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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
FEBRUARY 28,2022
PR-2022-015243; GF-2022-016744
1908 E. 17™ST.

PROPOSAL

Demolish a circa 1929 single-family dwelling.
ARCHITECTURE

This residence is a single family, one-story, wood construction, pier and beam bungalow with front-facing low pitched
nested gable design with flattened peaks and wide unenclosed eave overhangs. This eclectic residence has what appears to
be horizontal vinyl siding with a masonry stone veneer fagade. The fagade is composed of a single entry door and 1 window
assembly, composed of 2, vertical, 1:1, single hung, windows, and one, solo, single hung, vertical, 1:1 window for a total
fenestration fagade count of three windows. This residence seems to take a variety of style cues mostly from Craftsman and
Minimal Traditional designs and is categorized as a bungalow.

RESEARCH

Water service permit dates the residence to May of 1927. The first owners listed in the City Directories are Arnold and
Fannie Wells, who owned the property from 1932 to 1939. Arnold was employed as a butler, yardman & chauffeur for 900
W 17" St. Fannie was 27 years old when she was charged with the murder of her 32-year husband after shooting him in
self-defense during a domestic dispute at this residence in 1938. Arnold died at Brackenridge hospital. The property was
rented by several tenants from 1941 to 1944 and then purchased by Arthur B. and Josephine Sneed. Mr. Sneed is listed as a
Foreman for the City’s Public Works Department and the couple lived at this address from at least 1947 till Ms. Sneed’s
death in 1977.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The Chestnut Neighborhood Survey (2000) and East Austin Survey (2016) list the property as a low priority and contributing
to a potential Chestnut historic district, respectively.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain low integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building does not appear to convey architectural significance.

b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations.

¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse but release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation
Package.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Photos

Demolition pern:lit aplcatzn, 2022

Occupancy History

City Directory Research, February 2022

1959 Arthur B. and Josephine Sneed, owners
Foreman City Public Works Department

1957 Arthur B. and Josephine Sneed, owners
Foreman City Public Works Department

1955 Arthur B. and Alberta Sneed, owners
Employee City Street & Bridge Department

1952 Arthur B. and Josephine Sneed, owners
Laborer City Street & Bridge Division

1949 Arthur B. and Josephine Sneed, owners
Laborer

1947 Arthur B. and Josephine Sneed, owners

1944 Virge and Alice Harrison, renters
Laborer

1941 Gussie Corwin, renter

1939 Fannie Wells, owner

1937 Arnold and Fannie Wells, owner

Chauffer



1935

1932

1929

Arnold and Fannie Wells, owner
Butler 900 W 17™ Street

Arnold and Fannie Wells, owner
Yardman 900 W 17" Street

Address not listed

NEGRESS FREED ON KILLING BOND

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jan 17, 19

38;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

pe. |1

NEGREDD FREEL

Free on $500 bond Monday was
Fannie Wells, 27-yecar-old negress
charged with the murder of her
husband, Arneld Wells, 32, st their
home, 1908 East 17th,

Palice sald they were told Wells
was fatally injured as he and his
wife scufled for possession nf a
gun in the presence of their three
small children. Arnold Jr.. 8, Dorris
Ethel, 7, and Raymond, 5.

L ] L ] L
Automatie In Custody

Wells died at Brackenridge hos-
pital from a wound made by a bul-
let which entered his right side
under the last rib and came out

“under his left arm. In police cus-

tody _was a 380 automatic which
the Wells woman said she tried to
inke nway from her husband. In
the dead man's pockets, officers
said, was a .38 revolver, the frame
and evlinder in separate pockets.
A bullet from the 380 automntie
was picked up in the kilchen next
fa the bedrnom where the scufile
lank place,

The charpe against Fannle I“’EHS
was filed in Justice Paul T. Holt's
cngr}._

N KILLING BOND:

