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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
JANUARY 24,2022
PR-2021-191341/GF-2021-205527
3621 WINDSOR ROAD

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1949 house and garage apartment.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, cross-gabled brick residence with basement, central copper-roofed bay window, partial-width covered porch,
and mulled and single multi-light wood windows. A two-story garage apartment clad in brick and board-and-batten siding
is behind the primary building.

RESEARCH

The house at 3621 Windsor Road was designed by C. H. Page and Son and constructed in 1949 for Alma Langham Thomas,
along with a rear accessory dwelling unit, originally servants’ quarters. Thomas, a former rancher, school principal, and
oilwoman, was a prominent philanthropist and civic contributor during her tenure in the home. Born a rancher’s daughter
and married to rancher E. R. Thomas, who died in the 1920s, Thomas spent her early life in Oklahoma and West Texas.
Upon moving to Austin to attend the University of Texas at age 38—along with her two sons—she completed a Master’s
degree and returned to Midland to work as a school principal. Thomas moved back to Austin in 1948 after oil was discovered
on her family’s ranchland. She traveled extensively for the rest of her life, donating art objects from her travels to university
collections throughout the state.

Thomas was the first woman appointed to Southwestern University’s executive board of trustees. She was honored for her
philanthropic contributions to arts education with a theater building bearing her name in 1956. In Austin, she was a leading
patron of the fine arts, serving on the boards of the Austin Arts Council, Austin Woman’s Club, Texas Fine Arts Association,
and Austin Symphony.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building, designed by C. H. Page and Son, displays early Ranch- and Revival-style influences.

b. Historical association. The property appears to have significant historical associations with philanthropist Alma
Thomas.

¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Consider initiation of historic zoning based on the home’s association with Alma Thomas. Should the Commission decide
against historic zoning, encourage adaptive reuse and rehabilitation or relocation, then release the demolition permit upon
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.



LOCATION MAP

D5-2

N L~ W EUBJECT TRACT

A [hrenomc case LOCATION:3821 WINDSOR ROAD

L - o zomMiNG BOUNDARY

1"=250"

CASE# GF 21-205527

This product |s for inorrational pUPoses and may nol have besn prapared for of ba sulabk for lagal,

gineenrg, o auneying pury B s ol wprssnt an on-he-ground suney mnd iemessr oy the
appromimate relatiee incation of proparty boundanas.

This product has besn produced by ST for the soke purpose of geographic melerenoe. Mo wamanty s made
by thes Caty of Aushn reganding specific scourscy or compleisrse,



PROPERTY INFORMATION




1
i
1
H
i




D5-5

Demolition permit application, 2021
Occupancy History
City Directory Research, December 2021

1959  Alma Thomas, owner (widow of E.R.)
1957 Alma Thomas, owner
1955 Alma Thomas, owner
1952  Alma Thomas, owner

1949  Address not listed

Biographical Information

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION WORK
CONTINUING HERE AT FAST PACE

Building construction continued
at a fast pace in Austin last week
with residential building showing
no signs of abating despite con-
tinued higi prices of materials and
labor costs.

The largest single residential per-
mit issued during the period was
one for $32.500 for the construction
of a masonry residence at 3621
Windsor Road for Mrs. Alma:
Thomas. Robert Morris is general
contractor and the firm of C, H.
Page and Son. architects, on the
residence consisting of one story
and basement with seven rooms,
:wo baths and a lavatory.

The Austin American (1914-1973); May 23, 1948



GEORGETOWN, May 10 (SC)—
At the 112th commencement this
spring  Southwestern University
will confer honorary degrees on six
outstanding Texans: John H
Sharpe of Austin, Herman Brawn
of Houston, Mrs, Alma Thomas of
Austin, George W. Vaught of AMe-
dinn, the Rev. Wesley V. Hite of
Dnllas and the Rev. W. Richard
Swaln of Longviaw,

Sharpe, who will be awarded
the doctor of civil law degree,
holds the AB degree from South-
western. Formerly a2 member of
Ithc Commiasion of Appeals of the

Texas Supreme Court, he has been
nssoclate justice of the Texas Su-
preme Court since 1835.

The doctor of laws degree will
be conferred upon Brown, Mrs.
Thomas, and Vaught,

Brown, who was a student of the
University of Texas, organized. de-
veloped and i now president of
Brown and Root Construction
Company., Ha {2 a director of the
Texas Eastern Transmission Cor-
poration, chalrman of the board of
Capital National Bank of Austin,
member of board of Clty National
 Bank of Houston, member of board
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SOUTHWESTERN TO HONOR 6 TEXANS

of Armco Steel Carporation, vice
president of Highland Ol Com.
pany, Esperado Mining Company,
and Texas Rallway Equipment
Company, and also serves as direc.
tor of the Brown Ship Building
Corporation. In 1948 he was clected
a trustee of Southwestern Univer-
sity and Is serving as treasurer of
the board.

