
CITY OF AUSTIN 
Board of Adjustment 

Decision Sheet 
E-2 

 
DATE: Monday NOVEMBER 9, 2020 CASE NUMBER: C15-2020-0054 

 
 
___N____Brooke Bailey   
___Y____Jessica Cohen 
___Y____Ada Corral    
___Y____Melissa Hawthorne  
___Y____William Hodge  
___N____Don Leighton-Burwell 
___Y____Rahm McDaniel  
___N____Darryl Pruett    
___Y____Veronica Rivera   
___Y____Yasmine Smith   
___-____Michael Von Ohlen  OUT 
___-____Kelly Blume (Alternate)   N/A 
___-____Martha Gonzalez (Alternate)  N/A 
___N____Donny Hamilton (Alternate)  
 
APPLICANT: Mari Russ 
 
OWNER: Matthew Satter 
 
ADDRESS: 3612 GOVALLE AVE    
 
VARIANCE REQUESTED: The applicant is requesting a variance(s) from the Land 
Development Code, Section 25-2-774 (Two-Family Residential Use) (C) (5)  
(a) to increase the total area of a Second Dwelling Unit; unit not to exceed 1,100 
total square feet or Floor to Area Ratio of 0.15, whichever is smaller (maximum 
allowed) to 2,000 square feet (requested) and 
(b) to increase the second floor area of a Second Dwelling Unit; 550 square feet 
on second floor (maximum allowed) to 1,100 square feet (requested) in order to 
erect an Accessory Dwelling Unit in an “SF-3-NP”, Single-Family Residence-
Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (Govalle Neighborhood Plan) 
 
Note:  25-2-774 (C) The Second Dwelling Unit: (5) may not exceed: (a) 1,100 total 
square feet or a floor-to-area ration of 0.15, whichever is smaller; and (b) 550 
square feet on the second story, if any; and (6) may not be used as a Short Term 
Rental for more than 30 days in a calendar year if the second dwelling unit was 
constructed after October 1, 2015. 
 
BOARD’S DECISION: BOA MEETING OCT 12, 2020 The public hearing was closed 
by Chair Don Leighton-Burwell, Board Member William Hodge motions to 
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Postpone to November 9, 2020, Board Member Darryl Pruett seconds on an 11-0 
vote; POSTPONED TO NOVEMBER 9, 2020. 
Nov 9 2020 The public hearing was closed by Chair Don Leighton-Burwell, Board 
Member Melissa Hawthorne motions to Grant, Board Member Rahm McDaniel 
seconds on a 7-4 vote (Board members Brooke Bailey, Don Leighton-Burwell, 
Darryl Pruett, Donny Hamilton nay); DENIED. 
 
FINDING: 
 
1.  The Zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use 

because: providing a secondary unit on rear side of primary unit only allows 1100 sf 
less limiting amount redevelopment in order to preserve the structure in front and 
keep its context the scale and mass of the neighborhood allowing larger structure 
back while still needing all the other development regulations 

 
2.  (a) The hardship for which the variance is requested is unique to the property in that: 

has an original structure from the 20’s/30’s structure and context and mass of the 
road is consistent.  

 
     (b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because: 
 most of the lots don’t contain original structure as they have been demolished 
 and the ones that have some context are putting larger units towards the rear. 
 
3.  The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not 

impair the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of 
the regulations of the zoning district in which the property is located because: 

 it is supported by neighborhood association and most of properties are general in 
this area have smaller units in front and larger units in rear. 

 
 
 
______________________________              ____________________________ 
Elaine Ramirez             Don Leighton-Burwell 
Executive Liaison     Chairman 
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From: Mari Russ [mailto:   
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 10:30 AM 
To: Ramirez, Elaine <Elaine.Ramirez@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: Re: Denied Cases C15-2020-0054 / 3612 Govalle Ave 

 

 

 
Hi Elaine, 
We would like to o the board to review our case again.  We understand the board's 
interest in their request to retain the position of the front door, windows, and portico in 
order to preserve the historical age home and honor the context of the 
neighborhood.  With this in mind, we would like to present new evidence in the form of 
additional architectural drawings (plans, elevations). 
 
We appreciate your time and consideration. 
 

All the best,  
 
 

mari claire russ, RA 

 

drophouse design | design.fab.build 
444 e st. elmo a2 | austin, tx 78745 

 
o: 512.425.0024 

c: 504.301.7397 
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐000

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
COVER SHEET

11/19/2020

3612 GOVALLE AVE
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐001

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
RECONSIDERATION REQUEST

11/20/20

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION

DEAR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ‐

OUR PREVIOUS PROPOSAL AND SUBSEQUENT DENIAL WERE BASED ON THE DIFFERING 
VIEWPOINTS BETWEEN THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF REHABILITATION OR 
PRESERVATION FOR THE EXISTING STRUCTURE.

UNDERSTANDING THAT THE FIELD OF PRESERVATION CONTAINS SUBJECTIVITY, WE 
APPRECIATE THE STANDARD THE BOARD DECIDED TO UPHOLD.  WE HAVE ADJUSTED 
OUR PROPOSAL BASED ON THAT STANDARD.  PLEASE REVIEW OUR REVISED REQUEST 
THAT RETAINS THE POSITION OF THE FRONT DOOR, WINDOWS, AND A PORTICO ON 
THE STREET FACADE OF THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURE WHILE ALSO MAINTAINING OUR 
PREVIOUS PROPOSAL ELEMENTS OF MATERIALITY AND SCALE.  

