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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
DECEMBER 17,2021
PR-2021-137925, GF-2021-154894
1505 FOREST TRAIL

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1937 house and 1953 detached storage shed.
ARCHITECTURE

One-story, U-plan, brick veneer house. The house has “weeping” mortar as well as corners of rubble volcanic stone and a
central stone chimney. The moderately pitched hipped roof has brackets along the eaves. Windows are 1:1 wood sash with
4:4 screens and wood shutters on the facade.

RESEARCH

The house at 1505 Forest Trail was built in 1937 by Charles E. Green, the managing editor of the Austin American-Statesman
newspaper, while he was still single. Green lived here until he married in 1941. Besides being the editor of the Statesman,
Green was the founder of the Headliners Club, and a long-time supporter and friend of Lyndon Johnson.

This house was later purchased by George Davis Crow and his wife Olive, who had moved to Austin from Dallas. George
Davis Crow was a native of North Carolina and had been a manager of the Federal Reserve Bank in Dallas for many years
before he moved to Austin. George Crow taught at the University of Texas, where his son George Crow, Jr. was a student.
After he died in 1946, his widow Olive continued to live here until around 1951.

The house was a rental property in the mid-1950s, then purchased by Robert B. and Edna Mae Lindsey, who lived here
from around 1955 to around 1970. Robert B. Lindsey worked for many years for the Texas Employment Commission,
starting in Wichita Falls and moving to San Antonio before moving to Austin and this house. After Robert B. Lindsey died
in 1962, Edna Mae continued to live here until around 1975, with a new husband, Richard Hernaund.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The 2011 MoPac reconnaissance survey report lists the property as contributing to a potential historic district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that may meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The house is a unique example of its style and construction materials.

b. Historical association. The property was built for Charles E. Green, principal editor of the Austin American-
Statesman for 30 years. Green lived in this house for only a few years between 1937 and 1941, but it appears
to be the best surviving home closely associated with him. He and his wife Floy lived at 2203 Mountain View
Rd. in 1942. That house is extant but appears to have been built on spec. Permits show Green built a house at
2705 Verde Vista in 1941. It was outside the area listed in city directories at that time and is first shown as his
residence in 1947. It remained his home at the time of his death in 1967. The house was demolished in 2002.

¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property has stone landscape borders and a low stone wall at the street, but these
elements appear to be limestone rather than the volcanic rock of the house. Further evaluation of the age and
potential significance of the stonework is needed.

Note that the Historic Landmark Commission previously conducted a public hearing for demolition of this property but did
not reach a resolution. The case was initially heard on January 23, 2017 (see staff report). After multiple applicant-requested
postponements, the case did not reappear on the September 25, 2017 agenda.


https://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=270039
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Consider initiation of historic zoning based on architecture and historical associations. If the Commission does not choose
to initiate, encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, then relocation over demolition, but release the permit upon
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.



LOCATION MAP
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N SUBJECT TRAGT NOTIFICATIONS

[ PENDING CASE CASE# GF 21-154894

LOCATION: 1505 FOREST TRAIL
L _ ) ZONING BOUNDARY

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.

1 "= 292 ' This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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Photographs from 2017 staff report



Occupancy History
City Directory Research, September 2021; January 2017

1992

1977-86
1973

1968

1965

1961

1959
1957

1955

1952

1949
1947

1944

1942

1941

1940

1939

1937

1935

John A. Bartte, renter
No occupation listed

No return

Richard and Edna M. Hernaund, owners
No occupation listed

Edna M. Lindsey, owner (widow of Robert B.)
Employed by the public schools

Edna M. Lindsey, owner (widow of Robert B.)
No occupation listed

Robert B. and Edna M. Lindsey, owners
Department chief, Texas Employment Commission

Robert B. Lindsay, owner

Robert B. and Mae Lindsay, owners
Assistant department chief, State Employment Commission

Gifford E. and Sarah White, owners
White Instrument Laboratories

Corson L. Jr. and Jeannette Hilton, renters
USA

Olive Crow, owner (widow of George D.)

George D. Crow, owner
Teacher at the University of Texas

George D. Crow Jr.
Student at the University of Texas

George D. and Olive Crow, owners

George D. Crow Jr.
USA

George D. and Olive A. Crow, owners
Note: Charles E. Green is listed at 2203 Mountain View Rd.

Charles E. Green, owner
Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper
Note: The house is listed as 1503 Forest Trail.

Note: George D. and Olive Crow are not listed in the directory.

Charles E. Green, renter
Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper.
Note: The house is listed as 1503 Forest Trail.

Charles E. Green, renter
Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper
Note: The house is listed as 1503 Forest Trail.

Charles E. Green, renter
Managing editor, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper
Note: The house is listed as 1503 Forest Trail.

