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Overview & Background
• Zilker Café Rehabilitation project completed early 2021

• Includes a new sidewalk connecting the Train Depot, Café and Bathhouse 

• PARD solicited for a food concession vendor based on public survey results. The Scope of Work included language 
to allow for the sale of beer and wine with approval.  The selected vendor would like to pursue this endeavor

• The CUP Application process usually 
takes about 6 months

• LDC sec. 25-2-625(4) states “The Land 
Use Commission may not consider a 
site plan until it receives a 
recommendation from the Parks and 
Recreation Board” 
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https://library.municode.com/tx/austin/codes/land_development_code?nodeId=TIT25LADE_CH25-2ZO_SUBCHAPTER_CUSDERE_ART3ADRECEDI_DIV4SPPUDI_S25-2-625PUPDIRE


CUP Explanation
• A CUP changes the zoning of a property

• Public to Parks Special Use in this instance

• Zoning changes are attached to the land/property 

CUP Process
• Submitted application to Development Services Department and reviewed for completeness

• Once completeness check is cleared, the application is sent to reviewers with various disciplinary focus and a 
notice is sent to the public that an application has been submitted

• Reviews are completed in as many rounds as needed with responses from the applicant until satisfactory

• After all response comments are cleared, a notice is sent to the public for a hearing and a Planning 
Commission date is set
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Zilker Café CUP Anticipated Timeline *
April 19, 2021 – Application submitted to Development Services Department (DSD)

May 7, 2021 – DSD completeness check responses due

May 14, 2021 – DSD routes application to reviewers and public notice of application is sent

June 14, 2021 – DSD review responses are due

June 17, 2021 – PARD hosts Community Meeting about CUP

June 22, 2021 – Parks and Recreation Board Presentation

June 28, 2021 – PARD submits responses to DSD review comments

July 13, 2021 – DSD review responses/acceptances are due

July 27, 2021 – DSD places the item on the next Planning Commission agenda & public notice of meeting is sent

August 3, 2021 – Planning Commission Meeting

August 17, 2021 – Appeal period closes, CUP permit is issued

*Dates are subject to change based on DSD reviews & Intake processing times
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Site Overview
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Vendor Area
• The vendor area will have a 

defined perimeter in which beer 
and wine may be sold and 
consumed

• The demarcation of the defined 
area could vary with each future 
vendor, but will likely include 
railings, fences, planters and 
signage

• This area is just over 6,500 SF, or 
0.04% of Zilker Metro Park
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Vendor Area
• The vendor area will be enclosed 

and demarcated with stanchions 
and/or signage

• Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission (TABC) regulations will 
be met and signage will be posted

• Signage posted at boundaries will 
follow the same guidelines as 
other parks 

• Refuse collection will occur in 
conjunction with the vendor’s 
operations plan
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Operational Plan
• Park Rules enforced
• Adherence to TABC guidelines
• Serving Responsibly
• Defined perimeter in which beer and wine can 

be consumed
• Signage
• No alcohol allowed beyond the defined area

• No access from café to pool 
• Park patrons enter the pool only through 

designated gates
• No food or beverages allowed in pool area
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TABC Permit & Regulations
• Retail Dealer’s On-Premise License (BE): Allows the holder to sell beer for consumption on premises where sold 

in a lawful container to the ultimate consumer. Holder can’t sell the beer for resale. The license 
requires an adequate seating area for customers

• Permits must be renewed every 2 years

• Austin Police Department can issue citations for consumption of alcohol outside of defined boundaries

• No one under 18 can sell alcohol
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PARD Considerations for CUP
• Special events at Zilker Metropolitan Park often include sale of beer and wine, such as ACL Music Festival, Blues 

on the Green, Trail of Lights, among others. This availability takes place on the Great Lawn on the other side of 
Barton Springs Road

• In early 2015, prior to the solicitation of the Zilker Café, PARD conducted a public survey that included an open-
ended question regarding possible menu items. Respondents replied with various suggestions including the 
option of beer and wine

• Based on stakeholder input and feedback from this survey, PARD released a Request for Proposals with language 
in the Scope of Work that indicated that the Concessionaire may sell beer and wine with prior written approval 
from the PARD Director

• It is PARD’s intention to have the Zilker Café serve not only as a convenience for park users but also as a 
destination. The availability of beer and wine to complement the menu items could enhance the overall park 
user experience
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Springfed, L.L.C.
• Proposed menu offers 

healthy foods and 
variety
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Springfed, L.L.C. Proposed Signage
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Requested PARB Action:

Make a recommendation to the Planning Commission regarding 
the Conditional Use Permit for Zilker Cafe
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Parks and Recreation Board
June 22, 2021

Questions
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