OUR CLARIFIED RESPONSE

"REHABILITATION AS A TREATMENT IS DEFINED AS THE ACT OR PROCESS OF MAKING 
POSSIBLE A COMPATIBLE USE FOR A PROPERTY THROUGH REPAIR, ALTERATIONS, AND 
ADDITIONS WHILE PRESERVING THOSE PORTIONS OR FEATURES WHICH CONVEY IT'S 
HISTORICAL, CULTURAL, OR ARCHITECTURAL VALUE."

‐ GRIMMER, ANNE E. AND WEEKS, CAY D.  "NEW EXTERIOR ADDITIONS TO HISTORIC BUILDINGS: PRESERVATION CONCERNS".  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE GUIDANCE ON NEW ADDITIONS.  PRESERVATION BRIEFS; TECHNICAL PRESERVATION SERVICES.  
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how‐to‐preserve/briefs/14‐exterior‐additions.htm#summary
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐002

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN

11/19/2020
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐003

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT

11/19/2020

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT: 3600 BLOCK OF GOVALLE AVE.  

PER STEVE SADOWSKY SUPPORT LETTER: 
"THE GOVALLE NEIGHBORHOOD IS UNIQUE IN AUSTIN IN THAT IT 
DEVELOPED OUT OF A LARGE AGRICULTURAL TRACT WATERED BY 
BOGGY CREEK AND THE COLORADO RIVER.  MANY HOUSES DATING 
FROM THE 1930s, SUCH AS THIS ONE, REFLECT THE EARLY 
AGRICULTURAL WORKING CLASS HISTORY OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD.  
RESIDENTS WORKED AT AREA FARMS OR AT BLUE COLLAR 
OCCUPATIONS IN NEARBY AUSTIN.  WHILE THIS HOUSE MAY NOT 
QUALIFY AS AN INDIVIDUAL HISTORIC LANDMARK, ITS PRESERVATION IS 
IMPORTANT TO REFLECT THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD, AND WOULD BE  CONTRIBUTING TO A POTENTIAL 
GOVALLE HISTORIC DISTRICT."

GOVALLE AVE

KIRK AVE

G
UNTER ST
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3612 GOVALLE

2-STORY UNIT
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐004

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
VARIANCE REQUEST

11/19/2020

3612 GOVALLE AVE

IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE EXISTING 1937 COTTAGE WHICH SITES AT THE 
STREETFRONT ON 3612 GOVALLE AVE, THE OWNER IS REQUESTING AN 

SPECIFICALLY, A VARIANCE FROM 
25‐2‐774‐C‐5‐a: "SECOND DWELLING UNIT MAY NOT EXCEED: 1,100 TOTAL SQFT OR A 
FAR OF 0.15, WHICHEVER IS SMALLER"  
  ‐MAX ALLOWED: 1,100 SQFT ‐ THE OWNER IS REQUESTING 2,000 SQFT; 

25‐2‐774‐C‐5‐b: SECOND DWELLING UNIT MAY NOT EXCEED 550 SQFT ON THE SECOND 
STORY."  
‐MAX ALLOWABLE: 550 SQFT ‐ THE OWNER IS REQUESTING 1,100 SQFT.

FIRST FLOOR: 900 SQFT
SECOND FLOOR: 1,100 SQFT

VARIANCE REQUEST:

INCREASE IN ADU SQUARE FOOTAGE
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3612 GOVALLE

2-STORY UNIT
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐100

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
3612 GOVALLE

11/19/2020

3612 GOVALLE AVE
CHARACTER:
‐ SCALE (WIDTH, HEIGHT)
‐ ROOF: PITCH, MATERIAL
‐ SITE PLACEMENT, CONNECTION TO THE STREET
‐MATERIALS: SIDING
‐ OPENINGS
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3612 GOVALLE

2-STORY UNIT
2-STORY UNIT

444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐200

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
PROPOSED CONTEXT

11/19/2020

3612 GOVALLE AVE
CONTEXT:
‐ BOTH NEIGHBORS HAVE 2‐STORY UNITS IN THE REAR OF PROPERTY
‐ PROPERTY HAS GENEROUS MATURE TREE COVERAGE
‐ PROPOSED SCHEMATIC MASSING MATCHES GENERAL NEIGHBORHOOD BY KEEPING ONE‐STORY UNIT AT STREET FRONT

"BEYOND A SINGLE BUILDING, ENTIRE BLOCKS ARE OFTEN CLOSELY RELATED ARCHITECTURALLY BY THEIR FORM 
AND ALIGNMENT ... THE FIRST PLACE TO CONSIDER PLACING A NEW ADDITION IS IN A LOCATION WHERE THE LEAST 
AMOUNT OF CHARACTER DEFINING FEATURES WILL BE LOST.  IN MOST CASES, THIS WILL BE ON A SECONDARY SIDE 
OR REAR ELEVATION."
‐ GRIMMER, ET AL.

F-1/10



40' - 0"
40' - 0"

25' - 0"

15.5"
CHINABERRY

17.75" 
PECAN

23.5" 
PECAN 10.5"

CEDAR ELM

21.75"
PECAN

17.5" 
LIGUSTRUM

20.5"
CEDAR

PROPOSED 
REMODEL EXIST. 