L
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ROBBERY SUSPECT CAUGHT P
The manager of Tex-Mart, 1901 East Martin Lulhat*‘
King Jr. Blvd., opened his store’s door for a friend late”
Wednesday and quickly discovered friendship is no guar- -
antee against robbery.
The 43-year-old friend, who already had visited store
manager Tommf{l{ames earlier in the evening, pulled a

{ustal and taped Karnes' mouth and wrists, the attendant -
Id police. Also bound and gagged was store employa
ADVANCED Enld Schaffer, 20, police said. AL
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jan 5, 1967; But as the potentlal bandit loaded cash from the store's--
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman safe into a paper bag, a man across the street s]ancgﬂ fnq'-:-
pg- Al7 to the store and suspected a robbery was inprogress. . .-

Police arrived just in time to take the robbery suspect-
mtohcustody before he could walk out the door with tbe. .
cas >
Sgt. Jerry Slatton praised the citizen, James Sneed of :
1908 E. 17th St., for notifying officers.

Robbery Lt. ‘Bolton Gregory said police have counted
«lin lt'obberies in May, twice more than for the same tlmi!

astyear. !

Charges against the suspect were pendmg'!‘hursday "

'7.

deaths and services
The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980); Jan 4, 1977,
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

pg. B2 I o
ADVANCED — Theadore M SNEED. JnsEphIne E[izaheth, 67, 1908 2. 17th Sl.
L. Snced. son of Mrs d died Sunday. Services noon Saturday at Greater
X ' - an M. Zion Baptist Church. (Fuller-Sheffield)

Mrs. Arthur B. Snced of —— e
1908 E. 17th St., Austin, has
been promoted (o technical
sergeant in the US Air
Force. Sgt. Snced {s a fuel
systems techniclan at Up-
per Heyford RAF Station,
England. The sergeant, a
graduate of Anderson High
School, is a veleran of the
Korean War, He is married
to the former Patricia Mar-
tin.




Permits

WATER SERVICE I'ERMIT N? 12870 =9

Austin, Texas

Received of. e e Date AT ¥ T2 7
Addre%/?ﬂf ,f)!ﬁf"/'}’-ai' 3'?"_ I

Amount. . .. S SE/ ?
Plumber f"?f"'#’f "E‘f"f /gj e ————— . Y T —

Date of Conneetion

Water service permit, 1939
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owyERJames Snead ADDRESS 1908 East 17th St.-

ELAT 39 LOT 4 R1K

suDivision Walter Bremond Jr.

QCCUPANCY bedrm

A OWNERS

BLD PERMIT #152365  patg 10-6-75 ESTIMATE $5,000.00
coNTRaCTOR Coastal Supply NO, OF FIXTURES VYes
WATER TAP REC i SEWER TAP REC #

frm addh to res 336 sq ft. bedrm

Building permit, 1975
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_Address; /Qﬁ (J? 4574*‘5; /7 mﬁrﬁl Permit: /5._ :'? G5 IPlat: ﬁ
Lot )ﬁ | Block PZN‘ Subdivisdon:

— Outlot [ RbT E7 IR Lo inp ZU7.

e donet g e e I s, AV, 7D AES
E - 3'—' g N M - Lommarcial

_Foundation j-’ ?I:Jnr joist F,J\-'-" o Bldg, Conn. ing
_Front setback | -size & o.c, Room Vent.
" Total & Min, celling joist ;,?;C&'«‘ ol Stairs Exit lights
side yard size & o.c. X ils s
Side St. Yard stud size ixq’ o Attic Vent. ders
. & 0.C. | Insulation
Type ﬂEnEt-__ [ W.Insulat — ::;::.“‘“t'
Spec Sheetrock _[Deadboits
BOA Cg:::lnerc;al Sheetrock ireplaces
cup. Sep.
ru out
{}mer’?_- > :

& xczg! BEPROIm— Barf
Jo | |

g
| Clerk{uﬁrfgt.. [Date/fp-6~ 74~
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Building permit, 1975
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