
ORDINANCE NO. 20200827-068

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE SECTION 12-4-64(D) TO ADD A 20
MPH SCHOOL ZONE TO A PORTION OF NEENAH AVENUE FOR THE
SAFETY OF STUDENTS ATTENDING HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC AND ST.
DOMINIC SAVIO SCHOOLS; AND PROVIDE FOR EMERGENCY PASSAGE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

PART 1. City Code Section 12-4-64(D) (Table ofSpeed Limits) is amended to delete:

Neenah Avenue from 260 feet east of Solera Drive to 770 feet east of
Solera Drive. (20 mph)

PART 2. City Code Section 12-4-64(D) liable ofSpeed Limits) is amended to add:

Neenah Avenue from 32 feet west of Solera Drive to 770 feet east of
Solera Drive. (20 mph)

Part 3. The amendment made in this ordinance are based on the results of a traffic
engineering investigation, or "speed study," referenced in the Memorandum attached as
Exhibit A .

PART 4. The amendment made in this ordinance shall be incorporated in alphabetical
order and the existing entries reordered accordingly.
PART 5. Council finds that school will soon be in session, and the need for a school
zone at this site constitutes an emergency. Because of this emergency, this ordinance
takes effect immediately on its passage for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health, and safety.
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EXHIBIT A

$4:
?DIPTI D. BORKAR-DESAd

MEMORANDUM 99444 6? 3

•Ip- 4/CENSES··*-%.
TO: Traffic Study Files

From: Austin Transportation Department 07?

Date: July 9,2020 21
L

Subject: Reduced Speed School Zone Investigation
Location: Neenah Avenue

Date(s) of Previous Investigation: August 18, 2016

A traffic engineering investigation has been conducted to determine if existing reduced speed
school zones are appropriate on Neenah Avenue near the Holy Family Catholic and St. Dominic
Savio schools for its students.

Although these schools have been in session for some years, a reduced speed school zone was
not installed on Neenah Avenue because it was a dead end near St. Dominic Savio school. As a

result, the majority of the users driving to the end of Neenah Avenue were solely accessing the
schools, were aware of the increased pedestrian activity in the area, and assumed to be driving
appropriately for roadway conditions. However, Neenah Avenue was extended through Pearson
Ranch Road in June 2016 resulting, in an increase of traffic in the vicinity of the existing
crosswalk on Neenah Avenue. As a result, a reduced speed school zone of 20 miles per hour
(mph) was installed on Neenah Avenue from 260 feet east of Solera Drive to 770 feet east of
Solera Drive in August 2016 (see Figure 1).

Neenah Avenue was subsequently widened in February 2019 between Olive Hill Drive and west
of Iveans Way from a two-lane, undivided street to four-lane street,with a two-way center turn
lane. With Neenah Avenue functioning as a Level 3 street (minor arterial), the posted speed
limit on Neenah Avenue was changed from 30 miles per hour (mph) to 35 mph in October 2019.
This also includes the section of Neenah Avenue with the crosswalk.

The following information was collected and analyzed for this determination.

School Zone Investigation 1 Neenah Ave-Holy Family and St. Dominic Savio Schools
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EXHIBIT A

Proximity of the School Crossing to the School
The Holy Family Catholic and St. Dominic Savio schools are located at 9400 and 9300 Neenah
Avenue, respectively. There is a marked pedestrian crosswalk across Neenah Avenue
approximately 500 feet east of the intersection of Neenah Avenue and Solera Drive. This
crosswalk is used by students living in the residential area along the south side of Neenah
Avenue. Based on field observations and input from the school and parents, some students also
cross at the intersection of Neenah Avenue and Solera Drive.

Presence of Adult Crossing Guard or Student Safety Patrol
The City of Austin's Safe Routes to School Program does not have an adult crossing guard
stationed at this crosswalk to assist students with crossing Neenah Avenue.

Sight Distance
There are ng sight distance problems within the limits of the proposed school zone on Neenah
Avenue. i
Sidewalks and Ramps
There is a marked pedestrian crosswalk across Neenah Avenue approximately 500 feet east of
the intersection of Neenah Avenue and Solera Drive which connects to sidewalks which are

present on both sides of Neenah Avenue.

Recommendation
Since the installation of a reduced speed school zone of 20 mph on Neenah Avenue from 260
feet east of Solera Drive to 770 feet east of Solera Drive in August 2016, Neenah Avenue was

widened in February 2019 between Olive Hill Drive and west of Iveans Way from a two-lane,
undivided street to four-lane street,with a two-way center turn lane. Also, the posted speed limit
on Neenah Avenue was changed from 30 miles per hour (mph) to 35 mph in October 2019
because Neenah Avenue functions as a Level 3 street (minor arterial).

Based on the analysis of the information provided in the above sections, it is recommended that
the limits of existing reduced speed school zones be revised to a length more appropriate for the
operating speed of Neenah Avenue. As a result, a reduced speed school zones of 20 miles per
hour (mph) should be installed on Neenah Avenue from 32 feet west of Solera Drive to 770 feet
east of Solera Drive (see Figure 2)

School Zone Investigation 2 Neenah Ave-Holy Family and St. Dominic Savio Schools
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