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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
JANUARY 25, 2021
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
PR-20-191672
1207 TAYLOR STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1926 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled stone-veneered frame bungalow with a partial-
width, front-gabled independent porch on stone-veneered posts and a wood gable tympanum;
single 1:1 fenestration; two frame additions to the rear of the house.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built during the winter of 1925-26 by Ernest and Bessie
Hicks, who lived here until around 1936. The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house as a
wooden structure; the stone veneer was added at some point prior to 1962, when the Sanborn
map shows the house as a masonry structure. City records indicate porch and foundation
work in 1942, and it may have been at this time that the stone veneer was added, but there
1s no specific permit to confirm the date that the house had the stone added.

Ernest Hicks worked for the Austin Bottling Works, a soft drink company, when he and
Bessie built this house. By the late 1920s, he worked as a truck driver for Quality Mills, a
flour milling plant on the west side of downtown. City directories of the early 1930s did not
list an occupation for either Ernest or Bessie Hicks; by 1937, they had moved to 1204 Taylor
Street. He was a bottler; she was a seamstress for Nick Linz, a cleaner and dyer.

After Ernest and Bessie Hicks moved across the street, the house became a rental property,
with a variety of blue collar tenants, including a floor sander, a couple of mechanics, a truck
driver, and a waitress. After World War II, the house was rented by Lee and Mary DeGress;
he had a used car lot for a short period of time in the mid-1940s, then went to work for Capitol
Chevrolet as a mechanic. Lee DeGress was also a stock car racer while he lived here. The
DeGress family moved away around 1950. The house was then rented by Trinidad and Sue
Estrada until around 1962. Trinidad Estrada was a painter. Since 1962, the house has
remained a rental property; none of the more recent tenants appear to have stayed in the
house for a significant period of time.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is listed as contributing to a very large potential historic district in the East Austin
Historic Resources Survey (2016), and would also be contributing to a smaller potential
historic district encompassing just Taylor Street.

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined
that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:
a. Architecture. The house is a stone-clad frame bungalow, reflecting a common

style with no real architectural distinction.

b. Historical association. The house was the home of a series of blue collar
families, both owners and renters, but none of whom appear to represent any
significant historical associations.

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.
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d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic
group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Strongly encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, or, if the house is in too poor a
condition to justify rehabilitation, incorporation of the stonework into a new structure for the
site, as this house has distinction as one of the few stone houses in the neighborhood. If the
Commission votes to release the permit, staff recommends completion of a City of Austin
Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch
plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. While the house
would definitely be contributing to any potential historic district incorporating this block of
Taylor Street, it does not rise to the level of an individual landmark.
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1207 Taylor Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
January, 2008

1992 Gerald and Elnora Barrs, renters
Supervisor
1987 Gerald Barrs, renter

No occupation listed

1981 Mary Gonzalez, renter
No occupation listed
NOTE: The directory indicates that Mary Gonzalez was a new resident at this
address.

1975 Petra Torres, renter
No occupation listed

1968 Petra Torres, renter
No occupation listed

1962 Trinidad and Myrlene Estrada, renters
Painter



1957

1953

1949

1947

1944-45

1941

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927

1924

D.14-6

Trinidad and Myrlene Estrada, renters
Painter

Trinidad and Sue M. Estrada, renters

Painter

NOTE: Lee and Maribel DeGross [sic] are listed at 1204 Castle Hill; he was a
salesman for Marshall Motors, used cars, 320 S. Congress Avenue.

F. Lee and Mary DeGress, renters
Mechanic, Capitol Chevrolet, 220-24 E. 5™ Street.

Lee and Mary DeGress, renters
Proprietor, DeGress Motors, used cars, 205 W. Riverside Drive.

Virginia DeGress, renter

Waiter

NOTE: Virginia Degress married William March in 1945.

NOTE: F. Lee and Mary DeGress are listed at 2108 Swisher Street; he was a
mechanic for Capitol Chevrolet, 220-24 E. 5" Street.