Address not listed.
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Note: Charles E. Green, managing editor of the Austin American-Statesman, is listed at 57 Enfield Road.
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Biographical Information
Charles E. Green (ca. 1936 — ca. 1941)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Charles E. Green as the owner of this house, which is listed as 1505 Forest Trail; it was worth
$6,000. Charles E. Green was 37, single, and had been born in Texas. He was the editor of the newspaper.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Charles E. Green living in a rented house at 3230 Harris Park Avenue in Austin. He was 28,
had been born in Texas, and was the managing editor of the newspaper.

His 1967 death certificate shows that he died on Christmas Day. He was born in 1901 in Texas and was living at 2705 Verde
Vista at the time of his death. He was the executive editor of the newspaper. He had lived in Austin since 1929.

Charles E. Green (at the desk) in the Austin American-Statesman offices, 1949
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“Charles E. Green: Newspaperman,” The Austin Statesman, December 26, 1967
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George D. and Olive Crow (ca. 1941 — ca. 1951)

His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that George Davis Crow was living in Dallas. He was the manager of
the Federal Reserve Bank, Trust Department. He was married, had brown eyes and dark hair, and was of medium height
and build.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows George D. and Olive Crow as the owners of a house in Dallas. George D. Crow was 52, had
been born in North Carolina, and was a clerk in a bank. Olive Crow was 46, had been born in Arizona, and had no occupation
listed. They had 3 children: G. Davis, Jr., 20; Emily, 16; and Lois P., 11. All had been born in Texas.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows George D. and Olive Crow as the owners of a house in Dallas, Texas. George D. Crow was
66, had been born in North Carolina, and had no occupation listed. Olive Crow was 59, had been born in Arizona, and had
no occupation listed. They had no children listed with them.

George Davis Crow’s 1946 death certificate shows that he was living at this address at the time of his death. He was born
in 1873 in Wilmington, N.C., and was a retired banker.

MRS, GEORGE D. CROW

Mrs. George Davis (Olive
Armstrong) Crow died in Balti-
more, Md., Saturday, Memorial
services were held in Baltimore

GEORGE CROW EE
Geotge Davis Crow, 13, é?ed at
his rqmdence. 1505 Forrest “Trail,
Tucsday. He s survived %w his
widow, Mrs. Olive Armﬁlrnng
Crow “of Audtin; twao. dmjgl::ler‘s.
" Miss Emily lk Crow ang  Mrs,
Lois Crow Shemrld. both d4f Aus-
tin; two sons, Jpbhn  Ar :lrong
Crow ‘of los Am.ﬂles and ﬁQorae
Davis | Crow, Jr, of Aur.u} two
brotheirs, Randolph  F, me of
Hnmt@n and Emmet P. Ctaw of
Wilmington, N. . Mr. Crow was
formally with the Federal lia'trrva
Bank at Dalles, ratiring abeut six
years ngo. The bady is at thg (Cook
"Funeral Home ]u*::dlng comgilption
of funeral nrramgemenu« I lhbed[
ors wifl be Emmet Crow, ; Wil-
h‘uln t}‘ Cltow, Jr;, (‘al\'m (.. wnnd
Rudolf Renfer, Arthur E H‘lmmn
famd Hieriman Jones, Burial Wl!l be
; in Mepnorial Park.
H H ﬁ H

Monday. Graveside services
will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday
in Austin Memorial Park with
Rev. Charles Sumners officiat-
ing. Burial will follow under di-
rection of Cook Funeral llome,
A resident of Texas 40 years,
she had lived in Austin from
1939 to 1945, Survivors are two
sons, Dr. John A, Crow of Los
Angeles and Dr, George D.
Crow Jr. of Rock Ifill, S.C.;
two daughters, Mrs. Samuel
Seldon of Carbondale, Ill. and
Mrs. Beverly Shefficld of Aus-
tin; three sisters, Miss Beulah
Armstrong, Mrs. D. Armstrong'
King and Mrs. Augustus Or- |
bach, all of Ballimore; and 11

grandchildren, |

Obituaries for George and Olive Crow, The Austin American, August 14, 1946,
and The Austin Statesman, January 4, 1967



Gifford E. and Sarah White (ca. 1955)

Mrs. G. E. White was involved with the League of Women Voters, The Austin American, May 15, 1955

Women Voters
Slate Meetings

The League of Women Voler:
has scheduled discussion group
mectings this week as follows:

Morning Group, with Mrs, F, G
Bryant, 828 Harris ‘Avenue, Mon

day at 9:30 a.m,

Tarrytown Group, with Mrs. G
5. White, 1505 Forest Trail, Mon
day at 8 p.m.

Mid-Austin  Group, Mrs. Irwii
Spear, 2005 Stamford Lane, Tues
day at 8 p.m,.

