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ZONING CHANGE REVIEVW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: PR-2021-061096; GF-2021-066980 HLC DATE: June 28, 2021 PC DATE: N/A

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission (owner-opposed initiation)

HISTORIC NAME: N/A

WATERSHED: Lake Austin

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 2708 Scenic Drive

ZONING CHANGE: LA, SF-3-NP to LA, SF-3-NP-H

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 10

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Since the house appears to have lost significant character-defining features over the years,
staff cannot recommend historic zoning. While the overall form of the original building is consistent with Roessner's design
ethos, this particular example does not appear to display the level of detail that defines his other residential work. The roof
and some windows have been replaced and the roof pitch potentially altered; the existing standing-seam metal roof was
installed after the period of significance. A ca. 1967 secondary unit is immediately adjacent the original and connected by
a walkway; this site change may have altered the original building’s relationship to the topography as designed by Roessner.
Both appear to be missing materials present in Roessner’s extant midcentury residential work elsewhere in Austin (e.g.,
specialty glass, exposed rafters, handmade metalwork and brick, natural limestone, indoor-outdoor Saltillo tile, and other
textural accent materials).

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: N/A

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: N/A

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: N/A

CITY COUNCIL DATE: N/A ACTION: N/A
ORDINANCE READINGS: N/A ORDINANCE NUMBER: N/A
CASE MANAGER: Kalan Contreras PHONE: 512-974-2727

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS: Austin Lost and Found Pets, Austin Neighborhoods Council, Central West Austin
Neighborhood Plan Contact Team, Friends of Austin Neighborhoods, Neighborhood Empowerment Foundation,
Preservation Austin, SELTexas, Save Barton Creek Assn., Save Historic Muny District, Sierra Club, Austin Regional
Group, TNR BCP - Travis County Natural Resources, Tarrytown Alliance , Tarrytown Neighborhood Association, West
Austin Neighborhood Group

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: N/A

BASIS FOR INITTATION:

See attached staff report for further research.

Architecture. The building is an example of Mid-century Modern/Contemporary architecture. It was designed by midcentury
Austin architect Roland Gommel Roessner; however, the building does not appear to retain character-defining features of
Roessner’s work and appears to have been modified. There is no evidence that Roessner designed the 1967 secondary unit.
Historical association. The property is associated with Ethel and Robert McGinnis.

PARCEL NO.: 0121060525
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT A MCGINNIS SUBD & ABS 313 SUR 8 GILBERT D J ACR 1.020

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,500 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,500 (capped); county portion:
$2,500 (capped); AISD portion: $3,500 (capped).

APPRAISED VALUE: $2,462,789

PRESENT USE: Single family residence
CONDITION: Fair

PRESENT OWNERS: ORSINI LLC

DATE BUILT: ca. 1955, 1967

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: The secondary building was added in 1967, according to aerial images and TCAD. There
are no associated City permits. A 1986 roof remodel appears to have altered the slope and material of the roof, and several
windows have been replaced. Other modifications as noted by applicant include: “Annex, skybridge, chimney, basement

addition, aluminum retrofit windows, attempted waterproofing and drainage system, stone veneer on basement north wall”
(See backup item A.1.2).

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Robert C. and Ethel McGinnis

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None
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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
JUNE 28,2021
PR-2021-061096; GF-2021-066980
2708 SCENIC DRIVE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1952 house and ca. 1967 secondary unit.

ARCHITECTURE

The primary building is a two-story mid-century Modern house clad in vertical wood siding and stone veneer, with fixed
and sliding aluminum full-height and clerestory windows, flat-roofed breezeways, a low-pitched side-gabled roofline,
double-width stone chimneys, and balconies and skybridge with metal handrails. The secondary building features vertical
wood siding and clerestory windows with a covered porch. Both buildings’ multi-level designs responds to the hillside
topography of the site.

RESEARCH

The house at 2708 Scenic Drive was built for attorney Robert C. McGinnis, Sr. and his wife, philanthropist Ethel Clift
McGinnis, in 1952 by noted Austin architect and University of Texas luminary Roland G. Roessner. During his time in the
house, Robert McGinnis was president of the Bar Association, a member of the State Judicial Qualifications Commission,
and an instructor at the University of Texas, where his father had previously served as dean of the School of Business
Administration.

Ethel Clift McGinnis devoted her life to promoting charitable causes. During her tenure at 2708 Scenic Drive, McGinnis
directed the Pan-American Roundtable, the Volunteer Burecau of Austin, and the Austin International Hospitality
Commission. As part of her work, McGinnis hosted dozens of events at her riverside homes, opening its doors to community
members and visitors for regular galas, luncheons, and ceremonies.