680 SQFT
+ 150 SQFT ADDTION 
(~950 SQFT) 1-STORY 
WOOD STRUCTURE

EXISTING DRIVE 
TO REMAIN

WALK

WALK

5' SIDE SETBACK

5' SIDE SETBACK

10' R
E

A
R

 S
E

TB
A

C
K

S
 69° 47'17"E

 61.76

N 20°41'49"E 120.00'

N
 69°41'04"W

 61.20'

S 20°57'58"W 120.12'

LAWN

LAWN

PROPOSED ADU: 
2-STORY 

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
(~2,000 SQFT) LAWN

SETBACK

McMANSION BUILD LINE TENT #1
TENT #2 TENT #3

25 ' FR
O

N
T S

E
TB

A
C

K
 / 

M
C

M
A

N
S

IO
N

 B
U

ILD
 LIN

E

N

E.O. NEW WALL ON EXIST. UNIT

E.O. NEW ROOF ABOVE
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TREE REMOVED PER 
PERMIT 2020‐115059 TP

DRAWINGS NOT INTENDED FOR BIDDING, PERMITTING, OR CONSTRUCTION.

444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐201

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
PROPOSED SITE PLAN

11/19/2020
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THE PROPOSED PLAN PRESERVES THE EXISTING LOCATION OF THE FRONT 
DOOR, PORTICO AND EXISTING WINDOWS AT THE STREET FACADE.

DRAWINGS NOT INTENDED FOR BIDDING, PERMITTING, OR CONSTRUCTION.
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐202

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
SCHEMATIC FLOOR PLAN

11/19/20
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DRAWINGS NOT INTENDED FOR BIDDING, PERMITTING, OR CONSTRUCTION.
THE PROPOSED ELEVATION PRESERVES THE EXISTING LOCATION OF THE FRONT DOOR, PORTICO, AND 
EXISTING WINDOWS AT THE STREET FACADE.

444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐203

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
FRONT ELEVATION

11/19/2020
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐204

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
NEIGHBORING YARDS

11/19/2020

3610 GOVALLE AVE 3614 GOVALLE AVE
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐300

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
SUPPORT

11/19/2020
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐301

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
SUPPORT

11/19/2020
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CITY OF AUSTIN 
Board of Adjustment 

Decision Sheet 
C-3 

 
DATE: Monday October 12, 2020 CASE NUMBER: C15-2020-0054 

 
 
___Y____Brooke Bailey   
___Y____Jessica Cohen 
___-____Ada Corral   (OUT) 
___Y____Melissa Hawthorne  
___Y____William Hodge  
___Y____Don Leighton-Burwell 
___Y____Rahm McDaniel  
___Y____Darryl Pruett    
___Y____Veronica Rivera   
___-____Yasmine Smith  (OUT) 
___Y____Michael Von Ohlen  
___Y____Kelly Blume (Alternate)  
___Y____Martha Gonzalez (Alternate)  
___-____Donny Hamilton (Alternate)  N/A 
 
APPLICANT: Mari Russ 
 
OWNER: Matthew Satter 
 
ADDRESS: 3612 GOVALLE AVE    
 
VARIANCE REQUESTED: The applicant is requesting a variance(s) from the Land 
Development Code, Section 25-2-774 (Two-Family Residential Use) (C) (5)  
(a) to increase the total area of a Second Dwelling Unit; unit not to exceed 1,100 
total square feet or Floor to Area Ratio of 0.15, whichever is smaller (maximum 
allowed) to 2,000 square feet (requested) and 
(b) to increase the second floor area of a Second Dwelling Unit; 550 square feet 
on second floor (maximum allowed) to 1,100 square feet (requested) in order to 
erect an Accessory Dwelling Unit in an “SF-3-NP”, Single-Family Residence-
Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (Govalle Neighborhood Plan) 
 
Note:  25-2-774 (C) The Second Dwelling Unit: (5) may not exceed: (a) 1,100 total 
square feet or a floor-to-area ration of 0.15, whichever is smaller; and (b) 550 
square feet on the second story, if any; and (6) may not be used as a Short Term 
Rental for more than 30 days in a calendar year if the second dwelling unit was 
constructed after October 1, 2015. 
 
BOARD’S DECISION: BOA MEETING OCT 12, 2020 The public hearing was closed 
by Chair Don Leighton-Burwell, Board Member William Hodge motions to 

F-1/17



Postpone to November 9, 2020, Board Member Darryl Pruett seconds on an 11-0 
vote; POSTPONED TO NOVEMBER 9, 2020. 
 
FINDING: 
 
1.  The Zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use 

because: 
 
2.  (a) The hardship for which the variance is requested is unique to the property in that: 
 
     (b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because: 
 
3.  The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not 

impair the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of 
the regulations of the zoning district in which the property is located because: 

 
 
 
______________________________              ____________________________ 
Elaine Ramirez             Don Leighton-Burwell 
Executive Liaison     Chairman 
 
 
 

Diana Ramirez for 
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐000

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
COVER SHEET

10/23/2020

3612 GOVALLE AVE

F-1/19



444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐001

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
INTRODUCTION

10/23/20

INTRODUCTION

I WISH TO PROVIDE SOME CONTEXT AS TO WHY THIS DECISION IS IMPORTANT 
TO US AND HOW BOTH MY EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 
ENABLES ME TO BE SENSITIVE TO THE SAME CONCERNS THAT HAVE BEEN 
NOTED PREVIOUSLY BY THIS COMMITTEE.  IT IS MY HOPE THAT WITH THIS 
CONTEXT ‐ ALONG WITH CONSIDERATION OF THE TIME, EFFORT, AND COSTS 
ASSOCIATED IN PURSUIT OF THIS GOAL ‐ YOU ARE ABLE TO APPROVE THIS 
VARIANCE REQUEST.