Mrs. Thomas altended Sul Ross
College and recclved her BA and
MA degrees from the University
of Texas. She has done graduate
work at various universities, n-
cluding University of ‘California,
New York University, Harvard,
Universily of Wisconsin and Amers
fcan  Unlversity In Washington,
From 1931 to 1842 Mrs. Thomas
served as principzl of the elemen-
tary school in Midland, She at-
tended the National Educatlon Ase-
soclatlon in Japan And served as
vice president of the state Delta
Kappa Gamma. Mrs. Thomas s a
member of the American Assocla-
tion of Unlversity Women, the Art
League, the Board of Missions »of
the Southwest Texas Conference,
and a trustee of Southwestern Uni-
versity. Always an enthuslastio
traveler, Mrs. Thomas has twice
visited Europe, the Carribean, Nor-
way, Africn, the Mlediterranean
area, has made a trip around the
world, and recently toured South
America,

The Austin American (1914-1973); May 11, 1952

MRS, ALMA THOMAS ... siatue is moon goddess from Bali
—i%eal Dougiass Tnoto)
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Magellan Straits Impress
Mrs. Thomas During Trip



{Editor’s Note: This Is another
In a series of ariicles appearing in
the Sunday Amerlcan-Statesman
on the most interesting experi-
ences some of Auvsiin's travelers
have encountered in thelr jour-
neysj,

By ELLEN SCHMIDT

“I have never seen a place so
mysterious,” exclaimed Mrs. Alma
Thomas, 3621 Windsor Road, of the
quiet waters of the Strait of Magel-
lan which she visited on a recent
eruise of several South American
countries,

The wind, always from the
Pacific, loses ils force upon meet-
ing the current from the Atlantic,

sajd Mrs. Thomas in describing the

mystic silence of the straits she
crossed on the cruiser Coronia only
a short while ago.

“We just glided along on the
smooth water between glaciers {rom
the ice fields of surrounding moun-
taing . . . they looked very cold
and very blue,” she continued,
Comparing the latitude of the
straits with that of Iceland, the
traveler found even more contrast
in the barren waste and sand dunes

of the Pacific side of the scene.

Here the boom city of Punta
Arenas (Land of sand) houses a

refining industry, a product of the’

recent discovery of oil

ONE OF THE islands, Masa
Tierra, is a very rugged, sustere
fishing town of 400 Spanish-speak-
ing inhabitants. But due io modern
refrigeration, they are able to
freeze their fish and lobster, which
are delicious, exclaimed Mrs
Thomas.

This being Mrs. Thomas' second
trlp down - the Sputh American
continent, her boat, the first eruiser
known io pass through the straits,
was docked in Montivideo and her
party toured the river La Platte to
Buenos Aireg while she remained
in Montivideo, Passing through the
Panama Canal and down the West
Coast to Valparalso, the ship went
south and then east to Montivideo,
she said outlining her course.

The wardrobe problem in going
from north to south, Mrs. Thomas
found acute.

“It was cold from New York to
the Gulf of Mexico,” she explained,
“and through the equatorial zone
it was hot. It was'cold in Valparaiso
and very cold in the strails.”

“Going around the world is dif-
ferent,” she said. She was referring
to a cruise in 1851 which started
from New Orleans and continued
west through the Panama Canal

“WE TRAVELED almost in the
path of the raft Kontiki, landing
on the island where it was wrecked,
visiting the South Pacific islands of
Fijl, British anl American Samoa,
Jave and Ball," she related.

Guadalcanal with its post-war
ruins was “terrible,” she sald, add-
Ing that they left the ship at Ceylon
and had a week's flylng trip
through India.

India was not the most enjoy-
able or the most pleasant but the
most Interesting country she ever
visited, ghe said expressing sur-
prise at the wide gap between
Nehru and his people and the low-
er class,

“Women in the sireet are not as
velled ag they used to be,” she was
happy to comment. She added that
she believes planned parenthoed
and birth control are becoming
more prevalent.

called the “Tower of Sllance.”
Thomas found beautiful.

“heaut
the Adriatle te Zanzibar.

throu

a8t Capetown.

exiled.

much more sacred.

to see people jump,” ;h{ sald,
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were lvory carving, silver and rug
making which, she says, were done
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Scenes which Impressed her most | Some men even caught the
wers the Indlan way of “puttlng |substance in their - handkerchiefs
away the dead” and seelng cows |and sniffed it while dancing, she
—even st the temple gate. Two |3ald.
methods of the former were clted
as cremation and the more prosaic |iry, thinks Mrs. Thomas.
method. of leaving the body to
vultures at what- is commonly |after her South American trip,

The crowd is part of the pagean-
Not content to stay put long

from which she returned only a

few weeks ago, Mrs, Thomas Is
Crafis of the old chﬂintinmﬂh{:i already plannine another.

On May 27, after receiving an
honorary degree from Southwestern
University only & few days before

lly.” The boat picked up |that, she will fly to England for
her party at Bombay and crossed | the coronation qu Queen Elizabeth.
There | After the coronation she plans to
they went east on a traln ftrip | take a motor trip through the
Afrleca—Vietoria Falls, | English lake region and into Scot-
Kruger National Park and Johann- | land. .

esburg—and jolned the boat again

Things Mrs. Thomas has brought
back with her have been mostly

The next stop wes St Helena wooden, but she has some venectian

glass and some la Lique glass from

the island on which Napoleon was | Prance. An oval table with two

legs made out of monkey pod wood

IN EUROPE in 1850, Mrs. Thomas from Hawali serves as a coffee
saw the Oberammergau Passion | table in her patio, which is done
Play in ils original setling. That |In bamboo, An elephant table, the
also happened to be Holy Year |base of which is in one plece, i
the pageantry ?f which almaest | from Africa,
equaled that of the Mardi Gras in v
Rio de Janeiro, but was, of course | Fom Bali, and the head of g larger