The primary ca. 1955 building was constructed by Austin architect R. Gommel Roessner. According to a 2015 Historic
Preservation Office report, Roessner’s residential designs reflect their landscape, a common mid-century goal:

Roessner was a native of Indiana, educated in Ohio, and worked briefly in Florida before joining the faculty
of the University of Texas School of Architecture in 1948. Roessner continued his architectural practice
while teaching classes at UT, and began the school’s Architectural Residency program, where students
worked in the field to gain the knowledge beyond the classroom walls of how to address problems in
architecture, meet with clients, and work out practical designs. Roessner applied his philosophy of
practicality in architecture to his residential designs in Austin, all of which reflect mid-century Modern
goals in integrating a house into its natural landscape, and blurring the division between the outdoor and
indoor spaces. Mid-century Modern houses in Austin have been built on hilly lots, with the houses perched
on ledges or other topographical feature to allow this integration with the natural environment. Midcentury
Modern architects used large expanses of glass so that the outdoor environment became part of the indoor
environment — and the outdoors was always a part of the experience inside a mid-century Modern house.
However, Roessner also prized his clients’ privacy, so while he used large sections of glass on a house, the
glass was positioned so that the privacy of the inhabitants was maintained, while still achieving the goal of
blending the outside and inside environments.

Source: http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=239632

STAFF COMMENTS

The McGinnis family has reached out to the Historic Landmark Commission in opposition to historic zoning. Petitions
against landmark designation have been initiated by the property owner and the neighborhood.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate to low integrity. The roof was altered in 1986; other modifications such as
window replacement appear to have taken place without permits. There are no permit records for the 1967 secondary
building.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352):

a. Architecture. The primary building is an example of Mid-century Modern/Contemporary design by Austin



A.l
architect Roland Gommel Roessner. The secondary building is designed in a complementary style, but does not
appear to have been designed by Roessner.

b. Historical association. The property is associated with Ethel and Robert McGinnis.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant feature
that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Recommend rehabilitation and adaptive reuse over demolition, but release the demolition permit upon completion of a
City of Austin Documentation Package. Since the house appears to have lost significant character-defining features over
the years, staff cannot recommend historic zoning. While the overall form of the original building is consistent with
Roessner's design ethos, this particular example does not appear to display the level of detail that defines his other
residential work.
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Occupancy History
City Directory Research, May 2021

1959

1957

1955

1952

Maps

Robert C. and Ethel McGinnis, owners
Powell, Rauhut, McGinnis & Reavley, 702 Brown Building
Secretary-treasurer K&M Supply Co.

Robert C. and Ethel McGinnis, owners
Powell, Wirtz, Rauhut & McGinnis Attorneys-at-law, 702 Brown Building

Robert C. and Ethel C. McGinnis
Powell, Wirtz, Rauhut & McGinnis Attorneys-at-law, 702 Brown Building

Address not listed

-

1977 aerial image showing relationship of secondary unit to main house.

Al



Biographical Information

Al

CONTEMPORARY STYLF—This view of the main
entrance nf the residence of Mr. and Mrs, Robhert MeGin-
niz, 2508 Seenie Drive, illustrates the contemporary stvle
of R. Gormmel Reessner, Austin architect whose work is
inclurded in a new national architectural exhibition open-
ing Tuesday evening at Laguna Gloria Art Gallery.
Roessner, an architecture professor at the University of

The Austin American (1914-1973); Aug 5, 1956

A

DNewey Mears
Texas, is reprezented in the show by a series of enlarged
photographs of his recenl work, such as the MeGinnis
home and others in Austin. This view of the house shows
the main entrance, apprnached from the sireet by the
sleps near the tree and from the carport (to the left of
the picture) by the covered deck-type bridge.



Trip Couldn’t Be Made,
River Wasn’t Navigable,
Said All the Experts

By MANYIHCE BIGNAN
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The Austin American (1914-1973); Nov 9, 1958

Austin Family Floated Down the Colorado to Matagorda
Bob and Ethel McGinnis,
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The Austin American (1914-1973); Sep 13, 1959
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Prof. McGinnis Dies;
Funeral Rites Tuesday
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The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jan 18, 1960

Intematwual Hospltahty
Planned for UT Students

Plans for the coming year were
discussed when unit chairmen ol
the International Hospitality Com-
mittee of Austin hela a luncheor
mecling at the home of Mrs, Rob-
ert C. McGinnls, 2708 Scenic Drive,
Thursday,

Ench unit chalrman is respon-
sible for working with 10 host
tamilies who will help orient for
cign students to life in this coun.
uy and assist in theiv entertain-
ment. Host families and their
“adopted” students will meet in
October  after nssignmerls are
made by the Hospitality Commit-
{ee.

