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The large back porch (above) offers more

privacy than the home's original front porch (below).

Photographs: Cheryl Sales

A New Porch With a History

Nearly 100 years ago,
when Edwin Dumble built
his Austin home, he care-
fully selected a site that
would provide firm footing
on solid limestone. The
choice was no surprise—
Dumble was the Texas
State Geologist.

Duane and Wendy Al-
brecht, the current own-
ers. also carefully consid-
ered the site when they
added on to the historic
house three years ago.
Even though the house is
close to downtown Austin,
it stands on a densely
wooded hillside fot that drops off
sharply in the back, providing a peace-
ful view of treetops instead of other
houses. To take full advantage of this
view, the Albrechts chose the back of
the house for a new porch, nestling it
beneath a huge live oak.

108 Southern Living

Adding the porch was part of a
larger renovation that gave the Al-
brechts a new kitchen and breakfast
room, also at the back. “A lot of
people had added little things to the
house,” recalls Duane. “We wanted to
make this addition look like it had

been planned.”

Although the addition
blends well with the 19th-
century home, the new
porch reflects changes in
lifestyle since the house
was built. The original
structure has a front porch,
but many homeowners
today prefer the privacy of
the backyard for relaxing
or entertaining. The Al-
brechts’ addition combines
the shelter of a porch, the
openness of a deck, and
the close-to-nature feeling
of a gazebo. “We spend a
lot of time out here,” says
Wendy, “even as the weather gets
warmer and warmer.”

Designed by Austin architect David
Hoffman, AIA, the 15- x 23-foot porch
departs from traditional shape and ori-
entation. “Once we decided to have an
outdoor area, we began talking about
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an outdoor room, and we kept empha-
sizing that,” says the architect. “A
porch by definition was narrow, and
we wanted to keep this more open.”
Details, such as decorative wood trim
and the small gable over the steps, help
tie the new to the old.

July 1989 109




OWNER Charles Palmer &

ADDRESS 1419 Newning Ave.

Mary Keeneey

PLAT 130 LOT 37 & 37 AR BLK
SUBDIVISION  Fairview Park
OCCUPANCY RBes

BLDG. PERMIT # 20209%

OWNERS
DATE 9-23-80 ESTIMATE $4600,00

CONTRACTOR

Scott Turner

NO. QF FIXTURES

WATER TAP REC# D 5599

SEWER TAP REC#

Repair & remodel existing res.

BID 2004

3L BUILDING INSPECTION DEPARTMENT--ELECTRIC DIVISION

INSPECTOR'S FIELD CARD
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5 CREPAIR | OTHER $

$ Q:fEEMQOEL TOTAL FEES $
______v*___________“_"_u_w____wgggfmy_ EST. COST $
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3 PH. LOAD 3 ph. SIZE METER BASE/CAN
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No
/:T V' 4 ug,
BID 3024 REV JAN 80

PROPOSED WORK
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