IN 2011, I FOUNDED SHiP: STUDENTS FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION AT LSU, 
WHICH STILL OPERATES AS A STUDENT GROUP TODAY.  THE GROUP HAS BEEN 
INSTRUMENTAL IN BRINGING VISTING PROFESSORS TO INSTRUCT AT LSU 
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE'S FIRST COURSE ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION.  
STILL UNDER MY MENTORSHIP, IN 2012, SHiP WAS AWARDED FIRST PLACE IN 
THE CHARLES E. PETERSON PRIZE ‐ AN AWARD GIVEN BY THE NATIONAL PARK 
SERVCE OF THE US DEPARTMENT OF INTERIORS ‐ FOR DOCUMNETATION OF 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, AND CULTURAL LANDSCAPES.

MY TIME SPENT AT VIRGINIA TECH, THROUGH THE WASHINGTON ALEXANDRIA 
ARCHITECTURE CONSORTIUM (WAAC), PROVIDED MANY OPPURTINITIES 
INCLUDING SITTING ON HEARINGS REGARDING HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
DESIGN GUIDELINES.  I ALSO WAS HONORED TO INTERN AT THE NATIONAL 
BUILDING MUSEUM IN WASHINGTON DC ‐ OUR NATION'S MUSEUM THAT IS 
DEDICATED TO THE HISTORY AND IMPACT OF ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN.  
THE MUSEUM HAS A SPECIFIC FOCUS ON BUILDING HERITAGE, URBAN 
DESIGN, AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION. 
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐002

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN

08/17/20
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐003

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT

10/23/2020

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT: 3600 BLOCK OF GOVALLE AVE.  

PER STEVE SADOWSKY SUPPORT LETTER: 
"THE GOVALLE NEIGHBORHOOD IS UNIQUE IN AUSTIN IN THAT IT 
DEVELOPED OUT OF A LARGE AGRICULTURAL TRACT WATERED BY 
BOGGY CREEK AND THE COLORADO RIVER.  MANY HOUSES DATING 
FROM THE 1930s, SUCH AS THIS ONE, REFLECT THE EARLY 
AGRICULTURAL WORKING CLASS HISTORY OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD.  
RESIDENTS WORKED AT AREA FARMS OR AT BLUE COLLAR 
OCCUPATIONS IN NEARBY AUSTIN.  WHILE THIS HOUSE MAY NOT 
QUALIFY AS AN INDIVIDUAL HISTORIC LANDMARK, ITS PRESERVATION IS 
IMPORTANT TO REFLECT THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD, AND WOULD BE  CONTRIBUTING TO A POTENTIAL 
GOVALLE HISTORIC DISTRICT."

GOVALLE AVE

KIRK AVE

G
UNTER ST
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐004

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
SWEDISH COTTAGE

10/23/2020

SWEDISH LOG CABIN (1838)

FROM AUSTIN PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT, "SWEDISH LOG CABIN HISTORY":
"ZILKER GARDEN'S SWEDISH LOG CABIN AT AUSTIN, TEXAS IS AN AUTHENTIC FRONTIER 
HOME OF THE 1840'S, BUILT BY SWEDISH PIONEERS IN THE TRADITION OF THEIR 
ANCESTORS WHO HAD COME TO DELAWARE IN 1638."
   ...
THIS INCENTIVE BROUGHT THE FIRST SWEDISH SETTLER, S.M. SWENSON, TO TEXAS IN 
1838.  IN 1850, HE BOUGHT RANCHLAND EAST OF AUSTIN AND NAMED IT GOVALLE ‐
FROM 'GO VALL,' MEANING "GOOD GRAZING GROUND" IN SWEDISH DIALECT."

FROM ZILKER GARDEN CENTER:
"THIS PIONEER LOG CABIN IS ABOUT 167 YEARS OLD AND WAS BUILT AROUND 1838 ‐
BEFORE AUSTIN WAS A TOWN.  PREVIOUSLY OWNED BY A SCOTSMAN J.J. GRUMBLES 
AND LOCATED IN THE GOVALLE, EAST OF AUSTIN ON 400 ACRES OF FARM LAND WHICH 
WAS BOUGHT BY SVEN M. SWENSON IN THE 1850'S.  SWENSON AND HIS UNCLE, 
SVANTE PALM WERE MAINLY RESPONSIBLE FOR PROMOTING THE IMMIGRATION OF 
MANY THOUSANDS OF THEIR SMALAND COUNTRYMEN TO TEXAS HELPING TO SETTLE 
THE FRONTIER.

THIS TYPOLOGY IS SPECIFICALLY WHAT STEVE SADOWSKY REFERS TO WHEN 
CONVEYING THE IMPROTANCE OF REHABILITATING THE HISTORICAL AGE STRUCTURE.  

GOVALLE AGRICULTURAL COTTAGE TYPOLOGY 
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐005

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
VARIANCE REQUEST

10/23/2020

3612 GOVALLE AVE

IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE EXISTING 1937 COTTAGE WHICH SITES AT THE 
STREETFRONT ON 3612 GOVALLE AVE, THE OWNER IS REQUESTING AN 

SPECIFICALLY, A VARIANCE FROM 
25‐2‐774‐C‐5‐a: "SECOND DWELLING UNIT MAY NOT EXCEED: 1,100 TOTAL SQFT OR A 
FAR OF 0.15, WHICHEVER IS SMALLER"  
  ‐MAX ALLOWED: 1,100 SQFT ‐ THE OWNER IS REQUESTING 2,000 SQFT; 

25‐2‐774‐C‐5‐b: SECOND DWELLING UNIT MAY NOT EXCEED 550 SQFT ON THE SECOND 
STORY."  
‐MAX ALLOWABLE: 550 SQFT ‐ THE OWNER IS REQUESTING 1,100 SQFT.

