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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 16, 2020
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS (PARTIAL)
GF-2020-119343
1113 W. 22> HALF STREET

PROPOSAL

Construct second-floor and rear additions, modify the entrance and chimney, change window
openings, replace windows, demolish a detached garage, and construct an accessory dwelling
unit (ADU).

ARCHITECTURE

1-story, rectangular-plan house capped by a combination hipped and gabled roof and clad in
brick. Features include 1-over-1 wood-sash windows and an exterior brick chimney.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

The proposed project includes six parts:

1) Remove brick and stone knee walls at the uncovered entry porch and construct a new
covered front porch. The new porch features arched brick openings, a gabled roof, and
stucco cladding.

2) Construct a second-floor addition set back approximately 12’ from the front wall of the
house. The addition is clad in lap cementitious siding and features a hipped roof, an
eyebrow dormer clad in stucco, and fixed and casement windows; the sash material is yet
to be determined.

3) Cover the brick chimney with stucco and alter its form.

4) Alter most window openings.

5) Replace all windows with fixed and casement windows, sash material to be determined.

6) Construct a 1-story rear addition

7) Demolish a detached garage. The garage is capped with a hipped roof and clad in wood
siding, and features at least one 6-over-6 wood sash window and paired wood garage
doors.

8) Construct a 2-story accessory dwelling unit (ADU). The building has a footprint of 633
square feet, a hipped roof, and lap cementitious siding. Features include casement and
other windows, some arched; a fully glazed door; and a corner entry porch with a Classical
Revival-style column.

9) Construct a wood deck and trellis between the principal building and new ADU.

RESEARCH

The property was occupied by a series of short-term renters, some of whom were prominent
in the city, state, and country. Walter S. Adkins (occupant ca. 1932-35) was a nationally
known geologist who worked at UT’s Bureau of Economic Geology. Ralph Yarborough served
as a state district judge when he lived in the property (1937). He was elected a U.S. senator
in 1957, where he broke with other Southern legislators to champion progressive causes.
Stuart S. and Matilda Dabaghi Nemir lived in the property in 1941, before moving into their
longtime home next door. According to neighbors, the Nemirs owned a dry goods store on
Guadalupe Street before purchasing then-decade-old Dirty Martin’s Kum-bak Place in 1936.
Hugo Leipziger (occupant ca. 1944-47) established an undergraduate program in city
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planning at UT in the late 1930s, later serving as director of the university’s graduate
program in community and regional planning.

STAFF COMMENTS

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain a high degree of integrity.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-
2-352). The property may demonstrate significance according to City Code:

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Architecture. The building is an intact example of Classical Revival and Tudor Revival
stylistic influences.

Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical
associations. Though a number of its residents were historically significant figures
locally, statewide, and nationally, none of those residents lived in the house for a
substantial length of time. Therefore, their associations with the property do not rise
to the level of significance required for historic landmark designation.

Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a demographic group.

Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the partial demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation
Package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a
narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal \
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
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approximate relative location of property boundaries.

1 "= 250 ' This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

]

Primary (1101'1?]51) fpade of 1113 W. 22nd Half Street. Source: Google Street View, Februa

g

ry 2019.
Occupancy History
City Directory Research completed by Historic Preservation Office staff, August 2020

Note: Due to facility closure, post-1959 directory research was unavailable.

[Property addressed as 1013 W. 22nd Half Street]
1927 Address not listed

1929 F. B. and Vivian Crawford, renters
Gas sales inspector, State Highway Department

1930 F. B. and Vivian Crawford, renters
Gas sales inspector, State Highway Department

1932 Walter S. and Mary M. Adkins, renters
Geologist, UT (Walter); instructor, UT (Mary)

1935 Walter S. and Mary M. Adkins, renters
Occupation not listed (Walter); instructor, UT (Mary)

1937 Ralph W. and Opal Yarborough, renters
Judge, Travis County 53¢ Judicial District (4t floor court house)
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1939 E. dJ. and Effie L. Tucker
Salesman, S. W. Life Insurance Co.

