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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS
SEPTEMBER 27,2021
PR-2021-124116/134075
TRAVIS HEIGHTS-FAIRVIEW PARK NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
2109 KENWOOD AVE

PROPOSAL

Construct a rear addition and deck, replace existing shingle roof with metal roof, demolish existing garage, replace front
door, and construct a carport.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

1) Partially demolish siding and windows at secondary elevations. Patch siding where window openings are removed. Two
original windows will be salvaged from the east elevation and reinstalled on the south elevation.

2) Construct a rear addition and deck. The proposed addition is clad in stained cedar shingle siding and horizontal fiber
cement siding. It is one story in height and is set back from the front of the house. Its roofline follows the existing gabled
roof and includes two side-elevation skylights. Proposed new 1:1 windows are aluminum-clad wood, regularly spaced
throughout, and fixed clerestory windows at rear above full-height sliders.

3) Replace existing shingle roof with standing-seam metal roof.

4) Demolish the existing garage and construct a new carport within the former garage’s footprint. The proposed carport is
painted steel with stained wood roof.

5) Replace front door.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story house with partial-width gabled porch supported by boxed columns atop tapered river rock piers. The house’s
cross-gabled roof is clad in shingles. It has horizontal wood siding at the fagade’s gable end, with a combination of asbestos
shingle siding and horizontal wood siding on the remainder of the house. It retains original single and paired 1:1 wood
windows with historic-age screens.

RESEARCH

The house at 2109 Kenwood Avenue was constructed in 1945. Its first long-term occupants were James L. and Margaret
Tarr, who moved in around 1948 from San Marcos. James L. Tarr was an executive district director with the Boy Scouts of
America; later in his career, he became executive director for the nationwide organization. By 1953, the Tarrs had sold the
home to the Straley family. James L. Straley was the credit manager for Bridges Furniture and an office administrator at the
University of Texas, while Nancy Straley worked as a public school teacher and encyclopedia saleswoman.

DESIGN STANDARDS

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects in National Register districts. The following standards apply to the proposed
project:

Repairs and Alterations

3. Roofs
While a shingle roof is a more appropriate choice for the house’s style, the design standards do not prohibit metal roofs in
historic districts. The proposed project does not alter the character-defining porch roof pitch.

4. Exterior Walls and Trim
The proposed project salvages existing siding to patch, where needed.

5. Windows, Doors, and Screens

The proposed project changes existing window openings and moves existing windows to accommodate the rear addition;
however, it includes salvage and reuse of the removed historic-age windows. The proposed new door appears appropriate
to the building’s age and style.

10. Accessory Buildings


http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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The proposed project demolishes a historic-age detached garage at the rear of the lot.

Residential additions

1. Location
The proposed addition is located at the rear of the existing house. It is set back approximately 35’ from the front wall of the
house and minimizes loss of historic fabric by connecting to the modified rear elevation.

2. Scale, Massing, and Height
The proposed addition is one story in height, and appears subordinate to the historic building. It is minimally visible from
the street.

3. Design and Style

The proposed addition is compatible with the historic building, with complementary proportions and patterns. It is
differentiated by its use of modern cladding materials and slightly different window profiles at secondary elevations, as well
as the stepped-down fully glazed gable end at the rear elevation.

4. Roofs
The proposed addition’s roof form and slope complement the historic building’s roof.

5. Exterior Walls
The proposed addition will be minimally visible from the street. Its primary and secondary cladding materials are compatible
with the original house’s cladding.

6. Windows, Screens, and Doors
The proposed addition’s fenestration patterns are regular and blend well with the original house’s patterns where they may
be visible from the street.

7. Porches and Decks
The proposed rear deck is compatible with the existing house and will be minimally visible from the street.

9. Attached Garages and Carports
The proposed carport is compatible in size, massing, proportions, style, and materials. It is modern in design and does not
compete with the existing house or give an appearance of false historicism. It is set back from the street and is located within
the footprint of the existing garage.

Summary
The project meets the applicable standards.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The property contributes to the Travis Heights-Fairview Park National Register district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building displays eclectic Craftsman-style influences.

b. Historical association. The property is associated with James L. Tarr, executive director of the Boy Scouts of
America; however, the period of association is only 5-7 years in duration.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Comment on and release the plans.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Photos

Application, 2021



Occupancy History
City Directory Research, August 2021

1959

1957

1955

1952

1949

1947

James L. and Nancy R. Straley, owners
Office worker at University of Texas
Teacher, Travis Heights School

James L. and Nancy R. Straley, owners
Credit manager, Bridges Furniture Inc.
Teacher, public school

James L. and Nancy R. Straley, owners
Credit manager, Bridges Furniture Inc.
Student

James K. and Margaret Tarr, owners
Assistant scout executive, Boy Scouts

James K. and Margaret Tarr, owners
District executive, Boy Scouts of America

Vacant

Biographical Information

OPEN HOUSE

2 P. M. TILL 5 P. M."
. 2109 KENWOOD

This i= & brautiful new home locatled in
Travis Heizhts, Has 5 roome, lovely hard-
wonel floars. tile drain and saplash and
all tile bath, 2 ear garace and can be
bhought for $2.500 down payment.