Mrs. McGinnis, co-chalrman of

the group, spcke to members on

which will olfer special help to
torelgn students and their familics.

Mrs. Wayne H, Holtaman, chair-
man, led the discussion ol the
Host Family Progrmm and gave
members  coples of "llosilmllly
tints” which was wrilten by the
Austin group cspeclally for host
fumilles.

Unit chalrmen are Mes. Mike
Butler, Mrs, H, M. Caskey, Mrs,
Hume Cofer, Mrs, Miles Delaney,
Mrs. Ao L. Exline, Mrs. Everett
Holstrom, Mrs, Frances Horlon,

Mrs, Lee Jennings, Mrs. Corwin

(e committee’s expansion, and:
Mrs, John C. Phillips outlined.
plans for a Family Ald Program,.

‘| Jahnson, Mrs, Tom McKern, Mrs.

William J. Millard, Mrs. Amo No-
wotny, Mrs. W. B, Prait, Mrs.
Malcolm Quick. Mrs. Gibson Rane
die, Mrs. R. F. Schenkkan, Mrs.
David Sutt, Mrs. John Sutton,
Mrs. W, 8 Warren, Mrs. Carl Wil
son and Mrs. Meivin Zuck.

aa

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Sep 14, 1960




City Volunteer Bureau ‘

Proudly Aware of Record

| By LOIS HALE GALVIN

“Oniy in Its fourth year, the Vol-
untcer Bureau of Austin is about
10 years old in its achievement
and outlook."*

Mrs. [Robert C. McGinnis, first
chairman of the board of direc.
tors when the bureau was organ-
ized in August of 1957, summed
up the bureau's rapid progress in
the above statement,

Recently  veturned  from  New
York Cily. where she was the
Southwest regional represenialive
to the national convention of Val-
| unteer Bureaus in Canada and the
{United Stites, Mrs. MeGinnis was
.-nlr t5lic in her prinse of the
Hocad bureau.

*

] As one of the initial organizers
jand steering committee membnm
|of the bureau, much needed io re-
|mul and coordinate growing Aus-
| lin's volunteer potential, Ethel Me-
lcmms has taken an active inter-
jest and personal pride in its every|
arheivement.,

“We nhave a board of directors
and u bureau director to be par-
tiecularly proud of.” said Mr. Me-
'Ginnis pointing out thal the rapid|
growth of the bureau, a member|
ol the United Fund of Austin and|
Travis County, was due to the per-!
sonal and aetive inlerest of mem-
bors of the Doand.

Drin Moody. Jr. is now chairman, |
|amd Mrs. T. N, {Edythe) Paorter, |
| execulive director of the board,

In turn, .the hoard and director|
tfecl it s a great honor for the bu-|
reat o have an Austinite as rep-|
resentative “for the entire South-
west  region: including  Texas.
Oklaboma, ¥ew Mexico, Arkansas!
and Lou 1.

The exerutive committee of the
Nutionsl Association of Vohmteer
Burenus is cemprised of two rep-
resentatives  from  each of the,
seven regions in the nativnal or-|
ganization.

+*

The main purpose of this group’s
annual meeting is to plan a spring
workshop, which is attended by all|
bureau directors and lay regional|
directors. At the recent meeting.
hetd just before Christmas in New
York City, the national group|
chose Minneapolis as the site of
the 1961 workshop planned for IJ1(=|
middle of May.

Mrs, MceGinnis believes that mel

workshop will prove informative
and stimulating. Its main theme
is to be “Leadership of Volunteer
Bureaus," and i plans material-
ize, George Rommey will be the
principal speaker.

‘The workshops will take up the
volunteer bureaus’ role in regard
to senior citizens, friendly visitors,
public agencies and case work,
and also the preparation of pro-
[essional people for the supervi-|
sion of volunteers. |

“Although we have already mov-
ed into the leadership phase here,”
Mrs. MeGinnis explained, it is
still the topic we are most con-
cerned about. We hope to have this
vital phase of wvolunteer bureau
work discussed by Dr. Charles
Brink at the May workshop.

“Here In Austin we have a teen-
age program which iz coordinated
and directed by Mrs. T. Hardie
Bowman.

“We are hoping to have volun-
teers who will serve as [riendly
visttors for Austin’s senior citizen-|
ry, and also io provide more 1lans-|
portation fovthem.

“Many of these cltlorEy people|
are completely dependent on wvol-|
unleer (ransportation to enable|
them to altend church or the Sen-|
ior Citizen Center activities, or|
even to keep their medical and|
dental appointments.

