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PURCHASE Armadillo World Headquarters: A Memoir by Eddie Wilson TODAY.
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Threadgill's, photo December 2020,

Let's face it. No ane ever would have said “Keep Austin Weird” if Threadgill's hadn't made it weird in
the firstplace.

When bootleggar and country music lover Kenneth Threadgill opened! his Gulffilling station justnorth
of tha Austin city limits in 1933, he had more on his mind than just pumping gas. After all, just months
hefore he had stood in line all night to be the first person to own a beer license inthe county. And
snonafter, his joint would hecome a favarite for traveling musicians interested in grahbing a drink
after their gigs.

The quintessential beer joint continued to flourish into the sixties, and changed with the social
climate of the era by inviting the folkies, hippies and beatniks to his 'Wednesday night singing
sessions with open arms. Threadgill's love for peapls and music smoothed out the conflicts that
usually vezurred whenlonghairs cr I paths with rednecks, and because of Uis, @ new cullure
tolerance emanated from the tavern, which had a profound effect upon its patrons and the music
thatcame fromit.

Not o mention it was here that Janis loplin developed her brassy style that would prope! her to
hecome the first female rock and roll superstar.

Ecdie Wilsen with Kenneth Threadgill
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Timeline

1930 — Fueling Station Built
1933 — Kenneth Threadgill purchased property
. obtained first beer license in Travis County after prohibition ended
* filling station took on beer tavern
1945 — Tavern takes on live music after WWII
1960 - 1973 — Various iconic Austin musicians perform, including Janis Joplin
1973 — Kenneth Threadgill closes the business
1977 — Eddie Wilson purchases property from Kenneth Threadgill
1979 — Fire
1980-1983 — Fire damage repair & remodel & first additions:
* closing in of the porte-cochere & addition of stage
* addition of the retro, diner car on southern elevation
* rear addition for added kitchen space, back porch seating area and walk-in cooler

* north elevation with restrooms, storage closet, beer cooler, became the main entry.
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EDDIE WILSON, & RIETOR

Foreword by Simmie Dele Gilmore

2006-2007 — Major renovation to restrooms, kitchen and addition of dining room to the north and south of porte-cochere
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1973 Aerial
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THREADGILL'S DOOMED
The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980); Apr 10, 1974;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesinan
pe. 17
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THREADGILL'S DOOMED
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Ca. 1975 - building vacant — original building without additions
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1980-1983 Additions

Tom Hatch + Architect
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Late 1980’s — After Fire damage repair and 15t additions
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2006 — Additions

COVERED PORCH ADDITION

RESTROOM RENOVATION

-
l
I

" PANIC HrRD ARE

REF. A2.4
I i iy
| \
I‘ I con C) j%z%] 0 l T =
| BEER COOLER - L
|E><I TING \ | &EES l\/n cosmpor ) M e
| | ' ol————————————1
* II O TR A
ﬂ@—; _'= = —ﬁ SEPARATION
|11
{ DINNG
L] y
I
1|
| ———
o
1 !
il : | i
il
=) §| ENIRY
ST Jis | y,
X —\

REF. A23

A KITCHEN RENOVATION

NEW PANIC HARDWARE

DINING ROOM ADDITION
REF. 422

B

Threadgill’s Old #1 — 6414 N. Lamar Blvd.

City of Austin — Historic Landmark Commission — April 26, 2020




Original Building

2006 Additions

COVERED PORCH ADDITION RESTROCM RENOCVATION
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2019 Aerial
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NEW RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION

ENCLOSED GLASS LINK AS ENTRY TO NEW CONSTRUCTION

RESTORED FACADE AND OPEN PAVILION

- JANIS JOPLIN STATUE
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