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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS
JANUARY 24,2022
PR-2021-193601/GF-2022-001166
TRAVIS HEIGHTS - FAIRVIEW PARK NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
201 PARK LANE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1939 duplex.
ARCHITECTURE

One-story Minimal Traditional duplex with symmetrical plan. Each side of the duplex features a cross-gabled roofline with
shallow eaves, asbestos shingle siding, and 1:1 windows.

RESEARCH

The duplex at 201 Park Lane was built in 1939 by Sophia Sullivan, who lived in half of the duplex part-time while renting
out the other half. Her son and his family also inhabited one half of the duplex for some time. Most of the home’s early
renters were there short-term, including a mechanic, a barbershop manager, insurance salespeople, and the secretary-
treasurer of the Sheriff’s Association.

Shortly after the duplex was built, Sophia Sullivan became involved in a high-profile investigation when her significant
other, a married cabinetmaker from Arkansas, was found dead of a shotgun blast in her car. Despite the intensively covered
inquiry, the culprit was never found.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The property contributes to the Travis Heights-Fairview Park National Register district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building is constructed in the Minimal Traditional style.

b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, then relocation, but approve the demolition application upon completion of a
City of Austin Documentation Package. The demolition permit may not be released until plans for new construction are
reviewed by the Historic Landmark Commission.
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Zillow.com, 2021



https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/201-Park-Ln-Austin-TX-78704/29458728_zpid/

Aerial view, 1940

Occupancy History
City Directory Research, December 2021

1959

1957

1955

1952

1949

1947

1944

Address change to 203 Park Ln.
Edna E. Fowler, renter

Address change to 201 Park Ln.

A. Vacant

B. Edna E. Fowler, renter

Telephone operator, Terrace Motor Hotel

201 Park Ln. — Vacant
203 Park Ln. — Dean H. Fowler, renter
Salesman, American Empire Life Insurance Co.

201 Park Ln. — George E. and Blanch M. Ashcraft, renters
USAF

203 Park Ln. — George R. and JoAnn Van Fleet, renters
Clerk, International Life

201 Park Ln. — Roy E. and Monnie J. Simpson, renters
Lineman

203 Park Ln. — Bill E. and Frances L. Sullivan, owners
City firefighter

201 Park Ln. — William W. and Winnie M. Garrett, renters
Manager, Stephen F. Austin Hotel Barber Shop

203 Park Ln. — William and Frances Sullivan, renters
Student, St. Edward’s

201 Park Ln. — William W. Garrett, renter
Manager, Austin Stephen Hotel Barber Shop

203 Park Ln. — Joe L. Ray, renter
Secretary-treasurer, Sheriffs’ Association of Texas
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1941

1939
1937
Maps

201 Park Ln — Ophelia Ormsby, renter (widow of Walter H.)
203 Park Ln — R. Dillon and Dorothy Stringer, renters
Mechanic, University of Texas

Address not listed
Address listed as 205 Park Ln.
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Permits

Austin, Texas
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Biographical Information
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(Continued from Page 1)

Blone, and while her purse was
R open, Mrs. Hachnel said she saw
W Mrs. Sulllvan had a small pistol
&in a small leather scabbard and
tlthat the plstol had a brown han-

i ] ddle,

L

Search for Helalives
Huolt said Mre. Hachnel told him

flher place at 10 8. m. snd went (o=
dlward Austine Officials at the Cook

fladlen worked unsuccessfully Sal-

’hurﬁl}r moming o locale relatives

of Whitfield, Allen said telegrams
rent to Atlanta and Macon, where
ln brolher and sister were reported

heuse, and Mrs, Huel 'ﬁ“h—” reslding, brought replies they could
back ", yasd !

nol be located,
Gl Mrs, Loulse M, Johnson, 305 East
AScventh street,  wheie Whitlfield
hod been rooming sinee  Feb, 5.
#1934, was  informally  questioned
ngain Saturdny morning by Shers