“T learned much fromy the na-
tional executive committee meet-
ing. Although our problems are
vasily different from those in
Minneapolis. California and Can-
ada, they are {familiar. A few we
| have already hurdied. '\1ar". s |
| challenge us. or soon W r’.l

The Austin American (1914-1973); Jan 22, 1961

the Volunteer Bureau of
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; 1e Southwest regic

board of director chairman of the lozal
bureau, organized in August, 1957,




A smile and an extended hand. That's
all it lakes to make (riends with a child.

Little Egyptians, Jittle Indians and liltie
Americans respond to love wilh love, find
joy wherever they are, and adapt easily
fo their surroundings — conversing with
smiles or frowns, twinkling or tearful
eyes, mobils hands and poiniing fingers.

Children from many eouniries of the
world, iransplanied 1o Austin by parenis
whe aiiend The University of Texas, ar-
rived here to discover friends who they
had ne idea existed.

These friends, Austin's International
Hospitality Committes, “adopled” the
children and their parenis and unmarricd
foreign students—if they wanied to be
adopled. Then they gave a party for molh-
ers and children to inlroduce Venezuelan
o Frenchman, Arab to Canodian and ev-
erybady o the Austinites. The pariy, the
first of & monthly series, was held at the
Iake-lront home of Mrs. Robert McGinnis,
2708 Seenle Drive, where iodsy's cover
page pictures were taken.

The 300 host fomilies of (he Interna-
tional Hospitality Commitice get iogether
with their student or students (the Larry
Joneses claim four) at Jeast once a month
far supper, an excursion or just a nighl at
home, where a game of chess or an evi-

i \ [ B A
5 ENAS MATAR, EGYPT, TO COMPLETE RING-AROUND ROSES CIRCLE AT THE RODERT McGINNIS HOME
era, Osmar Ablb Jr., Brazil; Francois Melancon, Canada; Yvetle Salas, Austin; Hasam Khalaf, Egypt.

The Austin American (1914-1973); Nov 5, 1961
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Hospitality for Tots

By ERNESTINE WHEELOCK

ning of music can overcome the mosi oi-
fizult language barvicrs.

Quite often the “adopled™ foreign sta-
deni reciprocates by cooking favorile na-
tive dishes for his host family or inviling
ihem o an iolernational studenl event at
the Universily.

The James Lindemans, host [amily io
Omar Khalifati, laaghingly tell that they
became “host in-laws™ this summer when
Omar ‘went home to Saudi Arabia and
brought a bride [Waila) back to Texas.
To help Waila learn English, Mirs. Linde-
man, substitule teacher al the Uniled
Fund's Auslin Communily Nursery Scheol,
has laken her along to the school to liten
ie the pupils.

The first day, Mrs Lindeman iaught
Waila to say “I love you™ 1o the children,
and everyoné of them gave her a hug.

Mrs. Lindeman i also official enter-
{ainer for the international children whe|
accompany their mothers lo the menthly:
colfees given by Lthe Hospilality Commil-
fee.

Two years ago, Lhe Wayne Hollzmany
were host family lo Yegi - Vohra [from

India. Yegi still comes o visil and usually

jprings friends for a Sunday aflernetn jam

seasion wilh lwe guitars, bongo drums, &
{See HOSPITALITY, Page E-2)




SARI COLOR AT PARTY—When Austin's Interna-
{ional Hospitality Commillee gave a coffee at the
home of Mrs, Robert McGinnis, 2708 Scenic Drive,
recently for foreign women students and wives of
foreign students at The University of Texas, guests
from India came dressed in their colorful native saris.
They are, from left, Mrs. Jaspal Mayell and Vinu of

American-Elalesman /UPL

New Delhi; Mrs. Jyotsma Amin and Sushama of Bom-
bay; Mrs. N. C. Sinha, Calcutta; Mrs. Munisamappa
Narayanna and Vaidehi of Bangalore; Mrs. Shankara
Prabhu, Mangalore; and Mrs. Alexander John and
Renuka of Madras. (See related pictures and story
on cover page of Mainly About Women.)

The Austin American (1914-1973); Nov 5, 1961
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State. Bar s

Governors
To Gather

‘l"a.ll sesslons n! the Texas dslhte
3ar's gwerning rec-
s open here Friday' at 8 am.
t'l%a rntltlleéak, rebﬂr:'zenum each
e

ssional district, face.a 75
em azenda. This includes com-
ittee and ncllcn reports from
dvisors, proposed.leg-

4

-board a
slation for 1963, and budget ‘and
sher administrative matters.
Board chairman W. O, Shafer
of Odessa will preside, and Bar
hresident Leon Jaworski of. Hous-
will lead budget discussions.
The Texas Bar, second largest
state legal organizations in the
ation, has 14,672 members, The
argest bar, Callfornia, has more
an 20,000 members.