FIRST FLOOR: 900 SQFT
SECOND FLOOR: 1,100 SQFT

VARIANCE REQUEST:

INCREASE IN ADU SQUARE FOOTAGE
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3612 GOVALLE

2-STORY UNIT
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐006

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
3612 GOVALLE

10/23/2020

3612 GOVALLE AVE
CHARACTER:
‐ SCALE (WIDTH, HEIGHT)
‐ ROOF: PITCH, MATERIAL
‐ SITE PLACEMENT, CONNECTION TO THE STREET
‐MATERIALS: SIDING
‐ OPENINGS: SIMILAR SCALE AND PROPORTION ON FACADE 
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐100

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
EXISTING PHOTOS

10/23/2020

FRONT OF 3612 GOVALLE AVE.
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3612 GOVALLE

2-STORY UNIT
2-STORY UNIT

444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐200

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
PROPOSED CONTEXT

10/23/20

3612 GOVALLE AVE
CONTEXT:
‐ BOTH NEIGHBORS HAVE 2‐STORY UNITS IN THE REAR OF PROPERTY
‐ PROPERTY HAS GENEROUS MATURE TREE COVERAGE
‐ PROPOSED SCHEMATIC MASSING MATCHES GENERAL NEIGHBORHOOD BY KEEPING ONE‐STORY UNIT AT STREETFRONT
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E.O. NEW WALL ON EXIST. UNIT

E.O. NEW ROOF ABOVE

E.O. TREE CANOPY ABOVE

TREE REMOVED PER 
PERMIT 2020‐115059 TP

DRAWINGS NOT INTENDED FOR BIDDING, PERMITTING, OR CONSTRUCTION.

444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐201

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
PROPOSED SITE PLAN

10/23/2020
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FF UNIT A
916' ‐ 9 5/8"

FF01 UNIT B
915' ‐ 9 7/8"

T.O. PLATE UNIT A (EXIST.)
924' ‐ 9 5/8"
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(PROPOSED) RENOVATED 
3612 GOVALLE AVENUE

(PROPOSED ADU) UNIT B

T.O. ROOF UNIT A (EXIST.)
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13
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(PROPOSED)
RENOVATED UNIT

(PROPOSED) 
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1'
 - 

2"

DRAWINGS NOT INTENDED FOR BIDDING, PERMITTING, OR CONSTRUCTION.

THIS ELEVATION IS MEANT TO CONVEY THE IMPORTANT CHARACTER ELEMENTS TO REMAIN 
THROUGHOUT RENOVATION: SCALE (HEIGHT, WIDTH, ROOF SLOPE), SITE PLACEMENT, MATERIALS, ETC, 
ALL OF WHICH PRESERVE A SENSE OF PLACE AND BUILDING.  WE HOPE YOU'LL CONSIDER THAT DOOR 
LOCATION DOES NOT SUPERSEDE OR RULE OUT THE ENTIRETY OF ALL OTHER CONTRIBUTING FACTORS.

444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐202

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
FRONT ELEVATION

10/23/2020
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐203

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
NEIGHBORING YARDS

10/23/2020

3610 GOVALLE AVE 3614 GOVALLE AVE
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐300

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
SUPPORT

10/23/2020
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐301

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
SUPPORT

10/23/2020
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BOA GENERAL REVIEW COVERSHEET 

CASE:  C15-2020-0054 BOA DATE: October 12, 2020  

ADDRESS: 3612 Govalle Ave COUNCIL DISTRICT: 3  
OWNER: Matthew Satter   AGENT: Mari Russ     

ZONING: SF-3-NP (Govalle NP)  

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 120 X 61.7 FT OLT 48 DIVISION A     

VARIANCE REQUEST: increase the total area of a second dwelling unit and increase second floor of a 
second dwelling unit.        

SUMMARY: erect a 2,000 sq. ft. ADU      

ISSUES: original structure that typifies the history and heritage of the area.  

ZONING LAND USES 
Site SF-3-NP Single-Family 
North SF-3-NP Single-Family 
South SF-3-NP; P-NP Single-Family 
East SF-3-NP Single-Family 
West SF-3-NP Single-Family 

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS:   
Austin Independent School District 
Austin Lost and Found Pets 
Austin Neighborhoods Council 
Bike Austin 
Del Valle Community Coalition 
East Austin Conservancy 
Friends of Austin Neighborhoods 
Govalle Neighborhood Association 
Govalle/Johnston Terrace Neighborhood Plan Contact Team 
Guadalupe Neighborhood Development Corporation 
Homeless Neighborhood Association 
Neighborhood Empowerment Foundation 
Neighbors United for Progress 
Preservation Austin 
SELTexas 
Sierra Club, Austin Regional Group 
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October 6, 2020

Mari Russ 
3612 Govalle Ave 
Austin TX, 78702 

Property Description:  120 X 61.7 FT OLT 48 DIVISION A

Re: C15-2020-0054 

Dear Mari,
                                        
Austin Energy (AE) has reviewed your application for the above referenced property, requesting that the 
Board of Adjustment consider a variance(s) from the following section from the City of Austin’s Land 
Development Code, 

Section 25-2-774 (Two-Family Residential Use) (C) (5) 

(a) to increase the total area of a Second Dwelling Unit; unit not to exceed 1,100 total square 
feet or Floor to Area Ratio of 0.15, whichever is smaller (maximum allowed) to 2,000 square feet 
(requested) and;

(b) to increase the second-floor area of a Second Dwelling Unit; 550 square feet on second floor 
(maximum allowed) to 1,100 square feet (requested); 

In order to erect an Accessory Dwelling Unit in an “SF-3-NP”, Single-Family Residence-Neighborhood Plan 
zoning district. (Govalle Neighborhood Plan)

Austin Energy does not oppose the above variance request provided any proposed and existing 
improvements follow Austin Energy’s clearance criteria requirements, the National Electric Safety Code and 
OSHA.  Any removal or relocation of existing electric facilities will be at owners /applicants’ expense. 