Also wooden is 2 moon goddess

ane in dancing costume, Other
priceless treasures include elephant

“In Rio, children appeared ir |tusk lamps from Africa and a
devil costumes, and people danced |voluminous dlary.
to the Mardi Grazs theme song ove:
and over again” explained the |even though they are not as pretiy,”
traveler, who found delight in the g‘ailba::'s e ot
beautiful eostumes and the sprayin H coco!
of ether as a practical jnkpz—“juf' leaves for makeshift shoes and

“Americans make things better

explaifiing how the

bags.
She also has metals to represent

the various countries—silver from
ine Various countries—silver from

Peru; copper from Chili; gold from
Argentina; and specimens of many
of the 400 different kinds of hard
woods and semi-precious stones to
be found in Rio.

Frat To Honor
Austin Woman

GEORGETOWN, Nov. 14 (5C)—
Mrs. Alma Themas, 3621 Windsor
Road, Austin, will be msialle_ﬂ ina
Tuesday evening receplion as
patroness of Southwestern Univer-
sity's Delta Nu chapter of Delta
Omlcron, national music fraternity.

The ins{allation of Mrs. Thomas
in Southwestern's Laura Kuyken-
dall Hall will precede the fall con-
cert of the chapter at 8 pm. in the
university auditurium,

Mrs. Thomas is a member of the
executive committee of the board
of trustees of tbe university and
last May received the hanorary
LLD degree fror: Southwestern for
her efforts. in behalf of Texas
Methodist education wnr!x. ’

Present at the instaliation of Mrs.
Thomas will be Mrs. Ralph Jones.
Jota Province president of Delta
Omicron: Mrs. Thomas Douglass,
chapter adviser; and Mrs. Iola Bow-
den, faculty adviser, Presiding aver
the installation -eremonies will be

ident of Delta Nu chapter.
A lover and a collector of art,
Mrs. Thomas is a member of the

ciation, and patron of the Austin
Svmphony. [n 1951, she endowed
Southwestern's School of Fine Arts.
She is the only woman o serve on
the university's board of trustees
during its century-old history.
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Marjorie Zimmerian, student pres- |

Art League, Texas Fine Aris Asso-'




| GEORGETOWN, Dec. 23—Con-
| struction on two new Southwestern
| University, buildings totaling $750,-
| 000 is expected to begin about
i Jan. 15, President Willlam C.
Finch has announced.

Contracts were signed Wednes-
day for the Alma Thomas Fine
Arts Center and the Martin Ruter
Boys Deormitory, first unit of a.
gtnpuscd three-unit men's dormi. |
ory, i

Southwestern Buildings
Will Cost $750,000

ens of Austin, Cameron Falrchild

of Houston, a Southwestern ex-stu-
dent, is the architect,

The boys dormitory will be com-
pleted by Sept. 15 in time for the
fall enrollment,” Dr. Finch said.
1t will be located to Lhe rear and |
west of the chapel and will house |
100 men students, It is to he the!
first of three men's dormitories of |
that capacity, forming an open |
end quadrangle.

The Alma Thomas Fine Arls

The- facully commitiee, composed
of Dean Henry E. Meyer, Pro-
fessor John D, Richards.and Pro-
fessor Angus Springer, has worked
closcl{ with other members of the
School of Fine Arts in completing
delails, The university bullding
committee for the project is com-
posed of Dr, Claude C, Cody Jr,
of Houstan; Mrs, Alma Thomas of

The contract calls for the com-
pletion of both in 1955, Contracior
for both buildings is Rex D. Kitch-

Center, named in honor ol Mrs.
Alma Thomas of Austin, Is the re-
sult of a year of careful study,

Austin; Dr. I J, McCook, vice

president in charge of finance of

}(l;e l:.nlvcrs!w ; and Dr, Finch, pres-
en

#
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Southwestern University
Arts Center Dedicated

GEORGETOWN, April 14—The
Alma Thomas Fine Arls Center,
named in honor of Mrs. Alma
I'homas of Auslin, was dedicated
here Saturday afternoon al South-
wesltern Universily,

A magnificent struclure built at
a cost of more than a half million
dollars, the center provides 27
semi-acoustically treated and air
conditioned practice rooms, 11
studios, classrooms, arl studio,
lecture rooms (to he used for chair
rchearsals, piano recitals, ecte.),
recilal hall fseating 700, listening
rooms, reading room, art gallery,.
administrative oflfices, elc.

»One of the mosl modern and best

‘equipped college theatres in the

stale is also a part of the center.
Wilh a seating capacity of 850, it
has been designed with special at-
tention 1o acoustical perfection.
Theatre inlerior is finished with
mahogany vencer and the stage is
large enough for the presentation
of theatre-in-the.round productions
with an audience of 1350 seated on
the stage itsell. The lighling equip-

ment is adaptable to both methods
of presentation. In connection with
the thealre there is a workshop,
flat storage, dressing rooms, cns-
tume slorage, green room, lighting
contrel room, etc. )

Mrs. Thomas is a distingulshed
trustee of Southwestern Universi-
ty. A native Texan, she has spent
a great portion of her lile on A
ranch. Her life has heen packed
with experiences of utmost vari-
ely. She is a devated churchwom-
an, a world traveler and a collec-
tor of art. Three years ago she
made an oulstanding contribution
to education when she endowed the
School of Fine Arls at Southwest-

ern,
A praduate of the Universily of
Texas, Mrs. Thomas has done

araduate work at Harvard, Mich-
igan University, University of Cali-
fornia, New York University, and
the American Universily in Wash-
ington, D. C. She holds the Master
of Arts degree from the Universi-
ty of Texas and the LLD degret
frodg Southwestern Uiniversity.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Apr 14, 1956




Rancher,
Teacher,
Oilwoman

By NANCY PHILIPS JONES
Written for The American-Stalesman

N a ftrip around the world a shipmaie
turned to Mrs. Alma Thomas and urged
her to join the couples on the dance floor.