A serles of enlertainment func-
fons have been planned for the
siting officials and thelr wives.
ar director and Mrs. C. C. Small
gr. of Austin will be buifet sup-
per hosts Thursday night at the
orty Acres Club, and the Austin
awyers Wives Club will honor
e wives with a luncheon Friday
at the new Gondolier. Hotel. ‘Local
bar president and Mrs. Robert C.
McGinnls will give a_buffet sup-
per at their home, 2708 Scenic
rive. Saturday evening before
Texas-Arkansas football game,

Ciiy Lawyer
Will Teach
AtUniversity

Austin attorney Robert C. Me-
Ginnls will be a visiting law pro-
fessor at The Universily of Texas
during the spring semester, teach-
ing a course on “Remedics.”

McGinnls Is senlor member of
the firm of Powell, Rauhut, Mec-
Ginnls, Reavley and Lochridge.
He joined the firm in 1349, after
practicing 1aw in Dallas and
Cleveland, Ohio.

His father, ke lale E. Karl Me-
Ginnls, was a University business
administration faculty member

for 42 years. At the time of his
death in 1960 he was professor of
business law and real estate.

Robert McGinnis, born in Dal-
las, was ualed from Stephen
F. Ausiin High School. He re-
celved a bachelor ol arls degree
from the University in 1938 and
a bachelor of laws degree Irom
Yale University In 181,

He is & member of the Ameri-
can and Travis County Bar Asso-
clatlons, State Bar of Texas,
American Judicature Sociely and
Phl Beta Kappa, top-ranking hon-
or soclety in arls and sciences.
His clvic work has been with the
American Cancer Soclety, Boy
Scouts of America and othe:
Eroups.

McGipnls is married to the
former Ethel Clift. They have &
daughter and four sons.

e -————
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Pan American Round Table Looks Forward to Meeting

Mrs. James C. Nelson and jton and her own government fopwoman fo go lo college or fo.cers: Mrs. Hoberl MeGinnls,
the work they have done In
stamplng oul malaria In Brazil.|girls In colleges and in jobs.
Sra. Modrigues concluded her
lalk with the hopeful side offthelr working by providing four-) scerslary; Mrs, Archibald I,
the Brazilian pleture, discusss|month maternity leaves ot full|recording secrelary; Mrs, John
lng advances in business, edu-
jcation and the arts, She told the
‘women that 20 years mgo In

rs. B. W. Armsirong of the
an Anfonlo Pan American
und Table were In Austin
fonday lo aitend a luncheon of
e Austin Table and lo coordl-
le plans for the 50th anniver-
ary Hemispheric Alllance Con-

tion to be held March 612 In
an Antonlo.

Mrs, Nelson, assistant diree-
tor General ‘of the Alliance of
Pon  American Round Tables,
outlined plans already made In
|San Antonio.

Austin's part in ihe conven-
tion will be a tea to be given
in honor of .delegates March
10 at the Governor's Manson,
Buses will bring the guesis lo
Austin for the party hosted by
Mrs, John Connally, Mrs. Me:-
vin Hall Is In charge of plans.

countries and throughout de
United States, Iis object is teo

and understandlng among wo-
men of the Westorn Hemis-
phere,

Mrs. lenry Y. McCown, di-
rector of the Austin Table, pre-

Gann, associate director, Intro-
doeed the guest speaker, Sra.
Jose Honorio Ridrigues, who
spoke on Brazill, her native
country.

Sra. Modrigues, in Austin with
|her husband, & distinguished
archivist and historian from
Brazil, has been a scerelary lo

Brazil it was very unusual for ;ajelected the following new offi-

The organization includes 88 !~ .
Tables in 18 Lotin American [ - -

promote fricndship, knoweldgee © -

sided and Mrs. Thomas F. Me-

work, Now it Is common o sec

director; Mrs, Cleo Seclinger,
associnle director; Mrs. Charles
E. Lunkford, corresponding

The government encourages

pay. |, Matthews, treasurer; Mrs.
Durlng a busingss session pre- |Malcolm MEburn, parliamen-

ceding the meeting, the Tuble|tarian; and Mrs. Aaron Schaff-

or, historian,

Americas-Staiesman/UT

PAN AM GROUP HEARS MRS. RODRIGUES, SECOND FROM RIGIT
Mrs. Hall, left, and Mrs. Nelson and Mrs. Armstrong of San Antonio |

the Brazilian Supreme Court
and has published o book of the
US Supreme Court and the first
volume of @ series on the high
court of Brazil.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Feb 9, 1966
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Todoy Is Pan American Day,
celebrated to remind all the
Americas of the creation of the
Pan American Union on April
14, 1890.