1941 Stuart S. and Matilda Nemir, owners
Real estate, employer not listed

[Property addressed as 1113 W. 22nd Half Street]

Hugo P. and Martha Leipziger, renters

Carlos G. and Shirley M. Rogers, renters

Clyde H. and Claudine Messer, renters

Attorney, State Employment Commission

Clyde H. and Claudine Messer, renters

Attorney, State Employment Commission

Clyde H. and Claudine Messer, renters

Attorney, State Employment Commission

1944
Instructor, UT
1947 Hugo P. Leipziger, renter
Occupation not listed
1949
Manager, Sears, Roebuck & Co.
1952
1955
1957
1959 Lou G. Kirk, renter

Occupation not

listed

Biographical Information

World-Famed Geologist,
. S. Adkins, Dies Here

W, 5 Adkins,  isternaiional |!-'|

{amnus  palrantelnzist and  strali-
grapher and waorld  authorily '.‘m|
Mesazoic strata, died gl his heme|
of a heart allack early Saturday,
He was B

HWe s survived by his widow,
Mary Crace Adking of Bee Caves
Ragd. )

Adking, a nalive of lLake Cily,
Temn., came tn Texas in 1919 fa
jnin the Bureau  of  Fennomic
Gieolngy af the University af Tex-
as afler receiving a Dacheler of
Science degree from (he Univer-
sty nf  Teanessee  Inilowed by
graduate courses al Columbéa and
the Sorbenne in Paris.

e left the Burcau in 1921 In

Hanal recopnition for his reports)ingical Congress at Mexico City

an rock siudies. in Evrope. whrre he delivered a rﬁ[:mi.:h i
i sl (Il b e
dkins was a member of many | Graveside services wi
:h’.‘i’::‘ﬂt'lfif spricties including thefal I pan. Sunday b Auztin Me
Genlngieal Society of America and mngial Park with De. R-uimrll Led.
(e Amorican Associalion of P} hetier, director of - the  Wesloy
{eoloum Genlogists, Fandalion in Austin,d oificialing.

rorve with the Aguila 0il Company || He recently roturned  from &
in Mexica, but relurned to the ||meeling of the International Ger-
Universily in 1925 1o serve nine|'
mare years on Lhe stall of the
Bureaw

In 1334 he deined the Shell Ol
Company as research slratigraply
or with which he was assnciated
uiil his rolurement bno 1950,

Upon retirement five years agn,
Adkins softled in Austin and be-
came consultant ia the RBurepn ol

Weel-Corley Funeral Home will
|Im in- charge of arrangements,

Freonomie Geology at the Uni-
versity. )
He waz an aulhoerity  on  Lhe

Cretareenus ora of Texas and Mex-
fen and wrole many papers - anid
repords  during his career,  His
slinfics wrenl cven farther  aliclid
anel ke peecived furlbor indernas

Obituary for W. S. Adkins, The Austin American, 9/23/1956.
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Yarborough, Ralph Webster (19003—-1996)

By Mark Odintz for the Handbook of Texas

YARBOROUGH, RALPH WEBSTER (1903-1996).Ralph Webster "Smilin' Ralph"
Yarborough, United States senator and leader of the liberal wing of the Democratic

party in Texas, was born at Chandler, Texas, on June 8, 1903, the seventh of nine
children of Charles Richard and Nannie Jane (Spear) Yarborough. He attended local
schools and developed a youthful fascination for military history. He was appointed to
the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1919 but dropped out the following
year. He taught school for a time while attending classes at Sam Houston State
Teachers College, paid his way through the University of Texas by working at various
jobs, and graduated from the law school in 1927. Yarborough married Opal Warren in
1928; they had one son. After several years with an El Paso law firm that included
William Henry Burges and William Ward Turney among its partners, Yarborough was
hired as an assistant attorney general in 1931 and was given special responsibility for
the interests of the Permanent School Fund. Over the next four years he gained
recognition by winning several cases against the Magnolia Petroleum Company and other
major oil companies and successfully establishing the right of public schools and
universities to oil-fund revenues. The million-dollar settlement he won in the Mid-Kansas
case was the second-largest in Texas history at that time, and his work ultimately
secured billions of dollars for public education. In 1936 Governor James Allred appointed
Yarborough to a state district judgeship in Austin; Yarborough was elected to that office
later the same year.