North Austin Group, with Mrs
W. B. Pryatel, 702 Harris Avcoue
Wednesday al 8 pa»

Robert B. and Edna M. Lindsey (ca. 1955 —ca. 1975)
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The 1940 U.S. Census shows Robert B. and Mary E. Lindsey living in a rented house in San Antonio, Texas. Robert B.
Lindsey was 27, had been born in Texas, and worked in the personnel department for the Texas Employment Service. Mary

E. Lindsey was 26, had been born in Texas, and was a secretary. They had lived in Wichita Falls, Texas in 1935.

His 1962 death certificate shows that Robert B. Lindsey was born in 1912 in Texarkana, Texas. He was living in this house
at the time of his death from advanced tuberculosis. He was a state employee. His widow’s name is listed as Mae Lindsey.



RICHARD LINDSEY

R. A. Lindsey

Teaching In
Fort Worth

FORT WORTH, Oct. X—Rlch-
rd A. Lindsey, Texns Christlan
niversity senlor from Austin, s
practioe fesching this =emealer
at Ilandley Iligh School In Forl
Worih. He b5 Instructing physical
educalion.

He = one of T TCU students
wha  are camlied In practice
teaching courses al lhe University
thiz fall. Twenly-three ars clemen-
lary teachers, 40 are secondary
education teachers, 11 teach nll
levels af musie and arl, apd one,
A special cducation major, works
with mentally refarded children.

Mre. Eva Wall Singleton s
director of elemeninry sludent
teachers at TCU, and Miss Al-
liene Harder ia director ol secon-
dary student toachers.

These students, who have com-
pleted most of | thelr education
courses at the university, teach
every doy in the Fort Worth
gchools. They have conferchces
and visitntions with the student
tenching directors at regular in-
tervals 1o check their progress.
The regular teachers at  the
schools  supervise the stoedents.

Lindsey, a physieal education
major, is the son of R, B. Lind
sey, 150G Forest Trail. Austin,

——e——

|
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ROBERT B. LINDSEY

Robert B. Lindsey, 1505 Forest
Trall, died at his home, Monday.
He was a member of the Church
ol the Good Shepherd and was
chiel placement olficer for the
Texas Empolyment Commission.

Survivors include his widow,
Mrs. Mae Lindsey; four sons,
Bruce Lindsey and Kirk Lindsey,
both of Austin, Robert M. Lindsey
and Richard A. Lindscy, both of

D.

Las Vegas, Nev.; his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Robret M. Lindsey
ol Coronado, Calil.: and one sis-
ter, Mrs. R. W. While of Coro-
nado, Calif,

Funeral services will be held
Wednesday at 10 am. at the
Church of the Good Shepherd with
Rev. Samuel N. Baxter officlat-
ing. Burial will be in Austin Me-
morial Park, under the direction
of Cook Funeral Home.

Pallbearers will be W. G
Gwaltney, W. L. Worthingion,
Harold Townsend, J. M. Burleson,

T. R. Herrington and R, M. West. |
Honorary palibearers will be|’

commissioners and members of
the TEC
Memorial conlributions may be

made to the Organ Fund of the|

Good Shepherd Church or their
{avorite charity.

Articles on the Lindsey family, The Austin Statesman, October 30, 1958 and Aug 14, 1962
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Permits

" Mr.

Miss Catherine Mariinec,
daughtler of Mr. and Mrs,
Joseph Lee Martinec, 4010
Ave, 1, became the bride of
Bruce Smith Lindsey, son of
Mrs, Robert Brown Lindscy,
1505 Forest Tr,, and. the late

Lindsev. Saturday
afternoon in the chapel of St,

Mary's Academy, with Rev.
Elmer Holtman officiating. A
reception in the academy
garden followed the
ceremony.

The bride Is a graduale of
St. Mary's Academy and has
attended Southwest  Texas
State College. The groom, a
graduate  of  Auslin

1ligh

Martinec-Lindsey

the

School, "has attended
University of San Francisco,
He is o recelve a BA degree
from the University of Texas
in June.

Givenh in marriage by her
father, the bride wore a short
white organdy empire gown
with a scooped neckline and
bishop sleeves., -The bodice

The Austin Statesman, April 21, 1968

featured folds of organdy. ller |

mantilla was of sitk illusion
and reembroidered lace, and
her arm bouquel was of white
tulips.

ller sister,, Michele

Miss

~ Anne Martinee, was maid of

honor, and wore a pale blue
organdy gown complemented
by a single white tulip,

Kirk Brown Lindsey was his

brother’'s best man, and
Donald Ray Gregg and
Charles Haney Newell
ushered.

The newlyweds will reside
al 1505 Forest Tr. They wiil
enter training for the Peace
Corps in June,

7o ‘ Sf_gre%t,
block /'g ' outlot e

Ll

o fixtureSHh

Sewer connection permit, 1937

1
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“Gifford. White 1605 Forest Trail
162 Chas, E,. Gréan Tract - - e
Y -

Frome -storage shed.

54608 8-1-53 $500,00

Me V. Gartman

Building permit, 1953

Sanborn Fire Insurance maps
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May 1962, Vol. 3, Sheet 333
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