WALDEN {IKLI' H?IIEEKS

The Austin American (1914-1973); Oct 27, 1946

James L. Todd Takes

Navy Training Course

James L. Todd, 2109 Kenwood
Avenue, assistant scout executive
of the Capltol Area Council, left
Saturday for a iwo-week naval
training course at Bayonne, N. J.

The rest of his family, Mrs. Todd,
Billy and Mary Margaret, plan to
ieave Tuesdny for Shawnee, Okla.,
where they will visit her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Guy B, Fox.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jul 25, 1950
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Scout Program Expands for New Boys

RAY EALY

The fasrt bulldup of personnel at
Bergstrom Alr Force Base [s hav.
ing a decided effect upon the Boy
Scout program In Austin.

With hundreds of alrmen and
their familes moving to BAFB for
duty, the Influx of lads eligible
for scouting has met and will con-
finue to meel & suliably expanded
program.

ALREADY Cub Pack I7 on the
base Iz embarked upon full pro.
gram for boys 8 through 10 rs
of age, under sponsorship of the
KCO Club. At Swiflex Village, be-
tween Bastrop and Elgin, Pack 182
iz active.

Scout officialy siress that the new
boys are nisured of a unil nearby
almost lnir address thelr familes
may have in Austin. They will join
the over 3.000 [ads In 27 cub packs,
87 scout troops and 18 explarer
units in the Caplial City.

Besldes the B-10 year lads In cub
packs, scout troops Include boys 11
through 13 years of age. eX=
porers 14 through 17. The latter
classification also boasis alr scouls
and sea scouls,

Bergitrom personnel wishing ad-
viee and astisiance on enrolling

thelr boys in scouling are urged
io telephone Boy Scoul Headouars:
{ers, 8-8351, or call In person at J00|
Eaxt First Sirecl i

In line with this, H. L. Gaskin,

A i e Sy - —

scout execullve for Austin and the

15-eounty Capllol Area Councll, has

alerted his own siaff plus hundreds

of volunieer adult leaders to help
newComers,

He also cites the need for scout.
ing lesdership from airmen who
were in the program elsewhere ar
would l'ke to begin such work.

“THESE NEW BOYS In scouting
pluz these transferring from olher
Rreas are tertainly mosit welcome,”
Gaskin says. “We particularly want
the latter fo remember thal n
scout's at home among his fellow
scouts wherever he may be

Guskin's w»taff for Austin _ and
Travis County includes James L.
Tarr, assistant executive; Floyd E.
Davis, Travis Disiricet execullve:
and May Ealy and Marghall Monroe,
Travis field executives.

All of these constantly counsel
and work with volunteer wsdull
Iplrlﬂtﬂ in ﬁ'&“tir" Errp;l;nm pt:g-t

€ Afe eF nlly urged can
any of these for information or ad-

Vice.

Scout officlals also point out the
fong-standing cooperation extended
by the Alr Force, particularly wilh
explorer scouts. In the past, train-
ing faclliticz on mir basea have been
made available al fimes.

Lisi*on betwern base: and seout
officiala on a local level have boen
conducted by prejeet oflicers. ap-
pointed by {ield commanders. Such
& duly is handled at the University
of Texas Alr ROTC unlt by Cap-
tain John W. Tavior.

IN THE MATTER of facilitics for
activities, Austin  =couls  belleve
they have one of the best In 1,100-
ncre Camfp Tom Wooten, nine miles
west of the city on Bull Creek
RBnad. A natural ouldoors mecea, It
iz bounded upon two sides by Dull
Creek and Lake Austin,

Fishing. boating and hiking are
only a fev: of the activities avaliable.
A concrele swimming pool is pros
vided for swimming.

Scouts and explorers may allend
{he clght-week summer camp there,
beginning June 10, cosling anly 310
per wook. In addition, through the
year local scoul units take advan-
tape of the camp for werkend or
holiday camps and hikes.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Apr 10, 1951



Installation
0t Officers

Set Friday

Newly elected officers of the
Austin - Personnel Associatior
will be installed at a banquel
meeting to be held Friday at the
Westwood Country Club,

Former Governor Affan SHiv-
ers will be guest speaker for
the annual ceremony.

