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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
APRIL 26,2021
HR-2021 044092
2040 EAST CESAR CHAVEZ STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1926-27 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story National Folk residence clad in board-and-batten siding. It features a pyramidal hipped roof clad in corrugated
metal, exposed rafter tails, an inset partial-width porch supported by boxed columns, and screened 1:1 windows.

RESEARCH

The house at 2040 East Cesar Chavez Street was constructed around 1927 by Christian and Charlotte Kofahl for their family.
The Kofahls were both born in Oldsloe, Germany and settled in Austin in 1878; Christian Kofahl was a successful barber
and operated several barbershops and ladies’ hair salons, including for the Driskill. Kofahl was an active member of the
German Lutheran church, serving as one of the first elders of St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church; the organization’s
first building of worship was constructed in 1885 on land donated by Christian Kofahl. Kofahl died in 1930, and his family
vacated the home.

From 1932 into the 1940s, the property became primarily a rental house, with short-term residents including electricians,
mechanics, salesmen, and bookkeepers. During the 1940s, it was occupied by a serviceman, a firefighter, and a driver and
their families. By 1954, Otis Roe lived in the home and operated his service station across the street at 2027 East Cesar
Chavez Street. In 1957, Albert G. and Zelma Gonzales purchased the house; they sold it two years later to Rosa M. Gillian.

STAFF COMMENTS

The 2016 East Austin historic resource survey lists the property as eligible for local landmark designation and individual
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, as well as contributing to a potential local historic district and contributing
to a potential National Register Historic District. The survey lists architecture and historical associations as qualifying
NRHP criteria.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building is constructed in the National Folk style.

b. Historical association. The East Austin survey identifies the property’s occupancy history as an example of
demographic changes and settlement patterns among working- to middle-class renters in East Austin during the
twentieth century.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant feature
that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Consider initiation of historic zoning. Should the Commission choose to release the demolition permit, require completion
of a City of Austin Documentation Package prior to permit issuance.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Applicant, 2020



Occupancy History: H-H-M, Inc., 2016 and Historic Preservation Office, 2021

1959
1957

1954

1955
1952

1949

1947

1944

1942

1941
1940

1937

1935

1932

1929

1927

Rosa M. Gillian, owner
Albert G. and Zelma Gonzales, owners
Mary J. Denson, renter

Otis Roe
Proprietor, Otis Roe Service Station, 2027 E Cesar Chavez

Mary J. Denson, renter (widow Bert D.)

Harvey B. and Lottie P. Witcher, renters
Janitor, UT

Mrs. Lizzie Boyle, renter (wid. William)

Harris R. and Alma Ward, renters
Driver

Lizzie A. Boyle, renter (wid. William)

Raymond W. and Geneva Long, renters
Fireman, SP Lines

Woodrow Anderson, renter
USA

Joseph and Violet Long, renters
Guard

Charles W. and Edna D. White
Bookkeeper, Aransas Compress Co.

Address not listed

Horace E. and Ethel Miller, owners
Salesman, L. East Produce Co

Listed as 2108 E 1st on Sanborn map
H. E. and Ethel Miller, renter
Deliveryman, L. East Produce Co.

Vacant
Joseph L. and Marion Barnett, renters
Meter mechanic, Texas Public Service Co.

Doyle H. and Annie Barnett, renters
Electrician

Christian and Charlotte Kofahl, owners
Notary

Chris B. Easton, renter (son-in-law)

Address not listed
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Biographical Information
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Austin Daily Statesman, Jun 10, 1901; The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Aug 20, 1922;
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BUILI)I‘-’(‘ ‘PERMITS' 1SSUED
‘Orin B, Metcealfe, City” Eng!mer
‘Alec Teich, 1;01 }raacu street. rest-
,dance. £3368,
OO H L. Maufrn!s. BGB Maufrn!a raidcnce,

81200, ;

2 Fred; G..Malon 604 'I‘nvh‘Lane _rui-
. dence, $2850._- : e

2 Fred C Mn!one. 60

,dence, $2360., - -
v WL LG, Bull, 618 }.aa 21|t _tmt real-
: ence. $2100. '

Y A .
"4+ 8. B, Basey,’ 1008 West Mth street. resi-
"denea und store,. $2500, -

I.ane. real-

CLOSE In, resfdence of & rooma,
and. hath: all convenlences; on  main .

+~Hy “A. Butcher, 1016 . Weat Wth :treet.

hall : :llvnnl:ed jron. shed; $§20,

Chris’ Kolnh), 2108 I-"nst Flrtt street. gn-

ear line. Chris Kofahl, 2108 East First. ““ 8§75,

The Austin Statesman, Jan 31, 1927 and Feb 15, 1928

Chris Kofahl Observeé Fiftieth: )

Anniversary

of Arrival in Austin

Fifty years ago this Bunday Chris
Kpofahl came to Austin from New
York Clty with his wife and four
vear old son. Mr. Hofahl wns af-
fected with lung troubla and had
boen edvised to leave for another
climatas hefore the March Wwinds
there, Ilke our northers, set In.

The changs did him good, but it
took nearly a year to reators him
to proper health, o he decided to
stay hers permanently, Hs naver
regretted (¢ and has bean gons only
a few timea for short visits,

Ar. Kaofahl waas engaged In the
barbor buelness and has had sev-
eral shops, Including ons for 14
yeare in the Driskll]l hotel.

On account of trouble with his
eyes hs wna forced to glve up hls
business flva years ago, #nd has
had to confins him=elf to a littla
work at home with his flowers and
ahrubbery, & work that he always
anjoyed. His yard was compliment-
sl by many.

