
City of Austin

Recommendation for Action

301 W. Second Street
Austin, TX

File #: 21-1666, Agenda Item #: 25. 5/6/2021���

Posting Language
Authorize negotiation and execution of a contract with Environmental Dynamics International Inc., to provide
flexible membrane tube diffusers at the Dessau Wastewater Treatment Plant, in an amount not to exceed
$65,510.

(Note: This contract is exempt from the City Code Chapter 2-9C Minority Owned and Women Owned Business
Enterprise Procurement Program; therefore, no subcontracting goals were established).

Lead Department
Purchasing Office.

Client Department(s)
Austin Water.

Fiscal Note
Funding is available in the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Capital Budget of Austin Water.

Purchasing Language:
Exempt - Public Health and Safety.

For More Information:
Inquiries should be directed to the City Manager’s Agenda Office, at 512-974-2991 or
AgendaOffice@austintexas.gov <mailto:AgendaOffice@austintexas.gov> or to Jo Gutierrez, at 512-974-2827
or Jo.gutierrez@austintexas.gov <mailto:Jo.gutierrez@austintexas.gov>.

Council Committee, Boards and Commission Action:
April 7, 2020 - Recommended by the Water and Wastewater Commission on a 9-0 vote, with Commissioner
Michel absent.

Additional Backup Information:
The contract is to provide flexible membrane tube diffusers to replace the existing air grid in the aeration basin
at the Dessau Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). The diffusers provide air transfer within the aeration
basin to properly treat the influent wastewater stream. The existing air grid at Dessau WWTP is not performing
to specifications and not providing the air transfer efficiency required to treat the influent wastewater stream
properly. Without proper treatment and air transfer efficiency, the Dessau WWTP will not meet the required
state and federal effluent water quality permit limits for ammonia.

This contract is being exempted from formal competition as it needs to be expedited to protect the public
health and safety of the municipality’s residents. The purchase of the new grid needs to occur as soon as
possible before the air temperature begins to rise. As the average monthly temperature begins to rise to above
80 degrees, the air transfer efficiency will decrease, and proper treatment of influent wastewater will not be
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achieved.  The average monthly temperatures in Austin will be above 80 degrees in May. The assembly and
manufacture time for the proposed air grid is 10 weeks. The purchase price for new air grids was based on
quotes received by two vendors.

Strategic Outcome(s):
Health and Environment.
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