Jack Holland, personnel direc-
tor for The University of Texas,
will be installed as president.

Now In its second decade, APA
was organized in 1850 to pro-
mote , professional personnel
management and administra-
tion, Membership is represented
in city, state and federal gov-
ernment, educatlon, business
and industry throughout the Aus-
tin area.

Other newly elected officers 1o
be installed Friday night include
Everelt Auschutz, vice presi-
dent; Miss Dora Bain, secre-
tary; Jim Straley, treasurer;
Miss Susle Thompson, histori-
an; Jim Moore, advisory coun-
cillor; Jay H. Wilson, parlia-
mentarian; Stan Penner, mem-
bershp commiitee chairman;
George C. Schutze, speclal proj-
ects chairman; Mrs. Jean Beas-
ley, public relations chairman;
Don Miller, attendance commit-
tee chairman; and John Dodson,

survey committee chairman,
The nmoeram anene with a en.
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Ex-resident of Central Texas

to head national Boy Scouts

by KAY POWERS

American Slatesyman Slail

James L. Tarr, who began his ca-
reer in professtonal scouting in
Austin 37 years ago, has been named
chief scoul executive for the lour
milllon-member Boy Scouts of
America.

Tarr, presently serving as scoul
excculive of the Clrele Ten Council
In Dallas, succeeds Harvey L, Price
of Princelon, N. J., formerly of
Waco, who relires nexl April after 42
years as ascoullng professional,

As the lop professional for BSA,
Tarr will direcl the daily operatinns
of the national headqguarters that is
responsible for administration and
support of 130,000 scout (roaps, cih
packs and explorer posls in the
United States and overseas.

Tarr starled his scouling career in
1941 with the Capital Area Council In
Auslin whilellving in San Marcos.

When World War I staried, he en-
tered the U, 5. Naval Reserve, re-
turning to Central Texas In 1946 to
continue in scouting while living in
Gonzales. In 1948, Tarr became as-
sistant scoul execulive for the Capi-
tal Area Council and remalned in
Austin until 1952,

Tarr's selection was appounced In
New York Thursday by Downing B.
Jenks, scouting’s national president.
Scoul officlals previously had an-
nounced plans lo move nalional
headquarters from North Bruns.
wh:::, N.J., 1o Irving, Texas, by Au-
Bust.

The decision to move headquar-

Llers was based, Tarr said, on ability
tn moere effectively serve the entire
counlry, as well as on cerlain eco-
nemic lactors.

The new chicl execulive said he
and his wife are parlicularly fond of
Auslin, where two of thelr three chll-
dren were barn and where daughter
Carolyn Tarr still lives.

In the years he has been Inveolved
in professional scouting, Tarr says
hie belleves the “competence in lead-
ership* programs that have heen de-
veloped are outstanding, as was the
decision lo go co-educational on the
bigh school level seme eight years
ago.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jan 15, 1964 and The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980); Dec 8, 1978
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Permits

- . : - IO
W WATER SERVICE PERMIT NeB. §60/37

Received of @ Z.—’ ﬁ >y aS S 1\/ Date 4 . 2—~¢Z
Address....... g!&? I(F/U}ﬁ“}&oa M

Amount, / " o 'd z i {‘(\;w 33\}“"’
Plumber /é} i{ } ’Q A Size of Tapm.,/ - '
5 N ! ' ] : : H
Date of Connection éfdﬁlgz : % . ‘ : P : i
Size of Tap Made : )BZ ‘g § 2
Tt Size Service Made j’%f @ \ Q\ . (& \\)\
Size Main Tapped . § § ; | h {
From Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock. / S § \ \ ‘ ; \Q\ \\
From A, Prop. Line to Curb Cock : S\Y %;Q’ . “S Ao 3\
Location of Meterﬁ/’/f/g’ff‘ _,‘ % & N ?f
, £ / S 3 : : i ]
Type of Box g7 . 8.:5%@%5@;,; \ iis
Depth of Main in St Z 2o 8RR EEYLEE 4 §d g A",
2' |58 5328252828238 ¢%
Depth of Service Line 3Qm@ggm§;;mammq>g3
Frofingpy,Ggek to Tap on Main / 2 & \ Py \ P INNY .
Checked by ;Xf EDbept 7282 0225 A t\ P P

Water Service Permit, 1946
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Sewer Connection Permit, 1947

C. E. Pearson - 2109 Kenvood Avenue
32 - 31 5 -
Travie Helghts -
Frame regldeénce and garage’
28502 12.22.45 £5,250.00
Edwin A.Schneider

Building Permit, 1945
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