2 %lite Allen and Justice liolt, but her

ftestimony  related mainly 1o the

m hobits of her tenant and had litle
il bearing on the tragedy iself, She

told of Mrs, Sullivan coming by
=l her ploce on 8 number of occasions
Floand azking fur Whitfield,

Mrs. Johnson smid she had nol
alveen Whitfield but casually in the
last six or seven months, but thal
st all times he seemed o be in
good spirits, was never despondent
wor apparently laboring under dis-

appointment.,
* & @

s

'
v

dSeek Trave of Helailves

Ofticers questioned her  about
her knowledge of Whitfield's rela-
fives in an elfort o locate them.
Mz, Johnson said Whitfield mnce
tnld her he hod a brother, Will
Whitfield, a railroad man living in
Chatlanongs, Tenn. omid a sister,
Alrs, Lillian Ivy, living on Palm
gireet ln Atlanta. She sl said bhe
ence told her that he had o sister
fiving on n farm 17 miles from
Hot Springs, Ark. and that she un-
dersiond the sister's pame to be
Mrs. Annie Kinney.

With that information, officers
started A new efforl to lncate these
relatives,

Charles 'I'.!uﬂ}'.nﬂmlﬂaplr nlp;:;
widson Sash o Dinog cnm
E“!mﬂrﬂ Whitfield had been cm-
ploved since last March 1. rald
Whitfield alsa had a son, Joe, and
enderstord thal the son was in the

navy,

Sherilf Lee O. Allen  ordered
fingerprints o be laken of Whit-
ficld at the ©Crak funeral heme,
hoping by this menns to locate rel-
plives of (he dead man,

* Ll L]
Two Women Tesiily

Twn women, Mrs. Sophia Sulll-
van &t 200 Park lame, and Mrs
Dixie Horel, resident of Ideal Re-
preal iold their stories of the af-
foir o Jusilce lalt st the esurt
of inguiry Friday,

Whitfield's death came 1o ailen-
tion of officers Friday at 2:3% p
m. when Mrs Sulliven drove het
sedan  Inlo the ambulance drive-
way of the Cook Funeral home
wilh Whitfields body resting in the
blood-suaked bock seal, 8 large
blue hole ‘n his lofi chest just be-
lowe the eollar bone  The hole was
made by o charge of 3 14 sha!
fram the right barrel of a sawed-
aff 12 gauge sholgun. and the
wound wos seared  with  poader
burns,  The wound was fully an
inch in diameter, and the rharge
haed ronged upward and Inwored.

Justiee Holt enlled the enuri s
Inquiry after & study af the ease
with Sherifl Allen and Deputles
Sam NMogers ond Paul Blair,  He
subpoenoed Mrs. Bullivan, wha had
gone home. pond Mre, Horst, whe
had not left her home i Ideal
Retrent  where ihe shooting oe-
curred,

Nelther of the two woamen heard
the shni, althoush ke man was
found in Mrs, Sullivan's ear nat
10 feet from Chere they we =, they
asseried,

+ o+
Women Heleased

Roth women were released and
allowed tn gn home after they had
been questloned.  Mrs, Loulse M,
dohnson, 205 East Seventh sireel
landlady o1 the place where Whit-
field staved, wos  alsa rpupEsLingyed
after her name had been brought
intn the testimony by Mes, Sulli-
vamn,

Alding Ineal nfficers in the ques-
linming was Aanger Manny Gault,

Slmrir_l'_ Allen at 10 & m, &n-

The Austin Statesmc;n (1921-1973); Nov 7, 1936

nouneed process had been drawn
for summoning two wiinesses, both
of them women, butl declined in
reveal thelr names pending serv-
g of the subpoenas. The sher. i
sald mdditions] evidencs had come
to thelr attention and the wit-

haed  been  summoned  for
questioning nt the courl of Inquiry
be resumed when the wilnesses

No charges had
the ease, pending lurther lnvesil-
gailon, Sheriff Allen sdid,

Whittield is survived by a son,
doe, n sister, Mre Lilllan Ivy
Allania, Ga. and a brother, “Will
Whitlield of Macon. Ga,
worked bn Austin for about three
years, ml the Davidson plail and
al the Van C. Kelly Lumber com-
been in and oul
in for many wears, fellow
emploves said. ennpidered
him an expert workman, and he
waz making a good salary,

Funernl arrangements are held
up pending word from relatives,

been  filed in




Officers To Keep
Up Inquiry On
Mysterious Case

Hours of Questioning
Fail To Result In
Decision on Case

BAFFLING ANGLE

Peace Officers, Justice
And Prosecutor
Talk With Woman

—_—

Further Mquiry inlo the tatal-
thooling of J. Clifford Whitfield, .