Thomas P. and Johnnie D. Rickett, renters
Driver, Central Freight Lines, 401 Colorado Street.

Marvin C. and Alva Patterson, renters
Floor sander

William L. and Celeste Borders, renters

Mechanic

NOTE: Ernest L. and Bessie F. Hicks are listed at 1204 Taylor Street. He was a
bottler; she was a seamstress for Nick Linz, “master cleaner and dyer”, 611
Congress Avenue.

Ernest L. and Bessie Hicks, owners
No occupation listed

Ernest L. and Bessie Hicks, owners
No occupation listed

Ernest L. and Bessie Hicks, owners
Employed by Quality Mills, 3@ and Nueces Streets.

Ernest L. and Bessie Hicks, owners
Truck driver, Quality Mills, 3" and Nueces Streets.

Ernest L. and Bessie Hicks, owners
Employed by Austin Bottling Works, soda water, ginger ale, lime, lemon, and
orange crush, 605 Red River Street.

The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Ernest L. and Bessie Hicks are listed as living at 612 W. Gibson Street;
he was employed as a laborer for Ramsey’s Austin Nursery, 4501 Avenue B.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:
Ernest L. and Bessie Hicks (ca. 1926 — ca. 1936)
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His 1917 World War | draft registration card shows that Earnest Hicks was living at 1209
Canterbury Street in Austin. He was born in December, 1892 in Llano, Texas, and was a mattress
maker for Southern Bedding at 901 E. 4™ Street in Austin. He was single and was hard of hearing.
He was of medium height, and had a slender build with brown hair and brown eyes.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Ernest L. and Bessie F. Hicks as the owners of this house, which
was worth $1,000. Ernest L. Hicks was 37, had been born in Texas, and was a salesman for a
bottling works. Bessie F. Hicks was 32, had been born in Texas, and was a minder (or mender)
in a tailor shop. They had two daughters: Delta E., 7; and Aline L., 5, both of whom had been
born in Texas. Also in the household was Bessie Hicks’ mother, Mary C. Hay, a 56-year od Texas
born widow whose parents had been born in Mississippi; she had no occupation shown.

In 1920, according to the U.S. Census report of that year, Earnest L. Hicks was the 27-year old
son of Sam and Missouri L. Hicks, who rented their home at 1211 Canterbury Street in Austin.
Ernest Hicks was the oldest of Sam and Missouri’'s five children listed. He was born in Texas,
and was a truck driver for a candy factory. His father, Sam Hicks, 50, had been born in Texas
and was a teamster for the city. His mother, Missouri, also 50, had been born in Alabama, and
had no occupation listed. His next younger sister, Dora, 19, was a clerk for a department store.
No other family members had an occupation shown. Also in the household was Sam Hicks’
father, Alvin, 88, who was a Tennessee-born widower and had no occupation listed.

By 1940, Ernest Hicks and Bessie Hicks were living in a rented house at 2008-A S. 15t Street in
Austin. He was 45, had been born in Texas, and was a mattress maker for a mattress factory.
Bessie Hicks was 41, had been born in Texas, and was a cleaner in a dry cleaning establishment.
Their daughter Delta, 17, was a Texas-born waitress in a café. Their daughter Ailine, 15, was
born in Texas and had no occupation shown.

His 1950 death certificate shows that E.L. Hicks was living at 2009-B S. 2" Street in Austin at the
time of his death from chronic emphysema. He was born in 1892 in Texas and was a married
mattress maker. Bessie Frances Hicks died in January, 1988.
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' { Thursday. He is survived by msi,
t“-ldnw Mrs. Bessie Hicks of Aus- ||
;tm. two daughters, Mrs. Delta 1
'Donich of Long Beach, Caiif, and |

i er:. Aline Crawford of Austin; | ]
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at th Funeral Home-with the

Rev. Sidney Hawkins SR |
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rghng, C. C. Broekx, Car! Martin, |
-{}d!h' Parnnell Robert Haolt antf':-
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Obituary of Ernest L. Hicks
Austin American, May 12, 1950
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1940 U.S. Census

The 1940 U.S. Census shows the house owned by Rose Lackey, a 40-year old French-born
widow with no occupation listed. Rose Lackey was the mother of Francis Lee DeGress as shown
on his World War |l draft card. She married a Steven Melton in 1943.

