A Sustainable Greenway for South Austin
Presentation to the Environmental Commission April 7, 2021
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Community Engagement

Community & City Working Groups
iNaturalist

Conversation Toolkit

Virtual Creek Stomps

Creek Stomp Journal

Flat Stanley

Social Pinpoint interactive map

Creek Chats - Virtual & socially distanced
Pop-ups

Virtual Community Pienics
Newsletters, social media, listservs
Participatory Budget

Creek Idea Cards
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CENTRAL WILLIAMSON
CREEK GREENWAY

A 3-mile stretch of publicly-
owned land presents a
significant opportunity

to create a connected
recreational greenway for a
park-deficient community in
South Austin.

Legend
Meadow Creek
Buyout Area

Radham Circle
Buyout Area

Richmond Tributary
Buyout Area

Heartwood
Buyout Area

— Creeks




THE FUTURE CENTRAL WILLIAMSON CREEK IS...
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DESIGN STRATEGIES

Enhance biodiversity through
A floodplain restoration

RESTORED,
BIODIVERSE
GREENWAY

Preserve the creek’s wild character

Reveal ecology through
environmental education experiences

Balance access with conserving
floodplain ecology

DESIGN STRATEGIES

Support community-built projects

COMMUNITY-
CENTERED
GREENWAY

Create inviting gathering spaces at
key nodes

Integrate community agriculture
and agroforestry
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DESIGN STRATEGIES

Connect all communities to the creek

AN
ACCESSIBLE
AND VISIBLE
GREENWAY

Orient through clear wayfinding

Reveal the creek’s ecology and
history

Prioritize key land acquisition for trail
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DESIGN STRATEGIES

Integrate accessible creek experiences AN

ACTIVE AND
CONNECTED
GREENWAY

Connect to public transportation and
community resources

Create activities for all ages




VISION PLAN ELEMENTS

These vision plan elements included in this design are
a result of the “Creek Cards" coommunity engagement

process outlined in Chapters 3 and 4.

BYO Hammock Community Community
Grove Gardens Message Boards

Mountain Biking

Bike Lanes Programming



City Property
e Stone Berms “‘
/777 Reclaimed Braﬁcﬂ
— Tributaries

® Fringe Weda/n\d Restoration
Seep/Spring
. Creek + Woodland Restoration
Green Infrastructure
Rim Rock / CEF
Wildflower Meadow

° Food Forest Trees
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IMPLEMENTATION STREAM

Tier 1 Projects

Community -led collaborations with City of
Austin landowners Watershed Protection,
and the Parks and Recreation Department.
They can involve work and support with
non-profits such as Austin Parks Foundation
and Keep Austin Beautiful. All projects must
have prior approval by City of Austin property
OWNErs.

Toolkit Items Include

« Nature Trails

+ Creek and Woodland Restoration
« Fitness Programming

« Food Forest

+  Community Gardens

«  Mountain Bike Trails

« Invasive Species Removal
+ Labyrinth

+ Music Grove

+ Seating

» Pollinator Nesting Boxes
Maintenance Considerations:

For Tier 1 community and city-partnered projects, a
maintenance agreement must be developed and approved
by the City of Austin

Tier 2 Projects

Tier 3 Projects

These are City of Austin landowner
projects of $50,000 dollars or less. They
are part of the missions and plans of WPD
or PARD, but require advocacy from the
community. The community may also be
involved for portions of these projects such as
planting days.

Toolkit Items Include:

+ Nature Play

« Green Infrastructure

«  Wildflower Meadows

« Community Message Board

« Bonded Wood Mulich Trail

« BYO Hammock Grove

Maintenance Considerations:

Tier 2 projects should be maintained per City code and
operations; however, the City may partner with non-profits
and community groups to perform maintenance.

Projects that require long-term study
and funding by City of Austin landowners
that will total more than $50,000 dollars
and require major construction. Funds
and grants may be raised on behalf of the
community to implement these projects..
They will have required community
engagement on their further development
and route to implementation.