Sl-year-old cabinet maker, Friday
nlternoon near the home of Mrs,
Dixie Harst fn Ideal Retreat, will
be resumed Monday by Justice
Paul T. Holt. it was decided after
a conference Saturday aflernoon
between Sherlff Lee O, Allen, Jus-
tice Holt and Asst, Dist. Atty, Ed-
win G. Moorhead afier Mrs. Sophia
Sullivan, his companion on an aulo-
mobile ride prior to the shooting,
had been informally questioned by
sheriffs officers for two hours.

The investlgation aas continued
after a day ol probing into the
case In which the officers were as
far away from a solution of it as
when they first got word of the
shooting Friday aftcrnoon,

Baffling Folints

Batfling poinis In the case which
sheriff's officers are trying to une
ravel are: Why neither Mrs, Sul.
livan nor Mrs. Horst heard the
report of the gun which officers
declare was fired within three feet

[

iContinued on Page 8, Col. 5)

of Mre. Horst's back door,
what happened to a diamond ring
reveral
whas wearlng prior to the shooling
and which was missing when his
bod¥ came into the morgue at the
Cook Funeral home,

The officers alsn are Lrying 1o
determine what
large sum of 'money one witness
said Whitficld lold her he had and
which was not in a wallet found
in the car after the tragedy.

Mrs, Sullivan was «iestioned by
Deputy Sheriff - Sam Rogers
more than an hour.
lold Rogers that she had no knowl-
rdge
large sum of money, gaving he
paid for a soft drink and & cup of
colfee at the Canlina Friday noon
out of some change.

Mrs. Sullivan during the ques-
liwning by
that Whitlield was wearing Friday
' was a diamond ring belonging to
| her and that be returned it to her
| en route to Ideal
the fatal shooling occurred,

. Al the enurt of Ingulry.

witnesses  said Whitfield

in a

happened

for
Calmly, she

of  Whitfield carrying any

Says Ring Mers

Says Blery Plausible

“There's nothing in her story that
dovs nol sound plausible,” Moor-
head declared. .

He added that the case will re-
main in the hands of Justice Holt
until he completes his inguiry and
hands down a verdicl as to how
Whitficld met his death,

During the day, Mrs. L. L. Hach-
nel. who lives on the Webberville
road, in a swourn statement made
befure Justice Hult and  several
deputy sheriffs at her home Satur-
day mornlng, sald Mrs. Sullivan and
& man introduced to her as “Mr,
Whitfield" drove their cur Into the
rear yurd of her home, and Mrs
Sullivan wunled to buy a chicken.
Mra. Sullivan requested that she
place the chicken in a coop and
rald she would return for it later,
Mre. Hachnel's stalement said.

While the three were standing
outside In Mrs. Haehnel's yard
near the automobile of Mrs, Sul-
livan, Mrs, Haehnel teslified, each
ol the tiree had three drinks of
Whiskey, and added thet the whis-
key belonged to her. While they
were in the yard, Mrs. Harhnel
sald Mrs. Sullivan opened her purse
to get a cigarette and “she Eave
me one™

T saw

Rugers said the ring

Relreat before

Mrs. Sullivan calmly told Dep.

| Sheriff Rogers that she belleves

that Whitfield was shot nccidental-

ly after he returned
| from a irlp down the river to hunt
| fome squirrels,
Friday night belore Jusliee Holl,
Mrs. Sullivan expressed the opinlon
that Whittield did nét commit sui-
cide but did not acenunt otherwise
i tor his death,

to the car

During the inquiry

After sheriffe offlcers hind ques.