He made his first bid for statewide elective office in 1938, when he came in third in the
race for attorney general. He served in the Texas National Guard in the 1930s and joined
the United States Army in World War II; he served in Europe and the Pacific in the
Ninety-seventh Division and ended the war as a lieutenant colonel with a Bronze Star
and a Combat Medal. After the surrender he spent eight months with the military
government of occupation in Japan. In 1946 he returned to Austin and resumed law
practice. In the Democratic primary of 1952 Yarborough challenged incumbent
governor R. Allan Shivers and lost. The campaign was the first of many in one-party
Texas in which Yarborough was aligned with the progressive or liberal wing of the
Democratic party against conservatives like Shivers. A second primary loss to Shivers
in 1954 was characterized by harsh campaign attacks on both sides, as Yarborough
accused Shivers of wrongdoing in the Veteran's Land Board Scandal and Shivers
countered by claiming that Yarborough supported integration and was backed by
Communist labor unions. He lost another bid for the governorship to senator Marion
Price Daniel, Sr., in 1956 in a close run-off campaign. When Daniel vacated his senatorial
seat in 1957, Yarborough joined the field for the office with twenty-one other candidates
and squeaked through the primary with 38 percent of the vote to join Lyndon B.

Johnson in the Senate. Yarborough received the support of organized labor, the newly
organized Democrats of Texas, and the recently founded Texas Observer.

In the Senate, Yarborough established himself as a very different Democrat than the
majority of his southern colleagues. After refusing to support a resolution opposing
desegregation, he became one of only five southern senators to vote for the Civil Rights


https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/wad01
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/wad01
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ftu13
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/khp01
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/dom01
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fal42
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/qnt02
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/npwnj
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsh40
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/veterans-land-board-scandal
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fda94
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fda94
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fjo19
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fjo19
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/edt12
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Act of 1957. He defeated wealthy conservative Democrat William A. "Dollar Bill" Blakley
in the primary and Republican Ray Wittenburg in the election to win a full term in 1958.
In 1960 Yarborough sponsored the Senate resolution leading to the Kennedy-Nixon
television debate, a crucial event in the election and a model for subsequent
presidential campaigns. In 1963 Yarborough was present at the Kennedy assassination;
many believe his feud with conservative governor John B. Connally led to his sitting in the
second car in the motorcade rather than with the president. Yarborough defeated
George H. W. Bush, future president of the United States, in the senatorial race of 1964.
In his years in the senate Yarborough supported many of the key bills of LBJ's Great
Society and pressed for legislative action in the fields of civil rights, education, public
health, and environmental protection. He voted for the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and was
one of only three southerners to support the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Yarborough
served for years on the Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee, of which he
became chairman in 1969. He sponsored or cosponsored the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (1965), the Higher Education Act (1965) the Bilingual
Education Act (1967), and the updated Gl Bill of 1966. He was also an advocate for
such public-health measures as the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the
Community Mental Health Center Act, and the National Cancer Act of 1970. A strong
supporter of preserving the environment, he co-wrote the Endangered Species Act of
1969 and sponsored the legislation establishing three national wildlife sanctuaries in
Texas-Padre Island National Seashore (1962), Guadalupe Mountains National Park (1966),
and Big Thicket National Preserve (1971). His interest in the preservation of Texas
historical sites led him to sponsor bills to make Fort Davis, Jeff Davis County (see FORT
DAVIS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE) and the Alibates Flint Quarries national monuments.