Toolkit Items Include

« Land Acquisition and Easements
+ On-street Bicycle Lanes

+ Sidewalk-Shared Use Path

« Green Infrastructure (Large Scale)
Maintenance Considerations:

Tier 3 projects should be maintained per City code and
operations; however, the City may partner with non-profits
and community groups to perform maintenance.
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SUSTAINABLE SITES AND CENTRAL WILLIAMSON CREEK GREENWAY

Meets PreCertification, Targets Gold-Platinum for Implementation

SITES v2 Scorecard Summary
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Trailhead

Proposed Nature Trail

Dry Creek Trail

Existing Bike Lanes
Proposed Bike Lanes

High Water Route
Mountain Biking Trail

City Property

Stone Berms

Reclaimed Branch Berm
Tributaries

Geology Highlight

Fringe Wetland Restoration
Seep/Spring

Creek + Woodland Restoration
Green Infrastructure

Rim Rock / CEF

Wildflower Meadow

Food Forest Trees




Seep/Spring
" Creek + Woodland Resto

. Food Forest Trees

- DryCreek Trail . %
Existing Bike Lanes =
DroposadRING Tana A
High Water Route

City Property
Stone Berms
Reclaimed Branch Berm
Tributaries

Geology Highlight
Fringe Wetland Restoration

Green Infrastructure
Rim Rock / CEF
Wildfiower Meadow
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MEADOW CREEK
TRAILHEAD

A group of contiguous floodplain
buyout properties west of Emerald
Forest Drive presents an opportunity
for a major trailhead and community
Comerantty s \ . ) gathering space. Because these
Message Boards 4 . J 2 . t properties are within the floodplain, all
1 ; o site improverments must be low-impact
g { ot y 5 L . ) = and flood safe. Amenities shown here
~ 7 g 2 0 . include a fitness lawn, hammock groves,
- - and a labyrinth, providing spaces for
neighbors to gather, relax, and stay
healthy. Wildflower meadows, pollinator
£ : 4 : nesting boxes, and green infrastructure
":f::r"‘:l’:" help to conserve and improve the creek
. = environment. Other programming ideas
Keop Existing include invasive species management,
Seating Area public art, and expansion of existing

. seating areas.
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Food Forest

Fitness
Programming

Invasive Species
Management

BYO Hammock
Grove

Groon
Infrastructure ‘
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. Trailhead

~— Proposed Nature Trail
== Dry Creek Trail
—— Existing Bike Lanes ‘;«. F
~«« Proposed Bike Lanes
-~ High Water Route
Mountain Biking Trall y | -
~ City Property T 4 \ 1 hagie : Gardan fRstiog)
< Stone Berms > F K = ; B A- ‘3;{ ' ‘; Ly ‘
~77/ Reclaimed Branch Berm
— Tributaries A 4
Geology Highlight
Frlnguwnhndamadon.-‘- .l
Seep/Spring o ~4¢ ¢
.. Creek + Woodland Rﬂtoﬂﬁg
70 Green Infrastructure
Rim Rock / CEF
Wildflower Meadow

‘ Food Forest Trees :

. Food Forest
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ORLAND STREET

TRAILHEAD

~ : A PARD-owned site at the intersection
- \ & 'of South Ist and Orland streets presents
~ N opportunities for creek access and
' amenities. This property includes areas
Outdoor outside of the floodplain, meaning it
Classroom can accommodate a wider variety of
programming and site improvements.
" This flexibility allows the site to serve
as a potential hub for activities such as
> community gardening, environmental
U education, nature play, and invasive
species management. The site also
features a steep descent into the
floodplain. A boardwalk or other more
extensive site improvements may be
necessary to ensure creek access and
connectivity.
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Community
Overiook Garden \

Wildtiowar
Planting

' 25 ... 1 2
YEAR FLOODPLAIN "

Nature Play

Invasive Species
Management

Pollinator Nesting
Boxes

Fitness
:.\“ Programming




BILINGUAL CREEK IDEA CARDS EXAMPLE

English | Ingles

Spanish | Espanol
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“La erosion ha causado quo
corcas se caigan”




Idea Card Scores

Once the voting peried on Social Pinpoint
closed, the results were tabulated and
summarized. This graphic shows the net
score each creek idea card received, |dea

SCORING AND APPLICATION OF CREEK IDEA CARDS

cards received one point when they received
a "thumbs up” and one negative point when
they received a "thumbs down.” The sum of
these points produced the net score.

Vision Plan-
Placement of Creek Idea Cards

After the voting period on Social Pinpoint
closed, the idea cards were then placed

along the Greenway using information
gathered from existing conditions,
conversations with the working group,
and the initial Social Pinpoint Greenway
Mapping Exercise. A conceptual design

for the entire greenway, as well as two
trallheads at South 1st and Orland streets
and Meadow Creek Drive were available for
comment until January 18th, 2021

Comment on the Central Williamson Creek Greenway Vision Plan in the forum below!
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