Mrs. Thomas laughed with delight but re-
mained seated.

“However, I will be dancing every step with
you," she explained.

This great sense of appreciation for all that
life has offered and thrown at her has kept Mrs.
Thomas in step.

Sometimes she is running ahead and at 73
the knows when {o run.

Tall, straight and proud Mrs. Thomas is a
rancher first, a teacher second and a rich oil-
woman third. [

All prepared her for her present rnlle of phi-
lanthropist, civie leader and world traveler.

The Fine Arls Center at Southwestern Uni-
versily was made possible by the donations of
Alma Thomas and was named after her. There
is a siern portrait of her, painted by Wayman
Adams, hanging on lhe wall

Mrs. Thomas definitely did nol like the idea
of the center being named after her and was
seething inwardly while sitting for the portrait.

The tall ranch woman prefers to remain
anonymous in her numerous donations for the
benefit of mankind. This includes scholarships,
orphanages, church chapels, summer camps,
charities.

) Anstm Amgr r:q_-a.r-.l'r:lt‘d Press
MRS. ALMA THOMAS
A fine arls patron.



Her preseni project, as a member of the In-
ternational Goodneighbor Couneil, is the pro-
motion of maintenance funds for scholarships
open to Latin students.

“A lot of scholarships are not being used
because these studenis can't afford living ex-
penses,” she poinis oul.

Mrs. Thomas knows all about
penzes.

Born in Troup, Texas. Oct. 1, 1834, Alma
Langham was the second of nine children of
a cattle broker. Since her father was gone a
great deal following the cattle busineszs, the
Langham family grew up to be self reliant and
adjustable.

Both sides of her family were sirong Meth-
odist, following the custom of the eldest son
being dedicated Lo the ministrv.

“Alma 1s a rugged individualist . , . she re-
minds me of those statues you see of pioneer
women,” a close friend commented.

The Herd Law, which kept cattle off farm
land, finally drove the family to Oklahoma,
then Indian lerritory and open country.

Lawton was a city of tents and Mrs. Thomas
recalls that a sign over a local saloon read
“All Nations welcome except Carrie”,

In 1910 Alma, an 18 year old willowy bru-
netie with fun eyes, married E. R. Thomas,
rancher from a Texas ranching family.

living ex-

'fHEY had iwo sons, Thalbert R., now living

al 4205 Edgemonl, and James Louis,

rancher and architecl, who died suddenly one
April at the age of 41.

As the farmers moved in to Oklahoma the
cattlemen moved oul and the Thomas family
moved to Midland and the ranch life of Wesl
Texas.

“I wouldn'l take anything for the life on the
ranch when the children were growing up—
they learned self reliance-early, to cook, to be
mechanics.

“They never necded lo be psychoanalyzed.”

The whole [family rode horseback every
morning, following the routine of ranch life
that has all but disappeared from the modern
scene,

“There is no use of anybody living to be
90 to get all the experience of life—you can
get it all in 10 days riding herd,” the big boned
woman grinned.

She referred to the time she was riding with

her husband, taking the caltle to pasture near -

Seminole. Of the 310 head of cattle they lost
90 to gyp water, the remainder stampeded:
and after falling exhausted inio their bedroll
the couple woke up the next morning to find
they -had been sleeping with a stray, strange
dog. )

Tragedy hit the family in the ill faled month
of April, 1923, when E. R. Thomas fell 1o
hiz death while repairing a windmill.

Mrs. Thomas' stern self discipline helped her
carry on. She kept the ranch going while the
boys finished high school

(Continued on Page D-10)

Austin American-United Press
SHE BALANCES GOOD FORTUNE WITH GOOD WORKS AND TRAVEL
Mrs. Thomas examines a carving from her art collection.
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RANCHER, TEACHER, OILWOMAN

AContinued from Page D-1)

A die hard optimist, the
widow looked ahead. Her boys

were ready for college. At 38,

. she was a strong, healthy and
Inguisitive -woman.

. All three of them went fo the
- University of Texas. .

" Majoring in sociclogy, Mrs.
Thomas graduated with Louis,
the architect,

When Thalbert graduated she
received  her masters. Her
thesis' waz "Echology of the
&ﬁf& I;ﬁ:ch in West Texas".

W was ready for any-
thing. :

Alma Thomas retwrmed to
Midland as principal - of the
MNorth Ward elemientary scheol
from 192748, She was still
managing the ranch.

With both sons married and
raising their own families, Mrs.
Thomas sold the ranch—refain-

-htataﬂlwhﬂmrﬂmd

The house is a good study of
her personality.

