D4-1
HiSTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 28, 2020
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2020-000352
1807 W. 36™ STREET
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1939 house and detached garage.
ARCHITECTURE

One-story L-plan house with shallow eaves, steeply pitched front gable, shed-roofed covered porch
supported by turned posts, and 6:6 wood windows. The house is clad in asbestos shingles and the
garage in board-and-batten siding.

RESEARCH

The house and garage at 1807 W. 36th Street was built as a rental property in 1939 by Gus Borner.
Its first occupants were Kermit and Mildred Dillard. Dillard was an electrician who also worked
in real estate; the Dillards married in 1937. Though they divorced in 1940, both are listed as
living in the house until 1941. Dillard was later arrested and imprisoned for shooting a neighbor
at 1901 W. 39th Street, though he later appealed his five-year sentence. After Dillard’s departure,
the home was briefly occupied by automotive shop owners Harold T. and Clara Armstrong.

The home’s longest-term resident was Minerva Davis, a 30-year veteran employee of the Selective
Services System. A longtime Austin resident, Davis retired to Fort Worth in the late 1960s,
leaving her home of nearly twenty years.

STAFF COMMENTS

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-
352). The property may demonstrate significance according to City Code:

a) Architecture. The building has Tudor Revival and Minimal Traditional influences.

b) Historical association. The building does not appear to have historical associations.

c) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic,
or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the
city, the neighborhood, or a demographic group.

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with
artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, then relocation over demolition, then release the
permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION
Photos




Occupancy History

City Directory Research, 2020
Note: Due to facility closure, post-1959 directory research is unavailable.

1939 Address not listed

1941 Kermit C. and Mildred Dillard, renters
Real estate

1944 Kermit C. Dillard, renter

1947 Harold T. and Clara M. Armstrong, owners
Armstrong Automotive Supply Co.

1949 Harold T. and Clara M. Armstrong, owners
Armstrong Automotive Supply Co.

1952 Minerva Davis, owner
Stenographer, Selective Service System

1955 Minerva Davis, owner
Stenographer, Selective Service System

1957 Minerva Davis, owner
Stenographer, Selective Service System

1959 Minerva Davis, owner

Biographical Information

Se]ectlve Service Alde

Retlres Wlth 30 Years

Miss Mlnerva Davls, 1807
West | 36th Streel, Selective
Service ~ employe with _the
longest -perfod of service in
Texas, will retire Friday,

‘Miss Davis, a native of
Gonzales = who has lived in
Austin most of her life, where
she affended high school, has
completed more than 27 years
with the draft agency.

‘She began as an cmploye of
the Sclective Service Sysiem
Qct. 15, 1940, scrving as a clerk-
stenographer when Brig. Gen. J.
Watlt Page was state Sclective
Service director.

Miss Davis will close out her
service  with the agency as
secretary to Lt Col. Walter A.
Gaetjens, the state procurement
and fiscal officer.

'On three occasions, in 1957,
1061, and 1062, Miss Davis was
recognized with cash awards by
the government for superior

|Fort Worth

wurk pcrformunce. ln 1959 ]MU
and 1861, -she was oftlclally
rated an “outstan dlng"
employe.

Miss Davis wlll be honorcd by

fellow employes Thursday at a

noon luncheon at . Christie's
restaurant, where she will be
presented an official retirement
emblem.

Prior (o working for bclecllvc
Service, Miss Davls served from
1926 to 1040 with the Adjutant
Generul’s Department at Camp
Mabry as a seeretary;

Miss Davis plans 1o live in
‘after her
retirement.

The Austin Statesman: Apr 25, 1968
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UP! Telepholo
well, 15 years; Mrs. Kathryn Ull
rich, 15 years; and Miss Minerve
/) Davis, 25 years. Left to right at rear
ifor-lengthy- are Mrs, Ruth Henderson and Mrs,
‘right in'the front.Tow are State Di-  Adella Barnes, 15 years; Lieutenant
rector.Colonel Morris S, Schwarts, Colonel Charles M. Duncan, 10
jéars;: ‘Mrs. 'Lucy A, Cald-  years; and Charles Watts, 15 years.

The Austin Statesman- Feb 9, 1966

Police Hle
Murder Charge
In Austin Death

Kermit Dillard Held
For Fatal Shooting
Of Tom H. Davis Jr.

.

Kermit Curtis Dillard, 43, was
charged with murder Saturday aft-
erngon in Justice Tom E, Johnson's
court in a complaint fited by police
following an investigation into cir-
cumstiances surrounding the fatal
shooting of Tom H. Davis Jr, 43-
year-old mmbulance driver of the
Cook Funeral Home.

Davis was found shol to death
Saturday at 1:35 a. m. in the dining
room at a residence at 1901 West
39th Street.

Arreat Made at House

Dillard was arrested at the house
where the shooting reportedly oc-
curred-at 1:55 a. m. Saturday and
lodged in the city joil, where he
was questioned later by police de-
tectives. Detective Captain  Ted
Klaus said a woman cye-witness in
the shooting also was questioned
and the complaint filed on the ba-
sis of her testimony to the officers.
Klaus said two other witnesses
will be questioned Mater as police
planned to continue their probe
of the case.

The Austin American- Jun 8, 1947
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