Please use this link to be advised of our clearance and safety requirements which are additional conditions 
of the above review action: https://austinenergy.com/wcm/connect/8bb4699c-7691-4a74-98e7-
56059e9be364/Design+Criteria+Manual+Oct+2015.pdf?MOD=AJPERES

If you require further information or have any questions regarding the above comments, please contact 
our office. Thank you for contacting Austin Energy. 

Eben Kellogg, Property Agent 
Austin Energy
Public Involvement | Real Estate Services
2500 Montopolis Drive
Austin, TX 78741
(512) 322-6050 
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Board of Adjustment 
General/Parking Variance 
Application 

- -

| Board of Adjustment General/Parking Variance Application 6/26/20 | Page 4 of 8 

-

For Office Use Only 

Case # __________________  ROW # ___________________  Tax # ____________________

Section 1: Applicant Statement 

Street Address: __________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ _____________________________

_________________________________ _____________________________

___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

____________

______________________________________________________________

3612 Govalle Ave

120 x 61.7 ft OLT 48 DIVISION A

48 A

SF-3-NP

MARI RUSS

MATTHEW SATTER

August 17 2020
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| Board of Adjustment General/Parking Variance Application 6/26/20 | Page 5 of 8 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Section 2: Variance Findings 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

a)

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

b)

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

25-2-774-C-5-a: "SECOND DWELLING UNIT MAY NOT EXCEED: 1,100 TOTAL SQFT OR A 
FAR OF 0.15, WHICHEVER IS SMALLER"  MAX ALLOWED: 1,100 SQFT - I AM 
REQUESTING 2,000 SQFT; 25-2-774-C-5-b: SECOND DWELLING UNIT MAY NOT EXCEED 
550 SQFT ON THE SECOND STORY."  MAX ALLOWABLE: 550 SQFT - I AM REQUESTING 

(1) A NEW DUPLEX STRUCTURE WOULD REQUIRE 50% SHARED WALL, REQUIRING 
THE DEMOLITION OF THE EXISTING 1937 COTTAGE,  CONTRIBUTING TO THE EROSION 
OF SCALE AND CHARACTHER THAT IS REPRESENTATIVE OF SMALL 1930S COTTAGES 
OF THE GOVALLE NEIGHBORHOOD 
(2) A SECONDARY UNIT (PERMITTED ONLY ON THE SIDE OR REAR OF PRIMARY UNIT)  
ONLY ALLOWS 1,100 SQFT, THUS LIMITING THE AMOUNT OF REDEVELOPMENT IN 
ORDER TO PRESERVE THE HISTORIC-AGE COTTAGE AT STREET-FRONT. 

THE PROPERTY INCLUDES AN ORIGINAL STRUCTURE THAT TYPIFIES THE HISTORY 
AND HERITAGE OF THE AREA.  A STRICT APPLICATION OF THE COA LDC WOULD 
DEPRIVE THE OWNERS OF THE SAME DEVELOPMENT PRIVILEDGE ENJOYED BY 
NEIGHBORS BECAUSE THE COTTAGE IS LOCATED AT THE FRONT OF THE PROPERTY. 
TO DEMO THE HISTORIC-AGE STRUCTURE IS CONTRARY TO NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN.

MANY LOTS NO LONGER CONTAIN THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURES OF THIS UNIQUE 
TYPOLOGY AND THEREFORE ARE NOT BURDENED WITH THE CHOICE BETWEEN 
PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT.  SOME HAVE DEVELOPED SECONDARY UNITS 
PRIOR TO THE EXISTING LCD/CITY ORDINANCES (AND THUS ALLOW FOR LARGER 
REAR SECONDARY UNITS).
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| Board of Adjustment General/Parking Variance Application 6/26/20 | Page 6 of 8 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

-
-

1.

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

2.

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

3.

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

4.

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

MOST OF THE PROPERTIES IN THIS AREA HAVE A SMALLER UNIT AT THE FRONT OF 
THE PROPERTY WITH LARGER UNITS IN THE REAR. THIS VARIANCE REQUEST TO 
MAINTAIN A SMALLER FOOTPRINT/PRESERVE COTTAGE AT STREEFRONT AND 
INCREASE ADU AT REAR, FALLS WITHIN BOTH THE CHARACTER AND MORE RECENT 
DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS OF THE NEIGHBOHOOD (MATCHING THE DEVELOPMENT 
TRENDS PRECEDING THIS MOST RECENT UPTICK OF DEMOLISH & REPLACE). 

