



































F-1/13-PRESENTATION

3612 Govalle Ave

Sadowsky, Steve <Steve.Sadowsky@austintexas.gov> Mon, Aug 31, 2020 at 4:48 PM

To: Matt Satter

Dear Mr. Hoverman:

We are happy to support your application for a variance that will preserve the existing 1930s house at 3612 Govalle
Avenue. The Govalle neighborhood Is unique in Austin in that it developed out of a large agricultural tract watered by
Boggy Creek and the Colorado River. Many houses dating from the 1230s, such as this one, reflect the early agricultural
working class history of the neighborhood. Residents worked at area farms or at blue collar occupations in nearby
Austin. While this house may not qualify as an individual historic landmark, its preservation is important to reflect the
history and heritage of the neighborhood, and would be contributing to a potential Govalle historic district. Your proposal
to preserve the existing house appears to meet two important goals — preserving the historic streetscape that could easily
be decimated by large-scale development, and the resulting loss of the history and context of this neighborhood, while
still providing an opportunity to add housing units to this vibrant neighborhood. We believe that your proposal is very
sensitive to the context and character of historic Govalle, and presents a unique circumstance because of the
commitment to preserve a historic house when no other protections are in place to accomplish that goal. Preservation of
this house also presents a hardship to the property owner in limiting the amount of redevelopment on this site, such that
the continued existence of the historic-age building on the street, while offering the benefits described above, also
reduces the amount of land open for redevelopment on this site. We appreciate your diligence in presenting this very
sensitive approach to preserving the history of Govalle, and with it, the heritage of Austin.

Steve Sadowsky
Historic Preservation Officer
City of Austin, Texas

974-6454
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