air Force Basze hogpital
turnee of Austin's former prisoners|by his wife, Early in September Saturday night for an extensive
of war, had to “pinch himself to see{she learned through the American- check up.
it it were true” Saturday as he|Statesman's wire dispatches thalt he. L. Wright was shot down in
lounged around the home of his{would return in the last prisoner Knrea Aug, 1. 1951 and had been a
father-in-law, R. D. Patterson, 1405} exchange. This followed several!prisoner since.

Kent Lane. ) nights nf "‘sweating it out” in the!
His return to.Austin Friday night|dispatch room to see if he would; .
T T be returned. iEIeCll‘lOl' BCleS AC”GI

Lt. Wright spent Saturday *‘eating; DM Flana
and sleeping.” But he has had! SI LOUIS, Oct, 3 (M—Mrs. Elea

trouble sleeping since he arrived innor Roosevelt, explaining she “al-
San Franciseo Seplember 23 After;ways believed in conferences” as a.
using Korean floors for beds S0/means of settling differences bhe-

long, he found Amertcan beds “*ton!, | ‘ . .
soft.”" Otherwise, everything “_M!L\wen natinns, S:}!l:lday indorsed a
“line.' Iproposal by Adlai E. Stevenszon that

His Auslin lounging was short|the United Siates take the inilintive
lived, however, He reported Lo the'in peace talks with Russia,

The Austin American- Oct 4, 1953




DL‘VELOI‘ERS REVIEW PLANS IFOR EMERALD BEND COMMUNITY
R. D. P'attmson L. L. \'IcC.mdlcss head Lake Travis development

Emerakﬂ Bend Resor
On Lake Travis Set

The formation of Emerald!: selected

as of Sept. 16, announced
McCandless and Patterson, II
}E. Reedy, who has been in the
land development business

locally for 20 years, has been
named Emerald Bend's sales
manager.

the 3200 acres for| Reedy's sales staff includes
Emerald Bend because they fell|d 1\]"5- Norean ‘:H'lt‘qit‘, James D.
h_!, L. L. MeCandless anmd it ]}I it was the best land on Lulw|"u“”- Mrs. Virginia D. Cann,

Bend Ine. has boen .1|1nmlnccd
They are president; Travis, The hill country’s best
“homesites can he chosenr from
corporation developing the ncwé tree-covered hills to right down
residential-resort communily of; al e water's cdge, they said,
([Emerald Bend on Lake Travis,

and Walter E. Smith.

| Emerald Hend's developers
(have been prominent in local
business  venlures for many
years, Patterson has been in the

Emerald Bend's shoreline|morigage loan and real eslale

Tong-fime| encompassces
residents and established|waterfront property,
1sinessmen in Austin,

of [business in Austin since 1933,
!l-‘ormcrly. he served the Farm

The resort community will beland Home Savings Association
Palterson' opened to the publie for lot sales|as their Austin representative,

The Austin American’ Sep 10, 1967




Building Permits
A. C. Bryant 1405 Kent Lane
N.707 of
- 4 6- -

ieatfield "am™
2 sty.frame res. & garage attached (stone
front on res.)
20606 -~ 10/14/40

Building permit, 10-14-40

5 permtcndent of So\\er cand Pub)h‘ lmpmvam?ts
K3 C{ty of Aun!.m Tcxus x

Water tap permit, 10-8-40
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