j Honed her, Mrs. Sullivan was ques-
{lloned for a short time by Asst,
¢ Dist. Atty. Moorhead In his office
" behind
| sald afier the questioning that she
(told the same story that she told

clused daore.  Moorhead

. thay she had a amall,
pistol in & small leather lcnbbard."l
Mrs. Haehnel said. In her state-
ment.  She took the pistol out

of the purse and she put it up
to my face™

Alrs. Haehnel continued: *1 sald
let me see that gun—Is that & real
un® and qunted Mrs. Sullivan
as saying it was s real gun.

Whiifleld Cislmed IHte Mad Cash

Mrs. Haehinel sald “Mrs, Sullivan
and Mr. Whillicld left my house
about 10 & m. and went 10 Austin
when they left my home™

Mrs. Haehnel amplitied the stafe-
ment when Dep. Sheriff Sam Rog-
ers took the wrilten statement pre-
pared by Justice Holt oul ta her
to read and slgn early Saturday
afternoun and sdded:

“Mr. Whittield had «
hand, when Mrs. Sullivan called
my attemtion to it and Mrs. Sul-
livan made the remark that it came
out of a 10-cent store. It looked
a diamond ring.

“Mr. Whittield said he had $90
in cash and a $120 check when he
mentioned about buying some more
whiskey.™

ing on his

Two Austin women questioned by Justice of the
II’eace Paul T. Holt and niembers of the sherifi’s
{ depariment in the shotgun death Friday afternoon
el J. Clifford Whitfield, Austin rcabinet-maker,
|are shown above, Leflt, Mrs. Sophia Sullivan,
companion of Whitfield on an automobile ride
just prior to the {atal shooting, is shown using the

by Neal ODouine

Phates
telephone in the office of Peace Justice Holt,
where the inquiry was held, At right, Mrs, Dixie
Horst, near whose home Whitfield's lifeless body
was found, is shown demonstrating to the court
of inquiry how Mra, Sullivan reacted when Whit-
field's death was discovered. “She raised her hands
like this,” Mrs. Torst said, “and said: "My Ged.

Ie’s been shot’”
ture,

The camera caught the ges.

The Austin American (1914-1973); Nov 8, 1936
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Davidson Sazh snd Door mill ulfl
he saw Whitfield wearing a man’s
diamond ring Monday and also that
he saw Whillicld with seven bills
in his purse, when he pald a debt
at a local tavern.
Relntives Munted

Leonard Wright, city fingerprint
expert, ook Whitfield'’s prinis st
the funera] home Saturday. Sheriff
Allen sald he inlended 1o send
them to the federal bureau of in-
vestigation in an effort to locate
relatives of the dead man,

Telegrams were sent by Sherif!
Allen Saturday morning to the chiel
of police of Chattanoogs, Tenn,
hoping to Iocate Will Whitfield, a
brother; to the chiefl of police al
Riverside, Cal. hoping to locale
Joe, a son; to Furt Smith, Ark., to
locate Anna Kennedy, s relative
sald to be living on Whitfield's
farm near Hot Springs, Ark.: and
to Atlanta, Ga., pulice, asking them
to notify Mrs. Lillian Ivy, a sister.

Saturday night- Allen received
telegrama from Atlania, Hot Springs
and Riverside, reporting that they
were unable o locate the persans
inguired about.

Funeral arrangemenis were de-
ferred pending the location of rela-
tives,
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Justice Declares
'| Unknown Person
MRS, SULLVAN | ™ Killed Whiteld
T ———

