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February 7, 2022
City of Austin Planning Commission

RE: Coffee Traders - 1400 E. 4th Street; NPA-2021-0002.01 & C14-2021-0138

Dear Planning Commission & City Staff,

On behalf of the East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Plan Contact Team (ECC-NPCT), I'm writing to share
our team’s perspective on the immediate proposal at 1400 E. 4th Street within the context of broader City
policy and neighborhood outcomes.

In the recent Fair Market case, the ECC-NPCT requested a delay to allow time to amend the Saltillo TOD
regulating plan. That request was denied presumably because the City is evaluating equitable TOD policies
for implementation in 2023. While the ECC-NPCT supports the premise of equitable TODs, we remain
frustrated by the lack of adherence to the intent of the existing Saltillo TOD Regulating Plan, particularly as
property taxes skyrocket and the City falls further behind on affordable housing goals.

In the immediate Coffee Traders proposal, the applicant requests amendments to accommodate six stories on
4th Street, which is more than double the 40 feet height designed by the Regulating Plan. The proposal raises
the same concerns that our team has voiced numerous times over the past several years: heights in excess of
60 feet continue to be adopted south of Sixth Street by the City Council without the tradeoff of meaningful
progress on affordable housing.

Until the City Council is able to meaningfully change the Saltillo TOD plan and policies, we remain
constrained by limited options and established City Council precedent. Consequently, the ECC-NPCT is
working with the applicant to ensure the following minimum neighborhood outcomes:

e Substantively adhere to the proposed design enhancements such that the project includes
underground parking/utilities, expanded sidewalks, and public access to the paseo that remains open
with the community;

e Provide designated contributions to benefit ECC affordable housing and/or parkland.

Subject to the final terms of the agreement, the ECC-NPCT will not oppose the applicant’s proposal.

Sincerely,
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Eric Pace, Chair

East Cesar Chavez NPCT
eastccnpt@gmail.com
512-760-2480