Sturdily built, conservative in
plan, the living room is a sud-
den burst of surprise with vivid
colors magnified by her coliec-
tion of Southwestern art. There
are tasteful momentos of her
travels—a lof of glass and
ceramics—and & collection of
brﬂ!iant Japanese prints shield

the fireplace

Hwem.bestafaﬂisahuge

ing DMoments',”
dedication of the Southwestern

art center Mrs. Thomas asked
the well known Dallas News
Critic John Rosenficld where
be was frpm.

“Sunsets Around the World"”
would be the title of her fourth
book.

Two years ago Mrs. Thomas
made a three week tour of
Russia.

“] came away with the feel-
ing that all people want to be
friends."”

That wvisit played havec with
her linen closet mind.

“] like to have &all my
thoughts neatly arranged like
a linen closet—all foldad away
and I dom't want them dis-
turbed. But in Russia every-

thing was pulled cut and I had

io start re-arranging and fold-
ing all over again.”

Russia was the opposite of
everything she had expected
and she liked the country and
particularly the people.

“A laugh is always a good
entree."

The tall woman loves base-
ball and attends the world
series when her busy schedule
permits, She is active in the
AAUW, the Austin Woman's
Club, the Austin Symphony
League, the Pan American
Round Table and Delta Kappa
Gamma, .

Religion plays the leading

role in life of Alma Thomas and ||
she is a member of the Tarry- |

town Meihodist Church.

She has one big weakness—a |
love for sweeis, Heaven will
be stock piled with chocolate |
eclairs. She will eat them for |

breakiast.

A few years ago Mrs. Thomas.

and several of her friends were’
returning from a trip to the val-
ley when the car engine caught
fire.

The Austin American (1914-1973); Dec 29, 1957
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Mrs. Thomas drove into 'I]‘lEl
nearest filling station.

The attendant was also the
frainmasier. Belore he could
fake care of the car, a train
came pounding in. The sound. |
and confusion was spectacular.

The aftendant - trainmaster
made wild motions at the train
and at the car.

The ladies started scratching |
at the ground for dirt to throw |
on the blazing engine. But Mrs. |
Thomas took off her new spring

- coat and smothered the fire.

“It is cheaper to buy a new
coat than a mew car,” Mrs,
Thomas grinned.
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Alma Thomas
Presented SU
Sullivan Award

GEORGETOWN, June 9 — I'l.||:«I
ciplent of the Algernon Sydney
Sullivan Award at Southweslern

University during commiencement
exercises wns Mrs, Almn Thomns
of Austin, member of the board
of trusiees.,

Given anoually, this  awarnd
“recopnizes  and  encourages  In
others those same principles of
love for aml servier to men,
which were (he dominant chare-
ncteristies of Algernon  Sydaey
Sulllvan,” first presldent al the
New York Southern Soclely for
whom the awnard is numed.

In presenting the awanl, Dr.
Willinm C. Finch, president, said,
"Southweslern  Undversily iakes
pleasure in presenting lo you the
Alpernon Sydney Sullivan. Award
for dislinguished service {o so-
clely and to your fellowman,"

The clinton continued, “Your
inleresl in and concern for people
has been and contimies to be one
of the mnojor motivations of your
life. From clemeniary school
tencher (o trustees of Southwest-
ern Unlversily, delegate to the
Warld Federntion of Fdueation In
Tokyo In 1937 and apain al Rio
de Janciro in 1939, miember of
the International Good Nelghbor
Council, member of the Daard of
Misslons of the Southwesl Texns
Conlerence, your concern for the

children at the Methodist Home in|

Waeo, the youth al ML Wes-
ley, your interest in the arts In
Austin and Southwesiern, all hear
eloquent {estimony fo your sensi-
tive devotion to the wellfare of
your fellowman.

"Long tlme leacher, [riend of
youth, patron of the nrs, de-
voted churchwomnn, world trav-
eler, truslee of the university,
Southwestern tnkes rightful pride
and plensure in bestowlng upon
Almna Langham Thomas the 1958
Mgeronon Sydney Sullivan
Awnard,”

The fine arls cenler at South-
western is named In honor of
Mrs, Thoumnas.

Member Of
SU Board
Geis Citation

GEORGETOWN — In recag-
ntion of “her generosity and
unflagging devotlon to the pro-
motion of musle in Texas", Mrs,
Alma Thomas of Austin, a
member of the Southwestern
University Board of Trustees,
wus glven & cilation as an out-
slanding patron of musle when
the Festival of Contemporary
Music, sponsored hy the Texas
Federation of Muaie Clubs, con-
vened recently in Dallas,

Another citation was glven to
Miss Imn Hopg of Houston for
her *“ouistanding influence {in
the promotion of American
muaje”,

A native Texan, Mrs. Thomna
has spent a great portlon of her
life on a ranch, She I# a devoted
churchwoman, a world traveler,
& collector af arl. She made an
oulstanding contribution to edu
calion when she cndowed the
School of Fine Ariz at South.
western Universily, giving a

structure built at a cost of mom
than a halt million dellars.