Through his support of the social welfare legislation of the 1960s Yarborough further
identified himself with the goals of the national Democratic party and further distanced
himself from the moderate-conservative state Democratic party. In 1970 Lloyd Bentsen,
Jr., upset him in the senatorial primary and went on to gain the Senate seat.
Yarborough's last attempt at political office, a run at John G. Tower's Senate seat in
1972, did not make it past the primary, where he was defeated by Barefoot Sanders.
Yarborough returned to the practice of law in Austin. As an avid bibliophile and collector
of Western Americana and Texana, he amassed a substantial library and numbered J.
Frank Dobie among his friends and supporters. Dobie called Yarborough "perhaps the
best-read man that Texas has ever sent to Washington." Yarborough wrote an
introduction to Three Men in Texas: Bedichek, Webb and Dobie (1967) and contributed
to Lincoln for the Ages (1964). He died in Austin on January 27, 1996. and was buried
in the State Cemetery. He is regarded by many as one of the great figures in the Texas
progressive tradition, a gregarious politician who campaigned in the old energetic, back-
slapping style and who cared deeply about the social welfare of the people and believed

that it could be significantly improved through government action.
From the Handbook of Texas, accessed 9/25/2020.
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STUART S, NEMIR SR

R

Stuart S. Nemir Sr., 71, 1115
W: 221, died at his home
Tuesday. He had been a
resident of Austin for the past
36 years, and was a member of
the First Southern Presbyterian
Church. Mr, Nemir was a
mémber of University Lodge
1100 AF&AM, and the Travis
Chapler No. 472 of the Eastern
Star. .

Survivors are his wife, Mrs,
Matilda Nemir, Austin: two
sons, Dr. Stuart Nemir Jr., and
Charles Nemir bhoth of Austin:
one sister, Mrs. Salimi Bassilla,
Calil.; and seven grandchildren,

Funeral services will be held
Thursday at 2 p.m. at Weed.
Corley Funeral Home. Rev.
Frank Walker will officiate and
burial will be in  Austin
Memorial Park.

Pallbearers will be Fred A.
Gillum, Gordon M. Griffin Sr.,
Tom P. de Steiguer, J, Adoue
Parker, Charles Ludwig and Dr,
Tinsley Smith.

lionorary pallbearers will be
Hehry Kluge, Claude E. Hill,
Dr, Wilbur C. Treadwell Sr. and

P. ,J Hubert, i
!
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Obituary for Stuart S. Nemir Sr., The Austin Statesman, 820/1969.

As H ousmg Consultant .

USPHA Names UT Pru{essnr

liuge Leipziger-Pearce, Uni-
versity of Texas professor of|
arghilecture and planndng, has
been named a consultunt to the
U5, Public Housing Administra-
tion on the design af muli-fan-
IL} housing and !‘WI.HII'II:' Tor Lhe)

aged,

Prof. Lelpziger will be a con-
Sultanl 1o the PHA'S centeal of-
fice In Washinglon, [. C.. a5
well as Il-i reglonal offices and
Hirectior

The PHA sitid the mumlhnl

rogram is designed o “raiseconsuliant o the urban plnnnmq.,l.

the level of dtsl::n palr't:urhrll

s i applies lo iniproving the
plunning of all housing in (his
feountry, o achieve the proper
enwironmoent for this nation.”
Prof. Leipziger came o UT
im 1002 o establish an under-
eraduate progeam in clly plan-
ning with suppord (rom  thel
Rockeleller Foundalbon,  Since

PJ-I?"I"EIII'I] graduaie  program
in c-ummuml; ang  regionnl
planining,

1952 e has directed an inde-]

Hle has been a supervising

issislance program |dr|.1m|s|c-r

wousing authorityf, 17 T480-51 I1c| American Instityle of Planners,

Fer\'ﬂl 8 A speclal consulinnlj! Prof. Leipziger hus
|

nlng 1o the U.5. Depirtment of|,
tate and the U8, 1ligh Com-
missloncr 1o Germany. In thal

el he State Depariment ofjcepacity he supervised the site
Hes :ﬁ, since 1057, w selection for 16 U. 5. Informa.