Virginia, F. Lee and Mary DeGress (ca. 1941 — ca. 1950)

His 1940 World War |l draft card shows Francis Lee DeGress living in El Paso, Texas, but with
an old address of 1614 E. 6" Street in Austin. He was born in Austin in 1915, and was employed
by Capitol Chevrolet. His nearest relative was his mother, Rose Lackey, who lived at 1215
Garden Street in Austin. Francis Lee DeGress was 5’-7 %" tall and weighed 129 pounds. He had
a ruddy complexion with black hair and gray eyes.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Virginia and Lee DeGress living in the home rented by Willie May
Dittlinger, at 1614 E. 6™ Street in Austin. Lee DeGress was 25, had been born in Texas, and is
listed as the grandson of Willie May Dittlinger. He was a mechanic in a garage. Virginia DeGress
was 22, had been born in Texas, and is listed as Willie May Dittlinger's grand-daughter; she had
no occupation listed. Also in the household was Hunter DeGress, 20, also listed as a grandson
of Willie May Dittlinger. He was born in Texas and serviced new cars for an automobile company.
Their grandmother, Willie May Dittlinger, was a 66-year old Texas-born widow with no occupation
listed.
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' drivers are, left to right, Woodrow Knape, Aus-
AUSTIN'S RACE fans will gct a chance fo see tin, Is in the first car, Gene Aderholt,. ﬂuutim

some outstanding drivers compete along with [y 0" geoond * Lee Degress, Austin, third, E. B,
locul racers here Sunday in the rnadifited stocK | Curlson, Austin fourth, and Tt;mmy Orucnd )
car races, In the inverted 5l.art above, the ! Waco, is shown In the Inre:rnund. )

Modified Stock Cars Race Today at 2:30P. M.

Racing returns to Austin Sundoy B, ‘Australlan punuil. mture and ydrivers are Woodrow Knm. Lee
on the rebuilt track on the Fred- | consolation races, - | Degress, E.. B. Carlson, and Gﬂil
ericksburg road afler a long lapse. | Some of the stale's uulstnnd!nn Aderholt.

Flve ovents are schedulnd for the | modifled stock ear delvers are en-§ The races stamt at 2:30 B m, with
Sunday program over the 3-8 - mile | tered along with the local entrles, | an lﬂmiulun ul .35 cents ing
long tracik. They are Class A and| Soms of Austin’y ouh!l.ndhu charged - ) : :

Lee Degress is listed as one of the drivers in a modified stock car race
Austin American-Statesman, November 30, 1941

IN FIELD CHAPEL

Austin Girl
And Bergstrom
Soldier Marry

The wedding of Pvt. Willlam M.
March and Miss Virginia Degress,
1207 Taylor, took place recently at
Bergsirom field chapel,

Chaplain Charles M, Buck of-
ficzted at the single ring ceremony.

Mrs. Vera Steedley. sister of the
bride, was matron of honor. Best
man was Corp. Fred Rau.

Pvi March, the son of Mr. and

Mrs. Julius W, March of Nodaway, M . L 4 ' .
lowa. is assigned to squadron B at FVT. AND MRE. MARCH

Bcrgslrorn field. Wed at Bergsirom

Marrlage announcement for Virginia Degress and William March at Bergstrom Chapel
Austin Statesman, April 12, 1945




D.14-10

VISIT OUR
New Location
12th and Guadalupe

1946 Mercury, very low mileage, extra nice
11947 Chevrolet, extra clean
1947 Pontiac convertible, has everything

K
1948 I{fiiser. lots of extras
1247 Ford tudor, radio, heater, a beauty A
1942 Chevrolet—sece this one
1941 Plymouth 4 door, real clean
1941 Chevrolet tudor, original finish ][
1937 Plymouth—a good car