Mr. Kofohl how always been in-
tarested in the welfare of the clty,
and hns taken active part in the
upbuflding and general Improvement
of Austin. Among other things he
worked hard for the bullding of thes
dam and for the change of the old
eldermanilo form of government to
a commission form in 1809, serving
on asveral committeas,

Born in Oldeslos, near Hamburg,
on Mareh 12, 1550, he left home In
1889 after agrving his term in the
German ormy, golng to Copenhagen
where he stoyed two years. IFrom
there he went te London to learn
the English language, preparing to
go to New York whera he arrived
in 1871,

The following year after eatab-
lishing himself in busineas, he scnt
for hiz wife whom he had known
#ince childhood. Bhe was born In
the same town, and they went to
achool together and were conflirm-|
ed In tha same ehurch. After he
laft home they corresponded regu-
larly, looking forwird to their mar-
rlage ks roon ns he had prepared

the “nest.” They wers married Aug.
18, 1371, by a Lutheran ministor
and the next day started housekeep-
Ing In & homa of thelr own.

Mr. and Aras. IKKofahl have been
happily marcled all these years and
ars the same lovers now in spite
of alckness, loes of children and
business troubles, each trying to do
for the other the best they ara Able.
Hoth of them have the friendship,
love and econfidence of o great
many among all classes of people.
The only regret they have s that
they canmot get around to  wvialt
;.11;95& friends as often s they would

e,

The Austin American, Mar 11, 1928
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KOFAHL.,—News of the death of
Clhiarles A, Wofahl of San Tran-
cisco, Cal.,, has been received here
hy his parents, Mr. and Mra, Chris
Wofahl, of 2108 XasL [irst street,
and a sister, Mrs, Katie Kofahl
Euston,

Ilno had been a rosident ot Call-
fornia for 30 years and was bhuried
in At Olive cemetery, San I'ran-
ciuco,

The Austin Statesman, Feb 4, 1929

e

~ KOFAHL—I'unerai servives for
 Christian IKofabl, o residenl of
S Austin for muany yeary, who dled
Peiday eigit, will e held at § p. n.

Sundny from the Thurlow Weed
CTuneral home with the Rev, F, G,
' Roesener offlehiting,  Services will
be In charge of the Souy of ller-
mann lodge,

Mr. Kofuhl was born In Ollep-
- sloh, Tlolsteln, Germany, In 1850,
atmd was imnrerled to Chavlotte Muel.
Cler In 18720 The couple came Lo
Camerien (o the swume year,

He was n member of the Sons nl.'
Tlermann amd  seeretary  of  the
Windhorst lodge for muany years.
L Surviving him are his widow, onue
Cdaughterf, Katle aston of Austin,
| angd onn son, Harry Kofahl, of Ox-
nard, Cnal,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jan 11, 1930

WE CONGRATULATE

Specinl congratulations today go to & minister and his wife, the
Rev. nnd Mrs. W. M. Sheffield, to whom wa bum a son Sunday
at Brackenridge hospital. The Sheﬂieldn live at 4208 Avenue F.

We also congratulate: ‘ ’

Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Lorig, 2040 EIst First street, on the birth of
a boy Sunday at St. David's houpltal _ _

The Austin Statesman Ja;z ]5 ]945
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Maps

Permits

MILLER Mrs Li.llian Helen,
66, 2710 Metcalfe Road, died
Thursday. Services 1:30 p.m.
Saturday at Wilke-Clay Funeral
Home. Survivors: husband,
Horace Miller of Austin; daugh-
ters, Mrs. Jerry (Frances) Du-
seck of LaGrange, Mrs. Robert.

(Ivy) Henson of Austin, Mrs.

Mike (Dorothy) Schuhmacher
of San Antonio, Mrs. L. (Cath-
y) Jones of Houston; sons, Mel-
vin Miller, Leonard Miller, Er-
nest Miller, Larry Miller, all of

Austin; sisters, Mrs. Katie .
Schnider of LaGrange, Mrs. .
Lonie Ploss, Mrs. Ruby Hermis, .

both of Houston, Mrs. Evelyln
Peeples of Lyford; brothers,

Edwin Karstedt, Wilbur Kar-
stedt, Vernon Karstedt, Verna
Lee Kristoff, all of LaGrange;
25 grandchildren; 18 great-
grandchildren; several n!eces
and nephews.

The Austin American Statesman, Feb 20, 1976
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~~ Unless tba _Plumbing is_done in_ strict 0 ‘with City Urdinanc do not’turn on the water.

NA 1101 £ p iy

PR T AR SECE e g Y
Plumber _Size of Tap. // 2 Date. / X/ 4 ,7

Foreman's Rc{mrt

Date of Connection /// ’ZZ/ Z? \ \ \

Size of Tap Made. . \ x e »
Size Service ‘Moade.ooo. }'/55 % g \E
Size Main Tapped. 2" —

Size.

B
T

From Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock...... /é) e

Location of Meter. W

Type of Bor\jé %4
Depth of Main in St L50

»

Vo o Ao

tings

Plug..

_Stop

Box.

” Service Line.

Valves
qu No......

/

No. Fi

From Curb Cock to Tap on Main
C crkpd by Engr. Dept.. 000

NPEXED 7////2/

Y=

ISJN
|
- |
!
2f/ ]
= '
£ 17 st ]
1927 water tap permit
SANITARY SEWER SERVICE PERMIT No. 8301
Augtin, Texas
Received of chris Kofahl Date _3/8/1929
Addregs - 2108 E, lst.
Amount Tuelue.Dallars $ 1250
Builder or Owner Chris Kofahl Plumber
Lot 2 Block 3 Subdivision Plat No. ______
resfdence '

et sisis s TTTTTTTTTTTTTT]

Sewer tap permit, 3-8-29
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