A graduaie of Tha Univerally
ol Texns, Mrs, Thomas hat
done graduale work at Harvard
University, Michigan Unlver
sity, Universily of Californin
New York Universily, and the
Ameriean Unlversity in Wash
Inglon, D.C. She holds the mas
ter of nrls degree from The
Universily of Texns and the
LLD degree from Southwestern,

A distinguished {rusice and
member of tho exccullve com-
miites of the Southwestern Uni-
vérsity Board of Trustees, Mrs.
Thomas is the recipient of the|
Algernon  Sydney  Sullivan|
Award from Southwestern Uni-
versity, Given annually, this
award “recognizes and encour-
ages in dthers those same prin-
ciples of love for and service to
men, which were the dominant
characteristics of Algernon Syd-
ney Sullivan”, the first presi-
dent. of the New York Southern
Society for whom the award is
named.

The citations were presented
by Mrs. Few Brewsler of Aus-

tin, who is head of the manu-
script archives committee of
the federation.
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. Austinite,
Firm Due
Awards

Mrs. Alma Thomas of Auslin
and Brooks, Barr, Graeher and[
White, Architects, will be the
recipients of the third annual
Arts Council awards at 5:30
pm. Thursday during a
Chamber of Commerce meeling
at the Stephen F. Austin Holel,

Arts Council president Mrs.
G. Felder Thornhill III and
Dean William Doty of ihe
College of Fine Arls of the
University of Texas will present
the awards.

According to Mrs. Thornhill,
Mrs. Thomas is being honored
for her many contributions fo
the arts in Austin including the

' realization of an educational
'program in the arls  at
Southwestern  University, the

i Ima Thomas Fine Aris Center.
Mre. Thornhill said the

, architectural firm of Brooks,
| Barr, Graeber & White is being
[ honored  “for _ its  many
i contribulions fo the heauty of
: pur cily and the restoration of
jnvaluable historic landmarks."

! She said fthese include the
i Claudia Taylor Johnson Park
"and fountain near the two
- remodeled post office buildings
~n ‘West Sixth Street, the

Tyndon B. Johnson Library,

East Mall Fountain,
incopporation of the 0ld Bakery
PBullding into the new Texas
Highway Department Building
and restoration of the St
David’s Episcopal  Church
block. .

The Arts Council o!;:uﬂm_is.

non-profit, educational service
:qmﬂ:ﬁlM. 1t is composed of
30 directors representing all of
the educational instifutions of

I ﬁlll_liﬂ- e

Sl ates had Airactinrs

Recognition Given
For Civic Efforts

By DIXIE SHIPP chamber has been accused of
Stall Writer having interests adverse 1o
The Austin Arls Counciljthose of improved environment.

presented s  third annual|'i¢ said the committee soon will

recognition s [recommend a slrong position
Alma 11“.‘":2'”' “l: H‘:‘e statement which reflects fhe

archilectural firm of Brooks,|chamber's number one puirpase,
Barr, Graeber and White at the that is concern in maintaining
Chamber of Commerce board of| Mah quality of life.
directors meeting Thursday inj The transporiation resolution
the Stephen F. Austin Hotel. was adopled at the request of
Mrs. Thomas was recognized Mo-Pac railroad on behall of|
for her contributions to theASTRO  (America’s  Sound
Austin Symphony, ZachayTransportalion Review
Scoit Theater and the Alma|Organization.)
Thomas Fine Aris Cenler at| In other depariment reportis,
Southwestern  Universily  in{directors were told of tourism
Georgelown. efforts, which include
Howard Barr accepted the|production of a 2Zi-point interes|
award for his firm, being ure and increased
recognized  for  restorationjpossibilities of a tour-guide
efforts through projects like the|service for Austin; a round-up
park-fountain project at twolcommittes report refleciing 100
remodeled University of Texasinew membership unils; and a
system buildings in downtown|proposal by Vic Mathias,
Austin; incorporation of the Ojd|manager, for improved
Bakery Building into plans for allelephone service al chamber
new  highway  deparimentloffices. The new felephone
headquarters  building  andjarrangement will cost $100 more
oihers. r_ month and provide 16
During the regular business|additional phones and six new
meeting, the board heard ajlines.
progress report on atiempis o] Presidenl Bill Milstead said
establish a  chamberfhe will appoint a commiltee to
environmental commitice. [Mistudy the relationshlp of the
adopled a resolution asking|chamber to its sub-divisions,
Congress to take a close look atlsuch as the Aqua Festival and
proposals for  beiler|Economic Development Council.
transporiation systems. Jack Polk, a member of the
The environmertal commiliee|hoard, sald his firm will donate
has grown out of efforts by thela week-end motor home trip,
chamber to act as a Haison|valsed at $200, 1o winners in the
between business andcurrent chamber membership

environmental groups in mutual|drive.
concern for the “qualily of life
in Austin." i
Hub Bechtol, vice president
for civic affairs, said the

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); May 4 and 7, 1971

D5-13



D5-14

Great-Grandmother Says

‘I've Done a Lot of Living’

