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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
JANUARY 24,2022
PR-2021-195456; GF-2021-205513
1617 NEW YORK AVENUE

PROPOSAL

Partially demolish and construct a one-story addition and a two-story addition to a ca. 1889-1910 building. Add a chimney.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

1) Add a brick chimney to the west elevation.

2) Construct a sunroom at the east elevation (Leona Street side). The proposed addition has a shallow hipped roof, framed
divided glazing, and a step-down entry.

3) Construct a two-story addition at the west and rear elevation. The proposed addition is clad in shingles and stucco and
features a compound cross-gabled roofline, 1:1 and 2:2 fixed and casement windows, and a secondary side-yard
entryway.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story Folk Victorian house with partial-width porch supported by Classical columns, 1:1 screened windows, cross-
gabled roof capped with replacement standing-seam metal, decorative shingles at gable end, horizontal wood siding, and
entrance with transom and sidelights.

RESEARCH

City directories indicate that the home at 1617 New York Avenue was first continuously occupied in the early 1900s, though
an 1889 directory lists a potential first owner as Thomas Ing, a piano dealer. The building’s Folk Victorian styling is
consistent with similar properties constructed at the end of the 19" century. By 1912, the home was occupied by Andrew
Coleman, a driver, and owned by Thomas and Lula Overton. Thomas Overton worked as a porter for E. M. Scarbrough and
Sons, where Lula Overton worked as a maid. By the 1920s, Thomas had taken a job with the E. L. Steck Company and
married Bessie Van Zant, who worked as a cook. Thomas Overton remained with E. L. Steck until his death in 1958. Maude
Doxie Overton, his wife, remained in the home after his death until at least 1959.

DESIGN STANDARDS

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects at potential historic landmarks. The following standards apply to the
proposed project:

Residential additions

1. Location

The proposed two-story addition is located to the rear and side of the existing building. The proposed one-story addition is
located at a secondary street frontage. Both appear appropriately set back from the existing historic house.

2. Scale, massing, and height

The proposed one-story addition appears appropriate in scale, massing, and height. The proposed two-story addition appears
much larger in scale and height than the existing building; however, its position toward the rear of the lot may mitigate its
impact at the primary streetscape.

3. Design and style

The proposed two-story addition is appropriately differentiated by its placement, materials, height, and modern fenestration
patterns. The proposed one-story sunroom is differentiated by its placement and distinct fenestration. While the one-story
sunroom appears mostly compatible in design, the two-story addition’s window-to-wall area ratios and corner windows are
less compatible.

4. Roofs
Both additions’ rooflines appear mostly compatible.


http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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5. Exterior walls
The proposed two-story addition’s materials are somewhat compatible, though horizontal siding may provide a more
understated appearance than shingle siding at the second floor.

6. Windows, screens, and doors
The proposed additions’ fenestration is somewhat compatible (see item 3).

8. Chimneys
The proposed chimney is somewhat compatible—though it uses appropriate materials, its placement on the existing house
may make it difficult to differentiate from the original historic material.

Summary
The project mostly meets the applicable standards.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The 2016 East Austin Historic Resource Survey recommends the property as eligible for landmark designation and eligible
for individual listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building is a good example of Folk Victorian architecture.

b. Historical association. The 2016 East Austin Historic Resource Survey determined that the building is
associated with historic African American settlement patterns in Austin.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Consider initiating historic zoning as recommended by the 2016 survey. Should the Commission choose not to initiate,
encourage the applicant to relocate or omit the chimney and reduce the scale of the two-story addition, then release the
permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION
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Applicant, 2022

Occupancy History
City Directory Research, December 2021

1959

1957

1955

1952

1949

1947

1944
1941

1939

1937
1935

1932

Maud Overton, owner (widow of Tom)
Maid

Tom J. and Maud Overton, owners
Tom J. and Maud Overton, owners
Thomas and Maude Overton, owners

Thomas Overton, owner
Fred Roberts, renter
Porter, LCRA

Thomas and Bessie Overton, owners
Janitor, Steck Co.