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
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Section 3: Applicant Certificate 

____________________________________________ _____________

___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

________________________________________ ________________ _______

____________________________________________________

______________

Section 4: Owner Certificate 

______________________________________________ _____________

______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

________________________________________ ________________ _______

____________________________________________________

_____________________

Section 5: Agent Information 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

________________________________________ ________________ _______

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________

Section 6: Additional Space (if applicable) 

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Mari Russ Digitally signed by Mari Russ 
Date: 2020.07.08 14:43:20 -05'00' 07/08/2020

MARI RUSS, RA

444 E ST. ELMO, A2

AUSTIN TX 78745

(512) 425-0024

Matthew Satter Digitally signed by Matthew Satter 
Date: 2020.08.24 09:18:44 -05'00' 08/24/2020

Matthew Satter

2235 E 6th St, Unit 210

Austin TX 78702

(512) 425-0024

MARI RUSS

444 E St Elmo Road A2

Austin TX 78745

(512) 425-0024

ADDITIONAL SPACE WILL BE USED FOR REFERENCES TO THE GOVALLE NEIGHBORHOOD 
PLAN:  
(1) "PRESERVATION OF SINGLE FAMILY HOUSING": KEEPING THE EXISTING COTTAGE IN 
FRONT ALLOWS OWNERS TO PRESERVE THE SCALE OF SINGLE FAMILY HOUSING WHILE 
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_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

INCREASING DENSITY. 
 
(2) "GOAL 4: CREATE AND PRESERVE A SENSE OF "HUMAN SCALE" TO THE BUILT 
ENVIRONEMNT OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD." THIS VARIANCE REQUEST ALLOWS THE 
EXISTING STRUCTURE TO REMAIN AT ONE STORY ON STREET FRONT.   
 
(3) "GOAL 5: MAINTAIN AN AFFORDABLE AND STABLE HOUSING STOCK."  THIS VARIANCE 
REQUEST CREATES DENSITY WITHOUT OVERBURDENING THE NEIGHBORHOOD.   
 
(4) "GOAL 6: FOSTER AND PROECT EXISTING NEIGHBORHOODS."  THIS VARIANCE 
REQUEST PRESERVES THE HISTORIC-AGE COTTAGE TO REPRESENT THE CHARACTER 
AND CULTURE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 
 
(5) "GOAL 7: REHABILITATE THE DETERIORATING HOUSING STOCK."  THIS VARIANCE 
REQUEST ALLOWS THE OWNERS TO FULLY DEVELOP THE LOT WHILE BREATHING NEW 
LIFE INTO THE EXISTING HISTORIC-AGE COTTAGE, CONTRIBUTING THE CULTURE AND 
HISTORY OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 
 
(6) "GOAL 11: PROTECT AND PRESERVE HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND RESIDENTIAL AREAS 
IMPORTANT TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD" THIS VARIANCE REQUEST PRESERVES ONE OF 
THE FEW REMAINING HISTORAC-AGE COTTAGES WHICH IN TURN IS IMPORTANT TO 
REFLECT THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD, AND WOULD BE  
CONTRIBUTING TO A POTENTIAL GOVALLE HISTORIC DISTRICT. (PER STEVE SADOWSKY) 
 
(7) "GOAL 13: ENCOURAGE NEW STRUCTURES, RENOVATIONS AND BUSINESSES TO BE 
COMPATIABLE WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD.": THIS VARIANCE REQUEST WOULD ALLOW 
THE OWNERS TO MATCH THE NEWER DEVELOPMENTS IN THE AREA BYT CREATING A 
LARGER, 2-STORY UNIT IN THE REAR. 
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TITLE CO.:

MARIA PEREZ ESTRADA
3216 GOVALLE AVENUE

AUSTIN, TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS.

THIS PROPERTY  DOES NOT LIE 
WITHIN THE 100 YEAR FLOOD- 
PLAIN, AND HAS A ZONE  
RATING AS SHOWN ON THE 
FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAPS 
F.I.R.M. MAP NO. 
PANEL: 
DATED: 
THIS CERTIFICATION IS FOR 
INSURANCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS 
NOT A GUARANTEE THAT THIS 
PROPERTY WILL OR WILL NOT FLOOD.  
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FLOOD PLAIN 
ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE CURRENT 
STATUS OF THIS TRACT.

48453C0465J

"X"

0465J
01/06/2016

G.F. NO.:
JOB NO.:

SURVEY DATE: MAY 3, 2019
CALC. BY:
DRAWN BY:

FIELDED BY:
05/03/2019
05/02/2019

RPLS CHECK:

ADDRESSF.I.R.M. MAP INFORMATION

  THIS SURVEY WAS PREPARED WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF A TITLE COMMITMENT AND THIS SURVEYOR DID NOT RESEARCH THE DEED RECORDS FOR PREVIOUS CONFLICTS IN 
TITLE, EASEMENTS AND/OR BOUNDARY LINE AGREEMENTS, THEREFORE, CERTAIN EASEMENTS MAY HAVE BEEN GRANTED WHICH ARE NOT REFLECTED HEREON.   ONLY THOSE 
SETBACK LINES, EASEMENTS, BOUNDARY LINES AND INTERESTS WHICH ARE REPRESENTED ON THE PARENT SUBDIVISION PLAT, WHICH IS REFERENCED HEREON, ARE PLOTTED 
ON THIS SURVEY, NO DOCUMENTS OTHER THAN THOSE CITED ON THIS SURVEY HAVE BEEN EXAMINED.

-

-
A0417019

MARIO RODRIGUEZ
CHRIS ZOTTER

ADRIEL LOPEZ
EDWARD RUMSEY

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

  BEING 0.17 ACRES OF LAND OUT OF OUTLOT 48, DIVISION "A" IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS, BEING THAT CERTAIN MARIA PEREZ-ESTRADA 
TRACT, RECORDED IN VOLUME 4542, PAGE 143, DEED RECORDS OF TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS; SAID 0.17 ACRES OF LAND TO BE MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY 
METES AND BOUNDS IN EXHIBIT "A" ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF.
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TO THE LIEN HOLDER AND / OR OWNERS OF THE PREMISES SURVEYED
I DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS SURVEY WAS THIS DAY MADE ON THE 
GROUND UNDER MY SUPERVISION AND TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE PROPERTY LEGALLY DESCRIBED HEREON CERTIFIED ONLY TO 
BUILDING LINES AND EASEMENTS AS PER PLAT. THIS SURVEY WAS 
PERFORMED WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF AN ABSTRACT OF TITLE.

