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City Council 
Direction



April 2020 –
Early Efforts



May 2020 -
First 5 Miles

• Installed quickly
• Approximately 5 miles
• Criteria included:

• Lack of park space
• Disproportionate COVID 

impacts
• Lack of comfort for 

people walking or 
bicycling using existing 
infrastructure

• Alternative to crowded 
trail system

• Connection to existing 
infrastructure



July 2020 –
Another 5 miles

• Installed after public 
engagement process

• Selected for geographic 
diversity and preference 
based on community 
feedback

• Focused on 
neighborhoods further 
north and south of 
existing streets



Full Program
• 12 miles
• 25 street segments
• 6 Council Districts
• Using a combination of treatments, 

including:
• “Curb Extensions” through 

barricades/barrels
• Outside lane closures
• Chicanes using barrels
• Connections to existing trails and 

bikeways
• 35 Block Captains
• 2 City Departments
• 6 Divisions





"I was considering moving to 
the country since my job is 

now fully remote forever, the 
cost/benefit of living in town 
has gone upside down. But 

this Healthy Streets initiative 
changed my mind."

"Seeing neighbors, kids, and 
families out and about 

enjoying life has given a 
renewed sense of happiness 

with our previously congested 
city. Austin I am so happy you 

have been a leader in this 
movement around the 

country."

"Something is not 
working here. I don't like 
the way it's currently set 

up."



Current Status

• Initiated slow wind down
• Presently maintaining 5 miles on 8 

street segments in 4 Council Districts
• Evaluating use and balancing with 

costs, staff capacity and operational 
changes



Slow Streets Pilot Program

• A component of the Sidewalk and 
Urban Trails plan update. 

• Will result in a toolkit comprised of a 
variety of treatments for various 
contexts.

• Involves developing criteria/threshold 
for candidate slow/shared streets as 
well as a selection, design, 
delivery and evaluation process

• Goal is to develop up to 10 candidate 
streets for implementation in a pilot 
program.



Related Work

• Speed Management Program
• Neighborhood Bikeways
• Protected Intersections
• Congress Avenue Interim Safety and 

Mobility Improvements
• Pedestrian Crossings



austintexas.gov/healthystreets

healthystreets@austintexas.gov
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