S

TRADE OR BUY

These cars are all priced for quick sale
Lee DeGresg, used car manager

Charlie T. Bustin Motors E

Ph. 7-6868

]FRAZJER

Ad showing Lee DeGress as the used car manager for Charlie T. Bustin Motors
Austin Statesman, December 9, 1948
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Death Claims
Woman Doctor

VD, Maribel Loving, bletime rees
Cident of Austin. died at her home,
1204 Castle Hill, Thursday. She was
the daughter of the late Dr. Jamus
LML Lovirg snd Mre Lovine.

She atended the Aunstin pubiic
| shenals and was an hont arndiugie
fod the University of Texae, where
he recewved et BA degroe. Snaz
peceiverd hien AIA decree (rom thae
Universily of [llinoets ang her MO
desree  trom the  Undversity ol
Texa: ot Galveston,

Dr. Loving bad practieed hece
stnpe 1937 and wos i member ol
the Trave County, State and Smer-
wean Medweal Assoviations and was
i fellow ol the Americon Colle e
of Obswetries amd Gyneenless. S
was alsw 8 mwember of the Cal
| Omegs sotority.

Vo Buevivors, are her husband, @,
Lee DeGress, and  mother, Mo
James M. Lowving, both of Asslin.

Private Tunreal secvices will pe
Pheld at the Weed-Corley Fusieral
[ Home Fraday at 10 a. . the Rev,
[ Harey M Molfett officiating. 'The
[ body will be taken to San Antonio
"tor cremabinn, The family has ro-
guested that flowers be winitied.

News story on the death of Dr. Maribel Loving, the wife of Lee DeGress
Austin Statesman, November 15, 1951

Francis Lee DeGress was born in 1915 and died in Picayune, Mississippi in 1969, where he is
buried in the New Palestine Cemetery. There was no obituary in the Austin newspapers.

Trinidad Y. and Sue Myrlene Estrada (ca. 1950 — ca. 1962)

His 1940 World war Il draft card shows that Trinidad Ynostrosa Estrada was living at 1207
Canterbury Street in Austin. He was born in 1917 in Travis County, Texas and was married to
Carrie Luna Estrada. He worked in a “brush gang” for the WPA at Marshall Ford Dam. He was
5’-8” tall, weighed 126 pounds and had a light brown complexion with brown hair and brown eyes.

It appears that Trinidad Estrada married Carrie Luna in 1937. He married Alice Torres in 1940.
There does not seem to be a record for his marriage to Sue Myrlene Estrada, the woman listed
with him in the city directories. He married Felipa Limon Sanchez in 1962; they divorced in 1972.
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ESTRADA, Trinidad Y., 88, of Bas-
trop, formerly of Austin, died Satur-
day. Services pending. Arrangements
by All Faiths, south location.

Obituary of Trinidad Estrada
Austin American-Statesman, June 2, 2004
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Taylor Street does not appear on the 1922 Sanborn map. The present Cross Street is shown
as Andrews Place.
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The house is shown on the 1935 Sanborn map, but as a wood-frame structure.
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The 1962 Sanborn map shows the same conﬂguratlon as the 1935 map above, but W|th a
masonry exterior. Porch and foundation work were done on this house in 1942; it may have

been at that time that the stone cladding was added to the house.
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¥ra, Rose Lackeoy 1207 Taylor Strect
A 45 23 ‘ ‘o

fiendlandt % Staehely

of res.
Replace fron’ porch & replace foundatio/
?378’7(“‘ 6_‘/‘;‘36’,42 :;;SOQOG
Day lebor

Building permit to Rose Lackey, the mother of F. Lee DeGress, who is listed in the 1940 U.S.
Census as the owner of this house, to replace the front porch and foundation (1942)