“The Pan American Round
Table of Austin, a group of 100
women interested in promoting
friendship and understanding be-
tween the United States and
Latin America, will cbserve the
78th onniversary of the formao-
tion of the Union ot @ Tuesday
luncheon at Austin Country Club,

The luncheon progrom, with
an artistic theme, will be pre-
sented in on ort studio setting
where artists will be working ot
easels. Loren Mozley, professor
of art ot the University of Texas,
will give a gallery talk on an ex-
hibit of Latin American point-
ings, loaned by local collectors.
Wayne Holtzman Jr,, guitarist,
will play selections of Latin mu-
sic. A committee hsaded by
Mrs, Perry Jones planned the
program.

. During the year, Pan Amer-
ican Round Table members study
l atin America, entertain Latin
American guests and student

"By ERNESTINE WHEELOCK
Yoman's Staff

wives, assist with activities ot
the Pan Americon Center and
give scholarships (see story be-
low),

In November, a luncheon
meeting was given for Latin
American teachers of English ot~
tending the University of Texas
under the International Teacher
Development  program. Pon
Americon costumes belonging to
the Brownsville Round Table were
modeled for the guests by Aus-
tin members.

Since 1946 when the Austin
Round Table helped organize
the Pon Americon Center, 2100
East Third Street, under sponsor-
ship of the City Recreation De
partment, mzmbers have assisted
with English and citizenshio
classes and pre-school and arts
and crafts groups. This year,
eight members directed by Mrs,
Sred Morse Jr,, chairman, are
"room mothers’ for o class of
25 pre-school children,  Thev
hove taken the closs on field
trips to the Texas Memorial Mu-
scum, the Matural Science Cen.-
ter, @ zoo ond to o dairy and
bakery. An Easter egg hunt was

given for the youngsters Tuesday

and an end-of-sc ‘picnic Iz
planned ot Zilker Park, -

Mrs. Robert C. MnGIM:II:[
director of the Austin Rou
Toble, Mrs. Orville Wyss, direc-
tor for 1968-69, and Mrs. Cleo
Sealinger attended the Eleventh
international  Allionce of Pan
American Round Tables in Ma-
nagua, Nicaragua, in March.
Thirteen countries were repre-
sented ot the gathering by 350
rapresentatives of 100 Round
Tables.

Senora Carmen de Recalde
of Managua was elected director
general of the Allionce, Officers
from the United States are Mrs,
Wanda Smalley of Deming,
N. M., esscciate director gener-
ol, and Mrs, N. E. McClure of
San Antonio, treasurer,

Local officers who will serve
with Mrs. Wyss next yeor are
Mrs. Perry Jones, ossociate di-
rector; Mrs. Ernest Allen Jr., cor-
resnnnding secretary; Mrs. J. J
Boyd, recording secretary; Mrs
Hugo Steinfink, treosurer: Mrs
Ednar Simnson, parliomentarion
and Mrs. Antonio Meding, his
tarian.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Apr 14, 1968

Scholarship
Honors UT

School dean.

Mrs. McCormick is the widow
of a former  UT Austin Law

Dr. E. Karl McGinnis, wha
died Jan, 18, 1960, taught at the
University -from 1918 until his
relirement in 1938, He was a

Al

L 3

Prof, Wife
Gifts 1o the College of
Business Administration
Foundation at the University of
Fexas have initiated a newl|;. .. d

chn]nrshlp} fund ‘in memory of Univcrsil&'niffraicaglor.nm thel
o UT Austin business professorl| yiis wife, the former Helen
And his wife. Campbell. died Jan. 18, 1871,
The su:_-holarship. 1o be known|| The MeGinnis family had
ps the Karl and Helen MeGinnis\l other than teaching ties with the|
Scholarship, received its firstyyniversity, Their son, Robert, is
impetus with 2 $1,000 gll'l‘ from|a graduate of UT Austin, and!
Mrs. Charles T. McCormick of|their grandson, Campbell, is!
Auslin, a long-lime friend of the]currently enrolled as a husiness!(
MeGinnis [family. student. i
Another 8$1,000 gift from) The College of Business|
Robert C. McGinnis, Austin|f Administration Foundation is|
itorney and son  of ihel|hopeful that other funds will bel
Heroased couple, was added to[|added to the McGinnis account
he fund. 50 that the scholarship may be
In making ebe contribution || awarded annually.
hat established the scholarship,|] Friends and former studenis
Dlrs. McCormick asked that the[] Who wish to contribute to the
funds be invested and when(]™ar1 and  Helen  MeGinnis
neome reaches 800 i} Scholarship may contact cither
kchalarship in that amount beljCPlonel  Sevmore  Schwartz,
awarded to a junior or senior assts'ln_nl to the Dean, College
Student in  the College of|j°f Business Administration, the
Business Administration who University of Texas, or Mrs,