Thomas and Bessie Overton, owners

Thomas and Bessie Overton, owners
Janitor, Steck Co.

Thomas and Bessie Overton, owners
Porter

Thomas and Bessie Overton, owners

Bessie and Thomas Overton, owners
Waitress

Thomas and Bessie Van Zant Overton, owners
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1929

1927

1924

1920

1918

1914

1912

1910

1889

Permits

Porter, The Steck Co.
Cook, YWCA cafeteria

Thomas and Bessie Overton, owners
Porter, Steck Co.
Cook, YWCA cafeteria

Bessie and Thomas Overton, owners
Cook

Thomas and Bessie Overton, owners
porter, E. L. Steck Co.
Cook, 1800 Lavaca

Ashton and Maud Plummer, renters
Laborer
Thomas J. and Lula M. Overton, owners

Thomas J. and Lula M. Overton, owners
Porter, E.M. Scarbrough & Sons
Maid, E.M. Scarbrough & Sons

Andrew Coleman, renter
Thomas Overton, owner

Andrew B. Coleman
Driver, Nelson Davis & Co.

Address not listed 1910-1891

Thomas J. Ing
Dealer in pianos and organs
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Austin, Texas // 2 3 19272

To the Superintendent of Sewer and Publie Improvements,

City of Austin, Texas,
Sir:—

I herehy make u.pplir"xt,ion for sewer connecti

pLL.lmses owned by.

and instructions en

t

"‘ 30 Bk Aﬁbg,,
; whlch p]abe is €0 he used as n__ T dr gy

In this place there are to be installed.

I agree to pay the City Sewer Department- the regular ordinance

fixtures.

' ph:uge
~ Respectfnlly, aw, %

Sewer service permit, 1927

§
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WATER SERVICE PERMIT

Austin, Texas

E

Received of.. . 1. ..

IAddress.. |
‘Amount Hr mz, . «ffrﬂ—'r‘-ﬂ‘lﬂ_ﬂ
Plumber... . .. 1; e ... Bize of Tap...........

Date of Connectiong ... ...
Size of Tap !-In.du....;’/

Size Service Made

s
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Size Main Tapped. €= i ”"E" i
From Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock 7 ' 2R Eo s
From € Pmﬂv Line to Curb Cock &0 ! i ] ;‘.; g él‘k, g, b :}
Location of Meter. & VRS ii “ ] E £ g % e é i E P ﬁ;' ; §§_
Typeor Box A0 G1< ] NETCECaas, S RBEEQY
‘ 3 m M= 28388 -Eglgm’h-"']:,:‘ﬂz
Depth of Main in St~ ... l,?fg%.-_'dﬂ'i'gﬂ ﬁa;au-g-'é-;-;g.p.
- & B ERT [
Dept] 0(5Prv1L01L1ne‘3 |§:-(3(3(S(SUO"{ 52::%»2_1:5&1.2
I‘TU‘M&X‘EBTﬁIJ on Main. f I%\Qé PIN i Pt P
Checked by Engr. Dept /Xl fotcan | 5N | & 0 1 | | '
- Water service permlt
BLAT 36 LOT 31 BIK 10
SUBDIVISION C. R. John's Addition
QCCUPANCY Residrnce
OWNERS
BLD PERMIT # 101934 DATE 1-7-67 ESTIMATE  1.774.00
CONTRACTORElvin Brown NO, OF FIXTURES
WATER_TAP REC # SEWER TAP REC #
Rppﬂ'ir Frame Residanca—
Building permit, 1967
Maps
i | o
Erevral808 1670 7678 ®*W YORK AV, L1 T
NEW YORK AV. 767> VA A 3
. 1609 625 537> /&0 Av
: /605 6092 1617 NI Yo .
s wor 187
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Biographical Information

K

Sanborn maps: 1962, 1935, 1922

Photo: Findagrave.com



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/45133162/thomas-j.-overton
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Mrs Maude Overtan
lel
Death certificate: Ancestry.com

Marrliage Llcenses,

Marrlage ljcenses were {gsued yc#-
terday by the county clerk to William
Daly and ¥Fanny Burke, Tom Overton
and Lala Franklin, W. K, Deuts and
Frankly Bustin, Andrew Wright and
Eliza Davis.