BY ANNE DEE with the resting Cenfer oo and oW She jeafmed
Woman's Stafl being namsd The Alma that igloos sre no longer buflt
When  Thalber Thomas Thomas Fine Arts Center. 1 out of solid smow, but out of
graduated from the Unlversity had 1o sisnd for my porirait concrete blocks that are
of Texas in 1930, his mother to go in the hall there. ] didn't coversd with soow and that
wore a cap and gown also. like the idea one bit, but they wsesls mno longer provide |
Alma Thomas had worked = - insisted.” Eskimos with food, clothing
hard for her B.5. degree In . The painting was finally and ahelter, 80 many of the
education, "It wasn't easy to hung and one night, during & pecple have moved o the
ﬁnlback o sc};unl ;:ﬂaﬁl afler heavy piano performence, It  cosst to fish for the herrings.
eing away for years," fell to the fioor with a hes Highligh
recalled Mrs. Thomas. “T crash, recalls Mra. mﬂ' sesing a t;':t‘nih;‘ tg:t :
never could do maith, T could “l remember felling them being processed for its ofl. *T
do a little arithmetic, bat that [ now belonged (o the BiE  kmew whales were big, but not
when it came to algebra. . .oh class of fallen women,” she THAT big™ she said.
my. . ." laughed. avked
One year later, In 1831, She has also helped (he “Mﬂﬁ see lhul’;:
Thalber's  brother,  Louis, Austin  Symphony Orchesira .. always say ves, I got @
received  his  degree  in Soclety, the Zachary Scoit splinter off it,” she laughted
architecture from UT and Theater and the Austin Civie " ' arier  Aima hed doubis
their mother was in cap and Baflet  with constructive . . just how hot the rocks
gown again. This time Mrs. advice and genercus efforts. were fthat one  mative
Thomas was awarded her Mrs. Thomas served on e | _ioooman was walking over
M.5. degree in economics, advisory boards of  the .y Louid ese fhe red hot cosls
“T never could have made it Salvetion Army apd the ook bt T just couldnt
without my boys' help. I was Austin Women's Club, but has .. 0 'lhl‘f were as hot as
erucified every day of my lfe now resigned because "1 was they told me so I walked
as a student.” she laughled. 0 bered.” across them too. 1 goess I
When Mrs. Thomas She is a member ol .4 that 1 practically
husband, Eben Rexford, was Tarrstown_Methodist Chareh < 287 L o B

killed from a fall off a
windmill in Midland, she
realized that she couldn't
“hang on o my boys
forever,” so she took steps to
bhecome  independent. I
gathered all my courape and
decided 1o enter the
Universily of Texas with my
two sons.

I was a fond mother who
couldn't cut the family lies
immediately," she joked.

“It was awfully hard to
learn to study, but my boys
dragged me through math.
School was really a sluggle. T
did more report-making than
anything else,™ she recalled
with & laugh.

While at UT, Alma was
made president of the Present
Day Club, an orzanization
that presented a weekly
luncheon and epeaker. **1 was
able tn meet many of the
professors that way."”

After greaduation. Alma
released the boys lo marry
and  have children™ anpd
returned fo Midland 2% an
clementary school principal
with 11 teachers in Ter
charge. She stayed there for
cight wyears doing some
ieaching along with her duties
as principal.

Teday she is an B&-yeer-old
grandmolher of four and
greai-grandmother of Lhree.
Her son Louls died several
years ago lepving & wife and
lhree children who are still in
Midland. Thalber and his wife
live in Austin. Their daughier,

Siafl Prels by Larry Morpiy

MRS. ALMA THOMAS, WORLD TRAVELER
At B vears, she has visited 127 countries

Tommie Tod, married Bob
The Mandersons
are the parents of Margaret,
10, a student al Casis.

She was recently recognized
by the Arts Council at fts

poing fo practice,
instructors would invariably
stop  beside me
‘Alma, you be the audience.”™
early resigned
herself to doing what she
could in the fields of theater,
presentation for her personal
condributions o
Southwestern University
“reeded s0 much™ and since
it was a Methodist school and
“I'm Methodist,™
possible the housing of an
program in the
aris amd al the university,

"I never could sing, or play
the plano ar wrile,” says Mrs.
Thomas, "so 1 had nothing (o

wanted to sing since [ was a
I was gzealgpus ahout

and tha Travelers Club. “I
hope I'm still a member at
Tarrytown. They might have
kicked me out since I haven't
been there In so long,” she
said. Mrs. Thomas was just
recoving from a broken hip
when she lell and broke six
ribs.

Before her Injuries, she
spent much of her lime
traveling. "1 guess you could
call it my hobby.” She has
visited 127 countreies
including five irips 1o South
America, fthree visits to

three summers in Mexico
where she studied Spanish.
She has spent much lime in
Eurcpe, generally touring
with the Travelers Century
Club. Membership in the

— orgapization Is  limiled 1o

those who have wisited a
minimum of 190 countries.

One of the high peints of all
her trips was attending the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth
1. *1 wasn't able to get in the
Abbey  where zhe was
crowned, but I watched her as
she came dowmn the driveway
in her little gold carriage.”

Alma has a replica of the
golden orb that the Queen
carried at her coronation
June 2, 1852,

One of the most exciling
trips for Mrs. Thomas was 1o
the Norih Pole. “We had to
use  helicopters io  land
because the planes couldr't
come In and take off on (ke

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); May 23, 1971

couldn't stand on them for an

While ofill in Africa she
decided that she wanted fo

she left the guided tour,
“We'll tell them which way
you went,” they jokingly

Alma alss foundly
remembers ftulip time In
Holland. 1 just wanled o sit
down and stay,” she said.

She has kept a dally dlary
on all of her trips which, she
zays, the family is alresdy
fighting for possession of. “I
wrole in it every day
religiously — no matter how
tired I was,™ she recalled.