A matlve of Germany, Profjmane

lsrl archileciure and ity phin-

been @ viss
iiling professor al the Unlversity
1af Narth Carolina and Yale l.lnl
teersily,

lion Service cenlers in Gerd|

Leipziger was o reglomul di-] 4 mombor of the _,-,lﬂﬂﬁ,;-;.n'
reclor of BPEWOG (the Germanlinstiiie  of  Archilects  andd !

The Austin Statesman, 3/10/1965.
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Toptc IsF uture Through City Plannmg

At Your Future
Through City Planning" Is the top-

HA L‘m
ic of & panel discussion &lated by

the Women's Architectural League

of Austin for Jan. 168 at & lunch.
con,
Laelﬂz!ger - Pearce s8 moderatar,

Mayor Lester Palmer and

Mrs. Charles Mitchell as panelists.

The luncheon will be held at
noon at Munleipal Alrport dining
room. Hostesses will be Mrs. Mad-
ison Mills and Mrs. David C.

Graeber,

Because the Informative pro-
gram will offer interested citizens
an opportunity to learn mare
nbout future plans for thelr city,
Ithe League hns extended invita-
tions {o other Austin groups {6 at-
tend the-luncheon, The panel dis-
cussion will be supplemented with
an exhibit of models of planning
proposals for Austin's ecentral
business dlsiriet and the town lake
by advanced sludenls in archltee-
ture at The Unlverslly ol Texas,
where Mr. Lelpziger is professor
of architecture and planning. The
models will be on d!splay in the
Alrport lobby during the luncheon,

*

Professor Leipziger has been In
charge of the city planning pro-
gram at UT since 1939 when he
recejved a three - year Rockefel.
ler Grant. Since 1942 he has pub-
lished proposals for architectural
research &8s leamwork between
medicine, physical and soclal sci.
ence, and design, cited as a rec-
ognized necessity today. Among
his published works is “The Archi-
teclonle City In the Americas.”

He has extensive experience as
planning consultant and architect
in Europe, Australia and the Unit-
ed States, including various Texns
communities for which he has

featuring Professor Hugo

served as cily planning consultant,
He authored the recent “Irving
Comprehensive . Deyelopment
Plan,” designed for 365,000 people
between Amon Carter Internation.
al Alrport and the western indus-
trinl districts ol Dallas,

As speclal consultant to the US
Depariment of State and the US
High Commissioner In Germany
fn 1950 and 1951, he evalumied
German reconstruction plans in
conneclion with the. establishment
of the US Information Center pro-
gram in 16 of the largest cilies,

including Berlin, Among other new
Amerika Haus projects, he wasf;

The Austin Statesman, 1/10/1962.

D.2-9

design . consultant for the US: L.i-
bhrary and Cultural Center In ‘E3-
gen, now Eerving the vast Induntrl-
al Ruhr complex,

x

Professor Lelpzt er recelved
awards for his conlributions at the!
12th International Congress of Ar-
chitects In Budapest in 1932, and
In 1938 for the best agricuitu ral de-
sign In Australla with Sir Arthur
Stephenson, .

In 185152 he was visiling pro-
fessor at North Caroling, and In
February - March of 1960, he waa
visiting critic at Yale Unlversily.
fe 15 & member of the Natlonal
Committee on Research and Grad-
uate Studles of the Assoclalion ol
Collegiate Schools of Archilecture.

Since 1957 he has served as su-
pervising  consullant lo Texas'
""State Planning Assislance Pro-
gram," administered by the State
Health Deparlment.

birs. Mitchell, who served [ur
six years on the City Planning
Commisslon, was also on the Ciil-
zen's City Charter Commiltee,
which helped in the adoption ol
the Charter in 1953, A past presi-
dent of the League of Women
Voters, she Is serving on i'he
Board of the Pan American Rec.
reation Assoclation. She s direc-
tar of public relations and adver-

tislng for the Tex_as State Bank.
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Building Permits .
e
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Water tap permit issued to E. F. Smith, 8/3/] 927.

Another water tap permit was issued for the property in 1936. No other building permits are on
file with the City.
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