—— ey

The Austin Statesman (1902-1915),; Apr 6, 1905

Officer Stubbs Geis

Nose Broken in Smash

W. . Stubbs, city pollceman,
nursed a broken nose Saturday,

I1le and Officer W, R, Vinson both
were considerably shaken up when
the police c¢ar [n which they were
patrolling  colllded enrly Friday
night with_n_sedan _driven by ‘l'om
Overton, 1617 New York street, at
the Intersection of Ied River and
Aceventh streets,

Motoreycle Offlecer W, M. Stuart
also colllded with  an automobile
early Friday night, aml his machine
wng slightly damaged,

MARRIAGE LICENSES ISSUED
(Limberg, Clerk)

Ishmal P. Thomas and
Mae Starr.

Sydney E. Smith and M. C.
Silver Collins,

John B. Morrison and Stella H.
Robinson.

Melton Truett Avant
Francis Louise Johnson.

James Clifford Norred and Ava
Jewell Futrell.

Tom Overton and Maud John-
son.

Annie

and

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973),; Dec 3, 1927 and Sep 30, 1949


https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-content/view/23469538:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=e85f1a72d116686914e48475e473eba8&_phsrc=NnB1&_phstart=successSource

A Christmas program featuring
spirituals, carcls and seclections
rom Handel's Messiah, will be
presented at Doris Miller Audito-
ricum at 7:45 p. m. Friday.

This marks the 13th annual pro-
gram presented by Rosewood Com-
munity Cenler and Austin Reerea-
tion Department, Mrs Calherine
Lamkin, program director of the

Austin churehes an dthe Huston-
Tillotson Choir will sing special se-
lections.

An organ prelude hy Nathaniel
Williams, direclor of Huston-Tillot-
son choir, will open the pragram.
Next will be a candlelight proces-
zion of the choirs. The Rev. Zan
W. Holmes, pastor of Simpson
Methodist Church, will lead the in-
vocation,

The Huston-Tillaison Choir will
sing “Carol of the Drum,” ".lingic‘

center, said. Choirs from three |

* Yule Program Due -
| At Miller Auditorium

Bells” and “Rockin Jerusalem.”
The Daxid Chapel Baptist Choir,
led by Mrs. Doris King, will sing
“Magnify the Lord” and “Glory
Hallelujah.”
. Miss Juanita Van Dyke, music
 teacher at Blackshear Elementary
- School, will lecad the combined
' choirs and the audience in “Go
Tell 1t on the Mountain” and *“Joy
i1o the World."”
Following group singing, teen-
-agers from Rosewood Center will
present “Portrails from the Christ- |
mas Slory,” narrated by Lawrence
Von Wicks. Wesley Chaptl Meth-|
odist Church Chair, led by Wil
linms, will sing three seleclions
irom the Messiah—"And the Glory
of the Lord,” "For Unte Us a
Child Is Born,” and “Hallelujah
Chorus.” Mrs. Thelma Slider will
sing the solo, “*Come Unto Me."
Ebenezer Baptist Choir, ITed by
Mrs. Virgie Carringlon DeWilly,
will sing an original cantata writ-
ten hy Mrs. DeWitly, Soloists will
he Hige Russell, tenor; Mrs. Maude

Overton, canlralto; and Mrs. Rab-

lert L. Wroe, soprano.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973),; Dec 16, 1954

Funeral

Tom Overion

Set

Funcral secrvices will be held
Wednesday at 4 p.m. at Ebenezer
Baptist Chwurch for Tom Overton,
longtime resident of Travis Coun-
ty and for many yenrs an cm-
ploye of E, L. Steck Company,
who _died at his residence, 1617
New York Avenue early Sunday,
following a heart atiack.

The Rev. Robert L. Rowe will
officinte.

Overton is survived by his wid-
ow, Mrs. Maude Overton, and a
brother, Henry Overton.

-

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Mar 18, 1958
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