“T've done & lot of living.
but keeping that diary was
probably on of the crarest
things I've ever done.”

Hler home is [illed with
items she has coliecled
throughout her travels. An
inlaid wooden ftable has a
concealed music box which
when opened plays the Isle of
Capri — where she bought the
tiny Lable. Wooden
hand-carved stsives from the
Sguth Sea Islands, a rose
quartz figurine from China,
carved elephant fusks made
inlo lamps and a complele set
of eight Royal Doullen
ligurines of seven English
queens and Florence
Nightingale are some of her
favorite pieces collected on
her many journeys.



Permits

(osc i WATERSERVICEPERMIT € Ne 13
= . _Austin. Texas 7 4/ J/

rplaced by 2"’ Ia.}oﬁC~3537'

THOMAS, Mrs. Alma, 92, 2621
Windsor Rnad died Tuesday. Serv-
ices were Wednesday at Tarrylown
United Methodist Church. Survi-
vors: sisters, Alice Barnes of San
Marcos, Golda Brown of Duncan,
Okla.; brother, Ray Langham of
Temple; four grandchildren; six
great-grandchildren. (Weed-Corley)

The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980); May 4, 1977
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Address jéc:? / ..N/Af 2 55 ff?}{‘g :

N R LY Y S e

Amount... /H t{,?——(

Plumber.. ﬁ/l()n’ ]/Cbﬁ_} e
e ad
14

Date of Connecnon
Size of Tap Made..
Size Service Made. /
Size Main Tapped.. é .
From Front Prop. Line to Curb cuck7r~5"
me/‘:—" Prop. Line to Curb Cock... S
Location of Meter- d 12V,
. Type of Box.......A=9. C/ ;2—5 ”*"f:
Depth of an in StL SS—
Depth of Service Line.. z? ’&..S—
From Curb Cock to Tap on Mnm.!,_. I
Chorckod by Tnor Dant. 0 122)0-7_ 62K

To the Superintendent of Sanitary Sewer Divigion, City of- kustin Tens. st

Sir:— )
I hereby make anplication for E?E connection and- mstruct'ons on' prm'

Virs. ALiva
'furthler described as Lot.

suhaq:mon 2T

In this place.there are to be installe :
I a.gree to pay t:he City af Austin, the regular ordinance charge.

]

’ . .
DeptH &t Prop. Lme.,‘,g..: ,,,,,,,,, “f ”'Raiﬁ&?tﬁmy,
S out. 3
. L
} (wwnna iVJ‘-
. Date

Sewer Service Permit, 1949
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' T T
wiod. gt WATER SERVICE PERMIT  C wne 3837
how it AL A Austin, Texas

wes¥ % Received of MRE’" /44.-&15‘-_ _._.7;;‘59 2. 2.5 . Date. é"‘?{/ ‘2’?

a0t

fme Address...

9

Date of Connection... -7 / 3.- ¢ F

Size of Tap Made...

@
......... g
I:} Size Service Made.. . Q » “
Q,\ Yize Main Tapped " rrereeere e
Q_‘-' From Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock. 7 ..S".. i
ri From E ~ Prop. Line to Curb Cnck? ¢P .
. ..%"3\ Location of Meter.. . v 123 | __‘
3 Type of Box......... 4. € e | ¥
A Depth of Main in St..c7, . & 2
. Depth of Service Line...7C..2 g 5
w From'Curb Cock to Tap on MainPuaac mmv;
\®  _Checked by Engr- Dept. 5~ 7*=52 247 | 5 N
Water Service Permit, 1949
.\ - B o T
D 099 WATER SERVICE PERMIT
Block ... Auﬂin. Texas.isreienve G N° 03503
Plat Sec......... //’S .
wo TRO(;{']\Q(! of. 2t l!! ( /'7 ’)4‘-'5 P .ff;?a‘.) rerengreeredfaemranrreneaes ....Dute.s._.f.z = ?Ji',‘—
SLr\:u: Address.. b i ... SBize of I\qu‘.m:../f'... .
Amount. e /.(f"f ooy
Subdivision...........fd g Bl Flef 4 f —No*"
Date of Connection” /7. P
I':"f?i Sizeof Tap Made........
2 SizeService Made..... i |
Fg. Size Main Tapped... ?:° g , .
?"é From Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock. i ‘g._é i '
& From Prop. Line to Curb Cock %%86 o E P - N
:ELocationofMeter. e e ﬁgggggg _3 H E.j.é
2 Typeof Box— e | 3 E ‘g 2 g nn %y 3 & E &g i 4 E
T} Depth of Main in St.. | BgeITiiE EEirExS55%%25
= S . EEEEBEEESR 2 8L a28Efgegss
Depth of ServiceLine-— v | 2R QOO QO @ZG E AR A @S K
From Curb Cock to Tap on Main.............. : S N N SRR T T R N T N

Water Service Permit, 1951

Mrs, Alma Thomss : | 3621 Windesor Road
249,13'x160%and
165 1401 A

Gllbert Survey (unplatted)

Mesonry residence.
57751

5-19-48 $s52,500,00

_Robert Morris

Building Permit, 1948
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- Mrs. Alma Thomas - 3681~B VWindsor Road
249.13'x160'x
165 1401 A - -
Unplatted
Garage apartment {servants qrts.)
<7805
5-26-48 $5000.00

Robert Morris
Building Permit, 1948
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