Charge May Be Filed

Mrs. Sophia Sullivan, 201 Park »
Lane, whn has appeared belore On NEW EVIdEnCE
Justice Paul T. Holt's court of in-| —_—
quiry into the death a week ago Any further Inqulry into the fatal

of J. Clifford Whitlicld, escaped’ | shootlng of J. Clifford Whil.field,
i"'l'f's? :'!E T‘:;«":‘tﬂg night in an' §i 54.year-old cabinet maker, which
acciden} in whic Ivey- of Al- H ocenurred nesr Deep Eddy Jast Fri
lanta, Ga, brothersin-law of the, Iﬂﬂ! one week agn was left to the

dead man, was her companlon, i
Mrs. Sullivan's Pontlac sedan and || "eXt Travis county grand Jury in

a Chevrolet sedan driven by R. M. || ® Vverdict reached Saturday by
Young af 4504 Avenue F, collided in! || Justce Paul T. HolL

front of The Tower, 311 South Con- Halt raid he wollld emer & noA-
gress, at 11:30 p. m, according to [ ton on the inquest dockel. after
Officer H. H. Kullenberg, who in- || RIVIng some of the details of the
vestigated the collision, . || investigation he conducted for nine

- - *
! I |l days, Whilefield met death of gun-
o o e s e [ i wounds et e s " un
Sullfvans more seriously, ut ol | KTppen DETIOD oF PECROnY e il
nn:[;;:l an;-:u, ' of Newton. be empanelled at the opening of
wha “,E:“!mmp?“ o Iﬁmih ““"“';'- the 53rd district courts January
liquor  package siore . adjace small i term the first Monday in January.
The Tower, witnessed the sccident . Hol sald after reaching his ver-
He said 'h.;_“]-. CATS Were ‘fﬂ\’ﬂ]iﬂg‘ dict that he ‘Etﬂl]hl‘lﬂ"d the Cook
south on South Congress and that (| funeral home and directed that the
he noticed the Pontiac when it ap- || body be released to E M, lvie of
peared in be veering toward the |!Allania, Ga., brother-in-law of
east side of the street, on which || Whittield. Mr. Ivie arrived here
The Tower s localed. last Thursday from Atlanta, and
"I saw they were going to hit. [} following his arrival a fresh inves-
and I stepped sort ol back of the || tigation was started by Dep. Sherift
eorner of the butlding. I was afraid || Warren (Rip) Collins
the cars were coming right at me Collins called for the guestioning
““d [ dldnl B;?.“t iﬂ uﬂt rin n"ﬂr.“ h["‘ Dj:ie I'ﬂ“‘. near whose hum
<o O v the fatal shooting occured, and
<0 Lharges Flled Mrs. Sophia Sullivan, 200 Park
Mrs. Sullivan told Officer Kullen- || Lane, in whose automo™"e Whit-
berg, according to Depew, who she || field's body was found.
was and introduced her campanion Collins Saturday announced he
ns_the brother-in-law of Whitfield. || ad secured some new evidence In
hhé,r:‘m%'"lﬂ:’t" g s n;ld. t"-“""’égg the care but declined to reveal Its
e e D
turning in at The Tower bu; was || nature. He said he would continue
merely indieating it ta Iver. m',m‘:""l“ ;:“ of the case.
Officer Kullenberg turned in a || N6 charges had been filed in con-
report on the accident to the police A o the Ccase oSalurday,
tralfic bureau. No charges hnd || 2 though Collins indicated one
been filed Friday. might be filed later.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Nov 13, 1936, The Austin American (1914-1973), Nov 15, 1936



Sarah Frances Sullivan

Feted on First Birthday

Sarah Frances Sullivan celebrated
her {irst birthday Saturday at a:
lawn party given by her parents,!
Mr. and Mrs. Bill E. Sullivan, at
their home, 203 Park Lane. :

A pink and white color scheme:
was highlichted by a birthday cake
decorated in pink and white and .
centered with one pink candle. i

Guests were Karen Brown, Mary
Ann Hooper, Bridget Hood, Lyn-!
ette Hooper, Janie Powell, Kenny:

Baker, Terry Ross. Gerry Ross,
Larry Lay, Robert Harris and
Bobby Ford.

Also Mesdames Tod Ford, Wal-

: lace Lay. Eugene Brown, Dee

Logue. Lou Fruth and the honoree’s
grandparents, Mr, and Mrs., O. L.
Franklin.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jul 20, 1948
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