. Roberi €. McGinnis, 2708
plans to enter law school uponl|ffis. " o : '
gridustion. Scenic Drive, Austin.

professor of business law nml!
real estate and for a (ime was
acting dean of the UT business
school and secrelary of the’
facully. He held {he Doctor of|

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Mar 12, 1971



Austin Man
On Judieial
Commission

Austin attorney Robert C
McGinnls has been named to
the State JTudicial Qualifications
Commission, Stale Bar
president James C. Watson of
Corpus Christt announced
Tuesday,

McGinnis will be given the
oath of office Nov. 10 Dy
Associate Justice Thomas M,
Reavley of the Texas Supreme
Courl. He succeeds  Austin
atlorney Fred B. Werkenthin.

The 53-yeur-old Dallas nalive
received his academic degree
from the University of Texas in
1038 and his law degree at Yale
Law School in 1941, He formerly
taught law  at  Southern
Methodist University and the
University of Texas.

OATH — Austin attorney Robert C.
McGinnis, left, newly - appointed
memberof the State Judicial Qual-
ifications Commission, was admin-
istered the oath of office by his
former partner, Associate Justice

| Shermian,

tle was president of the
Travis Counly Bar Association
in 1062-63 and has been active
on several committees of the
State Bar of Texas,

Other barristers named (o the
commiliee  include  Supreme
Court Associate Justice Phil
Peden of the First Court of Civil
Appeals  from  Houslon 1o
sueceed Houston appellate
judpe Spurgeon k. Bell; and
District Judge R. C. Vaughan of

The nine-member conmission
has jurisdiction over all Texas
julges and has the power to
order a judge publicly censured
us  well  as  issuing  a
privale reprimand for cause.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Nov 10, 1971

Thomas M. Reavley of the Texas
Supreme Court. McGinnis was
named by the State Bar for a six-
year term, subject {o Senate con-
firmation. (Photo by Ray Cobb)

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Nov 23, 1971
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A ngk Tobee al volonipess fop:iome fum omd learn somethisS Compliste will chansher masic,
huslting suppori of twp pogudar, Shile ileing " [tinging, amd exhiblls al Auitia
pubilic aterest radio-ieleyision] “Capital Eye.” on independsipiee
peaprams, “Capital Ere” ad) iy produced press pancl 300®)  ied Mrs. Terrell Moverick
“The Way People Live.” has ‘caturing Capitel corresponilgoys anctber member of the
been orponized I Austin,|nis, is seen weekly over muchit oo foree and a trustee of the
soconding to Page Keeton. ‘fn“* state "‘;‘Tﬂ;“ '-IME vmrposation: ~After all, “Cogital

Reelon sident of (| VSR Amtenias LA Exe’ aed "The Woy Peaple Live’
nnnpefit 1:-1.-:17.»1:'-11:, Public) Dallas-Fart Wotth, and by w35 pe vory civilized programs. We
Ininemntion Corporation, 1nu1||.1:i1|']II Eabla m; “Tha T:i hope 84 we back them up and
admimisters  the mmgpm Liwe” Plnl.hl._ el the story of how iher
(hrough 0 Tr-member board er:C @0 Peratively by PUlE gy we can do 5o ln 2 way
——— {nformaiior  Corperition nnd| fhat IS civiliped=and adds a hil|

Chompe] 3. in omr celtesal  cichaess Im

“Wa're very impfessed with] iomls 364 Hhalt "
the wark Pulie Hnmuumga::; m"ﬂ:;ﬂm (et "-‘;“"- T |
Carporation |5 doing,™ said Mre | oo b e 0 series of “Rap| e :nd § mﬂ":.
Rabert MeGinnis, & member of) g ealerd

pariied, whem  guess
Ihe task forve, i ——— '_“! fealares are alo [n ke planaing

he shows it sEpparts deal gpen oo stages. !
“The shiws L sEpporis knowledgeable fizores im Whe|

with two extremely wital areas’ fislds of povernmend, polities,! Dther menthers of 15 lusk|!
of puklic cducation—public grye abese. eovirament or [OC iScluwde Mm. e

alfairs arsl mentad beolth. TSEF, education. .‘;llllamamlt;:d .;.',"p:f

need fo ke kept going, “These will be ratber like uh""“'_'m . . .