0.17 ACRES
 7,380.5 SQ. FT.

MARIA PEREZ-ESTRADA
 (VOLUME 4542, PAGE 143)

05/03/2019
05/03/2019

P.O.B.
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MAILBOX
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐000

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
COVER SHEET

08/17/20

3612 GOVALLE AVE
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐001

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN

08/17/20
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐003

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
SURVEY

07/12/20

F-1/44



444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐100

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
EXISTING PHOTOS

08/17/20

FRONT OF 3612 GOVALLE AVE.
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3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
PROPOSED SITE PLAN

08/17/20
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
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3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
FRONT ELEVATION

08/17/20
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐000

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
COVER SHEET

08/17/20

3612 GOVALLE AVE
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐001

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN

08/17/20
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐002

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT

08/17/20

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT: 3600 BLOCK OF GOVALLE AVE.  

PER STEVE SADOWSKY: 
"THE GOVALLE NEIGHBORHOOD IS UNIQUE IN AUSTIN IN THAT 
IT DEVELOPED OUT OF A LARGE AGRICULTURAL TRACT 
WATERED BY BOGGY CREEK AND THE COLORADO RIVER.  
MANY HOUSES DATING FROM THE 1930s, SUCH AS THIS ONE, 
REFLECT THE EARLY AGRICULTURAL WORKING CLASS 
HISTORY OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD.  RESIDENTS WORKED AT 
AREA FARMS OR AT BLUE COLLAR OCCUPATIONS IN NEARBY 
AUSTIN.  WHILE THIS HOUSE MAY NOT QUALIFY AS AN 
INDIVIDUAL HISTORIC LANDMARK, ITS PRESERVATION IS 
IMPORTANT TO REFLECT THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD, AND WOULD BE  CONTRIBUTING TO A 
POTENTIAL GOVALLE HISTORIC DISTRICT."

GOVALLE AVE

KIRK AVE

G
UNTER ST
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3612 GOVALLE

444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐003

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
VARIANCE REQUEST

09/24/20

3612 GOVALLE AVE

VARIANCE REQUEST:
IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE EXISTING 1937 COTTAGE WHICH SITES AT THE 
STREETFRONT ON 3612 GOVALLE AVE, THE OWNER IS REQUESTING AN 
INCREASE IN ADU SQUARE FOOTAGE. 

SPECIFICALLY, A VARIANCE FROM 
25-2-774-C-5-a: "SECOND DWELLING UNIT MAY NOT EXCEED: 1,100 TOTAL 
SQFT OR A FAR OF 0.15, WHICHEVER IS SMALLER"  
  - MAX ALLOWED: 1,100 SQFT - THE OWNER IS REQUESTING 2,000 SQFT; 

25-2-774-C-5-b: SECOND DWELLING UNIT MAY NOT EXCEED 550 SQFT ON THE 
SECOND STORY."  
- MAX ALLOWABLE: 550 SQFT - THE OWNER IS REQUESTING 1,100 SQFT.

FIRST FLOOR: 900 SQFT
SECOND FLOOR: 1,100 SQFT
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3600 GOVALLE

444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
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V‐004
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3600 GOVALLE

09/23/20

3600 GOVALLE AVE
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3602 GOVALLE
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3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
3602 GOVALLE
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3602 GOVALLE AVE
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3604 GOVALLE
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3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
3604 GOVALLE

09/23/20

3604 GOVALLE AVE
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3606 GOVALLE
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3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
3606 GOVALLE

09/23/20

3606 GOVALLE AVE
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3608 GOVALLE
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3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
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3610 GOVALLE
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3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
3610 GOVALLE

09/23/20

3610 GOVALLE AVE
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3612 GOVALLE

444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
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DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐010

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
3612 GOVALLE

09/23/20

3612 GOVALLE AVE
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3614 GOVALLE

444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐011

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
3614 GOVALLE

09/23/20

3614 GOVALLE AVE
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444 E ST ELMO UNIT A2
AUSTIN, TX 78741
512.425.0024

DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐100

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
EXISTING PHOTOS

08/17/20

FRONT OF 3612 GOVALLE AVE.
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DROPHOUSE DESIGN

V‐301

3612 GOVALLE AVE: VARIANCE REQUEST
SUPPORT
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July 18, 2020 

 
Re: 3612 Govalle Ave 

 
 
 

 

The Govalle Neighborhood Association supports the variance at 3612 Govalle Ave. 
Maintaining the house in the front helps maintain the character of the neighborhood which is rapidly 
being whipped away by developers. In fact, the Land Development Code revision that was 
proposed last year had a provision wherein if a developer maintained the front facade of the house 
then greater density could be built on the lot. Applicant is not asking for greater density or an 
increase in the allowable permeable cover, rather applicant is asking to maintain the house in the 
front and build a larger house in the back, a reverse of the typical large house in front and ADU in 
the back. Additionally, the surrounding lots also have similar density in the back. For these reasons 
the Govalle Neighborhood Association supports this variance. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

/Jessica L. Eley/    /Candace Fox/ 

Jessica L. Eley    Candace Fox 

Co-Chair GNA    Co-Chair 
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