s-unlt—-tnn-l “We hope thol thioegh some exiensions of Capiial Eye.” with' . 3l I;':' :_ -”‘h"':

MRS, FRED DU _PUY, LEFT, HOSTS PUBLIC TV BACKERS personal  contncl  and  some cilicens pefting o ask questicns ‘II“"_ F’d’j" Al tfmnh.l

Mrs. Terrell Webh, Mm.msulm; Mrs. Jerry Willisms standing  henefil fetbvities, our task foren of ke s sakl  Mrs Zdon !

k j com show the public how il eon (Gimnis, :"- ‘anm and M. |
] n * help susialn these predecliions  ““Them, o, memiers of our S .
VOlII{lteCl Task Force Backs ||. ey s thse wodotion i, o e o o 1:;5““&:: Sy
Public-Interest TV Shows | cwrionsona moste vave e e aess 8 00 S i
inclodes board neembers Jolkan)
Timmerman and Bl Vilgers,
Pahfic Iafermatlien
Corporuline was  imcorporated
a8 a ngp-profil, nos-pariisan
jeshiciional arganization in May |
of 3970, This September I was|
pranted puhBc fousdation states
by the IRS. Dean Keelon sid
|cerparation activities are
‘supparted B¢  prapds,
insdeduetinle  contriburions.
gnd  some  stolisn  fees. A
jcomcenirated  effori  will he
[made 1o seek gramts fram
|remndutiens next year, Keeton
[nﬂdd.
| Offices ol the enrporation are
al G Isternational  Life
Budlding in Austin.
Dilicers of Public Information
Corpocation ane: |
Page Keelon, president; frwin|
Salmimca, vice  president;|
lLeon Lebowilz, secrelary: I'lrI
Calvin {Pal) Blakr, iréasres:|
Winston  Bode,  execulive!

direcior,
¢ Vallng tresleex  of  the
slalewide board are;

Mrs. J. Frank Debie, Charfes
Alom Wrlght, Julian

Limmerman, Jehe T. Jones Jr.,
Wil Garwood, Juwige Tom
Aeaviey, Dr. Blake Smith, Amy
Freeman Lee. Mal J. R
Parten, Are. Terredl Moverick
Webh, Mri Charles T.
[MeCormick, Dr. Jobm R
iSinckinn, Wl ThElzerd, Cerinude
Rarnsiome, Lowell Lebermann,
Mrs. Alan Tanigechi, Dr, Jote
%an Mariin, Olle Muollisas Dr.
Reynell Parkiss. Mrs. Exalios
Deleo, Mrs. O'Nell Ford, Rev.
Joha ABen Chalk, Mrs. Chesier
Snyder, Ted SHY, Mirs. Maurice
Cohs, Chris Harie, Dr. Clhon
McCleskey, Dr. Jamice May, Joe
Tom Easley, Mra. Reth Epstein,
Der. Forest 16001, and Sobkn lhenry
Faulk.

The Austin Statesman,; Dec 26, 1971
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Roland Gommel Roessner received his bachelor of architecture degree from Miami University, Oxford, Ohie, in 1935 and his master's from the University of Cincinnati in 1942. After serving
in World War I, Roessner practiced in St. Petersburg, Florida, before jeining the faculty of the University of Texas School of Architecture (UTSOA) in 1948. Roessner, who successfully
combined teaching with a professional career, realized the importance of integrating practical experience with a strong theoretical foundation. He was responsible for establishing the
school's Professional Residency Program, which provided the students with on-the-job training within the profession before the completion of their degrees. Roessnar's early use of
computers to augment teaching included a project for teaching management processes in architecture.

Roessner's ability to create spaces that preserved the client's privacy while maintaining an openness in plan garnered for him numerous design awards. His graceful design for the George
Thorne House (1953) received Newswesk s 1955 House of the Year Award. His talent for flexible planning on restricted sites is perhaps bestillustrated by The Oaks Apartments (1962)
which provided each apartment, grouped around an intimate, secluded courtyard, with its own private balcony and view. This sensitive project, which carefully preserved the site’s beautiful
oak trees, received an AlA Award of Merit in 1965. Roessner's other projects included the Foster Residence (1963), the RGK Foundation Building (1980), and the Southwestern Bell
Telephone Building in Corpus Christi (1981). Roessner was named professor emeritus in 1983 and an endowed Centennial Professorship was established in his name at the University of
Texas at Austin. He is an AlA Fellow.

-Lila Stitson
-From: "Texas 50." Texas Architect (Nov./Dec. 1989): p. 65.

From https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/taro/utaaa/00040/aaa-00040.html
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